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Hollywood Takes Stock of Itself: 


Sure to Lose Much Manpower to War 


+. 
vt 





Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

General conversation around the 
picture studios centers on war and 
what will be expected from Holly- 
wood. Future of production has ac- 
tors and workers jittery on what is 
in store for them. 

That considerable of the youthful 
manpower in the studios would be 
utilized by the armed services is a 
foregone conclusion. Many are ex- 
pected to volunteer while others will 
await their draft numbers. 

Inventory was being taken in all 
studios Monday (8) to check effect 
on the personnel from possible in- 
roads to be made by Army and Navy | 
requirements. The survey was made} 


on the basis of the 35-year age limit IJ. S. TOUGHENS 


Jivin’ the Japs 


Two songs inspired by the 
war with Japan have already 
come out of Tin Pan Alley. They 
are Berlin, Inc.’s “ e Sun Will 
Soon Be Setting for tne Land 
of the Rising Sun’ and Mills 
Music’s ‘You’re a Sap, Mr. Jap.’ 

Berlin’s number was written 
by Sam Lerner, while the Mills 
song was co-authored by James 
Cavanaugh, John Redmond and 
Nat Simon. 











It is understood that up to 35% of 
studio manpower would come under 
the call to service. In extra ranks 
the toll would run as high as 50% of 
those registered with Central Cast- 
ing and indie offices. - 

Although refraining from comment | With ae 

epaghipt st : Japan, first of the civilian morale 
studios are said to concede that a avr 
; A {boosting shorts prepared by the | 
(Continued on page 15) Government is being re-edited in| 

; ; ;much stronger form than originall; 
|plarined. Hypo is being given it on} 
the basis that a people at war can | 


as prescribed by the present draft 
| 


law. 





Washington, Dec. 9. | 
the outbreak of war with | 


REBUKE TOO MUCH FOR 


y | 


say much tougher things than a/| 
ACTOR: HE DISAPPEARS people at peace. A 10-minute briefie, 
? produced by Garson Kanin, pic is 


(Continued on page 15) 


MBS Airs 2 Grid Tilts, Blue 
1, for Gillette New Year’s 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. 

Mysterious disappearance of Hor- | 
ace Sinclair in Cincinnati couple | 
of days before show finished its en- 
gagement there forced ‘The Rivals’ 
to use an understudy, Walt Draper, 
in an important featured role here 


| 


Gillette Razor will broadcast three 


at Nixon all of last week. Roland post-season games on New Year's ent, all establisked spots are laying 
; ras finally sci . |. foes j s\|low : ining up only ast 

Hogue was finally signed for the |qay, two of them over Mutual and |/0W and lining up only the least 

part, coming on here from New | one over the Blue. With the former |°°St!Y type of shows. 

York last Thursday (4) to rehearse | it will be the Cotton Bowl (Ala- The Brook cancelled Hildegarde; 

and go into Guild revival immedi-|pama vs. Texas Aggies) and the |the Royal Palm, which always plays 

ately. | East-West game, while the Blue will | Abe Lyman’s and other name bands, 

Understood that at opening in|carry the Sugar Bowl (Fordham vs ncelled him, and Art Childers, the 
Cincinnati, Sinclair had been repri- | Missouri) manager, has George Woods and Al 
manded by management for a poor The Blue’s commentators will | White Jr., lining up a girl show 
performance and next night actor | consist of Jim Britt and Fort Pear- | Royal Palm, usually the biggest 
failed to show up at theatre at all. | son. (Continued on page 15) 

Efforts to locate him were unavail- | ——————_—— — 
ing and help of police was asked. 

When cast left Cincy, however, iY GC" yp @ FIND] py 7 
Sinclair still hadn’t been located and = bs UL 
a whereabouts were still unknown 
ate last week. Tas : 

War has come to the United States and There should 





HOW GAMBLING PAYS 


Eastern Casino-Nitery Registers $2,- 


> firs being. 
000,000 Net in Biggest Season come first for the time being 


mise and even suspension. 
temporary. 
claim to be a democracy. 


An eastern casino and nitery made 
$500,000 this year on its chemin-de- 
fer (baccarat) tables alone, and the 
joint registered $2,000,000 net profit 
from its game-rooms. This is twice 
the usual annual profit that this spot 
enjoys. 

The management is credited with 
having given away almost a half- 
million in bonuses, gifts, extra sal- 
aries, etc.,, to the corps of employees 


that go with a business of this cal- 
ibre, 


We are not surrendering, w 


free assembly, free worship. 


tion to the national interest. 
Democracy is not expiring. 





| servative 
| Heretofore a bonanza 


with it, inevitably, naturally, but temporarily, 
censorship. Emphasize the temporarily. The 
Army and the Navy, not the citizens as such, 


rights must hereafter be subject to compro- 
But 
That is the essence of our whole 


re are not re- 
pudiating our rights to free press, free speech, 
For a little time 
in the space of history we recognize that we 
may not act, speak, publish or incite in opposi- 


TREAOURY Aaka 
RADIO'S ALD 


oe 


$2,500,000,000 Defense Bond 
Sale to Date, But This Is 
Just a Start of Spend- 
ing Needs of War Effort 
Against Nipponese 





ALL-IMPORTANT 





Radio stations are expected to 
greatly increase their publicity sup- 
port of the United States Treasury 
in its campaign to spread the pur- 
chase of National Defense stamps 
and bonds among the people of the 
country. “The need for funds is now 
beyond ordinary imagining. We are 
pitting dollars against yen along 
with machine against machine and 
ship against ship. As a democracy 
with a high standard of living which 
we do not want to lose in the pro- 


(Continued on page 40) 


Gov’s Nix on Gambling 
Blitzes High Budget 
Shows in Fla. Niteries 


That the Florida niteries recog- 
nize that the governor’s blitz on 


gambling this winter is the McCoy | 


is best evidenced by the very con- 
bookings of cafe acts. 
spot for 


Certain civil their views. 


The time is 
cliches, loose 


all this is 


anti-British paranoia that has recently been 
common. 
being anti-Japanese. 


relatively 


If we have 
we need have 
of power cann 
That Censorship sh 


all. 


is 


will be temps Tr 





‘Alerts on Both Coasts Boff Theatre 
Biz; Radio News Tough Competition 


H’wood Licks Nippon 





Unaccustomed wailing of air raid 
warning signals on both coasts Mon- 
day (8) and yesterday proved a dirge 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. for film and legit theatre grosses. 





tal- 


change of psychology about freedom. 
certain restricted boundaries Americans may 
and by all means should continue to express 


mon sense, be somewhat more circumspect. 


Hollywood has contributed the 
| first U. S. victory over Nippon. 
Paramount’s baseball team 
| walloped an all-Jap aggregation 
Sunday (7). 
| At the end of the game, FBI 
men took the entire Jap outfit 
into custody. 


Constant warnings on the radio to 
remain indoors and off the street— in 
addition to the intensity of the war 
news itself which had resultant de- 
sire to hug a radio—sent b.o. receipts 
on both seaboards down 40-50%. 
Chill took hola on Sunday aft- 
ernoon and got progressively worse, 
culminating last night in row on row 
of empty pews as a slightly dazed 








? but fighting-mad Mr. and Mrs. Joe 
Citizen stayed home to hear the 


latest word of their President. Show- 





’ men, as excited about the war as 
; their absent patrons, were doing 
plenty of radio-listening of their 


own and looking forward to future 
weeks when the shock of war wears 
off and Joe and the Mrs. are again 
seeking amusement, 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Army officials moved in on the; Business has been averaging from 
studios today (Tues.) to commandeer| 10 to 20% better for the picture 
all firearms used in pictures. No/| theatres than a year ago at this time 
promise was made of their return | but starting this week operators fear 
as they will be turned over to au-/ a sharp drop asa result of war with 
thorities for civilian defense. (Continued on page 55) 
Western and action pictures now 
in work are allowed to finish but 
there'll be no shooting in future 
films for duration of the crisis. 


METROPOLITAN OPERA 


Studios will use replicas of shootin’ ‘ , ’ 
irons, but arsenals will be depleted DROPS BUTTERFLY 
of all firearms. | 
T ° t ° t . The Metropolitan Opera Co, has 

ouris Smu li In 0 Pic cancelled all plans for further pro- 

88 ng ductions of ‘Madame _ Butterfly.’ 
‘Butterfly’ has a Japanese theme. 


The opera was given once this sea- 
son, with Licia Albanese, Armand 
Tokatvan and John Brownlee, and 
sold out. Four other performances 
had been scheduled. 

The Mikado,’ Gilbert and Sullivan 
operetta, also with a Japanese theme, 


Studios Is Newest Racket | 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. | 

New consisting of the 
smuggling tourists into film 
studios, is being stamped out by in- 
dustry execs, working in collabora- 





racket, 
of 


tion with the Better Business Bureau.| has been dropped from the reper- 
Gang in downtown Los Angeles had|toire of the Greenwich Village 
been slipping visitors, at $7.50 per| (N. Y.) Savoyards, who had three 
head, into the picture lots through| performances scheduled ffor this 
bribery and other subterfuges. week. Operetta was dropped due to 
Studios have been closed to sight-| the ‘national situation, management 

| stated in replacing it with other Gil- 


| seers since last July. 





bert and\Sullivan works. 


BONUSES PAID IN BONDS 


Jimmy Dorsey Gives His Sidemen 
Year-End Plusages on Salary 





be no sudden, unhealthy 


Within 





To get partially out from under 
the back-breaking taxes that all big 
money-making bands will find tough 
this year, Jimmy Dorsey is laying 
plans to hund bonuses to the men 
and singers with-his band. How 
much each will get is not exactly 
sure as yet, but leader will distribute 
$20,000 to musicians, arrangers, and 
singers Bob Emerly and Helen 
O'Connell. Bonuses won’t be in 
cash, but in Defense Bonds. 

Dorsey is currently at Meadow- 


no fear that temporary grants | rook, Cedar Grove, N. J.; goes into 
. P Ys ~ ithe Strand theatre, N. Y., for three 


ot be recaptured by the people. weeks Jan. 1, and on Feb. 9 resfimes 
yuld be reasonable and certainly i his ennual stand at -ennsylvania 
ary. hotel, N.Y 


3ut those views must, in com- 


not auspicious for defeatist 
generalizations, or the kind of 


Just now we're busy | 


the courage of our convictions 
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Air Raid Warnings Recall ‘Variety's 


Story Last May: Blackout Over Bway 





With squadrons of enemy aircraft 
reportedly zooming over the largest 
cities on both American coasts Mon- 
day (8) and yesterday for the| 
first time in history, ‘Variety’s’ story 
of last May, ‘Blackout Over Broad- 
way,’ has sprung vividly to life. That 
story concerned plans for a practice} 
darkening ‘of the greatest concentra- | 


| 
tion of mazda and neon the world | 


hes ever seen—Broadway.’ 

A number of people complained | 
that by publishing the yarn, ‘Va-| 
riety’ was needlessly scaring Man-| 
hattanites. Then even a trial light- | 
dousing seemed remote; the McCoy 
incredible. Experience of New York 
and San Francisco has given things 
a different aspect and ‘Blackout 
Over Broadway’ no longer seems so 
far away. 





‘Variety’ reported, in part: 
N. ¥. Subways Unsafe 

‘Fire department has recently 
made a quiet census of the pop- 
ulations of all large buildings and 
inspected them for air raid shel- | 
ter facilities. One thing they | 
have virtually eliminated as a | 
shelter, it has been learned, is 
the subways, thought by many to 
be ideal. 

‘Subways offer a number of 
dangers, Mayors’ meetings have 
been told. First is that entrances 
and exits are too narrow and 
serious injuries or deaths might 
result from mass movements in 
or out of them. Second is that 
they are surrounded by water, 
gas and steam mains. A bomb 
hit on any of these facilities 
could drown or suffocate thou- 
sands of people in the under- 
grounds, while others would 
probably get killed in the rush | 
for the exits. Gas bombs con- 
stitute another danger to a sub- 
way refuge. 

‘Half way up in big buildings, 
according to the teachings at the 
city’s blackout-bomb school, is 
the safest place in event of a 
raid. Fire department has there- 
fore been carefully going over | 
structures, particularly hotels 
and the buildings near theatres, 
to select spots. For instance, in 
the case of the 3,600-seat Para- 
mount on Broadway, the safest 
place would be the corridors of 
the sixth to 12th floors, or there- 
abouts, in the adjoining Para- 
mount Building. 

Rules for Theatres, Hotels 

‘Execs of the downtown the- | 
atres and hotels shortly will get 
instructions on where to direct 
their patrons during raids. They 
will be expected to hold meetings 
of ushers and other employees to 
pass this information down to 
them and drills will be held. In 
addition, each building will be 
required to post a watcher on 
the roof to warn of planes com- 
ing over after a general alert 
has been sounded by spotters out 
at sea or otherwise forming ea 
large circle about the city. 

‘Engineers in office buildings 
and hotels are being instructed to 
make corridors (not rooms) the 
shelters, because one of the 
greatest dangers from bombs is 
fragmentation. Thus, persons in 
the corridors have double pro- 
tection, first by the outside wall 
and then by the corridor parti- 
tion. In addition, lights may be 
kept on in the corridors if doors 
are kept closed. As result, some 
engineers are planning minor 
electrical wiring changes so that 
central control switches will ex- 
tinguish all room lights while 

leaving the corridor illumination 

on. 

Why Radio City’s a Bad Bet 

‘Radio City buildings, while 
offering great advantages as 
shelters because of their tremen- 
dous structural strength and fire- 
proof qualities, may very likely 
not be used. Army officials fear 
that their great buik and out- 

(Continued on page 38) 


THE ROUNDABOUT WAY 


Norma Terris Tries'to Crack Straight 








| 
| 
| 
| 
} 








Legit Thru Nitery, Theatre Singing 





Norma Terris, after several years 
of trying to crack the straight legit 
acting ranks, will essay a comeback 
as a nitery and theatre singer. 

William Morris agency is currently 
arranging dates for the fermer star 
who scored most notably in Zieg- 


feid’s original production of ‘Show- 
boat.’ 


| make 


| went 


San Diego Foresight 





Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Sensing hostilities in the Pa- 
cific five months ago, Theatrical 
Enterprises of San Diego took 
out war risk policy with Lloyd's 
to cover an 18-month period at 
$500 premium. 

Outfit headed by Lou and Gus 
Metzger and Al Hansen operates 
four theatres and a bowling cen- 
tre in San Diego and now has 
90% coverage on  properes 
against loss of business through 
closing over that period. 


SAROYAN AUDITIONS 








LB. MAYER, METRO 5°. 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

William Saroyan is at Metro to 
develop an original story and likely 
will produce and direct it. No con- 
tracts have been signed, but he 
checked in at the studio after a 
series of conferences with L. B. 
Mayer. He wants to see how it goes 
before tying himself down. 

Yarn he’s working on is a new 
idea, but the studio 
interested in ‘Time of Your Life 
and other Saroyan stage pieces. He 
recently set a studio price of $250,- 
000 on ‘Life’ after offering it free if 
everyone worked for free, and accu- 
mulated coin were turned over to 
charity. 


, 





20th’s ‘Tripoli’ Co. On 


Pearl Harbor Location 


. Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
20th-Fox has had no information 
from its ‘Shores of Tripoli’ troupe 
on location in Hawaii but feels all is 
well, otherwise studio would have 
been advised. They were last re- 
ported on a battleship on maneuvers 
off Pear! Harbor, but studio believes 
they were back at island quarters 
before the first bombs fell Sunday. 
Crew is headed by director James 
Havens; cameramen Harry Jackson 
and J. J. Stout; assistant director 
Virgil Hart; Ernest Joyner, grip. 
Group sailed Nov. 28 and were to 
‘Yechnicolor shots of 


Naval authorities. 





Spies at the Big Ditch 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
‘Canal Zone,’ a tale of espionage, 
before the lenses yesterday 
(Mon.) at Columbia 
Hilliard in the leads. 
Colbert Clark production 
rected by Lew Landers. 


is said to be| 


ma- | 
| neuvers by special permission of 


is di- 


'War Boosts N.Y. Dailies 


To New Peak Circulation | 


Outbreak of war Sunday (7), with 
exciting moment-to-moment devel- 
opments through Monday and yes- 
'terday, acted as a huge and grim 
|circulation promotion for news- 

papers throughout the nation. There 

were few ‘extras’—those days being 
| pretty well past—but most papers 
pushed up first edition times, made 
frequent replates and reached 
| record-breaking sales figures. 

| Almost all New York papers re- 
ported largest circulations in their 
history Monday. Two morning tabs, 
the News and Mirror, hitting the 
street at 6:30 p.m. Sunday (an hour 
ahead of the usual time), registered 
gains of over 50% in normal circu- 
lation. That had News presses hot, 
with ordinary sales being over 
2,000,000 daily. 

Times and Herald Tribune made 
substantial (150,000) but smaller 
| gains. They pushed up first edition 
| times by only half-an-hour, going to 
‘press at 10:40 Sunday night instead 

usual 11:10. Evening papers 
scored the heaviest, 





many people buying two or three 
editions of the same sheet. Circula- 
tions were up over 50%. Journal- 


American shoved up its first edition 
time to 4 a.m. to catch subway 
crowds on their way to work. World- 
Telegram brought forward its press 
start from 10:40 to 7:30 a.m. PM 
went to press a half-hour earlier 
than usual and increased its press 
run by 20%. 
Last Night’s Speech New Hypo 

| Gains continued through yester- 
| day (Tuesday), although they were 
| less than Monday. What the Presi- 
‘dent said in his speech last night was 
| expected by circulation managers to 
have great effect on today’s (Wed.) 
sales. 





New York was all graobed by the 
Enquirer, which replated its front 
| page, and the Daily Worker, which 
put out an extra. Failure of the 
News and Mirror to put out extras, 


! 


tor Ivan Annenberg, was due to im- 
possibility of getting staffs together 
on Sunday afternoon. Annenberg 
declared radio competish had ‘noth- 
| ing to do with it, as experience has 
| shown that that only whets the ap- 
petite for newspapers. 


ms 
Billy Rose’s Done-in-Oil 
Buy; $15,000 for a Turner 


| Billy Rose, already the owner of 
an expensive collection of paintings, 
| made a $15,000 addition last week. 
He bought an oil by J. M. W. Tur- 
ner labeled, ‘Fishmarket on the 
| Sands: Sun Rising in a Vapour.’ 
| Rose made the purchase at an 
auction in New York of paintings 
| from the collection of the late Mrs. 
|B. F. Jones, Jr., of Sewickley 
Heights, Pa. 
| Showman, who has made a lengthy 





with Chester| and serious study of classic art (as 
Morris, John Hubbard and Harriet} well as the barroom variety), has | 


gained something of a reputation in 
the galleries for his knowledge and 
taste. 














ABBOTT 





: 
| Universal Pictures 





and COSTELLO 


“They're the funniest pair I’ve seen in a long, long time.” 








Mae Tinee, Chicago Tribune. 


Currently on National Release 
in ‘KEEP ’EM FLYING’ 


Chase & Sanborn Hour, NBC-Red 


Under Personal Management of: EDWARD SHERMAN 


Sunday afternoon circulation in | 


according to News’ circulation direc- | 


Bite That Launched A Career 





Rudy’s hound. It was a pushover 
from legal action. 
recompense. 


scripter. 


English’s new book, ‘Strictly Ding 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 


Man-bites-dog story is reversed in the tale of Rudy Vallee and 
Richard English. Years ago when English was a fan mag writer seek- 
ing an interview, his pants and adjacent epidermis were lacerated by 


for a lawsuit but English refrained 


Presently Vallee handed him a publicity job as 
From there English moved on to the job of 


radio 


Now Vallee is carrying on the old idea of recompense by plugging 


Dong,’ a tale of modern musicians. 


Rudy also did a skit on ‘Ding Dong’ on his broadcast. 
Moral—Pick a celebrity’s dog and Iet him bite first. 


—$—$—$————— 


























Peak New Year's Eve Seen for Niteries 
Regardless of War; N. Y. Top $20 





Pix Move East? 





It’s taken a war to do it, but 
Mayor LaGuardia may finally 
see his wish come true for the 
film industry to move East. It will 
move eastward, all right, if the 
Jap blitzkrieg gets really bad, 
but not to New York, which 
stands too much chance of get- 
ting a blitzing of its own. 

Midwestern states, far from 
any shoreline, will probably be 
the road company Hollywood, if 
any switching is done. 


AMAYA, ESTELITA, 2 











Extensive revisions being made in 
‘Panama Hattie’ by Metro will in- 
clude specialties by Carmen Amaya, 
Brazilian dancer, and Estelita, 16- 
year-old Cuban singer. 
signed following a hurried trip to 
the Coast by Marvin 
eastern talent head, to confab with 
studio execs on additional perform- 
ers for ‘Hattie.’ 

Two new contractees, plus two 
additional ones signed the 
week, give Metro something of a 
record. 
four tests. Tests were made in New 
York, with all but one directed by 
Al Altman, 

Miss Amaya is under a one-picture 
contract, while Estelita has 
handed a termer. Both will go out 
| around Jan. 1. Estelita is now at the 
Copacabana, N. Y. 

Two additional Metro _ ticket- 
holders are Beverly Jean Saul and 
Jeff York. Miss Saul, 14 years old, of 
Scranton, Pa., walked into Metro's 
‘talent department cold. She sang for 
scout Jack Mehler, who recom- 
mended a test, which the studio 
liked, and the gal was given a term 
pact. She'll go to the Coast for 
training at the end of the current 
school semester. 

York, leading man type, was just 
released from Army training at Fort 
Monmouth, N. J. He was also given 
a termer, following studio’s ap- 
proval of a test megged by a friend 
of his who is a professional director. 


Coast Sidelights 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Yachts and pleasure craft of film 














for takeover. They would be put 
into immediate service to 
Coast and harbor patrol. 

Unable to get sufficient police pro- 
tection for the location area Para- 
mount cancelled calls for 100 extras 
on two pictures. 

Plane schedules east only slightly 
interrupted. In case of blackout 
planes take the beam to nearby 
emergency field for flight. Travel 
is normal, with space preempted for 
military government officials. 


at times have fallen behind three 
hours in putting through calls. 
Trunk lines at full capacity with 
company making plea to use tele- 
phone sparingly and minimize social 
calls. 

Calls to and from plane factories 
and other defense industries given 
right-of-way. 

Hotels here reporting heavy ex- 
odus of guests, mostly to Middle 
West and East. Also pulling stakes 
are picture people living in the Val- 
ley near the airplane plants. 

LaGuardia, who got in this morn- 
ing, was in session all day with Gov- 





state and city defense councils. 


OTHERS SIGNED BY M-G 


Pair was | 


H. Schenck, | 


same | 


It pacted four people out of | 


been | 


stars are being eyed by the Navy | 


augment | 


Telephone Company reports 50% | 
increase in long distance calls and | 


ernor Olson and Mayor Bowron and | 


n 
> — a 


New Year’s eve whoopee spending 
was cued to the niteries as far back 
as September, when request inquiries 
on Dec. 31 reservations first were 
heard, Accordingly, everybody looks 
for a peak gross with the dawn of 
1942. Of course, the public mood by 
the time holiday eve rolls around 
may undergo some modifications ac- 
cording to the state of the Japanese 
war, and any other anti-Axis modi- 
fications. But the general feeling is 
of inevitable optimism when Dec. 31 
arrives. 

No question about defense coin 
making money looser and the desire 
to spend is keynoted by advance 
reservations, which on a compara- 
tive day-by-day schedule, are sur- 
prisingly ahead of 1940. And so are 
the prices. 

In New York, for example, Fefe’s 
Monte Carlo will be the record high 
with $20 per person for supper and 
favors. On the other hand, the Cocoa- 
nut Grove in Los Angeles’ Hotel Am- 
bassador will charge $18.50 a person 
for an elaborate dinner, including as 
|many cocktails as desired, plus ap- 
propriate wines with each course. 
| However, in N. Y. they give you 
nothing but the parking space for 
the body, a midnight supper and of 
course the show and the paper caps. 

Generally all prices are up. Here 
'are some relative tariffs in the class 
joints and so on down the line. El 
| Morocco, which is in the Monte Carlo 

league, will sell for $25 per couple in 
| both its main and adjoining Cham- 
pagne Room. Stork Club $10 a head. 








Class hostelries like the St. Regis’ 
Iridium, Pierre’s Cotillion and the 
Hotel Plaza’s Persian Room will be 
$15 straight per person. Ditto the 
Rainbow Room and the Waldorf- 
Acteia in its Wedgwood and Sert 
Rooms. 


Other Tariffs 

Savoy-Plaza, $8.50 per for dinner 
and 4 a.m. breakfast (if you last that 
Versailles, $12.50 per person 
including dinner and a gift for the 
femmes, (As a matter of fact most 
places make their ‘favors’ more ela- 
borate and if you’re a regular cus- 
tomer the gals frequently inherit pere 
fume, etc.). Hotel Astor ballroom, $8, 
and grillroom, $6.50: Biltmore’s Bow- 
man Room, $12.50 per; Coq Rouge, 
$10; St. Moritz $8 and $6: St. Regis’ 
Maisonette, $12.50, as against the 15 


lone) 


bucks in the more formal Iridium 
Room; New Yorker, $12.53: Monte 
Carlo Beach, $12.50, as against the 
record $20 in the adjoining main 
Club Monte Carlo. 

The Broadway and other large 


capacity joints charge according to 
location. The Beachcomber is charg- 
ing $5-$7.50, according to location 
near ringside; La Conga, $6.50, $7.50 
and $8.50: La Martinique $10: Copa 


| Cabana, $7.50, $10, $12.50 and $15; 
Leon & Eddie’s, $8.50: Club 18, 
$5, beverages only. 

Spots like 21, the Colony and 
kindred straight eating restaurants, 
catering to exclusive following, con- 
tinue per usual. Also, per usual, open 
house at Bill’s Gay Nineties, i.e. no 
minimum, but the regulars are wel- 
come to fall in for a drink at the 


usual scale, 





Gordon Going West 


| Max Gordon goes to the Coast 
Dec. 20 for six months ‘to make ‘My 
| Sister Eileen’ for Columbia. 
| He also produced _ the 


| Original. 


stage 





JORY’S B’WAY YEN 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Victor Jory, currently working in 
the Joe E. Brown starrer, ‘Shut My 
| Big Mouth,’ at Columbia, is negotiat- 
'ing a Broadway spot in the lead op- 
posite Ruth Gordon in the forthcom- 
ing legit play, ‘Portrait of a Lady.’ 
Stage drama is being produced by 
|} Aldrich & Myers. 
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NOT SURE ON WAR SONGS 





— + 


Beware of Radio Sabotage! 


- 





There is no doubt that sabotage is uppermost just now in the minds 
of most broadcasters and of the national defense authorities. Guards 
of all kinds are now numerously on the payrolls of the radio industry. 
NBC, it will be recalled, has had a couple of property destruction 
ecares at Radio City. 

Searchlights on radio towers and examination of callers to the 
technical departments are omens of the sudden change. 

General radio war news starts on page 25. 


Kanizawa Troupe (Japs) Saves WB 
From Embarrassment, Nixes Dates 


Blitzed 











Citizens of Japan currently in the 
United States are already feeling 
reprisals, notably in show business. 

It’s also expected that performers 
of German and Italian extraction, if 
not citizens of the U. S., will soon 
be persona nom grata. Theatre book- 
ers, plus shying clear of Japanese 
acts, are already likewise soft- 
pedaling the booking of German and 





Harry Romm (General Amus. 
Corp.) has been a_ vaudeville 
agent for 24 years and had 
never handled a Japanese act 
until a few weeks ago. Then he 
acquired the Kanizawa Troupe 
and booked them for four 
weeks, due to have started Fri- 
day (12) at the Earle, Washing- 


ton. 
Italian nationals in view of the im- Then came the Japanese attack 
minence of war between the U. S. and Bae a — 
: cancelled themselves, putting 
«-Cagpdeatuncun Romm back where he was for 
First Japanese act to feel the ef- 24 years. 


fects of Japan’s attack on the U. S. 








was the Kanizawa Troupe (4), de» 

to open Friday (12) at Warners’ 

Earle, Washington, of all places. STUDIO LAB 
Harry Mayer was faced with the 


problem of getting out of the con- 
tract, but was saved embarrassment 
when the act itself voluntarily can- 
celled the engagement, plus book- 
ings for three subsequent weeks. 

Status of Toy and Wing, currently 
at the Beachcomber, N. Y., is not yet 
clear. Toy, the male partner of the 
Oriental ballroom team, is Japanese. 
Wing, the femme, is Chinese and 
naturally not affected by the war 
with Japan. 

There are known 
performers currently in 
who have given the impression that 


PLEDGES 1007, 
TOF DR. 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Studio Labor, Craft and Creative 
Guilds rushed to the fore with full 
support to the Government. All 





to be several | 
the U. S. 


they are Chinese, though actually volunteered services toward the 
? ; , “,| common end. 

Japanese nationals or of Japanese | © Screen Writers Guild dispatched 

extraction. Most of them are known weg Py — : 


the following wire to President 
Roosevelt: ‘Executive Board of Screen 
Writers offers you the services of its 


to the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion. If not citizens of the U. S. by 
birth on American soil (no Oriental 





gan become & naturalised American organization and thousands of mem- 

éitiean) they v ‘ll unAoubtediy be in- | bers whose special experience in pic- 

ieinad re , | ture and other fields of writing may 
i. 





$$$ $$ —— 


|be of particular value in task of | 
| mobilizing total energies and re- | 
sourcefulness of nation. We pledge | 
| our complete devotion to service of 
our Government in any way in | 
)w hich you deem it useful.’ 
Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 

H BI YPS retary Screen Actors Guild, wired: 

‘We pledge to you our fullest sup- 

| port and cooperation in war. In ef- | 
——— | fect we know all guilds and labor | 
Jeverywhere joins in this pledge.’ 
Now that the United States and Special meetings of all studio lo- 
Japan are at war it may be re-| cals were held and full support and 
vealed that American showmen, aU- | cooperation pledged. Conference of 
thors, dramatists, composers and | gtydio unions, representing 6,000 
copyright owners generally have | studio workers, mostly in technical 
Jong conceded to Japan the world- branches, went on record for full aid 


wide a championship in|jn any capacity called on 

chiselling The ps have been the i 

most bare-f aced thieves in the world | 

of ideas W hen they couldn’t steal P ? L k B k 
Outright, they stalled so that the | ar S uc y rea | 


+ | 


non-Japanese businessman, agent, | 
lawyer or salesman often settled for 
a fraction of the price previously 
agreed to, under pressure, for the 
Japanese to be ‘fair.’ The Japs’ 
ideal, apparently, was never fail 


In Dropping Deal 
For Hawaii Houses 


amounts to | 














Telephone Tieup 

Heavy trans-Continental tele- 
phone traffic made it tough Mon- 
(8) to get Hollywood and San 


(Continued on page 53) By a stroke of what 

luck, Paramount is reported to have 

narrowly missed becoming an oper- 

4 . ator of theatres in Honolulu, with a 

U. S. Calls Private Pix deal for acquisition of houses there 

understood to have dropped only a 

Planes for Patrol Duty week ago prior to Japan’s sudden 

attack on Hawaii. 

Information is that Par initiated 

Hollywood, Dec. 9. (Continued on page 15) 

All private planes have been : 
grounded and understood U. S. will 
Call owners into service for patrol 
duty. Studios have been asked to 
Make check of all fliers and those 

who own planes. day 

Film stars’ homes with swimming | Francisco on the wire. New York 

Pools were registered some time ago|showmen who generally use long | 

with the Government, with possi-|distance as part of their everyday | 

bility anti-aircraft guns will be set} business, found much delay because | 

up under camouflage within a short|of priorities, official calls, anxious 

e. relatives, etc. 





YANK MUSIG PUBS 
RECALL ENGLAND 


Doubt That Present Spirit Is 
Bloodthirstily Martial — 
Nostalgia and Hope 
Themes (For a Lasting 
Peace) Most Popular in 
Great Britain 








BIZ BIG IN 718 





By BEN BODEC 


War between the United States 
and Japan broke just as it began to 
look as though the sheet music busi- 
ness would have its biggest year- 
end since 1938. Now publishers are 
wondering whether history will re- 
peat itself and the business, as it 
happened in 1917, will undergo a 
temporary sharp slump and then 
enjoy a lengthy period of prosperity. 
The latter sequence was just what 
occurred in England in this war. 


Even though Gene Buck, ASCAP 
president, called upon member 
writers Monday (8) to do their bit 
in the present crisis by writing 
‘fighting songs,’ music publishers ex- 
press themselves as somewhat chary 
about the American public’s inclina- 
tion for war songs. However, they 
amend this uncertainty with the ob- 
servation that the only way they can 
find out is to put some into circula- 
tion. Marching melodies in manu- 
script form are already being 
out of the publishers’ 








'films, was arrested by FBI men po 


|suite Monday (8) 
\taken in a 
taken | 
files and safes | 


for the purpose of turning them over | 


to established lyricists who might 
have ideas for songs dealing ‘with the 
current situation. 
Shortly after Britain declared war 
(Continued on page 39) 


LEGIT FEELS 
JAP BLITZ’ 








impossible to 





jis the only other corporate officer Te ay, 
listed. | > | 
Business on Broadway, which has Biz of UFA has been almost at a 
been on the descent since Thanks-|standstill since last spring, when RIETY 
giving, was given a further down-/| U.S. Customs Held up shipments of | 
ward shove upon the outbreak of}! new films. Legal basis on which pix {|| Srate Mask Reaiseres 
war with Japan. Monday (8), day| were held was said to be flimsy and SOUNDED BY SME MLVERMAD 
aoe ° Al Penta qudhar- es aed Published Weekiy by VARIETY, Inc. 
| after the news broke, agencies were|it is understood that customs au- ll, Sid Silverman, President 
| the first to feel the reaction and night} (Co enttonns on pag - 47 \ ue 54 We st 46th | Street, New York, N. ¥. 
|attendance was distinctly affected, | ‘ 2 | SUBSCRIPTION 
| penne. of all classes huddling close | 1) Annual. . $10 Foreign...... $11 
| to radio sets || Single C NODIED. «ccccccceccce. Bb Gente 
It was indicated that boxoffices ‘Chiefly. Filipino. || 
| would be even further affected last} |) Vol. 145 eters: No. 1 
|night (Tuesday), when President} And Chinese (Few Jap) i = 
Roosevelt went on the air with a| et etemmiag ) Te 
special message. Only shows w hich | House Boys i In H’ wood | INDEX 
had theatre parties failed to feel the} er ae re iKeee a ee 
effect of the startling Jap bombing of | a | Cheatin ee 
Pacific points. It is anticipated that | | Holls wood. Dec. 9. Concert-Opera . 94 
yusiness will not come back until The Hollywood domestic situation nee 
after the holidays, with the war sit- not affected much. if at all. by the Exploitation <n 
}uation a doubtless dominant factor.) Jananese servant | le For manv Film Booking ( " 16 
With the idea of furnishing service years Jap servants were largely em- Filn Review © 3 
to —arowee , and seeped coun-| ployed in the film colony, but for the House Reviews 46 
| teracting the inclination to remain at} past 10 years they have been pretty 
| home, legit theatres are ictten well weeded out, with Filip no and Inside—Legit ... 0 I 
latest war bulletins to audiences,| Chinese servants replacing them Inside—Music . 40 
news to be read from stages during| There are a large number of Japs Inside—Orchestras _ 38 
intermissions |doing gardening service in Beverly | : ee Ge 9° 
Se Hills and Hollywood homes. On|} rE ted og 5 22 | 
Monday (8) but few of them were | Inside—Radio . ...... 48 
‘NEWSREELERS’ FAST missing from their chores. Those||| International .............. 15 
who were not on the job are believed | ne a a On ene a + sgt 
SPECIALS ON WAR to have been on the FBI list and are | ceieeite et rs 49 
probably being checked as to the || 
purpose of their being in the country ||| Music ................. sees 39 
- now. {| WOME Os oe cc ce cee tate ee 
All the newsreels, excepting All employers of Jap help have | Night Club Reviews 45 
Pathe, used specials Monday, (8) ON | notified the police and FBI of the ||| ES SD DOV IOWS xy 00 4+ 0.90 
the Japanese attack on American | fact, giving names and as much his- | Obituary .....60 sess sseeee oe 
fortifications in the Pacific, with Par-|tory on background as they could||| Orchestras ...............6 35 | 
| amount easily beating | competitors obtain. Though belief had been | 1 RE ee 4 
|into Broadway theatres. Par reel | | prominent that Japs employed | | Radi ‘ 
|reached the street before 10 o’clock | around Beverly Hills and Hollywood ||| EY ns0b soa us ak Oda ke Coe 25 
in the morning, other three following | might try sabotage and destructive | PemeO POW IOWE ssc sk a vss cee 32 
in the afternoon. Reels used library | stunts, no report of any such mevel | Weenie’. i oe e 40 
shots of old defense setup in the Pa- | has been made to the police in the | | ~ 
| cific, with latest shots of Japanese of- past two days. | | DAILY VARIETY 
ficials in Washington, the burning of | [Less than 50 Japs were employed | | (Published in Hollywood by 
diplomatic papers by the Nipponese | jn and around film studios, with none | Daily Variety, Ltd.) 
and other Capitol material. Par ex- | of them permitted through the gates | $10 e year—$12 foreign 
(Continued on page 54) | yesterday. 3 veniemniitiieeimaieiall 


| States since 1926. 


[Anzac and Far East Represent 187, 
Of U.S. Foreign Film Income; Jap War 
Dent Likely Not Too Hard; Personnel? 


i 
> _ 


While initial repercussions from 
the declaration of war between the 
Allied nations and Japan in the trade 
were highly unfavorable as to the 
damage it might do to foreign busi- 
ness, later appraisal by film company 
foreign department officials indicate 
there will be only minor. disloca- 
tions of the Anzac and Far East 
markets. 

Unless the South Pacific becomes a 
Japanese sea, which few industry 
experts believe, the steady flow of 
American product will continue to 
Australia, New Zealand, Hawaii, the 
Philippines and many other spots in 





Nye Indicts Himself 





Senator Gerald P. Nye (R., 
No. Dakota), in Pittsburgh for 
an America First Rally, Sunday, 
night (7) accused the United 
States of ‘doing its utmost to 
provoke a quarrel with Japan.’ 

One film company executive, 
after reading Nye’s reaction to 
Japan’s treacherous attack, de- 
clared that the Senator, after 
trying to indict the motion pic- 
ture industry, was now attempt- 
ing to indict his own country. 








the Orient. However, immediate, 
albeit temporary, disruption of regu- 
service must cut into 


lar film 

revenue. Others are convinced that 

ships will continue taking films to 

these markets, although possibly 
GEO. NITZE, US. 


convoyed as are most supplies going 
to the British Isles. After all, as 
several executives pointed out, Brit- 
ain survived blackouts and U. S, 
companies continue doing. business 
there. 

Entire Orient and Anzac market 

nd. | (Continued on page 55) 


BOB RISKIN, BIRDWELL 
EN ROUTE FROM LONDON 


London, Dec. 9. 








George Nitze, president of UFA, 
American distributing outlet for Nazi 


city detectives in his New York hotel 
night. He was 
general roundup of | 
selected aliens on a list prepared by | Hollywoodites Robert Riskin and 
thé FBI. | Russell Birdwell are both on their 
Nitze, 48, has been in the United | Way back to the United States. Ris- 
He was arrested | Kin, who resigned from his pros 
at the Barbizon-Plaza hotel and | duction-writing partnership with di- 
driven away in an FBI car. It was| rector Frank Capra last winter to 
. learn where he was!” ork for the Ministry of Information 
taken or his present whereabouts, ee eee the weekend, 
although most other prisoners were |} = hese ay Aastha fo se his way home 
: y boat from Lisbon. He left that 
taken to Ellis Island and reportedly port Thursday (4) on the Excalibur 
will be interned at Camp Upton, LI. | ang arrives in New York about next 
Future of UFA is uncertain, v.p.| Monday (15), He was brought here 
|Ernest Eisele said yesterday morn-| by the British Overseas Air Service 
ling. ‘All we can do is await devel-| about two months ago and estab- 
opments,’ he declared. No other| lished a permanent branch office 
UFA execs or employes were arrested | while in London. 
| according to Eisele. Frederick Fasse | 
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~ Warning Given Abbott & Costello 


o—_--_-—- 


Standard Brands Won’t Accept a Walkout Because 
of Agency Change 


Bud Abbott and Lou Costello have | 
received a warning from Standard | 
Brands against making any move to | 
the Chase & Sanborn Coffee | 
show. The comics have been 1n- 
formed by letter that the account | 
proposes to hold them to the con- | 
tract they signatured shortly before 
the business was switched from the 
J. Walter Thompson agency to Ken- | 
yon & Eckhardt and that should they 
walk the company will not only sue 
for damages but seek to enjoin them 
from taking another program. 

A. & C.’s contract was made di- 
rectly with Standard Brands whereas 
the agreement originally made by | 
Edgar Bergen bound him directly to 
the Thompson agency. Bergen has 
meanwhile agreed to the assignment 
of his contract to Standard Brands. | 
Abbott & Costello’s new three-year 
contract calls for $2,500 a week start- 
ing Jan. 4, 1942, and their salary 
graduates to $5,000 a week on the 
final 26-week option pickup. 
team has asked for its release, ef- 
fective Dec. 28. 

Report persists in the trade that | 
after the coffee account has been es- | 
tablished for a while with Kenyon 
& Eckhardt that agency will also be- 
come the successor to Thompson of 
the Tenderleaf Tea business. Latter | 

roduct underwrites ‘One Man's 
Family’ on the NBC-Red. 


U Ogling Randy Atcher 
As ‘Another Gene Autry’ 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. 

Randy Atcher, of hillbilly song 
act of Bob Atcher and Bonnie Blue | 
Eyes, with Brother Randy, being | 
considered by Universal for a term | 
contract. Studio has an idea of 
building him into a singing western 
star a la Gene Autry. With that in 
view, Coast execs had their local | 
exchange manager, Pete Dana, mak- 
ing flock of photographs of good- | 
looking singer last week at Stanley, | 
where trio was appearing with Ben 
Bernie show. 

Dana, asked for an opinion of 
Atcher’s screen possibilities, sug- 
gested to studio that whole act be 
taken to Coast for a spot in a pic- 
ture, thus permitting extensive tests 
not only of Randy but also of his | 
brother and_ sister-in-law. Turn, 
long featured on radio out of Chi- 
cago, joined Bernie few weeks ago 
and during their absence, programs 
on which they're starred are using | 
transcriptions made by threesome 
before their departure for the road. 


RITA’S BONUS 


$5,000 Extra for Columbia Loanout 
To Boris Morros 


guilt 











| picture 
lowed him time to consummate other 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Bonus of $5,000 will be paid Rita 
Haywerth by Columbia for loanout 
of Boris Morros for ‘Tales of Man- | 
hattan. Agent Frank Vincent re- 
fused to okay the deal without the 
bonus attachment. 


Columbia is getting $1,250 for six 
days’ work. Her salary there is $800 | 
a week. 

Edd in Feb. 

y Opens Tour in Feb. 
Holly wood. Dec 9. 

Nelson Eddy, currently co-starring 
with Jeanette MacDonald in ‘I Mar- 
ried An Angel’ at Metro. starts <h 
annual concert tour in San D ego 
Feb. 2. 

Eastern appearances begin in 
Washington, after a few stops on the 
West Coast. . 


Irving Foy Set in Texas 


Fort Worth. Dec. 9. 
Irving Foy, one of the Fovs of 
vaudeville fame, is new student man- 
ager of the Majestic theatre here. 
He came from Hollywood to join 

manager Bill Farnsworth’s staff. 
Of the other six Foys, Bryan is a 
20th-Fox producer; Cherlie a Hollvy- 
wood night club operator: Mary 
owns a string of West Coast night | 
club concessions; Eddie, Jr., is a film | 
comedian; Dickie manages the Dallas 
Village theatre: Madeleine is the 
wife of Bill O'Donnell, supervisor | 
of Interstate’s West Texas theatres, | 
of which the local Majestic is one. j 


+ 


| deals. 





Berle-ing Over 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Excerpt from the diary of Mil- 
ton Berle (Dec. 4). 


3:30 pm., married to Joyce 
Matthews. 
4 p.m., script conference on 


radio show. 

8 to 10:30 p.m., rehearsal for 
radio show. 

11 p.m., honeymoon. 


no ne mn ane te nr et ete, 


GEORGE COHAN TAKES 
STROLL IN THE PARK 











George M. Cohan. who left the hos- 
| pital following two operations and is! 
| under treatment at his home, sur-| lait colored Miss Sullivan was the 
prised his household by leaving his| cream of 
| Fifth avenue apartment and taking | 
The | a short walk in Central Park, accom- | 


panied by a nurse, early last week. 


Star conceded it was an effort and 
he had a rather uncomfortable night, 
but he took another stroll into the 
park on Friday (5). Cohan is a bit 
disappointed that he has not regained 
strength rapidly. He plans a visit to 
his home in the country shortly. 





Vaude in ‘Dandy’ 
Hollywood, Dee. 9. 
Vaudeville gets a break in ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy, the life story of 
George M. Cohan. at Warners. Bill 
calls for 12 variety acts, supervised 


by William Collier, Sr., long-time pal | 


of Cohan’s and an authority on the 
American theatre in those days. 


Signed thus far are Shattuck & 


Wood, jugglers: Velardi Bros., tight | 


wire artists; Jack & Lea Stary, bike 
riders; and Major McBride, card 
manipulator. 





McCAREY VS. HUGHES 


$175,000 Suit Plus Declaratory 
Relief on Contract 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Leo McCarey filed suit Monday 


| (8) for $175,000 and declaratory re- | 


lief against Howard Hughes on 


| charges that Hughes told other pro- 


ducers of his contractual relations 
with McCarey which allegedly 
caused the director loss of othe1 
assignments. 

McCarey, who is under contract 
to Hughes for one picture per year, 
cited in complaint delays en- 
countered in getting under way the 
he was to make which 


his 
al- 


Statements 
prevented any 


He claims 
ascribed to Hughes 
such negotiations. 


Mervyn LeRoys Scram 


Mervyn LeRoy and his wife, Doris | 


Warner, left for the Coast after two 


| weeks’ sojourn east. 


Highlights of the Metro director’s 
Gotham sojourn were 


from 18 cigars to two (so he com- 
promised and cut them out 100%): 
and his optioning of two lookers for 


tesis. One is Babs Beckwith. 
Powers model, and other is Rose 
Teed of ‘High Kickers.’ 


Ex-Sport of Kings 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Retaining only 10 shares of stock 
in the Hollywood Park Turf Club. 
Jack Warner is out of the racing 
biz. 

He recently sold his interests and 
withdrew from operation of the 
track. 


REVERTING TO TYPE 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Joe Glick, extra and former pugi- 
list. was suspended by Screen Actors 
Guild for taking a sock at Antrim 


Short, executive of Central Casting | 
|Corp. Glick was formerly a leading 


contender for the lightweight cham- 
pionship. 


Action was the second disciplinary 


measure taken by SAG within a 
week. Other suspendee is Joe 
Swartz, charged with rough stuff at 


the casting office. 


nicotine | 
poisoning, which ordered him down | 








MAXINE SULLIVAN 


“Sweet faced, velvet-voiced singer. 
| Maxine Sullivan is the darling of 
i night clubs, school boys and col- 
lege vouths. Last week she found 
a new, choicer audience. Sweet 
swinging such ballads as ‘Barbara 
Allen’ and ‘Who Is Sylvia,’ cafe au 





Coffee Concert in the 
Manhattan Museum of Modern 
Art.”’—Time, November 17, 1941. 





MORE MORALE 
ENTERTAINMENT 





With the outbreak of U. S.-Japa- 
nese hostilities and war with Ger- 
| many and Italy closer than ever be- 
| fore, USO-Camp Shows, Inc., began 
| Monday (8) considering plans for 
entertaining an Army expected to be 
quadrupled or more in size. It also 
|took immediate steps to provide 
| special shows for troops and Navy 
personnel about to embark for over- 
seas service. 

Thousands of soldiers and sailors 
being mobilized on bot. coasts and 


providing CSI with an 
| audience. As a result, where regular 
|} units cannot be switched in, special 
impromptu shows are being ar- 
|ranged. Acts, doing a single shot, are 
not being paid. 


First of these special shows was 
| given on Sunday (7) at Fort Slocum, 
| New Rochelle, N. Y. Slocum is one 


off points for troops going to Iceland 
and elsewhere. They may not see 
American acts for a long time to 
come. Those who entertained were 
the Three Guesses, Willie 
Fredericka, Benay Venuta, Jeanette 
Rose and the Four Blenders. 

Next of the special shows is being 
arranged by Edward Arnold, Coast 
v.p of CSI, for a Navy pier in San 
Francisco. It will be made up of 
Hollywood talent and labeled ‘The 
Sunshine Revue.’ A regular touring 
unit, ‘Thumbs Up,’ arrived in 
Diego, important Coast jumping-off 
place, yesterday (Tuesday) and will 
be held in that territory. 

Billing: ‘Igloo Follies?’ 

Meantime, CSI has tentatively set 
acts for a two-week jaunt to Iceland 
at the request of the Army. Exact 
time of departure is being held 
secret to keep U-boats off the trail 


forced to stick close to barracks are | 
unexpected 
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THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 


hb ppp pba 


al ¥ 
Hollywoed, Dec. 9. 





Finally completed my picture, ‘A Gentleman at Heart,’ and when the 
last scene was over, Ray McCarey, the director, walked up to me and Said: 
‘Berle, you're a finished performer—how does it feel to be through at your 


age?’ 


20th-Fox is a marvelous studio to work for. 


ally fell off a ladder while emoting. 
me up and handed me a stunt check. 

I'm glad the picture is over. Now 
role in ‘The Whispering Ghosts.’ 
an invisible man—in technicolor. 


love my wardrobe in this new picture. 


one yet—I have 12 changes of film. 


I love the part. 


During one scene I accident- 
The producer rushed over, picked 


I'm looking forward to my starring 


In this picture I play 


It will be the most elaborate 


Broadway Department 


Joe Frisco wires me that he ate a 
he can still taste the greasepaint. 


Grossinger’s has announced an innovation for next season. 


sandwich named after an actor and 


It will fea- 


ture borscht capsules—to be taken after each potato. 


Gypsy Rose Lee is so pleased with 


the sale of her book, ‘The G String 


Murders,’ as an added attraction to future buyers she is throwing in a 


runway with each purchase. 


Holly woodiana 
The recent cold nights we've been having out here has played havoe 


with the vegetable crops—so Maxie 
pot on his cauliflower ear. 


Rosenbloom now carries a smudge 


John Barrymore ordered a glass of milk in a night club the other pm— 


and filled his fountain pen with it. 


There's a certain actress who is so swanky and wealthy—all her cor- 
respondence is sent out in mink envelopes. 

Christmas is almost upon us and in Hollywood that means option time 
—so a lot of the studios are doing their Christmas ‘dropping’ early this 


year. 


Music Department 
There’s a certain big-time composer who has a ghost writer who turns 


out nothing but ‘haunting’ melodies. 


Mack Gordon is so pleased with the success of his tune, ‘Chattanooga 
Choo Choo,’ he’s writing a sequel to be called ‘Bronx Local.’ 


Bob Crosby found a way to keep all the boys in his band happy. 


He 


now has all his arrangements printed on racing forms so they can play 
and dope the horses at the same time. 
Radio Department 
My Ballantine radio program moved over to NBC this week and the 


officials were really grand to me. 
as an usher anymore, 


They told me I don’t have to double 


Heard “There Goes Morgan’ on the air and that’s the only program I 
ever listened to that plays Guy Lombardo’s records in Chinese. 
There’s No Truth to the Rumor 


That Boris Karloff is being groomed to 


Betty Grable is trading her ‘Raft’ in 


will only show Abbott and Costello pictures from now on.. 


play romantic roles....That 
for a surfboard....That all theatres 
..That Mayor 


LaGuardia wrote ‘Keep the Home Fires Burning.’ 
Hangnail Descriptions 
Boris Karloff: Ghoul-proof . . . Lupe Velez: Sterno with an accent... 


Berle’s Pearl 
Observation 
What an experience for me when 


Joyce Matthews: 


Jerry Colonna: A Fuller Fugitive. 
Department 


I got married last week. That was 


the only time in my life that I played a straight man—and liked it. 


Eavesdropped at Mike Lyman’s: ‘She has lovely 


| together by appointment.’ 


Eavesdropped at Palm Springs: ‘He’s the only lawyer in town 


| swayed by a jury.’ 
My brother (the one who sends collect birthday greetings) has invented 
|a device that wakes him up at 4 o'clock in the afternoon, puts food in 
| his mouth—and then croons him back to sleep 


j 


of the Army’s principal eastern take- | 


Dee, | 


| 


San | 


’ 


and names of the acts are tempo- | 


while State 
approval is 


rarily being withheld 
department and Army 
being obtained. 
Another prospect for enlarged ac- 
tivity by CSI is presentation of small 


| bridge, 


shows in factories. This would be 
modeled after the industrial circuit 
which has greatly aided worker 
morale in Britain. A government- | 


show biz 
there, it i: 


tainment 


cooperative enterprise 
known as ENSA (Enter- 
National Service Associa- 
and administered by Basil 
London film and legit pro- 


tion) 
Dean, 
ducer. 

These shows in England are pre- 
sented during lunch and rest hours 
| —which may ke any time of the day 
or night when factories are working 
|24 hours a day. Entertainment is 
| designed to pep up the workers and 
| improve morale, with a resultant in- 
crease in their productive capacity. 





| 
Reverse Yankee 


| 





Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
| Archie Mayo draws the director 
| chore on ‘A Tommy in the U. S. A.,’ 
|an aftermath of ‘A Yank in the 
A.E.F.,” to be produced at 20th-Fox 
early next year. 

Production reins are being handled 
by Len Hammond. 





Whatever 
Three Shades of Brown 
Fain & Dunn 
Kelly, Kelty & Crompton 


Became of 


teeth—they only 


get 


who was 


° 
Four Manning Sisters 
Wally Sharples 

All the Jap Jugglers 


Afterpiece 


Hollywood is the only place in the 


MARCH AS ‘MARK TWAIN’? 


Hannibal, Mo., Excited About Being 
Locale for WB Film 


St. Louis, Dec. 9. 

That Hannibal, Mo., 125 
north of St. Louis may be the locale 
for the making of ‘The Adventures 
of Mark Twain’ was seen last week | 


miles 


when Jesse L. Lasky visited the his- 


torical Mississippi river town and 


was one of the honored guests dur- 
ing the two-day celebration in ob- 
servance of the 160th birthday of 
Samuel Langhorne Clemens. 

Boasting a home 
hotel, souvenir shop, 
and service establishments named 
after Clemens’ immortal nom-de- 
plume, the town is in a dither over 
the possibility of being the scene of 
flicker to be made by a major pro- 
ducer. 

Lasky said he had about decided 
to cast Fredric March and Olivia de 
Havilland for the roles of Clemens | 
and Olivia Longdon whom he mar- 
ried after having written ‘Innocents 
Abroad.’ 


N. Y. to L.A. | 


Whitney Bolton. 
Donald Friede. 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
Arthur W. Kelly. 
Mervyn LeRoy. 
Joseph Manciewciz. 
Lewis Milestone. 
Daniel T. O'Shea. 
George Raft. 
Edward C. Raftery. 
Gilbert Ralston, 

E. L. Scanlon. 
Grad Sears. 

David O. Selznick. 
Doris Warner. 


museum, cave, 


retail 





Collier Young. 
Robert Young. 


world wkere everyone sees lie to lie. 


Even Nitery Imbibing 
No Respite from War 


Nitery biz, like that in theatres, 
was lower than a shell hole on Mon- 
day (8) evening. War and the desire 
to be close to a radio kept prospec- 
tive patrons uneasily at home. 

Biz in the niteries has been very 
good recently, but started to take a 
drop on Friday (5), even before 
possibility of war with the Japs be- 
came extremely acute. It was below 
standard Saturday, still lower Sun- 
day and hit bottom Monday. 

Upturn is expected in a week or 
so, when people get oriented to new 


,Situash and start seeking the let’s- 
forget water. 

Grim sort of press-agentry was 
indulged in yesterday (Tuesday) by 
the Montparnasse, east side N. Y. 
bistro. It erected sandbag barricades 
vith peepholes and announced busi- 
ness was going on as usual, 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Wallace Beery. 
Norman Blackburn. 
Joan Blondell 

Sam Briskin. 

Steve Broidy. 

L. Wolfe Gilbert. 
Will H. Hays. 
David Hempstead. 
Emily Holt. 

Glenn Hunter. 

Lois Andrews Jessel. 
William Lawrence. 
Myrna Loy. 

Henry R. Luce. 
Herman J. Mankiewicz. 
Joseph Mankiewicz. 
Tony Mann. 
Gertrude Martin. 
Nellie Messinger. 
Arthur Pryor, Jr. 
Eddie Sherman. 
Joe Stauffer. 
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Goldwyn Can't See Himself Leaving 
RKO; and Certainly Not Now 





+ 





‘Talking of his possible return to 
United Artists, Sam Goldwyn stated: 

‘Frankly, it would be foolish on 
my part and bad for the RKO dis- 
tribution and theatre department 
morale if I were to even think of 
leaving that company, especially 
when they’re still winding up sales 
‘ on my first picture via RKO, ‘Little 
Foxes, and they haven't even 
started to sell ‘Ball of Fire,’ my 
second through that company. 

‘I never worry about distribution; 
I make quality pictures and the rest 
takes care of itself. I'll start the 
Lou Gehrig film next month and the 
Bob Hope picture in March, which, 
incidentally, won’t be a musical, al- 
though T'll make a Hope musical 
later on, so why worry about who'll 
release them. 

‘Sure I have friends in UA like 
David Selznick and Alex Korda who 
would like to see me back in the 
company, but I also have friends in 
RKO and I'm very happy where I 
am. 

‘My releasing deal through RKO 
called for two pictures and I’ve de- 
livered ‘Little Foxes’ and ‘Ball of 
Fire,’ and there’s no reason why, if 
they continue to function as effec- 
tively in selling my product, they 
can't handle the future product.’ 

Speaking of comedians, Goldwyn 
thinks that Danny Kaye, in ‘Let's 
Face It,’ is the hottest thing since 
Eddie Cantor clicked for Ziegfeld, 
and the producer—who returned to 
the Coast over the weekend —is 
frank in stating he wants Kaye for 
pictures. (In the trade of course, 
it’s known that the William Morris 
office, which is handling Kaye's 
future Hollywood career, will sign 
nothing until the proper vehicle is 
Selected. In fact, Kaye may de- 
cide that the filmization of ‘Face It’ 
might be the right thing to debut 
him into films.) 


DAVID ROSE ARRIVES 
FOR N. Y. PAR CONFABS | 


David Rose, Paramount’s manag- 
ing director in Great Britain, arrived ! 
in New York Monday (8) for home- 
office confabs on latest distribution 
and production developments in 
Britain. Rose said that full details 


an 
vt 





| pix, 


of the war’s outbreak Sunday in the} 


Pacific were s 
the Exeter. 

He learned of the death of Oscar 
Deutsch, head of Odeon circuit, while 


Harley and Kane Stuck 
In Lisbon; Boating In 


received on his boat, 





Because all Clipper service from 
New York to Lisbon has been taken 
over for official use, F. L. Harley 
20th-Fox managing director in Great 
Britain, will come on to the U.S. by 
boat. He had planned to meet 
Robert T. Kane, company’s produc- 
tion chief in Britain, in Lisbon and 
then Clipper across. Passage was 
cancelled by U.S. government order. 

Now the N.Y. office is attempting 
to secure passage for both Harley 
and Kane on the American Export 
liner, Excambion, due to leave Lis- 
bon next Friday (12). 

William Powers, Herschel Stuart 
and J. C. Graham, officials of Na- 
tional Theatres, in which 20th-Fox 
hold a heavy stake, are still in Au- 
Stralia, according to latest reports 
received in N.Y., although Powers 
and Clay Hake, 20th-Fox manager 
in Australia, were supposed to be 
coming back to N.Y. shortly. 





Mayo Vice Lang 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Fritz Lang has been pulled off di- 
Tection of ‘Moon Tide’ at 20th-Fox, 
picture being given to Archie Mayo. 
Shift was made on account of dif- 


ferences over story treatment. 
Lang was assigned to ‘House at 
Peace.’ 


| 


Pix Biz’s War Rally 





Will Hays wea President 
Roosevelt Monday (8) that the 
directorate of the Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Assn., 
had adopted a resolution pledg- 
ing the service of the association 
to the Chief Executive and the 
nation. Message stated: 

‘The Motion Picture Producers 
& Distributors Assn. of Amer- 
ica hereby pledge our service 
and support to the President and 
the Nation, and reiterate our 
resolve to maintain the con- 
tinued flow of wholesome enter- 
tainment as an essential contri- 
bution to military and civilian 
morale and to national spirit.’ 

Film publicity men in New 
York offered their ‘collective 
talents’ en masse to the Govern- 
ment’s civilian defense organiza- 
tions. Joseph Gould, prez of the 
Screen Publicists Guild, did so 
in wires to the Office of Emer- 
gency Management, Office of 
Civilian Defense and Office of 
Defense Information. 


Friedl Adds WB 
Product to His 
Northwest Chain 


Minneapolis, Dec. 9. 

John J. Friedl, Minnesota Amus. 
Co. (Paramount) head, is in Chicago 
this week completing a circuit deal 
for Warner Bros. product. He was 
accompanied by John Branton, chief 
with Ben 
Kalmenson, Rud Lonrenz and Art 
Anderson, representing the dis- 
tributor, and also will attend a meet- 
ing of Paramount partners. 











booker, and will confer 


yw is set in Minne- 
of circuit deals, with 
Universal, Columbia 


Big chain n 
sota, as result 
Par, 20th-Fox, 





RKO, Republic and United Artists 


and a Metro franchise. | 
Par, Rep. Deals | 
Paramount has closed deals with | 
two important circuits for its wich 
two blocks of 1941-42 pictures. They 
are with the Griffith chain, oper- | 
ating in Texas, Missouri, Kansas, | 
Arizona and New Mexico, and the | 
Fanchon & Marco string in the St. | 
Louis area. Charlie Reagan, as- | 


sistant sales manager at the Par h.o., 


| Persons illy negotiated the F&M con- | 
tract. 

Republic has closed 1941-42 deals | 
with the Minnesota Amusement cir- | 
cuit in the northwest, owned by | 
Paramount, and with the Lichtman | 
chain in Washington, D. C., and Vir- 
|ginia. J. R. Grainger, Rep sales 
head, is at present in Atlanta on 


| quisition 





| 


| legal action, 


Counter-action 


final details in connection with ac- 
of the Artl Bromberg 
franchise for the heastern terri- 
tory on Rep orem ict. 


ROACH-LOEW SETTLE 
SUITS FOR $100,000 


Substantial payment, said to be in 
excess of $100,000, was made by 
Loew’s-Metro last week to Hal 
Roach in settlement of his $1,289,000 | 
suit against the companies. Settle- | 
ment was made out of court. Roach |} 
on Friday (5) withdrew his suit and | 


IT 
1ul 


sout 








Loew’s simultaneously withdrew its 
countersuit. | 
Producer claimed, in filing the | 


that from 1926 to 1940, | 
Metro had overcharged him on dis- 
tribution of his shorts and features. | 
by Li asserted 
that Roach failed to deliver picture: 
he had promised. 


EW s 


‘SELLING AWAY’ THREATS 








+ 


NISTRIB WEAPON 
FORCING Heh 


Threat to Offer Product i 
Opposition Accounts Bring- 
ing Some Buyers Around 
—Saenger Not Playing 
‘Foxes’ and Sparks Also 
Resisting Terms — Par 
Was Near Break with 
Loew’s N. Y. Circuit 


INDIES’ POSITION 





The expedient of either selling 
or threatening to do so 
growing among distributors 
this season, are in a dog-eat-dog bat- 
tle with exhibitor accounts in the 
sale of 1941-42 pictures. Higher 
terms are being sought by all com- 
panies, including the five under the 
consent decree as well as United 
Artists, Universal and Columbia 


who are not signatory to the blocks- 
of-five pact. 

Metro was the first to break with 
a large circuit, the McNeil & Naify 
combine on the Coast, while during 
the past week Paramount and 
Loew’s, covering some 65 theatres 
in Greater New York, were re- 
ported close to a schism, but since 
healed. 

Paramount started selling 1941- 
42 product Sept. 1, but had been 
unable to get together with Loew’s 
following lengthy negotiations and 
an actual state of deadlock was 
reached during the past week, mak- 
ing it appear that Par might chance 
selling away from the circuit in the 
metropolitan N. Y. area, largest of 
any in the zone. 

However, on Friday 
M, 


away is 


who, 


(5) Nicholas 
Schenck, president of Loew’s, 
(Continued on page 55) 


AMUS. STOCKS 








ALSO DENTED 


After it looked like amusement 
shares might take the Japanese war 
stride, both picture and 
stocks were badly hit in late 
g Monday and again by drastic} 











news in 


radio 





sellin 


stock market decline yesterday 
(Tue Preferred high-priced 
issues of film companies were socked | 
severly at first but all common shares 


were bopped in Tuesday’s bear sell- | 


sday) 


off. Air-raid alarms in N.Y, did not} 
help after Wall Street began to sus- 
pect that the’ initial blast from the 
Japs in the Pacific likely was worse | 
than originally admitted here. 

Both Columbia stocks, as well as 
Radio common, were sold down to| 
new lows for the year, with latter 
on heavy volume. All picture shares 
were off from around a point to 
| nearly four. 


|Paramount to play opposite Kay 


Film Biz's Chi Unity Meeting 
Quickly Veers Into an All-Out 
Industry Move to Aid America 





Exciting Times at U 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Three pictures, a whodunit, a 
chiller and an adventure tale, go into 
production tomorrow (Wed.) at Uni- 
versal. 

Phil Rosen is director on ‘Mystery 
of Marie Roget,’ Erle C. Kenton on 
‘Ghost of Frankenstein,’ and Christy 
Cabanne on ‘Drums of the Congo.’ 


Connors Starts 


At 20th; to Rep 








Kent at Chi Meet 





Tom Connors went on the 20th- 
Fox payroll Monday (8) as personal 
assistant to S. R. Kent, president, and 
is in Chicago to represent Kent at 
this week’s industry unity meeting. 
Felix Jenkins, counsel for 20th, 
also attending the unity session. The 
eastern-southern division 
manager for Metro has a five-year 
contract with 20th at a reported 
$104,000 annually. 
Connors favor a program of industry 


cooperation such as proposed at Chi- 
cago, 


former 


Both Kent and} 





is | 


| 
| 


| least until after 





By JOHN C. FLINN 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 

In the light of rapidly changing 
world affairs, the U. S. declaration 
of a state of war with Japan, and a 
complete shift of the country’s econ- 
omy to a war basis, the conference 
of film theatre operators, represent- 
ing more than half of the houses in 
the country, and top executives of 
nearly every national distributor, has 
switched from a forum for discus- 
sion of internal industry problems to 
a meeting at which industry leaders 
are pledging to the President and the 
public every resource of the film 
business, 

It is a coincidence that the confer- 
ence, which opened a two or three- 
day session at noon today (Tues.) 
should have been organized and is 
in actual meeting at the moment 
when every American is asking him- 
self and his associates how best he 
can serve the nation. 


Group which is meeting here in 
the Hotel Blackstone is called the 
Joint National Conference Commit- 
tee. Its proponents have been 
months in completing arrangements, 
extending invitations and preparing 
an agenda. Primed to act as spear- 
head for an all industry movement 


for unity of action in both internal 
and external matters, the planned 


program has been set to one side at 
adoption of resolu- 
tions outlining the film industry’s of- 
fer to assume any service in behalf 
of the nation which the President 
and his advisers may suggest. 
Spokesmen for the trade recall the 
important part which the industry, 


His successor in Metro, E. K. (Ted) | and particularly the small theatre 
O’Shea, has already taken hold of f operator, played in the first World 


the eastern-southern division, 
Jack Flynn, Chicago district man- | 
ager, who will assume charge 
O’Shea’s former central divish, is ex- | 
pected in the h. o. in a week or two} 
after completing negotiations on)! 
product deals in the Chicago area 
which he has been handling. 

William F. Rodgers, Metro’s sales 
manager, who left for Chicago Sun- | 
day (7), has not as yet determined 
on Flynn’s suceessor over the cen- 
tral district. 





Sarecky Carries Banner 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 











Barney Sarecky is the new pro- 
duction manager for Sam Katzman’s 


film producing unit, Banner Pic- | 
tures, releasing through Monogram. | 
‘Mr. Wise Guy,’ featuring the| 


| East Side Kids, is the first job under 





KAY DRAWS DREW 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. 


Sarecky’s new pact. | 
RKO borrowed Ellen Drew from | 


Kyser in the Harold Lloyd produc- | 


tion, ‘My Favorite Spy.’ 
Actress planed back from Wash- 
ington, where she had been visiting 


her husband, Sy Bartlett, now in U.S. 
service, 




















Industry Pledges Itself 





Full support of the film industry to the nation’s war effort was 
promised the President in a resolution passed at the opening of the 
Joint National Conference Committee here today (Tuesday). 


lution stated: 
‘Whereas, 


of Japan, and whereas, on the 9th 
assembled in the city of Chicago, 


tributors and theatre owners of the motion picture industry of the 
whereas the motion picture industry desires to 
all-out support in the great effort this nation is called upon 
be is resolved that this body go on record 
ing such wholehearted support in the great task which now 


United States, and, 


pledge its 
to make; now, therefore, 
as pledg 
confronts America, and that copies 
sent to the President of the United States, 
the Secretary of the Navy.’ 
Resolve was introed by 


onded by Ed Kuykendall 


the Congress of the United States has declared that a 
state of war now exists between the United States and the Empire 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 


Reso- 


day of December, 1941, there are 
representatives of producers, dis- 


of this resolution be immediately 
the Secretary of War and 


and | War. 


of | the civilian population, 


| trust 





2obert H. Poole of Los Angeles and sec- 


His screen carried graphically 
the official messages of all kinds to 
supplement- 
ing the less dramatic newspaper an- 
nouncements. Although radio is the 
| swifter carrier of news and orders, 
films will occupy an important place 
in the national military scheme. To 
| declare its readiness and its willing- 
ness the conference places itself on 
record. 


Industry Changes May 
End Consent Selling 
In period of nearly six yeajrs 


which has passed, since the aban- 
donment of the NRA Code Authority 


a 


and local arbitration boards, the in- 
| dust has been in constant unrest 
for the lack of a set of formulae to 
adjust the complex internal prob- 
lems. It generally agreea among 


those meeting here that the terms 
of the consent decree, which mo- 
mentarily have established an arm- 
istice in the U. S. Government anti- 
suit against major companies, 
are wholly impractical to successful- 


| ly cope with an industry where con- 


ditions change 
film trade. 


as swiftly as in the 


It is probably too early to predict 
| what actions, if any, will be taken 
by the conference group with re- 


spect to the consent decree, but there 
will be both exhibitors and distribu- 


tors who will argue for a concerted 
appeal to the U. S. Court in New 
York for immediate modification for 
some of the decree provisions, par- 


ticularly the clauses compelling 
‘group of five, or less’ selling. 

No one here has a good word for 
the new selling plan, which has been 
effective with releases since last 
Sept. 1. Now, in the circumstances 
of a nation at war, it is regarded as 
unlikely that the Department of 
Justice will press the anti-trust 
suits against Columbia, Universal 
and United Artists, at least in time 


for a decision before next June 1. 
Failure of the Government to bring 
about five-picture selling by these 


companies, on the same basis as the 


corporations which signed the de- 
cree-—Metro, Paramount, Warners, 
20th-Fox and RKO—opens the situa- 
tion for the consenting companies to 
ask and obtain release from the sell- 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Rathvon Likely to Become a V.P. Of 
RKO as Odlum s Rep: Schaefer OK'd 





N.-Peter Rathvon, chairman of the 
executive committee of Radio-Keith- 
Orpheum Corp., Floyd Odlum’s rep- 
resentative on the board, will be- 
come more active in company af- 
fairs as a result of policies now be- 
ing formulated. Rathvon, who now 
occupies a separate office in the 
RKO Bidg., has been keeping tab 
on numerous Odlum interests, such 
as the Madison Square Garden 
Corp., Bonwit Teller’s, and various 
other companies in which Odlum 
has large financial investments. 
This is in addition to Rathvon's 
close attention to the film produc- 
ing-distributing and theatre com- 
panies. 

Probability is that Rathvon may 
be designated a vice-president of 
RKO shortly, as indication of his in- 
creased duties, with specific assign- 
ments currently being discussed. 
Advisability of reducing the current 
RKO board of directors from 12 | 
members to eight is another point 
still being debated, with question as 
to whether a change from the pres- 
ent setup would result in greater 
flexibility yet to be determined. 

George J. Schaefer stays on as 
prexy of RKO, with authority un- 
diminished, signaturing of a new 
contract now being merely a for- 
mality. General agreement for con- 
tinuation of the current manage- 
ment, with Schaefer at the helm, had 
previously been arrived at and was 
okayed at a meeting of directors 
last Wednesday (3). Terms and 
duration of the new Schaefer con- 
tract, which have not been definitely 
fixed, from accounts, were discussed 
during the Wednesday session. 





B’way Tycoons 





They're gagging that next to 
war industries, big businesses 
might be labeled Olsen & John- 
son and Max Gordon. 

Gordon has four shows on 
Broadway, and, wherever you 
look, you see O&J, either with 
‘Hellzapoppin’ or ‘Sons 0’ Fun, 
or coming to the Rivoli: Screen 
version of ‘Hellzapoppin’. 


HENIGSON AGAIN GM. 
OF SELZNICK AGCY. 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Henry Henigson resumes as gen- 
eral manager of the Myron Selznick 
agency on a recent deal made in 
New York. He occupied the same 
post two years ago. 
Selznick is due here Thursday 
(11) after six weeks in the east. 














Williamson in Pro Tem 
Charge for WB in Atlanta 


For the time being a district man- 
ager will not be appointed to suc- 
ceed Ralph McCoy fer Warner Bros. 
at Atlanta, but his successor there 
over the exchange, W. C. Williamson, 


situation locally. He was formerly 
exchange head for Warners at Mem- 
phic. 

McCoy, who came into the home 
office during the past week and will 
make N.Y. his headquarters, has 





‘Slapping Around Their Own 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Harry Langdon and Charles Rogers 
are pulling a two-way team job for 
Producers Releasing Corp., not only 
| slapsticking each other as actors, but 
huddling together as co-writers of 
gags. No title set yet. 

Comedy, still untitled, will be pro- 
duced by Bernard B. Ray. 


Rubin, Zukor, Balaban, 
Others Promise Pix Biz 
Co-Op to NYU’s Classes 


Cooperation of the film industry 
ie promised last week by J. Robert 
| Rubin, v.p. and general counsel of 
Metro, to New York University in 
|the conduct of its new curriculum 
in motion picture writing and pro- 
duction. Rubin represented the in- 
dustry at a tea held at the tni- 
versity to inaugurate the new pro- 
gram. 

Speaking for NYU were Dean 
Charles Maxwell McConn and Prof. 
Robert Gessner, who is in charge of 
the film course, which is a four- 
year affair leading to a degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. Among industry- 
ites who attended were Adolph 
Zukor, wko spoke briefly, pointing 
out how much progress had been 
made in the past 30 years, when a 
university begins to develop writers 
especially for the screen. 

Others who were on hand includ- 
ed Barney Balaban, Austin Keough, 














Jr., will be in virtual charge of the| John Byram, Richard Mealand, Les- 
|lie Roush, Justin Herman, Al Wilkie 


and Hiller Innes, all of Paramount; 
William Fadiman, Metro; Coles 
Trapnell, 20th-Fox, and Carl E. 
Milliken, of the Hays office. 

One hundred studes are currently 
taking the film courses, with 25 of 





Par Would Consolidate 5 Suits By 


Stockholders; OK on Loew's 8, WB’s 10 





Short’s Long Green 





Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

‘They Shall Have Music’ is 
only a Metro short but it has 
one number that cost $87,000. 
Originally the tuneful sequence 
was filmed for studio’s ‘Ziegfeld 
Girl’ but not used. 

Other tunes are being wrapped 
around it by Frank Whitbeck, 
producer. 


NICK DEAN OUT ON 
$25,000 CASH BAIL 


Nick Dean, alias Nick Circeila, 
Chicago gangster charged with ex- 


torting $1,000,000 from major film 
companies by the Government, was 
freed on bail Thursday (4) from jail 
when he posted $25,000 in cash. 
Dean will be tried along with Louis 
Kaufman of the Newark local of the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees early in January. 


Dean also operated the Yacht and 
Colony Clubs in Chicago and was 
reported to be George E. Browne's 
bodyguard and right hand man. He 
and Kaufman are accused of black- 
jacking the major. film companies 
into paying him money to avoid a 
strike in the IATSE. 











Moss Chief Barker 
Philly Variety Club 
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Paramount Pictures, Inc., applied 
to N.Y. supreme court yesterday 
(Tuesday) for permission to consoli. 
date five stockholder suits against it, 
its officers and directors in connec. 


tion with payments made by these . 


officers and directors to George FE. 
Browne and William Bioff, former 
president and west coast representa- 
tive of the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees respec- 
tively. Stockholders all seek the 
same relief, namely, an accounting on 
approximately $100,000 paid to the 
discredited labor leaders, 


Paramount is also asking that the 
applications of the five plaintiffs to 
examine its officials before trial be 
stayed. The film company filed a 
general denial to the charges, and 
stated as a separate defense that its 
officials had acted in good faith and 
in the best interests of stockholders, 
and since the acts were in good faith, 
no demand for a return of the monies 
could be asked. Paramount in seek- 
ing a dismissal also says’ that the 
three years statute of limitations bars 
the plaintiffs from making any 
claims against it. 

Ten stockholder actions against 
Warner Bros. Inc., were consoli- 
dated in N.Y. supreme court Mon- 
day (8) by Justice Ferdinand 
Pecora. The court appointed former 
Judge Alfred J. Talley as chief 
counsel for the plaintiffs. 


All suits arise eut of the payments 
made by officers and directors of 
Warner Bros. to Bioff and Browne in 
their respective positions as west 
coast representatives and president 
of the International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Employees to prevent 
strikes being called in the IATSE. 








been appointed southern-midwes- pale ; . : : An application by the plaintiffs to ex- 
Par Calls In $4,000,000 tern dacliion manager in charge of them majoring in the subject. Ed M aber gr wu * amine officers and directors of 
W rih f 2d Pfd. Shares most of the former duties of Ben Gar suse, amy Sranch man- |Warner Bros. before trial was 
0 0 |Kelmenson, while Henry Herbel is ° ager of 20th Century-Fox, was elect- | stayed. 
At 10.60 P r on Feb promoted to handle the far west Studio Contracts ed Chief Barker of Tent 13, Variety | On Friday (5), Jusice Isidor 
e e e under supervision of Kalmenson. Club, at a meeting of the board of | Wasservogel granted a plea by 
|Herbel has been district manager 


directors at the club’s headquarters | Loew's, Inc., and consolilated eight 
| stockholder suits against it, based on 


| the same type of payments by Loew 





over the Los Angeles territory. 


Redemption of all outstanding sec- eas 
As southeastern district chief, 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. /|in the Bellevue - Stratford on Sat. 





ond preferred stock early next year 
was authorized by the Paramount 
board of directors last week, a move 


McCoy had also acted as Atlanta 
branch manager, in effect filling two 


Sig Grolich drew a stock player 
ticket at Metro. 
Frank Orth inked pact at 20th-Fox. 


(6). He succeeds Earle Sweigert. | directors. 


William A. MacAvoy was elected 


Browne and Bioff were convicted 


which has long been contemplated | Posts. Henry Krumm, Dallas sales-| ijjarq Mitchell's player eption| treasurer, and Elmer O. Wilschke | and sentenced to eight and 10 years 
by the company although the method |man for Warners, is promoted to | jitted by RKO. hau aeistenien in prison respectively, after being 
for calling in the shares was unde- |take over the Memphis branch, suc-; Mark Daniels handed actor con- ; found guilty in the N. Y. federal 


cided until recently. Second pre- 
ferred will be redeemable on Feb. 3, 
at the redemption price of $10.06 a 
share, with outstanding scrip on this 
issue naturally included in the re- 
demption call at a rate proportionate 
to the redemption price. 

With 412,200 shares of second pre- 
ferred stock including scrip present- 
ly outstanding, it’s figured that re- 
deeming of these shares will cost the 
company around $4,000,000. How- 
ever, there is no assurance that call- 
ing these shares will cost Paramount 
that amount because second pre- 
ferred holders have until Jan. 20 to 
convert their shares into common. 
With 90c paid or declared payable 
this year on the common, and Par 
saving $247,320 in annual divvy pay- 
ments on the second preferred as a 
result of this redemption plan, nat- 
ural supposition in financial circles 
is that many second preference issue 
holders may switch to the common 





ceeding Williamson there. 

Fred Jack, Dallas district manager 
and an old Grad Sears’ man, had 
been mentioned often for divisional 
promotion following the appoint- 
ment of Kamenson as general sales 
manager. One report is that he is 
satisfied to stay where he is. 


Harman’s Indie Inker 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Ternyson’s old English sagas of 
chivalrous rough stuff will be fash- 
ioned into a Technicolor cartoon, 
‘King Arthur Knights,’ to be filmed 
by Hugh Harman Productions, Inc. 
It is the first independent produc- 
tion by Harman, who recently left 
Metro to go out on his own. 








tract by Metro. 

Frank Orth drew player ticket et 
20th-Fox. 

Artpur Space, New York legit 
actor, signed for three pictures at 
Metro, 

Roddy McDowall’s player option 
lifted by 20th-Fox. 


Marching Orders 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Hal Roach’s latest contribution to 
the uplift of military service, ‘About 
Face,’ goes into production today 
(Tues.) with Kurt Neumann as di- 
rector. 

William Tracy, Joe Sawyer, Mar- 
jorie Lord and Margaret Dumont 
head the cast. 














Jack Warner Picks 


Up Much WB Stock, 


Members of the board of directors 


chosen by the membership two days 
prior were: Harry Biben, James P. 
Clark, Al Davis, Al Fisher, Charles 
H. Goodwin, MacAvoy, Moss, Ted 
Schlanger, Sam Stiefel, David Supo- 
witz, Wilschke, Jack Beresin, Swei- 
gert, Dr. Leon Levy, Jay Emanuel, 
William Clark and Ben Amsterdam. 

The banquet committee announced 
that if the present war emergency 
permits, Vice President Henry A. 
Wallace may attend the Variety 
Club’s annual banquet Sunday (14) 
at the Bellevue. Already accepting 
invitations are U. S. Senator 
Connolly, chairman of the Senate’s 
Foreign Relations Committee; Post- 
master General Frank C. Walker, 
Secretary of Commerce Jesse Jones, 
and Public Information Coordinator 
William J. Donovan. 

Toastmaster for the affair will be 
former New York Mayor James J. 
Walker. ‘Ringmaster’ will be Henny 


Tom | 


court of extortion. 

Judge John C. Knox yesterday 
(Tuesday) allowed the labor leaders 
until Feb. 10, 1942, to file their bill 
of exceptions and assignment of 
errors on the appeal. The Judge 
also extended the time of the court 
to one year further, Feb. 10, 1943, to 
have jurisdiction over the appeal. 
Bioff and Browne's attorneys had re- 
quested the extension pointing out 
that there were 2,180 pages of min- 
utes plus numerous exhibits, and 
these could not possibly be ready for 
filing with the Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals by the expiration date, Dec. 
12, 1941, 


Nick and Weston Check 
Into the Clink Jan. 1 


St. Louis, Dec. 9. 








rather than dispose of second pre- Youn 
gman. A sellout of the more 7 
ferred shares. F ; than 1,500 tickets was reported. The John P. Nick and Clyde A. Weston, 
Second preferred is grants aa hen ducats are $10 each plus $1 Federal | °USted heads of the local IATSE, 
or before Jan. 20 into common, but tax. will start the New Year in a 


not after that date, on the usual 
stipulated basis of nine shares of 
common for each 10 shares of sec- 
ond preferred. Common has been 
selling at slightly better than $1 per 
share higher than the second pre- 
ferred, representing the differential 
on the exchange basis. 


Col Exes on Own Co.; Par's Big Trades 





; Washington, Dec. 9. 
Large-scale dealing by Wall Street- 
ers in film stocks during October, 


while American Co. has an interest 
in 268,230 common shares and Atlas 
also accounts for 47,571 pieces of 6% 
convertible preferred. Atlas bought 





Kozanowski Heads Buffalo 
Buffalo, Dec. 9. 
Variety Club, Tent 7, has elected 
Stanley Kozanowski, manager of the 
Rivoli, as Chief Barker. Other offi- 
cers are Elmer F. Lux, first assistant 


United States Federal clink to serve 
a five-year jolt for violating the 
anti-racketeering statute. The man- 
date of the U. S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, upholding their conviction, 
was received by the U. S. marshal 
last week and it required them to 


All of these preferred shares not | and string of Jack Warner purchases, 1,500 shares of the preferred during | chief barker; Andrew Gibson, second apg na — age “ ies 
converted into common will be re-/| were unveiled last week in the most October, in four trades. assistant chief barker; W. E. J. Mar- prod 7 7 & OS 
deemed from cash in company’s | Court refused to review the Ap- 


treasury, last cash balance of Para- 
mount and subsidiaries being figured 
at $27,000,000. 

Company listed 22,600 shares of 
this second preferred as held in the 
treasury. 

Debentures Swap 

The exchange offer of Paramount 
to swap cutstanding 3% convertible 
debentures for 4% debs (due in 1956) 
last week was extended to Dec. 11. 
Par decided at a special meeting on 
Nov. 10 to redeem all 3%% con- 
vertible debs outstanding on Dec. 12 
and at that time extended its ex- 
change offer from the November 
date until Dec. 5. At that time more 
than $16,200,000 of the 314%4% deben- 
tures had been surrendered for ex- 
change or about 80% of the debs 
outstanding, making approximately 


recent Securities & Exchange Com- 
mission report on insiders’ opera- 
tions. 

Manufacturers Trust Co. worked 
both sides of the street, unloading 
$3,341,800 worth of Paramount's 1947 
series of 3%% debentures in four 
batches and picking up seven bun- 
dies to make a net reduction of $3,- 
172,800 worth. The banking firm ex- 
changed the paper for some other 
investment, not Par, and wound up 
October with only $20,000 worth of 
debs and 4,710 shares of 6% convert- 
ible first preferred, 

; The Floyd Odlum outfit was active 
in Radio-Keith-Orpheum, picking up 
10,800 $1 par common ducats in 10 
transactions. Biggest buy was 2,500 
shares. Month’s operations boosted 
the Atlas Corp. portfolio to 834,223 





$2,800,000 still to be redeemed 


common shares. In addition, Atlas 
holds 327,812 eommon warrants, 


Jack Warner was actively boosting 
his holdings of Warner Bros. $5 par 
common throughout most of October. 
In 15 transactions he added 22,900 
tickets, raising his pile to 125,860. 
The biggest acquisition was 5,100 but 
he also had some bunches of 2,900, 
2,500 and 2,000. 

Three ground floor occupants of 
Columbia swelled their holdings of 
no par commen. Samuel J. Bris- 
kin grabbed 1,100 in four instalments, 
raising his total to 1,800; Benjamin 
B. Kahane picked up 500; and Abra- 
ham Schneider acquired a similar 
amount, giving him a total of 2,104. 
Briskin accounts for 13,133 common 
options and Schneider has 7,880. 

Loew’s Boston Theatres purchases 
by the parent, Loew’s, Inc., contin- 
ued. Further small-lot acquisitions 
aggregated 121 shares, making the 
parent’s holding now 118,688, 








tin, secretary-treasurer for the sev- 
enth consecutive year. 

Directors are Lux, Kozanowski. 
Martin, Gibson, Irving Fried, Ralph 
Maw, Sidney Samson, Murray White- 
man, Dewey Michaels, Matthew V. 
Sullivan, Jr., Nicholas J. Basil. 


M-G Playing It Safe 


Hollywood, Dee. 9. 

To avoid any more possible trouble 
with the church, Metro is remaking 
several scenes in ‘Woman of the 
Year.’ Picture is nothing like ‘Two- 
Faced Woman,’ but studio execs have 
decided to re-shoot situations that 
might invite criticism. 

Katharine Hepburn has been 
summoned back to the studio for the 
revised scenes, 


« 











pellate Court decision, and while the 
defendants have the right to ask the 
tribunal to reconsider that ruling 
it is not likely this will be done in- 
asmuch as they lost the decision in 
every legal bout since their indict- 
ment. 

Each is at liberty on $20,000 bonds. 
They were convicted of extorting 
$10,000 in 1936, and $6,500 in 1937, 
from flicker house operators while 
wage negotiations for projectionists 
were pending. 





Can, House Burns 


Regina, Sask., Dec. 9. 
Empress theatre, Ponoka, Alta. 
was gutted by fire of unknown origin 
recently and adjoining home of B. R. 
Headley, theatre owner, was dam- 
aged. 
Theatre will be rebuilt soon. 
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Metro Revamping Garbo Pic; Press 
Reactions Help (Now Hurt) at B.0. 








As had been indicated last week, | 
Metro is going ahead with revisions | 


of ‘Two-Faced Woman’ so that it 
can be re-submitted to the Legion 
of Decency in hopes of having the 
picture removed from the objection- 
able list. Company apparently be- 


lieves necessary changes can be 
made. In the meantime the new 
Greta Garbo picture will be called 
in from general distribution after 
Déc. 16, with previous bookings 
probably filled per sked. On other 
major company pictures which got 
‘Cc’ classification from the Legion, 
the producer has always made sug- 
gested changes with approval sub- 
sequently being voted by the church 
organization. 

Likely that the Garbo starrer will 
have played the majority of large 
key spots by Dec. 16, when it is to 
be recalled for revamp. Picture is 
running in 10 cities and 11 different 
theatres in present week, according 
to reports received from ‘Variety’ 
correspondents at leading exchange 
cities. Where the picture did not 
get impetus of Legion and Catholic 
church publicity, it only is getting 
about normal business for a Garbo 
feature. 

‘Two-Faced Woman’ 


was yanked 





after five days in Denver because —_ 


Legion and chureh complaints. 


WANTED: STORY ED 


| Goldwyn Can’t Get One for the East- 
ern Post 








Collier Young, Coast story editor 
for Samuel Goldwyn, returned to 
Hollywood yesterday (Tuesday) after 
two weeks in New York in a vain 


search for someone to head an east-| 


ern story department for Goldwyn. 
Young huddled with numerous can- 
didates, mostly from the magazine 
and publishing field. One man was 


FD KUYKENDALL 
BLAgTo WAIT 


MPTOA Prez Avers Exhib- 
itors’ Resentment Over 
Government Edict is Grow- 
ing All Over the Country 





IT’S CLOGGING PRODUCT 








The consent decree is a mess, ex- 


finally selected and his salary agreed hibitors from all over the country 


upon’ when, 
declined the job. 

Goldwyn, who had also been in| 
New York, returned to the Coast at 


| the same time as Young. 





Hughes Again 
Sets Back His 


‘Outlaw’ Picture 





Release date of Howard Hughes’ 


Business for this abbreviated session | | “The Outlaw,’ pushed back time after 
topped the first full week of the | time for months, has once more been 


previous attraction. In Washington 
it was credited with being helped by | 
the church squawks. 
film was only fair in Omaha. 

Garbo picture is holding for good 
second weeks in Cleveland and 
Philadelphia. It was the top, all-| 

(Continued on page 16) 


WARNER STOCKHOLDERS 


RE-ELECT 6 DIRECTORS : in 





Wilmington, Del., Dec. 9. 
Third quarter business of Warner | 
Bros. was about 50% higher than | 


| 


However, the } 


other 


| 


during the third quarter of 1940, it | 


Was announced at annual meeting of 
company stockholders today. 
Following directors, 


have expired, were reelected: Harry 
M. Warner, president; Albert War- 
ner, Jack L. Warner, and Joseph 


Bernhard, vice-presidents; Robert 
W. Perkins, secretary and general 
counsel, and Waddill Catchings. All 
were named as representatives of 
preferred shareholders. 

Former Federal Judge Hugh M. 


Morris presided in the absence of 
Harry M. Warner. There was no 
other business, 





‘Girl Crazy’ Set Up For 
Rooney-Garland at M-G 


Holly wood, 


Dec. 9. 
Next Mickey Rooney-Judy Gar- 
land musical at Metro will be ‘Gir 
Crazy,’ adapted from the Broadv 
“play. 
Arthur Freed is producing . the 
picture, from an adaptation by Fred 


Finklehoffe. 


Gable, Turner Playback 


Holly rwood, Dec. 9. 
Clark Gable and Lana Turner are 
slated for their second co-starrer in 
‘Somewhere I’ll Find You,’ a news- 
paper yarn, at Metro. 
Wesley Ruggles directs and Pandro 
Berman produces. 





Big and Little Shot 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
First starrer for Ginger Rogers 
on the Paramount lot will be ‘The 
Major and the Minor,’ based on a 
story by Charles Brackett and Billy 

Wilder. 
Picture 
Arthur 


rolls in March, with 
Hornblow, Jr., producing. 


shoved to the rear. Idea of Christ- 
|mas release has been dropped and it | 
| is planned to send it out now in Jan- 
| uary or February. 

Hughes has had much censor 
| trouble with the film, which has been 
otie of the causes of delay. The 
was to avoid conflict with 
Metro’s ‘Billy the Kid,’ starring 
Robert Taylor, which is on the same 
subject as ‘The Outlaw.’ 

Film is sow before censor boards 

Ohio, Pennsylvania and New 
| Yo rk, all of which have demanded 
Perindos euts. Hughes has made 
jsome of them, but is seeking to get | 


ithe picture passed without making | ' effectively 


ithe rest. 
sell, 


Bosom shots of Jane Rus- 


| who is starred, are the principal rea- 
isons for censorial squawks. 


whose terms | 





Hughes is trying to maintain inter- 


jest in the picture through the long 


pull by a concentrated publicity | 

campaign centered around Miss Rus- 
sell. She appears in layouts in three 
picture mags this month. 


at the last moment, he'are saying, 





and the number who 


| would like to see it busted up, for a 
variety of reasons of their own, is 
steadily growing. So states Ed. L. 
Kuykendall, president of the Motion 
Picture Theatre Owners of Ameri- 
ca. in a bulletin to members dated 
Monday (8). 


After three months of releasing 
film under the decree, buying-book- 
ing longer than that, and 10 months 
of ‘highly restricted and legalistic 
arbitration procedure,’ the benefits 
promised to exhibitors have failed 
to materialize, the MPTOA presi- 
dent adds in reviewing the situation 
as it stands today. 


‘While our protests were ignored 
when the decree was framed up by 
the lawyers responsible for it,’ Kuy- 
kendall says, ‘this can’t go on. The 
distributors may benefit by the in- 
creased film rentals they can 
squeeze out under the new system, 
but this is entirely at the expense 
of the exhibitors. No noticeable im- 
provement in product or boxoffice 
has resulted. The industry is carry- 
ing the burden of the decree on its 
back and will realize more and 
more the blunders and mistakes im- 
posed by it. The war boom makes 
it easier to carry now, 
for the crash when 
again.’ 





business sags 





Political Issue 
It is noted that blind selling was 
eliminated by the con- 
sent but that this never was an im- 


buxom 19-year-old newcomer | portant problem, being nothing more 


ithan a political issue for a noisy 
ifaction of professional organizers 
and ‘now that they got it they don’t | 
like it.’ 


| meant, 


| 


The’ blocks-of-five solution of 
blockbooking gives less selection to 


(Continued on page 55) 








‘United Artists’ New Producer 
Deals Set and in the Making 





aA 


He Asked for It 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Agent, looking out for the in- 
terests of a client he booked for 
a guest shot, asked to see the 
script. Next day he tossed it 
back and demanded a rewrite, 
incidentaliy inquiring what 
writer messed up his client's 
part. 
The writer happened to be 
one he represents. 


Selznick’s Coast 
Trip to Tee Off 
UA Prod.-Sales 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Matters of United Artists policy 
will not come up for discussion until 
David O. Selznick gets in from New 


York at the end of this week, 
which will round out the comple- 
ment of member-owners. Already 
here or due here in a day or two are 
Alexander Korda, Charles Chaplin, 
Ed Raftery, Gradwell Sears, Arthur 
W. Kelly and Jack Schlaifer, v-p. 
Edward Small productions, Steve 
Pallos, v.p. Korda productions. 
Accompanying Selznick will be 
(Continued on page 18) 


LOEW’S EXTRA $1 DIVVY: 























but look out | 


| sides 


Radical exhib leaders are | 


|paid $1.50 
| distributions of 50c each. 


ON COMMON; $3 ON YEA 


Loew’s directors, meeting last Fri- 


day (5) cut an extra dividend melon 


of $1 for 
declaring the usual quarterly | 
divvy of 50c. This represents a-neat 
cash gift of $1.50 for the year-end, | 


both cash distributions being pay- 
able Dec. $1 to stock on record 
Dec. 19. 


The $1.50 payment will make $3 
that Loew’s has paid or declared 
payable this year, company having 
previously in quarterly 
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Setting or near-setting of four new 
producer deals by United Artists 
during the past couple weeks is part 
of a string of shifts in the production 
lineup coincident with the company's 
general reorganization. Further ad- 
ditions are expected, with a strong 
likelihood that Samuel Goldwyn may 
be among them by next spring, 


Newcomers are Ben Hecht, who 
was inked a couple weeks ago to 
produce-write-direct ‘G-String Mur- 
ders’; Charles R. Rogers, whose deal 
was signed and sealed last week: 
Lewis Milestone, whose negotiations 
are virtually at a successful conclu- 
sion, and Alfred Hitchcock, with 
whom a pact has been pretty well 
jelled. Milestone and Hitchcock will 
become producer-directors. 

Producer reorganization has in- 
cluded deletions from the rolls as 
well as additions. Some of the de- 
partures have been positive and 
public, such as that of Walter Wan- 
ger. Others haven't been clear, sharp 
breaks, but the producers have kind 
of drifted away. 

Gabriel Pascal recently went over 
to RKO, although UA maintains a 
string on him by which they claim 
he must come back to them in 1945 
or thereabouts. Sol Lesser likewise 
joined RKO, being an exec producer 
there now, UA claims he also still 
owes them several pictures. Whether 
UA will ever do anything to get the 
pair back is dubious. 

Others 


Among others who haven't clearly 
departed the UA ranks, but whom 
the company just isn’t mentioning 
one way or the other, are David 
Loew, Albert Lewin and James Row- 





| 
| 


land. William Sekely, who recently 
made ‘New Wine’ for UA release, is 
in almost the same category. It is 
assumed that should any of these 


| men suddenly come up with a good 


common stockholders be- O. Selznick, Milestone, 


|property and what looked like a 
promising setup, UA would agree to 
distribution and might even aid in 
the financing. 

With product coming from David 
Hitchcock, 


| Charles Chaplin and perhaps Gold- 


wyn, UA promises to have strong 
exhib attractions for the season of 
1942-43. Other producers in the UA 


| fold will provide bulk to the pro- 


gram, as will 
directly by U 
Productions. 


the pictures made 
A’s new United Artists 
Pix.made by Alexander 


Korda, Hecht, Edward Small and 
| Rogers are considered by film buy- 
|ers as ‘yes-and-no’ until they are 


| seen. 





They may rate anywhere from 
terrific at the b.o. to very bad. 

New producers are getting part or 
all of their financing from UA, which 
is a recent departure for the com- 
pany, which has restricted itself in 
the past wholly to distribution. 

Rogers will make three films, ac- 
cording to last week’s announcement. 


First will be ‘Three Blondes and a 
Red Head,’ to be devised in color 
from a story by Harry Sauber. It 
goes before cameras in March. 
Second will be the legit musical star- 
ring Jessie Matthews, from a story 
by Morrie Ryskind, with score by 
Vernon Duke and John Latouche. 
Third pic will be ‘The Powers Girls.’ 

Milestone wants to make ‘The Red 
Pony, from a short story by John 


Steinbeck 


PAR’S 90C DIVIDENDS 
HIGHEST IN YEARS 


Declaration of 25¢ dividend on the 
common stock last week by Para- 
mount directors gives holders of the 
company’s common shares 90c on 
cash dividends this year, 65c already 
having been paid. It is the great- 
est amount paid on the common 
under present Paramount manage- 
ment setup. Par also declared rege 
ular quarterly dividends of $1.50 on 
the first preferred and 15¢ on its 
second preferred, -all three divvys 
being payable Dec. 27. 

Dividends are payable to com- 
mon stockholders on record, Dee, 11 
and to preferred shareholders of 
record, Dec. 12. 
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JOHNNY EAGER 


Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of John W. 
Considine, Jr.-Mervyn LeRoy production, 
directed by LeRoy. Stars Robert Taylor, 
Lana Turner; features Edward Arnold. 
Screenplay by John Lee Mahin and James 
Edward Grant. based on original by Grant; 
Harold Rosson; editor, Albert Akst. 





camera, : 
Tradeshown in L. A. Dec. 9, "41. Running a little long, he keeps his audience 
: - is. 5 : 
oe, errr rr ys ti .... Robert Taylor on the go ana on edge. a 
Lisbeth Bard......... ‘****"Lana Turner | dialog is an enormously importan 
John Benson Farrell ...E@ward Arnold | factor. It is trenchant, has drive, 
Jeff Hartmett........cccccessers Van Heflin possesses crispness and gets the 
ae + Gingaatentaele ania heat Robert Sterling | laughs where that is desired. There 
Garnet. ...-.-cocvececcescoces Patri la Dane | Ye ; > he latter, but saad 
Bee Ee . .. he waeven en hd Glenda Farrell| are plenty of the latter, go 
Mr. Verne..-ccccosesecesores Henry O'Neill| ones, Sturges even shakes the ribs 
Jude Manel ve oscs5svevensses Diana Lewis | at the expense of the Music Hall, 
Lew Rankin....-+eceserereres Barry Nelson | Pittsburgh and Lubitsch. 

pace ececceccscceeceecoceres ( ce es McCrea plays a Hollywood di- 
Saiend.... sc: er ceca Cy Kendall |rector. The titles given to two pic- 
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‘Johnny Eager’ is another Metro 
showcase to spotlight Robert Taylor 
as a rough customer in his cine- 
matic assignments. It’s an under- 
world meller with a few new twists 
to the usual trappings, but by an 
large it’s the familiar tale of slic 
gangster vs. innocent rich girl. The 
Taylor-Lana Turner starring duo is 
sufficient marquee voltage to carry 
through the regular runs for profit- 
able biz. 

The romantic adventures of Taylor 
are just as important as his racketeer- 
ing and conniving, and his fickle love 
affairs are clearly pointed—even to 
the one with debutante Miss Turner. 
It’s only a few minutes before his 
demise that he realizes she’s the real 
thing—and then it’s too late to do 
anything more than atone for his 
misdeeds to conform to the Hays 
Production Code. 


The overlength script employs sev- 
eral new twists to familiar situa- 
tions; but after a novel and in- 
triguing opening story unfolds in 
regulation style. A 20-minute trim 
would materially aid in speeding 
things up. 

Taylor, with his hair slightly 
ruffled to make him a rough-tough 
guy, drives a taxi for the benefit of 
the parole board while directing his 
underworld activities of slot ma- 
chines, protection and expected open- 
ing of a dog track. Miss Turner 
meets him at the parole office, and 
falls in love with the intriguing ex- 
convict. After discovering his gang- 
ster activities, she holds the secret, 
but is the victim of a phoney murder 
staged by Taylor so the latter can 
control the girl’s stepfather, the 
crusading prosecutor, and so open 
the dog track against injunction. 
Inter-gang jockeying for control of 
the track involves Taylor in a 
murder, but before he’s bumped off 
Miss Turner is told of his love and 
pushed off on her millionaire boy 
friend. 


Taylor effectively handles’ the 
pretty-boy (not a reflection on him, 
ersonally) characterization effect- 
vely, with Miss Turner clicking in 
the acting line and a most easy sub- 
aw for the men to look at. Van 
eflin, as the perpetually-soused 
companion of Taylor, is outstanding, 
dominating every scene in which he 
appears. Heflin, former member of 
Katherine Hepburn’s ‘Philadelphia 
Story’ play group, delivers one of 
the top support performances of the 
year. Others in the cast include a 
careful selection of competent play- 
ers, Edward Arnold, Robert Sterling 
and Patricia Dane are most promi- 
nent. Excellent smaller parts are 
supplied by Glenda Farrell, Henry 
O’Neill, Barry Nelson, Paul Stewart 
and Cy Kendall. 


Director Mervyn LeRoy highlights | 


the meller moments in competent 
style, while camera work by Harold 
Rosson is uniformly good through- 
out. Walt. 





SULLIVAN’S TRAVELS 


Paramount release of Paul Jones produc- 
tion. Stars Joel McCrea, Veronica Lake; 
features Robert Warwick, William Dema- 
rest, Franklin Pangborn, Directed by Pres- 









ton Sturges. Story and adapt 1, Preston 
Sturges; editor, Stuart Gillmore; photog- 
raphy, John Seitz and Farciot Edouart. 
Tradeshown in N. Y, Dec. 4, ’41. Running 
time: 90 MINS. 
ee ee Joel McCrea 
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‘Sullivan’s Travels’ is a curious 


but effective mixture of grim 
tragedy, slapstick of the Keystone 
brand end smart, trigger-fast com- 
edy. Being unusual and satisfying 
entertainment, it is surefire audience 
material and will do from good to 
big business. 

Beyond the draught of Joel Mc- 
Crea and Veronica Lake, film calls 
for selling, advertising and exploita- 
tion. Among other things, the title 


May cause some confusion, especially | roll 
‘Gulliver’s 


where fans remember 
Travels’ and think carelessly that 
this may be a repeat of that or a 
eartoon sequel. 

Written and directed by Preston 


Sturges, he goes against many of the 
rules, but gets excellent, refreshing 
results, Sturges springs a flock of 


k | 


surprises as he flits from slapstick 
to stark drama, from high comedy 
to a sequence of the Devil's Island 
prison type of stuff, into romantic 
spells, some philosophy and, in effect, 
'all over the place without warning. 

He ties it all together neatly, how- 
ever, and with the possible exception 
of the chain gang sequence which is 








outstanders. 

Premise of the story may be be- 
lievable or unbelievable; it doesn't 
matter. McCrea, anxious to produce 
‘Oh, Brother, Where Art Thou?’, an 
epic of hard times and troubles, dis- 
guises himself as a hobo and goes 
jout to look for troubles, finding 
|plenty for himself. Hx picks up Miss 
| Lake on the way and they travel the 
rails together, she in boy’s clothes. 

The circumstances of their adven- 
tures are unique, being comical and 
grim in turn, with some romance 
poured into the cauldron to stew it 
up. Scores of clever little touches, 
in action, dialog and_ direction, 
make it all highly palatable regard- 
less of the plot. However, the plot 
construction has much to recommend 
Sturges as a writer. 

A very effective sequence is the 
one in the Negro church somewhere 
down south where convicts are in- 
vited as guests to view a picture 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Johnny Eager’ (M-G). Rob- 
ert Taylor and Lana Turner star- 
rer in racketeer-rich girl roman- 
tic melodrama. Good big. 

‘Sullivan’s Travels’ (Par). A 
medley of grim drama, high 
comedy and slapstick, plus ro- 
mance. Film will get good b.o, 

‘Bedtime Story’ (Col). Fast- 
paced farce-comedy for plenty 
of laugh entertainment and good 
b.o. in regular runs, 

‘Paris Calling’ (U). Elisabeth 
Bergner’s first American picture, 
spy melodrama geared for satis- 
factory grosses. 

‘Mr. Bug Goes to Town’ (Par). 
Max Fleischer’s second cartoon 





feature surpasses first effort; 
looms a fair money-maker. 
‘Midnight Angel’ (Par). Spy 


meller provides good action for 
dual support. 


‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) (color). 
Tepid Madeleine Carroll starrer. 
Talky and actionless. 

‘No Hands On the Clock’ (Par). 
Satisfactory detective whodunit 
displaying action and usual mys- 
tery. Good dual supporter. 

‘Road Agent’ (U) (Songs). 
Good action in familiar western 
style for thé action houses and 
kid trade. 

‘Confessions of Boston Blackie’ 
(Col). Okay murder meller for 
lower end of duals. 

‘Reg’lar Fellers’ (PRC). Poor 
comedy with large cast of mop- 
pets. Strictly for kids in sub- 
sequent runs. 





being shown the colored congrega- 





tion. Cut into ‘Sullivan’s Travels’ is 
a Mickey Mouse short, most of which 
is screened, with the film cutting 
back and forth between it and the 
strange audience. 

A fine cast has been assembled 
around McCrea and Miss Lake. Lat- 
ter supplies the sex appeal and does 
a good acting job. This is her sec- 
ond picture, first having been ‘I 
Wanted Wings,’ also Par. McCrea, 
in the lap of luxury as a Hollywood 
director one minute, and a bum 
the next, turns in a swell perform- 
ance. Large company of players in- 
cludes Robert Warwick, William 
Demarest, Franklin Pangborn, Porter 
Hall, Byron Foulger, Margaret 
Hayes, Robert Greig and Eric Blore, 
most of whom are attached to 
the Hollywood studio where Mc- 
Crea is a director. 

Paul Jones has given the film good 


nee 
tive devices concocted by the play- 
wright in trying to swing his wife 
into the new play. Although many 
of his ideas backfire, his campaign 
follows a continuous line for final 
achievement—with plenty of laughs 
along the way. Good support is pro- 
vided by Joslyn, Eve Arden and 
Joyce Compton. 

Producer B. P. Schulberg provides 
showmanship guidance, with produc- 
tion layout of A calibre. Joseph 
Walker's photography is topgrade, 
with Miss Young photographed 
better than in several recent pic- 
tures. Walt. 


PARIS CALLING 


Universal release of Benjamin Glazer 
production. Siars Elisabeth Bergner, Ran- 





production and backgrounds, while 
the photography of the John Seitz- 
Farciot Edouart team adds excellence 
to a job which in every other way is 








close to tops. Char. | camera,’ Milton Krasner; editor, Edward 
Curtiss Previewed in Projection Room, 
= scien | N. Y., Dec. 3, '41. Running time, 938 MINS. 
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‘Bedtime Story’ is a wide-awake, 
racy and spontaneous farce-comedy 
that will get plenty of audience at- 
tention and reflect its sustained en- 
| tertainment factors in strong box- 
| office returns. 


| 

\. Picture is a combo of slick script- 
ing, fast-paced direction and excel- 
lent performances. Richard Flournoy | 
| provides plenty of laugh embellish- | 
| ment to the original story by Horace | 
| Jackson and Grant Garrett: Director | 
| Alexander Hall keeps his foot on the | 
|speed throttle from start to finish; 
jand Fredric March teams’. with 
| Loretta Young for a pair of topnotch | 
| performances in the starring spots, 
|with most able assistance from 
Robert Benchley and Helen Westley. 


Despite the light and fluffy tale un- 
reeled, maximum entertainment is 
provided in the breezy exposition of 
the marital problems of producer- 
bdiaywright March and his star-wife, 
Miss Young. After seven years of 
marriage and struggle, pair are top 
successes in their respective en- 
deavors. The wife desires fo retire 
to their farm in Connecticut, while 
the energetic March hatches a new 
play in which he wants Miss Young 
to star. With that basic premise 
quickly established, ingenious and 
fast-moving by-play between the 
pair provides continuous entertain- 
ment in the succeeding episodes that 
) through a_ separation, Reno 
divorce, spite marriage of Miss 
Young to banker Allyn Joslyn, final 
reconciliation of the technically un- 
divorced couple and reunion to stage 
the play March was determined to 
put on in the first place. 

Both Miss Young and the audi- 





dolph Scott; features Basil Rathbone, Gale 
Sondergaard, Edward Ciannelli, Lee J. 
Cobb, Charles Arnt. Directed by Edwin L. 
Marin. Story by John S. Toldy; screenplay 
by Benjamin Glazer, Charles S. Kaufman: 





Germans crashed Paris and immedi- 
ately thereafter, ‘Paris Calling’ wil 
have to be solidly sold to realize on 
its full boxoffice potentialities. It 
offers Elisabeth Bergner in perhaps 
her top screen characterization (also 
her initial film made in U. S.) as well 
as Randolph Scott and Basil Rath- 
bone. Trio alone does not offer the 
pre-requisite marquee decoration. 
Sold as an espionage thriller of war- 
time France, the picture will get nice 
boxoffice returns. 

With Miss Bergner as the wealthy 
Frenchwoman who later serves her 
country as an underground operative, 
the romance between her and Scott, 
a Texan serving in the R.A.F., is kept 
warm without losing the main plot 
thread—activity of the French loyal- 
ists working underground and in 
league with Great Britain. Un- 
like similar stories in which ‘Free- 
dom Radio’ angle was stressed, rami- 
fications of this fable are intensified 
as the courageous French carry on 
under the nose of the Gestapo. It is 
the sort of yarn that will build on 
word-of-mouth as a worthwhile war 
meller. 

Miss Bergner is seen fleeing Paris 
as the Nazi stukas bomb the roads 
clogged with innocent non-combat- 
ants. Only when her mother is killed 
does she decide to return to Paris. 
Also this bombing figures in the plot, 
because a Nazi youth, unable to rop 
death-dealing loads on women and 
children, bails out and is captured by 
two R.A.F. boys, one being the 
Texan, 

Director Edwin Marin has built 
+t. suspense, first as the Texan 

-A.F. husky evades capture and 
later when Miss Bergner extricates 








ence keep intrigued by the inventi- 


herself from carefully laid traps of 
the Nazis. Marin paces the story with 


dmirable balance, in switching from 
romantic to thrilling mepense, 

ie listed as an original col- 

labora by John 8. Toldy, but the 

nicety of plot Covelepenent obviously 

rested largely wi enjamin Glazer 

and Charles 8. ufman, the film's 

scripters. Good example of a pro- 

ducer working on the script for more 
effective returns. 

Besides Miss Bergner’s superb 
work as the Frenchwoman turned 
spy in her country’s cause, Randolph 
Scott checks in with a superior per- 
formance as the devil-may-care 
R.A.F.-er from Texas. Basil Rathbone, 
the French politician who switches 
to the Nazi side when the Germans 
take over, is as glib as ever despite 
the despicable role. Edward Cian- 
nelli, playing a bartender in the 
waterfront cafe, makes considerable 
of his characterization as he quietly 
goes about aiding the secret opera- 
tives. Gale Sondergaard makes a 
likely proprietress of the cafe, like- 
wise an underground operative. Both 
Charles Arnt and Lee J. Cobb, as 
Germans, are highly capable in un- 
sympathetic parts while the support 
is headed by William Edmunds, 
active lieutenant headed the French 
secret group. Wear. 





Mr. Bug Goes to Town 


(Cartoon Feature in Color) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Paramount release of Max Fleischer pro- 
duction. Directed by Dave Fleischer. Orig- 
inal story by Dave Fleischer, :Dan Gordon, 
Ted Pierce, Isidore Sparber; screen adapta- 
tion by Gordon, Pierce, Sparber, William 
Turner, Mike Meyer, Graham Place, Bob 
Wickersham, Cal Howard; Technicolor cam- 
era, Charles Schnettler; voices, Kenny 
Gardner, Gwen Williams, Jack Mercer, Ted 
Piece, Mike Meyer, Stan Freed, Pauline 
Loth; songs, Hoagy Carmichael, Frank 
Loesser, Herman Timberg; conducted by 
Leigh Harline; chorus, Four Marshalls and 
Royal Guards; scenics, Robert Little, Shane 
Miller, Eddie Bowlds, Anton Loeb, Hemia 
Calpini, Robert Connavale; sound effects, 
Maurice Manme; directors of animation, 
Williard Bowsky, Myron Waldman, Thomas 
Iohnson, David Tendlar, James Culhane, 
H. C. Ellison, Stan Quackenbush, Graham 
Place. Tradeshown in Pd York, Dec. 4, 
‘41. Running time, 81 MINS. 





This second feature from the Max 
Fleischer studio is better than ‘Gul- 
liver’s Travels,’ his initial effort. 
While it looks like a money-maker | 
for the distributor, hitting the finish | 
line with an overall cost of $600,000 
or thereabouts, ‘Mr. Bug Goes to 
Town’ does not loom as a top grosser. 
Picture will be best received in | 
smaller city spots and neighborhood | 
theatres, due to its family appeal. 
Film will take plenty of selling, and 
Paramount already has a sweeping 
publicity campaign topped by vast) 
syndicate coverage in full swing. 
Fleischer’s fable of the struggle by 
a community of insects against the 
chiseling by members of its own 
group, and against the encroach- 
ments of the human race, fails to 
measure up to its potentialities. It 
lags because no great amount of in- 
terest or sympathy is created for a 


by Loesser and Herman Timberg, 
ikewise shapes up as a catchy song. 
Photography by Charles Schnettler 
is aces, his close-ups being especi- 
ally bright. Crew of 30 animators 
on the film has done the action epi- 
sodes best. Wear. 


MIDNIGHT ANGEL 


(ONE SONG) 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. 


Paramount release of Burt Kelly produc. 
tion. Featurés Robert Preston, Martha 
O'Driscoll, Philip Merivale, Eva Gabor, J 
Edward Bromberg, Directed by Ralph Mur. 
phy. Screenplay by Lester Cole and W. P 
Lipscomb; based on story by Franz Spencer 
and Curt Siodmak; camera, Theodor Spare 
kuhl; editor, Thomas Scott; song, Hoagy 
Carmichael and Helen Meinardi. Tradee 
shown in L, A. Dec. 4, '41. Running time, 


76 MINS, 
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In addition to supplying fast-paced 
melodramatics of enemy spies, ‘Mid- 
night Angel’ provides Paramount 
with a good line on thg potentialities 
of Martha O'Driscoll for more prom- 
inent assignments. Picture is a good 
dual supporter for the regular runs, 
which will add an exciting lift to the 
program. 


Robert Preston, inventor of an anti- 
aircraft device, is framed on a mur- 
der charge and sentenced to die. As 
he’s being carried to prison, a sim- 
ulated city blackout against air at- 
tack allows him to escape in hand- 
cuffs. He runs into Martha O’Dris- 
coll, who shields him. He runs 
through a series of adventures in the 
darkened city until he can uncover 
the enemy agents responsible for his 
conviction and assist in their cap- 
ture. Naturally, the boy and girl 
fall in love during the early foot- 
age—with the clinch one of the fast- 
est in time on record—just as the city 
lights are turned on again a few 
hours later. 

Although Preston carries his role 
as the focal point of the tale in good 
style, Miss, O’Driscoll catches major 
attention for her equally-important 
and competent performance. Strong 
support for a moderate budgeter is 
supplied by Philip Merivale, Louis 
Jean Heydt, and Eva Gabor; with 
sparkling bits provided by J. Ed- 
ward Bromberg and Clem Bevans. 
Ralph Murphy keeps the compact 
action moving at a sustained mg 

Walt. 


BAHAMA PASSAGE 


(COLOR) 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. 





single character. Nobody cares par- 
ticularly whether Hoppity, the poor | 
but enterprising cricket, wins Honey, | 
his youthful bee sweetheart, or 
whether he is successful in find- | 
ing a safe home for the always- | 
threatened bug village populace. In| 
fact, Bagley Beetle, the extremely 
obvious villain, is made more of a| 
character than either one of the| 
youngsters, while his two stooges, | 
Swat and Smack, are favored by the | 
two most likely voices in the pro- 
duction. 

Picture contains too many charac- 
ters, with resultant plot divergence. 
Typical of this wandering is the in- 
troduction of human beings into the 
basic idea of the story—that of find- 
ing a safe haven for the bug tribe. 
They find this, at last, of all places 
in a garden atop a skyscraper where 
an aspiring composer (he’s sold a 
tune to Famous Music) finally finds 
a happy home after being dispos- 
sessed. 

Truly magnificent backgrounds are 
overshadowed by the silly actions of 
Mr. Bug, et al. Drawings of human 
figures are poor, and should have 
been held to a minimum. Animation 
is topflight, and far ahead of the 
story ideas. Painstaking effort obvi- 
ously has gone into the production. 

Fleischer gets something of the 
fantastic effect by twice having the 
insects come into contact with live 
wires, but it fails to impress as in- 
tended. Beetle’s two stooges, doing 
almost a Three Stooges routine, could 
have been made much more of. Even 
as is, these punchy ‘yes’ men create 
nearly as much interest as the hero. 

Most apparent flaw results from 
the numerous colorless voices. That 
of Hoppity (Stan Freed), key char- 
acter, is especially mild. Jack Mer- 
cer’s Mr. Bumble is phoney but he’s 
okay doubling as one of the stooges, 
Swat. Mike Meyer as Smack also 
sizes up above par for rest of cast. 
Pauline Loth 1s wishy-washy as 
Honey, the heroine. Ted Pierce is 
satisfactory most of the time as 
Bagley Beetle. Kenny Gardner and 
Gwen Williams play the only two 
talking human roles, Dick and 
Mary, these two singers fitting in 
adequately and putting over ‘We're 
the Couple in the Castle.’ 

Music by Hoagy Carmichael and 
Frank Loesser is tuneful, with the 
above and ‘I’ll Dance at Your Wed- 
ding’ possessing greater possibilities, 
but failing to be put across partic- 





| produces salt, 





ularly well in film. ‘Boy Oh Boy,’ 


Paramount release of Edward H. Griffith 
production. Directed by Griffith Stars 


Madeleine Carroll; features Stirling Hay- 
den, Flora Robson. Screenplay by Virginia 
Van Upp, from novel, ‘Dildo Cay,’ by Nel- 
son Hayes; camera, Leo Tover; editor, Eda 
Warren; Technicolor camera, Allan Davey. 


Tradeshown in Los Angeles, Dec. 5, °'41. 
Running time, 82 MINS, 
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‘Bahama Passage’ is an uneventful, 
talky and boresome drama unfolded 
on a barren island in the Bahama 
group. Only favorable factor is the 
picturesque tropical and marine pho- 
tography displayed in rich color. 
Boxoffice reaction will be on the 
tepid side. 

Producer-director E. H. Griffith 
and scriptist Virginia. Van Upp, who 
have teamed in several gaysome 
farces, swung into serious drama here 
with disappointing results. Story {s 
an actionless series of episodes that 
lack zing and punch, winding up 
as yawning entertainment. Dildo 
Cay, the barren island which only 
has been in Stirling 
Hayden’s family for generations, but 
its depressing effect on white wom- 
en gradually results in their mental 
derangement—as is the case wit 
Flora Robson, Hayden’s mother. Into 
this scene come Madeleine Carroll and 
father, Leo G. Carroll, latter engaged 
to manage the island affairs. The 
girl, a lively beauty who knows her 
way around, falls in love with Hay- 
den, the strong and unsophisticated 


(Continued on page 18) 





Story Buys 


Hollywood, Dec. 8. 

Metro bought the ILA.R. Wylie 
yarn, ‘Keeper of the Flames,’ from 
RKO. 

Samuel Bronston and Robert J. 
McDonald purchased ‘British For- 
eign Legion,’ by Burnet Hershey. 

rances Hyland and Arbert Ray 
sold their yarn, ‘Mr. M. and the 
Pidgeons,’ to Republic. 

RKO acquired the western story, 
‘The Five of Spades,’ by Harry 0. 
Hoyt. 

Republic bought Robert Ormond 
Case’s mag yarn, ‘Spoilers of the 
North.’ 
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Abbott-Costello Zoom to Terrif 
$74,000 in Forte Chi; ‘Bachelor’ 
Plus Davis 196, ‘Tonk’ 256 on H.0. 





Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Chicago business is strong to ter- 
rific this week. In general Chicago 

icture grosses are approximately 
Bo, over last year. This is reported 
as somewhat under those in other 

arts of the midwest territory but 
it’s plenty forte. 

Topping the town is the Palace 
where ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ has the cus- 
tomers hanging from the rafters. The 
weekend was about the biggest in 
the theatre’s history, with almost 
$10,000 in the till for Saturday and 
Sunday, and a rousing $24,000 on the 
week. 

Chicago, with ‘Skylark’ and ‘Folies 
Bergere’ unit on stage, is heading 
for a fge $38,000. The Oriental is 
a bright moneymaker with ‘Married 
Bachelor’ and Johnny Davis band 
heading stage show. Healthy $19,000 
in prospect. 

Rest of the town is hold-over stuff, 
best being ‘Honky Tonk’ at $25,000. 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ is riding to an 
excellent $16,000 on its second ses- 
sion with Catholic protest appearing 
to help. ‘Swamp Water,’ holding 
over at the Roosevelt, is only so-so 
at $8,000 for its second stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—Smilin’ Thru’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
After having scored nicely on first 
week with $9,500, the film will get 
a sood $6,000 this week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Folies Bergere’ 
unit on stage. Unit has been around 
for some time but is boosting the 
take to a fine $38,000 this week. Last 
week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) finished 
two weeks here at neat $33,300 for 
second session. 

Garrick (P&K) (900: 35-55-65-75) 
— York’ (WB). This makes seven 
weeks in the loop. Headed for okay 
$6500 after nifty $8,100 last week. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3.200; 28-44- 
55)—‘Married Bachelor’ (M-G) and 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis orchestra and 
Mills Bros. heedlining stage show. 
Doing the steady trede for healthy 
$19,000. 
(Rep) and ‘A. B. Marcus Revue’ on 
stage, latter pccounting largely for 
brilliant $22,600. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66)— 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘South 
Tahiti’ (U). Abbott & Costello 
topver is a solid smash, sending 
register ringing to rousing $24,000. 
This is powerful at this scale and 
capacity. Last week, ‘Susvicion’ 
(RKO) and ‘Weekend for Three’ 
(RKO) (2d wk.). okay $11,400. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)\—Swamp Water’ (20th) 
‘Great Guns’ (UA) (2d wk.). 
another week after having 
fair enough $10 500 last week. 
$8.000 currently. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55-65- 
"5)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (2d wk.). 
Picture is a winner, at least $25,000, 
wow for Last week, s1me 
picture, fat $30,800 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75) ‘Two-Faced 
(M-G) (2d wk.) Catholic 
squawked but nothing has been done 
about pulline the picture. Publicity, 


Going 
nabbed 
So-so 


house 


however, will hold the take to an| 
excellent $16,000 after fire $17,600 
last week 


Tahiti’ Sally Rand Big 
$9,500 in Mildish K.C: 


Last week, ‘Public Enemies’ | 


and | 


Woman’ | 
Church | 





$7,000 d pold . Last week, ‘Birth 
Blues’ ( (2d wk), nifty $6,500. 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 11-30-44) 
—‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) ‘and ‘Spit- 
fire’s Baby’ (RKO). Solid $8,600 on 
radio names in former. ast week, 
‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Gay 
Falcon’ (RKO), wu 7,700. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 11-30-60)— 
‘South Tahiti’ (U) with Sally Rand 
heading stage show. ice 99.500. 
Last week, “Moonlight Hawail’ (U) 
with Bell’s awalians on stage, 
average $6,500. 


WAR HITS D.C, 
GARBO $17,000 


Washington, Dee. 9. 

Shock of war on Capital not noted 
in film houses here until Monday. 
Sunday, while many were glued to 
radios, others were on the streets 
and apparently dropping in at thea- 
tres per usual, arner nabeg re- 
ported business as a whole only 
slightly lower than the previous 
Sunday, no more than product might 
account for. Downtown night biz 
was normal. 

Monday the bottom fell out, except 
at Keith’s, where Abbott-Costello’s 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ was okay. Furore 
over Garbo picture pushed out of 
news, but “Two-Faced Woman,’ at 
Palace, still is leading the town but 
not sensationally. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—‘“onfirm or Deny’ (20th), plus 
va ie. N.s.h. $14,000. Last week 
‘R -e Shine’ (20th), plus vaude, tell 
off to same. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 26-44)— 
‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) (move- 











lover). Passable $3,800. Last week, 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) (move- 
lover), sweet $5,500. 

| Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-30-44-66)— 
\‘Appointment Love’ (U), plus stage 
|show. Okay $16,500. st w 


| ‘Birth Blues’ (Par), plus vaude, top- 
| notch $19,000. 
| Keith’s (RKO) (1,880; 39-55)— 
| ‘Keep Em Flying’ (U). Swell $18,500. 
|Last week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) ( 
| wk), bang-up $9,000 for six days. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44)— 
| ‘Died with Boots’ (WB) (moveover). 
|Good $8,500 in 10 days. Last week, 
| ‘Night Jan. 16’ (Par), sad $2,300, 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-56)— 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G). No 
censorship here to cause row but 
excellent $17,000. Last week, ‘Shadow 
|Thin Man’ (M-G) (2d wk), neat 
$11,500. 


Holiday Buying Hits 
Balto’s Biz; ‘Maltese’ 
| $11,000; ‘Sundown’ 106 


Baltimore, Dec. 9. 
| Present slump setting in here at- 
|tributable to pre-holiday shopping 
and Jap war but doing generally bet- 
|ter than similar period in previous 
| seasons. Attracting steady play is ‘The 
Maltese Faicon,’ at the Stanley, with 





pleasing. Second stanza of ‘Keep ’Em 


‘Laughing’ Neat $8,500 ‘Sundown,’ at Loew’s Century, also 


Kansas City, Dec. 9. 
Theatre row is holding up well 
considering the early rush of holi- 
day shopping. Leader will likely be 
the Tower where Sally Rand as the 
stage attraction holds admission up 


to 50c and combines with ‘South of | 
Orpheum | 


Tahiti’ for a nifty $9,500. 
is solid with ‘Look Who's Laughing’ 
coupled with ‘Mexican Spitfire’s 
Baby’ and is leading the straight 
film houses. ‘Swamp Water’ proved 
a surprise last week and is strong on 
holdover, ; 
Estimates for This Week 


Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 11-30-44)— 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th) (2d wk). 


Strong $6,000. Last week, same film 
big $11,000 after slow beginning. 

Mainstreet (Indie) (3,040; 11-28-44) 
—Strange Alibi’ (WB) with ‘Grand- 
mother’s Follies’ on stage featuring 
Loie Bridge, former local legit fave. 
Another so-so week, $5,500. Last 
week, ‘First Beau’ (Col) with ‘Man- 
hattan Merry-Go-Round’ on_ stage 
Same mild take. 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101; 11-30-44) 
—Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Niagara 
Falis’ (UA) teamed for average 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Two - Faced 
Woman’ (M-G) and ‘Down Diego’ 
(M-G), steadier $8,000. 

Newman (Patamount) (1,900: 11- 
30-44)—‘Skylark’ (Par). Pleasant 


Flying,’ at Keith’s, remains extra 
good, outdistancing previous efforts 
of Abbott-Costello films Strong 


weekends still a helpful feature | 


hereabouts. 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 17- 
28-44) —‘Sundown’ (UA). Steady 
$10,000. Last week, ‘“Two-Faced 


Woman’ (M-G) weathered attacks 
from local Catholic press for all right 
$11,900. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
17-25-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Men in Life’ 
(Col) plus vaude. Not setting the 
world on fire, modest $11,500. Last 
week, ‘Belong to Me’ (Col) plus 
vaude headed by Dave Apollon, okay 
$13,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 17- 
28-33-39-44 )—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) 
(2d wk). Merry $8,000 after mopping 
a big $14,100 opening round. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 17-28-35- 
|44)—Swamp Water’ (20th). Not 
| getting far at $3,500. Last week, 
‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th), only 
fair $4,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 17-28-40-44- 
|55)—‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB). Catch- 
jing on in solid style for good $11,000. 
| Last week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) 
| (2d wk), modest $7,700 after fairly 
| steady initial sesh at $12,900. 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 11 


Astor—‘The Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (7th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct, 15) 
Broadway—‘Dumbo’ (Disney) 
(8th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 1) 
Capitol—‘The Feminine Touch’ 
(M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Sept. 17) 
Criterion—Swamp Water’ 
(20th) (5th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 22) 
Music Hall—‘The Men in Her 
Life’ (Col). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 5) 
Paramount—‘Birth of the 
Blues’ (Par) (10). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Sept. 3) 
Rialto—‘Confessions of Boston 
Blackie’ (Col) (7). 
(Reviewed in current issue) 
Rivoli—‘How Green Was My 
Valley’ (20th) (7th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Oct. 29) 
Roxy—‘Rise and Shine’ (20th) 
(2d week), 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 19) 
Strand—‘Blues in the Night’ 
(WB). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 3) 
Week of Dec. 18 


Astor—‘The Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (8th week). 
Broad way— Dumbo’ 
(9th week). 
Capitol—‘The Feminine Touch’ 
(M-G) (2d week). 
Music Hall—H. M. Pulham, 
Esq.’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 19) 
Paramount—‘Birth of the 
Blues’ (Par) (2d week). 
Roxy—‘Confirm or Deny’ (20th) 
(19), 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety,’ Nov. 19) 
Strand—‘Blues in the Night’ 
(WB) (2d week). 


Flying’ $13,000 
In Sour Philly; 
Garbo Big 1.0. 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 

The outbreak of hostilities in Pa- 
eifie is putting a damper on what 
started out to be a sockeroo week. 
Hefty crowds jammed the filmers 
Friday and Saturday but news of the 
Nipponese attack kept customers at 
home with ears glued to loud- 
speakers. 

Three new pictures made their 
bows this session, with two of them 
faring nicely, ‘Keep Em Flying’ and 
‘Swamp Water,’ while ‘Blues in the 
Night,’ teamed with Shep Fields orch 
and John Boles personalling in the 
$0-80 class. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68 )— 


(Disney) 











Japs’ Blitz, FDR. on Radio Boff NY. 
B.0.s; Smilin” Sad $15,000, ‘Rise’ 
OK 386, Suspicion, 3d, $70,000 








Monday (8), and yesterday (Tues.) 
was expected to end up as poorly, 
if not worse, with night trade par- 
ticularly affected since Pres. Roose- 
velt was on the air at 10 a.m. At 
12:30 Monday (8), when the chief 
exec addressed Congress, most the- 


offices unless they had radios. The 
rest of the afternoon was not so bad, 
but at night the b.o. drop was sharp. 
Music Hall had what is believed to 
have been its poorest Monday in his- 
tory. This may have been true of 
other theatres, the Cap, for instance, 


doing only $800 on the day, from re- 
ports. That’s a big house, too. 

Although radios were going full 
blast from early afternoon far into 
the night, Sunday grosses in the 
downtown houses were not appreci- 
ably affected, although a little un- 
der normal, particularly at night. 
Matinees were very strong, however, 
“ee Saturday (6) was generally 

ig. 

‘Rise and Shine’ is a new first-run 
of major rank. It’s at the Roxy, but 
while the weekend was pretty sub- 
stantial, on Monday (8) the war went 
to work on it and if ending at more 
than $38,000, just fairly good, it will 
be lucky. Holds over, however. 
‘Smilin’ Through’ at the Cap is very 
bad and sets only one week at a 
lame $15,000, or slightly more. 

Except for the second-run State, 
rest of the street is chin-deep in 
holdovers. Hall was heading for a 
much better figure before the Japs 
interfered, and ‘Susnvicion,’ as a re- 
sult, may not hit $70.000 on its third 
(final) week, just tolerable. 

Paramount was also noticeably af- 
fected, with concluding (3d) stanza 
of ‘Skylark’ and Harry James, Ray 
Bolger and others winding un last 
night (Tues.) at $36.000, o.k. House 
opens ‘Birth of Blues’ and Orrin 
Tucker this morning (Wed.). 

Strand got a proportionately better 
play Monday (8) than other houses 
which helps it to get to $29.000 or 
close on current (3d) lap of “They 
Died With Boots On’ and Woody 
Herman. This is good business for 
the 2,756-seater for a third week. 

‘Honky Tonk’ is at the State sec- 
ond-run, supported by a vaude bill 
including Gertrude Niesen, Milt Brit- 
ton and others. The tide of trade is 
strong and should roll in $26,000 or 
better. 

Estimates for This Week 





Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
(M-G) (7th wk). Finished sixth 


stanza Monday night (8) at $9,400, 
rather light and may depart before 
Christmas. The fifth week was 
$10,500. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 35-55- 
75)— ‘Dumbo’ (RKO-Disney) (7th 
wk). Currently looks $18,000 tops, 
while last week (6th) was $22,200, 
good. Picture opens at Albee, Brook- 
lyn, today (Wed.), and on Dec. 24 





‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) (2d wk). Un- 
satisfactory $8,000 after a neat 
$14,000 on initial week. 

Arcadia (Sablowsky) (600; 35-46- 
57)—‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) (2d 
run). Good $3,200 and will likely 


h.o. Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ (Col) 
a sour $2,300 for a third run. 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Netting $13,000 for holdover which 
would be okay ordinarily but not up 
to expectations in view of current 
publicity and announced yanking for 
lrevision. Opener last week, 
| $22,000. 
| Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
|"Blues in Night’ (WB) with Shep 
| Fields orch, John Boles and variety 





| bill. Mediocre $18,000. Last week, 
|‘N.Y. Town’ (Par) and Johnny Long 
|band and acts, a little better at 
| $20,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425: 35-46-57-68) — 
‘Birth Blues’ (Par) (2d wk), Fair- 
ish $11,200. Elegant $20,000, last 
week, 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 


—Hot Spot’ (20th) (2d run). Just 
shading par with $4,500. Last week, 
‘Skylark’ (Par) (2d wk), good $5,000. 
Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 46-57-75) — 
‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d run). Eighth 
big week downtown, husky $7,000. 
Last week, initialer for second run, 
near a house record at $11,000. 
Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ (U). Plenty of 
calories here, neat $18,000, but below 
previous Abbott-Costello films. Last 


$14,000 for holdover sesh. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 
‘Swamp Water’ (20th). 
for the Stanton 
Last week, ‘International 
(UA), nice $6,000. 


35-46-57 ) — 
Near record 


Lady’ 





sock | 


week, ‘Died With Boots’ (WB) okay 
| 


with forte $10,000. | 


| goes into the other RKO houses ex- 
| cepting Palace, meantime remaining 
|}here (B’way). 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25) — ‘Smilin’ Through’ 
(M-G). Sad at only $15,000 or shade 
better and pulls stakes’ tonight 
(Wed.) after only seven days, with 
‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) succeeding. 
Last week, second for ‘Thin Man’ 
(M-G) under $18,000, disappointing. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
|75)—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (3d wk). 





Begins third round today (Wed.) 
after two good weeks up ahead, first 
| being a sock $24,000, the second a 


livery good $16,000. 
| Globe (Brandt) (1,180; 28-35-55)— 
i‘Swamp Water’ (20th) (4th wk). 

Dropping to $4,500, but may be held 
|another week anyway, a next picture 
not having been set yesterday 
(Tues.). Last week (3d), ‘Water’ got 
$6,000, oke. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75) —"Weekend in Havana’ (20th) 
(2d run) and ‘Cadet Girl’ (20th) (1st 
run), dualed, open here today (Wed.). 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) (2d run) and 
‘Marry Boss Daughter’ (20th) (st 
run), slow $6,500. ‘Bad Men of 
Missouri’ (WB) (ist run) and 
‘International Squadron’ (WB) (2d 
run), $7,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99)—‘Birth of Blues’ (Par) and Orrin 
Tucker is the new show today 
(Wed.). ‘Skylark’ (Par) and Harry 
James, Ray Bolger and‘others in 
person went three weeks, cleaning 
up though war trimmed the final 
(3d) stanza to $36,000. Second week 
was smash $47,000. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
}fellers) (5,945: 44-55-85-99-$1.65 )— 
| ‘Suspicion’ (RKO). and _ stageshow 
| (3d-final wk). Fell off Monday (8) 
with rest of town and lucky if reach- 
| ing $70,000, but fair enough for third 
| vreale T act w (9A) ve e292 nnn 





Business on Broadway went to pot | 


atres were virtually empty, as were | 


| Lafayette (Hayman) 


good. ‘Men in Her Life’ (Col) moves 
in tomorrow morning (Thurs.). 


Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Confessions of Boston Blackie’ 
(Col). Doing all right, $6,000. ‘Kid 


from Kansas’ (U) 
days for $3,900, lean. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-55-75-85-99) 
— How Green Was Valley’ (20th) (7th 
wk). The sixth week ended last 
night (Tues.), $16,000, rather steady 
in comparison with prior (5th) round, 
when $20,000 was grossed. ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ (U) is due for Christmas. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886: 35-55-65-75-85) 
-——‘Rise and Shine’ (20th) and stage- 
show. Started out satisfactorily, but 
sinc® Sunday (7) adversely affected 
and probably not over $38,000, mod- 
erate. Holds over. Last week. ‘You 
Belong to Me’ (Col) dipped badly 
on its final three days to end at 
$36,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3.450: 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G) (2d 
run) and, in person, Gertrude Niesen, 
Diamond Bros., Milt Britton, ete. A 
solid $26,000 or better is envisaged. 
Last week, ‘Appointment for Love’ 
(U) (2d run) and ‘Sweater Girl Re- 
vue,’ same. 

Strand (WB) (2,756: 35-55-75-85-99) 
—Died With Boots On’ (WB) and 
Woody Herman (3d-final wk). Hold- 
ing up nicely, looking $29.000 or near 
it. Last week (2d) $36,000, good. 
‘Blues in the Night’ (WB), the Count 
Basie orchestra and Hattie McDaniel 
open tomorrow (Thurs.). 


FLYING HIGH 
166 IN BUFF. 


Buffalo, Dec. 9. 

‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ is zooming into 
stratosphere altitudes with sockeroo 
takings which are expected to break 
all records at the Lafayette. ‘Sky- 
lark’ will deliver an impressive total 
at the Buffalo while ‘Sundown’ at the 
Century and ‘Wake Up Screaming’ 
at the Lakes are likewise whammo. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55 )—‘Sky- 
lark’ (Par) and ‘Night Jan. 16th’ 
(Par). Gratifying $12,000. Last 
week, ‘New York Town’ (Par) and 
Ted Lewis on stage, very zippy 
$18,500. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and 
‘Mary Boss’ Daughter’ (20th). Strong 
$10,000. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Moon Over 
Shoulder’ (20th) (2d wk), neat $9,500. 


went only five 














Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45) — ‘Rise 
Shine’ (20th) and ‘Perfect Snob’ 
(20th ). Fair $6,500. Last week, 


‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Among Liv= 
ing’ (Par) (2d run), oke $7,000. 
(3,300; 30-44) 
—Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘South 
Tahiti’ (U). Will crash the ceiling 
with tremendous $16,000 or better, a 
record, Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ 
(Col) and ‘Naval Academy’ (Col) (24 
wk), perky $6,800. 

20th Century (Ind) (3,000; 30-44)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Sailors Leave’ 
(Rep). Outstanding $11,000. Last 
week, ‘Look Laughing’ (RKO) and 





| ‘Pittsburgh Kid’ (Rep) (2d wk), 
| pleasant $6,500. 
| ees 


'INDPLS. HITS SKIDS, 
‘SUNDOWN’ SAD $7,500 


Indianapolis, Dec. 9. 
Blame it on Christmas shopping or 
}the current conflict in the Pacific, but 
|}business downtown is off plenty. 
|Leader in the slow race is Loew’s 
|‘Sundown’ and ‘Niagara Falls,’ just 
a nose in front of the Circle with 
‘Suspicion’ and ‘Unexpected Uncle.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600: 25-30- 
40)—‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Un- 
expected Uncle’ (RKO). Mild $7,000. 
Last week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) 
and ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), 
ditto $7,000. 

Indiana ‘Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) 
and ‘Great Guns’ (20th). Sad $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and 
‘Among Living’ (Par), good $9,600. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
—Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Niagara 
Falls’ (UA). Weak $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘Down San Diego’ (M-G), okay 
$8,700 but not up to expectations. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,900; 25-30- 
40)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Among 
Living’ (Par) (2d wk) moveover 
from Indiana. Red $3,500. Last week, 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Mob 
Taan’ (TT) f(moveover ), rood es 0N0n 
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PICTURE GROSSES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 10, 1911 





‘Maltese’-Jan Savitt $17,000 Tops 
Cleve. Slump; ‘Sundown’ N.S.H. 116 





Cleveland, Dec. 9. 
Shrewder exhibitors, realizing they 
can’t beat the combination of Yule 
shoppers and late war news, are 
either cutting down film 
or playing reliable hold-overs. ‘It 
Started With Eve’ got off fairly well 
at the Hipp, ‘Maltese Falcon’ is fly- 
ing to a higher altitude at Palace 
aided by stage show topped by Jan 
Savitt, Allen’s ‘Keep ‘Em Flying’ 
and Stillman’s “[wo-Faced Woman,’ 

on h.o. list, have plenty of bounce. 

Estimates for This Week 


Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55 )— 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (2d wk). 
Moveover humming along excellent- 
ly at $7,000. Last week, ‘Suspicidh’ 
(RKO), lively $5,000. 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Our 
Wife’ (Col). Whirl with second-run- 
ners unprofitable at $1,300 for four | 
days. Last week, ‘Blond Singapore’ | 
(Col) and ‘James Bay’ (Rep) split | 
with ‘Unfinished Business’ (U) (2d 
run), okay $2,800. 

Circle (Polster) (1,800; 20-35)— 
‘American Co-Ed’ (UA) plus ‘Belle 
Starr’ (20th) (2d run). Walloping 
$5,300 and may stay over. Last 
week, ‘No Greater Sin’ and ‘9 Lives 
Not Enough’ (WB), nice $5,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 30-35-42- 
55)—‘Started With Eve’ (U). Getting 
cream of Christmas shopping trade 
but rather lightweight at $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) 
hot enough at $15,000 to rate a h.o. 
any other time in year. 

Lake (Warner) (800: 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Suspicion’ (RKO). Third stanza 
will show only slow $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Yank R.A.F.’ (20th) on fourth 
session all right $2,500. 

Palace (RKO) (3,700; 30-35-42-55- 
66)—‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) with 
vaude topped by Jan Savitt’s orch. 
Satisfying $17,000. Last week, ‘Ladies 
Retirement’ (Col) plus Ella Fitzger- 
ald’s orch and Ink Spots, swell 
$21,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Sundown’ (UA). A bit under this 
house’s standards, and dull $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
(M-G) reaped all the front-page 
Garbo publicity and particularly fine 
$16,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (1,872; 30-35- 
42-55) —"Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G). 
On its moveover round, fine $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ 
(M-G), also muscular at $7,000 on 
moveover, 


‘SWAMP WATER’ $6,000 
IN MILD LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, Dec. 9. 
Strand, located around corner 
from the deluxers is dragging in the 
biz this week with ‘Swamp Water’ 
and ‘Small Town Deb,” Both pics 
were well exploited with Manager 


McCoy playing up the horror angle 





budgets | 





Leave’ (Rep). Nice $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) and ‘Un- 


expected Uncle’ (RKO), medium 
$7,000. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40) —‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 


and ‘Small Town Deb’ (20th). Top 
exploitation with horror buildup has 
caught fancy of patrons, sweet $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Look Who’s Laughing 
(RKO) and ‘Gay Falcon’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), fine $4,000. 


‘Pulham’ Snappy $14,000 
In Prov.; Screaming’ 


126, ‘Crime’-Shaw 106 


Providence, Dec. 9. 
Fairly strong biz hereabouts with 
Loew’s ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’, and 
Majestic’s ‘I Wake Up Screaming,’ 
riding high. Albee’s ‘International 
Squadron’ is doing fairly well. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘International Squadron’ (WB) and 
‘Sing Chorus’ (RKO). Fairly good 
$7,500. Last week, ‘Suspicion’ (RKO) 
and ‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO) (2d 
wk), nice $7,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 28-39- 
50)—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and 
‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U) (3d down- 
town week). Still nifty at $3,200. 
Last week, ‘Belong to Me’ (Col) and 
‘Mystery Ship’ (Col) (2d wk), good 
$2,500. 


Fay’s (Indie) (1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Badlands Dakota’ (U) and vaude on 
stage. Holding up for neat $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ 
(20th) and vaude, good $5,000. 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and 
‘Great Guns’ (20th). House continues 
its streak, swell $12,000 on this one. 
Last week, ‘Keep "Em Flying’ (U) 
and ‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U) (2d run), 
sock $17,000. 


Metropolitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65)—Artie Shaw orchesira on stage 
and ‘Citadel Crime’ (Mono). Three 
days grabbed zowie $10,000. Last 
week, Jimmie Lunceford band and 
Bill Robinson plus ‘Desperate Cargo’ 
(PRC), tuneful $8,500. 


State (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-50)—‘H. 
M. Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G), and ‘Sing 
for Supper’ (Col). Snappy $14,000. 
Last week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M- 
G) and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA) (2d wk), 
meagre $7,000 on enforced holdover 
because of censorship on “Two-Faced 
Woman.’ 

Strand (Indie) (2000: 28-39-50)— 
‘Aldrich President’ (Par) and ‘New 
Wine’ (UA). Weakie $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Buy 
Town’ (Par), stocky $8,000. 











‘BIG SHOT’ SHOOTING 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Martin Mooney’s new crime story, 


ICE SHOW BOPS MONT’L 


‘Tweo-Faced Woman’ and ‘Eve’ $8,000 
Each for Top Biz 





Ice show packing Forum five 
nights starting Friday (5) puts a 
‘hole in grosses currently. ‘It Started 
With Eve’ and “‘Two-Faced Woman 
are running at head of pack despite 
this competish. 


Montreal, Dec. 9. 
| 
| 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Started With Eve’ (U). Good $8,000 


on sock weekend attendance. Last 
week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G), 


nice $7,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and ‘We 
Go Fast’ (20th) (2d wk.). Okay 


$5,000 after extremely good $8,500 


last week. 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
*‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G). Doing 
about what top grossers get here, 
neat $8,000. Last week, ‘Suspicion’ 
(RKO), good $7,500. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 27-34-47 )— 
‘8 Girls’ (WB) and ‘Ellery Queen 
(WB). Sighting $3,000, good enough. 
Last week, ‘Great Guns’ (20th) and 
‘Man at Large’ (20th), fine $3,500. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) (3d wk.). Fair 
$2,000 after good $3,000 last week. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 30-60)—‘Charette Fantome’ (3d 
wk.). Sad $800 in sight after little 
better last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 30- 
40)—‘Angele’ and ‘S.O.S. Dix Grand. 
Pointing to average $3,500. 4 Last 
week, ‘L’Empreinte du Dieu’ . and- 
‘L'Esclave Blanche,’ good enough 
$3,400 


YORK $10,500 
OMAHA’ BEST 


Omaha, Dec. 9. 
Holiday slump hit all houses ex- 
cept the Paramount where ‘Sergeant 
York’ at upped scale is doing 
bumper business. ‘Rise and Shine’ 
at the Orpheum is under average. 
The Omaha is feeling the holiday 
dip with under par takings on ‘Two- 
Faced Woman’ and ‘Man at Large.’ 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Tristates) (3,000; 11- 
40-55)—Sgt. York’ (WB). Big $10,- 
500. Last week (2d), ‘Birth Blues’ 
(Par) and ‘Great Guns’ (20th), good 
$7,000 making $15,500 for two ses- 
sions, fine biz for this newly re- 
opened house. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 10-30-44) 





—Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Man at Large’ (20th). Fair $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ 


(M-G) and ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), fine 
1 $9,200, big for this spot. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—“Look Laughing’ (RKO) 
and ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO). Pretty 
light $4,000. Last week, ‘Suspicion’ 
(RKO) and ‘Unexpected Uncle’ 
(RKO), nice $5,300. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 10-30- 


44)—‘Rise and Shine’ (20th) and 
‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th). 
Smaller than average $8,000. Last 





‘Broadway Big Shot,’ went into pro- 
duction yesterday (Mon.) for Pro- 
ducers Releasing Corp. 





of ‘Water.’ Other houses are getting 
only light business. 


National closes down today (10) to 
dodge the pre-Christmas slump, but 
intends to open Christmas Day with 
some new talent and its stage-film 
policy. 

Theatres are feeling some opposi 
from the Roller Derby. — 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—'Shadow Thin Man’ 
(M-G) and ‘Latins Manhattan’ (Col). 
Both films played at Loew’s State 
week recently and will do all right 
$2,300 here. Last week, ‘Keep ’Em 
ne vt and ‘Mr. Celebrity’ (U), 

iftover from ig satisfs 
$3300 Rialto, satisfactory 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200: 15-25) 
-—‘Never Rich’ (Col) and ‘Reluctant 
Dragon’ (RKO). Oke $1,700. Last 
week, ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
Wild Geese’ (20th), fair $1,600. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,300; 15- 
30-40 )—'Sundown’ (UA) and ‘Niagara 
Falls’ (UA). Fair $6,500. Last week, 
*Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
Down Diego Way’ (M-G), no local 
ns on Garbo opus, fair 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1.100: 
15-30-40) —‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) 
Back to normal status again after 
departure of the sensational ‘Set. 
York.’ Slightly better than average 
$3,500. Last week. finale for ‘Sat. 
York,’ satisfactory $2,800. 

National (Indie) (2,400: 35-50)— 
‘Desperate Cargo’ (PRC) and stage 
show Gay 90’s’ headed by Bobby 
Byrne’s band. Marks final week be- 
cause of layoff until Christmas Day. 
Current week pacing for nice $5,000, 
with Bobby Byrne’s orchestra in for 
Tuesday and today (10). Last week, 
Hurricane Smith’ (Rep) and stage 
show, fine $6,600. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400: 15- 
30-40)—‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Sailors 


Jed Buell produces and William 
Beaudine directs, 


| week, ‘Skylark’ 


(Par) and ‘Niagara 
Falls’ (UA), $8,700, satisfactory. 
State (Goldberg) (900; 25-35)— 
‘Hold Dawn’ (Par) and ‘Lady Be 
Good’ (M-G) split with ‘Wild Geese 





Pulham’ Zingy $42,000 for Preem in 
2 Hub Spots; Falcon Calloway 196 





Boston, Dec. 9. 

Whooped up by a ‘world premiere’ 
and a socko publicity campaign, 
‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ opened last 
week at Loew’s Orpheum and State 
to hefty money and looks set for a 
holdover. ‘Sergeant York’ held over 
this week at the Met, after best biz 
in months. 


‘Keep "Em Flying’ is garnering big 
coin at the Keith Memorial and Cab 
Calloway with ‘Date With Falcon’ 
at the RKO-Boston is also okay. 
War news had little effect either 
Sunday or today (9). Robert Young 
and John P. Marquand both made 
personal appearances here Wednes- 


day (3) in connection with ‘Pulham’ 
preem, 


Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200: 30-35-44-55- 
65)—‘Date With Falcon’ (RKO) and 
Cab Calloway on stage. Pleasing 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Weekend 
Three’ (RKO) and Martha Raye on 
stage, $20,300. 
; Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 40-44-55)— 
Swamp Water’ (20th) and 9 Lives 
Not Enough’ (WB, Good $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Wake Up Screaming’ 
(20th) and ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), 
better at $6,200. 





40-44-55)—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 30- | indicated 


and ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th). 
Will hit a big $21,000. Will win 
holdover easily. Last week, ‘Sus- 
picion’ (RKO) and ‘Moonlight 


Hawaii’ (U), (24 wk.), $18,300, ex- 
cellent. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367: 40-55- 
65)—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) (2d wk.). 
Nifty $20,000 for second stanza. 
First week, terrific $29,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-44- 
55)—H. H. Pulham’ (M-G) and 
‘Sing for ‘Supper’ (Col) (7% days). 
Zingy $23,500, best biz in weeks. 
Last week, holdover (6% days) of 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
Naval Academy’ (Col), okay $12,900. 

Paramount (M&P) (1.800; 30-40-44- 
55)—Swamp Water’ (20th) and ‘9 
Lives Not Enough’ (WB). On the 
strong side, around $10.500. Last 
week, ‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) 
and ‘We Go Fast’ (20th), $12.000. 

State (Loew) (3.600: 30-40-44-55)— 
‘H. M. Pulham’ (M-G) and ‘Sing for 
Supper’ (Col) (7% days). Very good 
$18.500. Last week, holdover (6% 
on Meee, oo Man’ (M-G) 
an ava cademy’ (Col), nice 
$9,000. 4 ans 

Translux (Translux) (900: 17-28- 
44)—‘Public Enemies’ (Rep) and 
‘Stork Pays Off’ (Col). So-so $3,509 
Last week. ‘South Tahiti’ 





(U)(U) and ‘Kid Kansas’ (U) $3,700. 





Calling’ (20th), ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) 
and ‘Back Privates’ (U). Nice $1,000. 
Last week, ‘Never Rich’ (RKO) and 
‘Dr. Jekyll’ (M-G) split with ‘Tillie 
Toiler’ (Col), ‘Great Mr. Nobody 
(WB) and ‘Never Give Sucker’ (U), 
mild $900. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,500; 10-20-25) 
—Masked Rider’ (U), ‘Parachute 
Battalion’ (RKO) and ‘Sons o’ Guns 
(WB) triple split with ‘Desperate 
Trails’ (U), He as gd (WB) and 
‘Hidden Gold r), ‘Man Hunt 
(20th), ‘Tight Shoes’ (U). Mild 
$800. Last week, ‘Bandit Trail 
(RKO), ‘Voice in Night (Col), 
‘Cracked Nuts’ (U) split with Lone 
Rider Fights’ (Cap), ‘Mr. Jordan 
(Col) and ‘Kane’ (RKO), fair $900. 


Garbo Trim $9,600 in 
Denver on 5 Days, Then 








Denver, Dec. 9. 

War news over the radio kept hun- 
dreds out of the theatres here Sun- 
day (7) but business continues on the 
upbeat.e “‘Two-Faced Woman’ was 
yanked at the Orpheum after five 
days because of complaints from the 
Legion of Decency and other church 
people. But it did big business in its 
abbreviated stay, chalking up a hefty 
$9,600 in five days. 


Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th), after 
week at Denver. Good $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Texas’ (Col), and “Target for 
Tonight’ (WB), both moveovers, 
okay $4,C00. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-35-40 )— 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Unexpected 
Uncle’ (RKO), after two weeks at 
Orpheum. Nice $3,000. Last week, 
‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 4th week in 
Denver first runs, nice $3,500. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-30- 
46)—‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), and Major 
Bowes’ Unit. Bowes’ outfit account- 
ing for bulk of big $13,000. Last 
week, ‘New Wine’ (U) with George 


White ‘Scandals’ on stage, smash 
$15,500. 
Denver (Fox) #525: 25-35-40)— 


‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) and ‘Private 
Nurse’ (20th). Fine $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) 
and ‘Great Guns’ (20th), nice $11,000. 
Orpheum (RKO) (2.600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G). and 
‘Date With the Falcon’ (RKO). 
Pulled after five days because of pro- 
tests from church folk. However, 
abbreviated session brought in a big 
$9,600, plainly indicating that this 
publicity helped business. Last week. 
‘Suspicion’ (RKO) and ‘Unexpected 
Uncle’ (RKO) (2d wk), mild $6,800. 
Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 25-40)-— 
‘Trail Lonesome Pine’ (Par) and 
‘Swing Soldier’ (U). Okay $6,000. 
Last week, ‘International Squadron’ 
(WB) and ‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U), 
fine $7,000. 
Rialto 
national Squadron’ (WB), after week 
at Paramount, and ‘Double Trouble’ 
(Mono). Good $2,000. Last week, 
‘Started with Eve’ (U), after a week 
at each Denver and Aladdin. and ‘Siz, 


| Boom’ (Mono), same $2,000. 





‘Heaven’ Meagre $15,000 
In Droopy Brooklyn 


Brooklyn, Dec. 9. 
Droop in business is due in 
measure to beginning of Xmas shop- 
ping and war declaration. Quiet 
grosses reported at Fabian Para- 
Pmount and Fox, former showing 
‘One Foot in Heaven’ and ‘Target for 
Tonight’ and latter ‘International 
Squadron’ and ‘Law of Tropics.’ 
Strand nosedived with its stage-pic 
policy, 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘Weekend Havana’ (20th) and ‘Man 
at Large’ (20th). Mediocre $12,000. 
Last week, ‘Appointment Love’ (U) 
and ‘Chan in Rio’ (20th), fair $17,000. 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-55)— 
‘International Squadron’ (WB) and 
‘Law Tropics’ (Par). Mild $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col) 
and ‘New York Town’ (Par) (2d 
wk), good $13,500. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55) 
—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) opens to- 
day (Tues.). Last week, ‘Honky 
Tonk’ (M-G) and ‘Down Diego’ 
(M-G) (3d wk), okay $10,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126: 30-40- 

50-55)—‘One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and 
‘Target Tonight’ (WB). Mild $15,000. 
Last week, ‘Nothing But Truth’ 
(Par) and ‘40,000 Horsemen’ (Indie) 
(2d wk), attractive $16,000. 
Strand (WB) (2,800; 30-40-50-55 )— 
Sing for Supper’ (Col) and Maxine 
Sullivan and Lionel Hampton’s or- 
chestra on stage, in four days, lean 
$7,500. Last week, ‘9 Lives Not 
| Enough’ (WB) and stage show with 
be Brothers and Clyde Lucas’ or- 
chestra, good $13,000. 





Yanked; ‘Flying’ 106 


(Fox) (878: 25-40)—‘Inter- | 





‘Laughing’-Hawkins-Inkspots Hefty 
$33,000 in Okay Det.; ‘Texas Nice 186 





Detroit, Dec. 9. 

They can still hit bonanzas here 
although Detroit has been going 
through prolonged Xmas shopping 
spree and an attack of war news. 
With its second successive stage 
show, Michigan, with ‘Look Who's 
Laughing’ and Erskine Hawkins plus 
the Inkspots, looks terrific $33,000, 

Shopping season began ahead of 
Thanksgiving, but the spread over a 
longer period has helped to hold up 
grosses. 

Fox will stay slightly above aver- 
age with ‘Texas’ and ‘You Belong to 
Me.’ United Artists also is running 
healthy with ‘Shadow of the Thin 
Man’ and ‘Major Barbara.’ Adams 
is giving ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ a third 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700;. 40-55-65) 
—Keep ‘Em Flying’ (U) (3d wk) 
and ‘Secrets Lone Wolf’ (Col). Fair 
$6,000. Last week, ‘Keep ’Em Fly- 
ing’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Small Town 
Deb’ (20th), nice $7,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 40-55. 
65 )—‘Belong to, Me’ (Col) and ‘Texas’ 
(Col). Nice $18,000. Last week, 
‘Wake Up Screaming’ (20th) and 
‘Never Give Sucker Break’ (U), good 
$18,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
50-55-65-75 }—‘Look Who’s Laughing’ 
(RKO) plus Erskine Hawkins and 
Ink Spots on stage. It’s the theatre 
that’s laughing with $33.000 coming 
up. Last week, ‘Skylark’ (Par) plus 
‘Folies Bergere’ unit and Cass Daley, 
smash $31,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
000; 40-55-65)—‘Birth Blues’ 
(3d wk) and ‘Broadway Limited’ 
(UA). Running in a freshener with 
the Crosby holdover may get fair 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ 
(Par) (moveover from Michigan) 
and ‘Redhead’ (Mono), nice $8,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65 )—‘Shadow Thin Man’ 


(3,- 
(Par) 


(M-G) and ‘Major Barbara’ (UA). 
Okay $11,000. Last week, ‘Smilin’ 
Thru’ (M-G) and ‘Feminine Touch’ 


(M-G), listless $9,000. 


PORT. STRONG DESPITE 
WAR; ‘SWAMP’ BIG 86 


Portland, Dec. 9. 
War news did not hurt business but 
it’s a little too early to see what re- 
sults will be on present full week. 
Current estimates indicate grosses 
are holding up as well as last week 
where the theatre has the product. 
Estimates for This Week 








Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
50)— ‘Maltese Faicon’ (WB) and 
‘Target for Tonight’ (WB). Great 
$7,800. Last week, ‘Keep ’Em Flying’ 

1(U) and ‘Burma Convoy’ (U) 
| terrific $15,000 on 10 days and moved 
to the Mayfair. 

Mayfair (Parker - Evergreen) 
(1,500: 35-40-50)—‘Keep “Em Flying’ 
(U) and ‘Burma Convoy’ (U) (move- 
over from Broadway). Good $4,600. 





| Last week this house was legit 


Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 


(1,800: 35-40-50)—‘New York Town’ 
(Par) and ‘Law Tropics’ (WB). Okay 
| $5,500. Last week, ‘Belong to Me 


(Col) and ‘Ladies Retirement’ (Col), 
held nine days for high $9,000. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—Swamp Water’ (20th) and ‘Great 
Guns’ (20th). Strong $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) and ‘Moon 
Over Shoulder’ (20th), ended second 
stanza for satisfactory $6,400. 


United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 


40-50) —‘Chocolate Soldier’ (M-G) 
and ‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G). Big 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin 


Man’ (M-G), second week obtained 
a winning $6,500. 





Daring Stickup Nets Only 
$75 in Council Bluffs 


Omaha, Dec. 9. 


The Broadway theatre, Council 
Bluffs, Ia., just across the river, was 
held up early Friday evening (5), 
and robbed of $75 by a single bandit, 
who failed to kidnap an usher who 
had attempted to balk his escape. 
The gunman walked up to the win- 
dow and asked Arlene Hough, 
cashier, when last show ended. She 
told him midnight, whereupon he 
shoved a gun into the opening and 
demanded the money. She pushed 
her knee against the alarm. 

An usher, Daryl Dickron, came up 
just as bandit was leaving with the 
loot. He and H. V. Esancy, As- 
sistant manager, gave chase. Dick- 
son got the number, a California li- 
cense, as the man drove off in hi 
car after trying to shove the ushe 





into it. 
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Blackout, War Bulletins Hit Frisco 
Biz; ‘Gay Falcon-Rogers Big $15,000 








San Francisco, Dee. 9. 
War with Japan has affected show 


business only slightly although 
Monday’s blackout hurt. No Japa- 
nese films shown here, weekend 


shows in Japanese colony having 
been halted two months ago after 


projectionists “refused to handle 
ilms. 
: ‘Garbo's ‘Two-Faced Woman 


picked up & second week at the Fox 
on the strength of publicity gener-) 
ated by censorial squawks. No re- 
port of any protest here but papers 
have given beefs considerable promi- 
nence. Okay $13,000 on second 
stanza after huge $22,000 on first 
eek, 
+g Things are pretty quiet otherwise. 

‘Sundown’ and ‘Keep ’Em Flying 
are in third weeks at the United 
Artists and Orpheum respectively 
with ‘Flying’ still okay. Cold weather 
and local tax deadlines are not help- 
ing. ‘Gay Falcon’ and Buddy Rogers 
are doing fine at the gate. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) and 
‘Cadet Girl’ (20th) (2d wk). Cen- 
sorial squawks helping this to an 
okay $13,000. Last (1st) week, huge 
$22,000, considerably over expecta- 
tions, publicity generating interest. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—'Gay Falcon’ (RKO) and vaude 
headed by Buddy Rogers band. 
Started slowly but will get excellent 
$15,000. Last (3d) week, ‘Look Who’s 
Laughing’ (RKO) and vaude (lst 
wk), nice $10,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,440; 35- 
40-50)—‘Keep “Em Flying’ (U) (3d 
wk) and ‘Sing Chorus’ (U) (1st wk). 
Still satisfactory at $6,500. Last (2d) 
week, with ‘South Tahiti’ (U), okay 
$9,000. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 35-40- | 
50)—‘Skylark’ (Par) and ‘Sailor’s On 
Leave’ (Rep). Satisfactory $13.000. 
Last (2d) week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) 
and ‘Parson Panamint’ (Par), plenty | 
okay at $11,000. | 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- | 
50)—‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and | 
‘Sons o’ Guns’ (WB) (moveover-2d | 
wk). Nice $4,500 for third week on | 
the street. Last (1st-moveover) | 
week, above average $6,000. 

United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) 
(1,100: 35-40-50)—‘Sundown’ (UA) 
and ‘American Co-Ed’ (UA) (3d wk). 
Probably won’t get over $4,500. Last 
(2d) week, better than expected at 
$6000. 

Warfield 


‘Dp: 
= Ise 





(F-WC) 
and Shine’ 
Go Fast’ (20th). 
brightly at $9,000. Last week, ‘One 
Foot in Heaven’ (WB) and ‘Small 
Town Deb’ (20th) about same. 


Cold Blasts, Holiday 
Buying Clouts Mbpls.; 
Flying’ Best at $8,000 


Minneapolis, Dec. 9 

Frigid blasts and Christmas shop- 
ping are putting a damper on 
ness, but film lineup is so powerful 
that adverse seasonal influences will 
make a smaller dent than usual 
Principal current turnstile 
is ‘Keep 'Em Flying,’ at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28) 
‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) and ‘Stork 
Pays Off’ (Col). Satisfactory $1,500 | 
on 5 days. Last week, ‘Ruggles Red 
Gap’ (Par) (reissue) and ‘This Way, 


(2,650; 35-40-50) 
(20th) and ‘We 
Not shining too 


busi- 


greaser 


Please’ (Par) (reissue), satisfactory 
$1,300 in five days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44) 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) (8ove- 
over from big State) Fine $4.000 
Last week, ‘Skylark’ (Par) (2d wk) 
oke $3,400. 

Esquire (Metropolitan) (290; 28). 
Closed for reconditioning before in- 
auguration of newsreel policy. Last 
week, ‘Delinquent Parents’ (Indie) 
and ‘Rebellious Daughters’ (Indie) 
mild $600. 

Gopher (P-S) (998: 28)—Law | 
Tropics’ (WB). Mild $2,800. Last | 
week, ‘Parachute Batallion’ (RKO), 


nice $3,200. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44)-—- | 
‘Keep 'Em Flying’ (U). Abbott & 
Costello red-hot boxoffice here, but 
close proximity of Christmas is hurt- 
ing matinee biz. Nice $8,000, despite 
this. Last week, ‘Unholy Partners’ 
(M-G) and Lawrence Welk band on 
stage, bie $16,000. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 28-39-44)—‘Sus- 
Picion’ (RKO). Lavish praise but 
Only mild $6,50@ on top. Last week, 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G), very big 
$10.500. 

Uptown (P-S) (1,100; 28-39 )—‘Be- 
lone to Me’ (Col). First neighbor- 
hood showing, nice $3.200. Last | 
week. ‘Honky Tonk’ (M-G). first | 
neishberhoond showing, solid $4,000. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350: %8-39- | 
44-55)—‘T.adies Retirement.’ Meagre | 
$1.809. Toast 
(JA) (2d wk), disappointing $1,500 





week, ‘Major Barbara’ | 


v 


$6,800. 


-| ‘Night Tropics’ (U) (2d run). 
| $3,000. 


lly every new city played. 


| Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
8 Ba ee: $1,680,100 
(Based on 25 cities, 175 thea- 

tres, chiefty frst runs, including 
iy 





Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year...... eee+.- $1,516,100 
(Based on 26 cities, 177 theatres) 


Seattle Slowed Up By 
Jap War News; ‘Target’ 
And ‘Maltese’ $10,000 


Seattle, Dec. 9. 

Outbreak of Japanese war re- 
sulted in a temporary lull with many 
folks hugging the radios at home 
Sunday. Previous to this, the usual 
Christmas slump began to be felt on 
a small scale this week but some 
showmen have noted no change so 
far. 


‘Target For Tonight’ and ‘Maltese 
Falcon’ at the Orpheum is the best 
combo on 9-day run. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-52)—‘Skylark’ (Par) and 
‘Buy Town’ (Par). (2d wk). Hot 
from Paramount theatre. Good $2,- 
800. Last week, ‘Birth Blues’ (Par) 
(3d wk) and ‘Little Foxes’ (RKO) 
(2d wk), nifty $3,200. 

Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 23-40)— 
‘Nothing But Truth’ (Par) and ‘Lady 
Be Good’ (M-G) (2d run). Excellent 
$3,000.. Last week, ‘Hold Dawn’ 
(Par) and ‘Navy Blues’ (WB), good 
$2,800. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) 
58)—‘Chocolate 
‘Married 








(2,349; 30-40- 
Soldier’ (M-G) and 
Bachelor’ (M-G). Dandy 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Shadow Thin 
Man’ (M-G) and ‘Parson Panamint’ 
(Par) (2d wk), $6,400, oke. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 30-40-58 )— 
‘Sundown’ (UA) (3d wk). Nice 
$5,000. Last week, same film, swell 





Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-58)— 


‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) and 
‘Parson Panamint’ (Par). (2d wk). 
(Moveover from Fifth). Swell $3,- 


100. Last week, ‘International Squad- 
ron’ (WB) and ‘Smiling Ghost’ 
(WB). (2d wk), $2,600, good. 
Orpheum (H-E) (2.600: 30-40-58)— 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Target 
for Tonight’ (WB). Big $10,000 in 
nine days. Last week, ‘Started with 


Eve’ (U) and ‘Swing Soldier’ (U), | 
(2d wk), $4,900, good. | 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350: 23-35- 


50-58)——‘Mob Town’ (U) and ‘Tuxedo 
Junction’ (Rep). Plus vaude. Paced 
to reach neat $5,800. Last week, 
‘South Tahiti’ (U) and vaude, dandy 
$6,000. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 30-40-58) 

‘Feminine Touch’ (M-G) and ‘Un- 
r’ (M-G). Sturdy $7,500. 

‘Skylark’ (Par) and 


nice opening ses- 


I t week 
‘Buy Town’ (Par) 
ion at $8,300 
Roosevelt (Sterling) 
65)—‘Set. York’ (WB), (8th wk). 
Making record for this house, but |} 
kely W ill e) d this week Solid 
$3,200. Last week, same film, nice 
$3,700 

Winter Garden 
20-30)—‘Woman Is 


(800: 40-50- 


(800; | 

and | 
Good 
Last week, ‘Charley’s Ba | 


(Sterling) 
Mine’ (U) 


(20th) and ‘Mad Doctor’ (Par) ( 
wk), $2,500, good 


‘Keep ’Em Flying’ Best | 
Lincoln Bet, Nice $3,600. 


Lincoln, Neb., Dec. 9. 


War Broadcasts Keep Em Out of L.A. : 


‘ ’ . se . ‘ 9 + 
Keep ’Em Flying’ is in the money | 
here, but ‘Suspicion’ is steady. Stuart | Ga res ll = ace oman Ice 
faded from local scene for a month | 


to remodel. Takes 1.884 seats out of 
competish during December 
drums. 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer) 
(750; 10-15-20) — ‘Riders Mountain’ 
(PRC) and ‘Couldn’t Say No’ (RKO) 
split with ‘South Suez’ (WB) and 
‘Rider Ghost’ (PRC). Fair, $700. 
Last week, ‘Gauchos Eldorado’ (Rep) 
and ‘Tugboat Arnie Sails’ (WB), 
poor $600. 
Lincoin (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 


dol- | 


10-30-44)—‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U). 
Nice $3,600. Last week, ‘Shadow 


Thin Man’ (M-G), good $3,600. 

Nebraska (C-P) (1,236: 10-20-28 )— 
Married Bachelor’ (M-G) and ‘We 
Go Fast’ (20th). Mildish $1,600. 
Last week, ‘Moonlight Hawaii’ (U) 
and Bowes’ amateurs, 3 days, split 
with ‘Moon Over Shoulder’ (20th) 
and ‘Doomed Caravan’ (Par), fairish 
$2,500. 

State (Noble-Federer) (986; 10-25- 
30)—‘Tillie Toiler’ (Col) and ‘Dis- 
trict Attorney’ (Rep) split with 
‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) and ‘Scatter- 
good Broadway’ (RKO). Okay $1,900 
for this season. Last week, ‘Para- 
chute Battalion’ (RKO) and ‘Week- 
end Three’ (RKO), 5 days, good 
$2,000. 

Varsity (N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44)— 
‘Sugpicion’ (RKO). Satisfactory 
$3500. Last week, ‘Sundown’ (UA), 
in the money at $3,100. 


‘Unholy’-Long-Stooges 
Slick $23,000 in Mild 
Pitt; ‘Boots’ 76 on H.0, 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. | 

Difficult to estimate trade this 
week because of the war with people 
sticking to their radios. Added to 
this a blizzard blew up Monday (8), 
emptying downtown streets. 

On early strength Jonnny Long- | 
Phil Regan-3 Stooges combo at Stan- | 
ley with ‘Unholy Partners’ looks like | 
a winner. Remainder of the line is | 
deflated. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-50)—'| 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (2d wk). 
Skidding to around $6,000 after nice 
$13,000 on first week. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 30-40- 
50)—‘Birth Blues’ (Par). Should fin- 
ish at mild $13,500, but WB-Loew 
pool will give it a move-over week 
at Warner. Last week, ‘Died With 
Boots’ (WB), fine $19,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800: 30-40-50) 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
Shifted here after playing week each 
at Penn and Warner. $2,000, just | 
fair. Last week, ‘One Foot Heaven’ 
(WB), on h.o. from Stanley, lusty | 
$3,900 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 30-40-50) 
—‘Never Rich’ (Col) (2d wk). Hold- 
ing over for three days, ‘Swamp | 
Water’ (20th) getting house back to 
its regular Wednesday opening to- | 
morrow (10). Doesn’t lock like much 

re than $1,500 for 1 











} 


| 


ahhreatri 7 
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Stanley (WB) (3,800: 30-44-60-66) 


Unholy Partners’ (M-G) ind 
Johnny Long orch plus Phil Regan 
and 3 Stooges. Long’s band got its 
start here, and Regan and Stooges | 
help Fine $23,000 or better Last 
week, Be Bernie and ‘New York 
Town’ (Par) dropped way off after 


| big weekend to mild $19,500. 


Warner (WB) (2,000: 30-40-50)— | 
‘Died With Boots’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Played previous one at Penn. Satis- 
factory $7,000. Last week, ‘Shadow 
Thin Man’ (M-G), also h.o. from} 
Penn, $8,000. 


| $4,500. 


| (WB) 


$25,000; Flying 


i 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week. . $290,900 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Total Gross Same Week 


Re eee $307,000 
(Based on 13 theatres) 


Legion Picketing in 
Cincy Boosts Garbo 








Film to Sock $14,500, 





Cincinnati, Dec. 9. 

Picketing of “Two-Faced Woman’ 
at the Palace by the Legion of De- 
cency is a b.o. boomerang, with pic- 
ture pacing the city with a lofty lo- 
cal Garbo mark. Bannering followed 
issuance of a letter to all Catholic 
clergy in this section by Archbishop 
John T. McNicholas condemning the 
film. 

Approved by Ohio censors, ‘Two- 
Faced Woman’ will be transferred 
to a smaller house, probably the 
Capitol, for an extended run follow- 
ing its week in the Palace. Results 
elsewhere are so-so. 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Appointment for Love’ (U). Poor 
$7,500. Same last week on ‘Wake Up 
Screaming’ (20th), nee ‘Hot Spot.’ 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘Keep ’'Em Flying: (U). Moveover 
from Palace for second week. Fair 
Last week, ‘Sgt. York’ (WB), 
finale of 10-week run at 40-55-60 


cent scale, strong $4,500, giving pic | 


a gross of close to $68,000 for the en- 
gagement. Stretch equalled ‘Gone 
With Wind’ 
record in same theatre. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)—‘Last 
Duanes’ (20th) and ‘Man at Large 
(20th), split with ‘Shining Victory 
and ‘Arizona Cyclone’ (U) 
Average $2,000. Ditto last week for 


, 
, 


‘World Premiere’ (Par) and ‘Secrets | 


Lone Wolf’ (Col), divided with ‘Gun- 
man Bodie’ (Mono) and ‘Mercy Is- 
land’ (Rep). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430: 33-40-50)— 
‘International Lady’ (UA). N.s.h. 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Shadow 
Man’ (M-G) (2d run), okay $5,000 

Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50) 
—Great Guns’ (20th). All right 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Texas’ (Col), 
$3,500, no dice 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 28-33-42)— 
‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) 
fair $3,000 Last 
(RKO) (2d run), 

Palace (RKO) 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
$14,500, exceptionally large for Garbo 
locally and much better than her 
previous draws. Hypo due to pick- 
eting of theatre by De- 
cency. Last week, 
ing’ (U), fine $13,000. 


week, ‘Suspicion 


fair $3,500. 
(2,600: 33-40-50) 


Legion of 


Shubert (RKO) (2,150: 33-44-60)— | ‘G 


‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO), Andrews 
Sisters and Joe Venuti’s orch. Great 
$14,500. Last week, ‘Ice-Capades’ 
(Rep) and Orrin Tucker’s band with 
Bonnie Baker, $16,000, season’s sec- 


! ond best. 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


(M-G) for Cincy time | 


Thin |! 


(3d run), 


(M-G). Smash | 


‘Keep ’Em Fly- | 


-> 


Neat 22 


Greta Garbo’s ‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
fattened on the criticism leveled at 
it by the Legion of Decency and 
jrolled up a Strong $25,000 at the 
Chinese and State. Sunday business 
| was off in nearly all locations be- 
| cause most of the town was hugging 
; radio sets after the blowoff in the 
Pacific. 

Second week of ‘Keep "Em Flying’ 
chalked up a neat $22,500 at the two 
houses, Pantages and RKO. ‘One 
Foot in Heaven’ is not shaping up too 
|promising at the Hollywood and 
| Downtown, pressing for $15,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) 
30-44-55-75) — ‘Two-Faced Woman! 
(M-G) and ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ 
(20th). Neither helped nor hurt by 
Legion of Decency blast and pull- 
ing normal Garbo take of $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Swamp Water’ (20th) 
and ‘Great Guns’ (20th), okay $9,500. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
—One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and 
short, ‘Tanks Coming’ (WB). Slow 
start, fairish $7,000. Last week, 
‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and ‘Target 
for Tonight’ (WB) (2d wk), satis- 
factory $7,700. 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900; 30-44- 
55)—All Money Buy’ (3d wk). 
Plodding along at mild $4,000. Last 
week, slightly under $4,500. 

Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 30-44-55-75) 











(2,034; 





‘Citizen Kane’ (RKO) (8th wk). 
Feeling worst skid of run, light 
$5,000. Last week, struggled hard 


for $4,500. 

Hollywood (WB) 
—One Foot Heaven’ (WB) and 
short, “Tanks Are Coming’ (WB). 
Pacing slightly ahead of downtown 
dater for fairly good $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB) and 
‘Target for Tonight’ (WB) (2d wk), 
tapered off to $8,300. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200: 30-44- 
55)—‘Riders Purple Sage’ (20th), 
‘Mystery Ship’ (Col) and stage show. 
Trio bucking Xmas shopping for 
light $8,000. Last week, ‘Kisses 
| Breakfast’ (WB) and ‘Blonde Singa- 
| pore’ (Col), under expectations at 
| $7,500. 
| Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-44-55)— 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (2d wk) and 
| Surme Convoy’ (U). Abbott and 
Costello impervious to holiday slump 
j traditions for forte $10,000. Last 
week showed sparkling $14,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-44-55) 
—Appointment Love’ (U) and tab- 


(2,756; 30-44-55) 














| 


loid ‘Meet the People’ revue on 
stage. Again bidding to be town’s 
leader and earmarked for a solid 
1 $16,000. Last week, ‘Glamour Boy 
| (Par) and ‘Skylark’ (Par) plus 


Skinnay Ennis band on 


| strong $15,000. 


holdover, 


RKO (RKO) (2,872: 30-44-55)-—~ 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) (2d wk) and 
‘Burma Convoy’ (U). Still keeping 
’em coming on repeat stanza for fat 
$12,500 Last week, theaded firste 
run parade with bumper $17,000 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44- 

| 55-75) —Two-Faced Woman’ (M-G) 
and ‘Marry Boss’ Daughter’ (20th). 
Downtownets proving devout Garbo 
fans with $14,000 coming up. Last 
week, ‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and 
Great Guns’ (20th), checked in 


| with $14,600. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
30-44-55) —‘Swamp Water’ (20th) and 
‘Great-Guns’ (20th). Running ahead 
of past weeks with $5,200. Last 
week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA), weak $3,500, 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—Swamp Water’ (20th) and ‘Great 
Guns’ (20th). Neat $5,000. Last 
week, ‘Shadow Thin Man’ (M-G) 
and ‘Miss Polly’ (UA), punchy 
$5,700 





War, Pre-Holiday Slump Clips Keys—‘Pulham’ Boston Preem | ‘Key’s’ Turn Comes Next 


Big—‘Flying’ Still Zooming—‘Swamp Water’ Surprise Entry | 


Declaration of war against Japan Monday (8) plus 
interest in war bulletins is socking business presently, 
| particularly in such West Coast cities as Los Angeles, 
Portland did 
the defection so greatly. Added to this, numerous spots 
report the Christmas shopping period as cutting in, by 
some theatres putting on make-shift bills and holding 


San Francisco and Seattle. 


back strong product, others closing. 


not notice the pre-holiday slump as much as in 1940. 

Inclination of many exhibitors to hold pictures and 
coast until Dec. 253 jazzed up the lineup of new films. 
Of the new entries, ‘H. M. Pulham, Esq.’ (M-G) looks 
It’s clicking for $42,000 in two theatres 
where preemed in Boston, and a snappy $14,000 in 
(20th), 
picture, felt the backdraft from the war, doing only 
‘Blues in Night’ 


the brightest. 


Providence. ‘Confirm or Deny’ 
so-so in Washington. 
comes to New York tomorrow 
with a mediocre $18,000 at Philly. 


‘Keep ’Em Flying’ (U) continues zooming in virtual- 
Heading for a record $16,000 





Film bucking tide 
a rousing $24,000 
Washington. 
on second weeks 
church 


not notice 


Woman’ 

Some cities did 

week’s trend. 
‘Swamp. Water’ 


show near-record 


another new couple of cities. 


(RKO), 


tered spots. 


publicity, 
is generally 
business in about eight of 10 key cities—reflecting last 


at Buffalo and neat takings in two Los Angeles houses. 


in Philadelphia for splendid $18,000, 
in Chieago and swell takings in 


Abbott-Costello starrer is holding strong 


in a number of other spots. Aided 
against picture, ‘“Two-Faced 
doing well above usual Garbo 


(20th) is doing surprisingly well, 


especially where the horror angle is stressed. Reports 


biz in Philadelphia, fine Louisville 


trade and strength both in Kansas City and Portland. 
‘Wake Up Screaming’ 


(20th) is clickeroo in a 


also 


Key cities, according to telegraphic reports from 


(WB), which ‘Variety’ correspondents, show a _ variegated lineup 
(Thurs.) checked in otherwise, with not much to indicate trends. ‘Ap- 
pointment for Love’ (U), ‘Look Who's J,aughing’ | 


‘Maltese Falcon’ (WB), stack up best in scat- 


Hollywood, Dec. 9 
| Dashiell Hammett’s whodunit, ‘The 
| Glass Key,’ was pushed into the fue 
| ture on the Paramount production 
| schedule by the same-author’s ‘Red 
Harvest.’ 

Reason for displacement of ‘The 
Glass Key’ is that it had been filmed 
before on the same lot. ‘Red Har- 
vest’ is a maiden on the Hollywood 
track. 


They'll Nurse This Along 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
‘Army Nurse,’ a tale of military 
service, is slated for high-budget 
| production at Republic next month 
|to take advantage of the public de 








|} mand for Army films. 

Picture is bracketed at $500,000 and 
calls for location shots at Fort Bragg, 
iN. C., where nurses are trained, 


1G on 1.0. 








set tl 


Frere meena sy Soca nae 
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LISTEN TO THAT 
BOX OFFICE HOWL, 


He’s ready to oufscream 
“Frankenstein” and 
“Dracula” in that 
Pre-Christmas date! 


Here it is all set for you to sell 
hard ... that horrer magic that 
brings you hot profits out of 
cold shivers! 





LAUDE RAINS 
ARREN WILLIAM 
RALPH BELLAMY 
PATRIC KNOWLES 
BELA LUGOSI 


MARIA OUSPENSKAYA 
EVELYN ANKERS 


nd the new master character creator 


HW, CHANEY 


ted by GEORGE WAGGNER 
ite Producer, GEORGE WAGGNER 


YY 


‘ . . : - ROOK 
ON CHANEY WARREN WILLIAM RALPH BELLAMY ; CLAUDE RAINS PATRIC KNOWLES BELA EVELYN ANKERS MARIA OUSPENSKAYA 


YOUR UNIVERSAL DATE! READY NOW! 
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Exploitation Prize-Winning Is Just 


A Habit with 


Brien; Other Briefs 





Pitisburgh, Dec. 9. 

Lige Brien, WB’s perennial contest 
winner here, has just been awarded 
first prize in 20th’s ‘Sun Valley Sere- 
nade’ exploitation sweepstakes, free 
two-week vacaticn at Sun Valley for 
two. Brien’s campaign for the Sonja 
Henie picture at Belmar, nabe house 
which he manages, was judged best 
all over the country, and he’ll take 
his wife to the winter resort just as 
soon as the stork pays them an ex- 
pected visit shortly. It’s just one of 
many exploitation plums Brien has 
plucked. In the past, he’s won trips 
to Hollywood and New York, a lot of 
cash and several medals and plaques. 

Albert A. Weiland, pioneer film 
distributor and exhibitor here, is re- 
turning to the business shortly with 
a new theatre in Coroapolis. House, 
which will seat around 500, is already 
under construction. 

Jerome theatre in Jerome, Pa., will 
not be reopened by Steve Gironda, 


who announced couple of weeks ago | 


he had such plans. Although the | 
property is registered in his name, 


it’s been under lease for eight years 
to Charles Szewczyk, Boswell exhib, 
and latter obtained a court in- 
junction preventing Gironda from 
breaking the lease. House has been 
dark for several months. 

Leo Wayne, who has been associa- 
ated with the Jack Judd Poster Co. 
since that firm was opened, has left 
the company to become an exhib. 
He’s just taken a lease on the Alan 


New York-Philadelphia-Pittsburgh- 
Washington territory. A. F. Braeu- 
nig to Cleveland-Cincinnati-Indian- 
apolis-Detroit. John B. Wangberg to 
Charlotte-Atlanta-Dallas-New Or- 
leans-Memphis. William A. Burke 
to Chicago-Milwaukee-St. Louis- 
Kansas City-Denver. Elmer Sedin 
to Minneapolis-Sioux Fa!ls-Omaha- 
Des Moines-Oklahoma City. J. J. 
Schmitzer to Los Angeles-San Fran- 
ay - Portland - Seattle - Salt Lake 
ity. 





Allen Builds New Chain. 
Toronto, Dec. 9. 

Resigning from Premier Operating 
Theatres at the beginning of the 
month, Raymond Allen has wasted 
no time in organizing an operating 
company that already has seven pic- 
ture houses. Deal was quickly closed 
for four spots owned by M. G. 
O’Brien; these all in the Ottawa 
area—Pembroke, Renfrew, Almonte 
and Arnprior. 

Allen has also acquired two previ- 
ously closed houses in Toronto and 
Penetanguishene; another in Hes- 
peler, 








Benson Back in Harness 

Al Benson, in sales for many years, 
but who retired to go into the con- 
struction field on his own, is return- 
ing to the picture business. He will 
become assistant to Earle Sweigart, 
Paramount district manager head- 
quartering in Philadelphia, and will 
probably leave for Philly in a day 





theatre in Toledo. 

National Screen Service will soon 
begin the erection of a new building 
on Film Row. Piece of property 49 
by 130 feet on Boulevard of Allies 
has just been acquired by William 
Bein, NSS exec, from Sachs Real 
Estate Co. and construction plans 
will be started at once. Building will 
serve as a film exchange and. poster 
distributing center. 

E. L. (Manny) Abrams is quitting 
the theatre biz and the Park at Blair 
Station, which he has operated for | 
some time, will go dark around the 
first of the year. 

Nat Rosen has been named to va- 
cancy in U booking department made | 
by the transfer of W. A. (Bill) Lewis | 
to company’s Atlanta exchange. 
Rosen was formerly in the contract 
and playdate department of 20th- 
Fox's N. Y. office. 

Briefies: Art Morrone celebrated 
his 30th anniversary in picture indus- | 
try last week...Jimmy Ley, assistant 
to U cashier, has left for the army... 
Giuseppe interrante, opera singer 
and brother of Austin Interrante, 
veteran 20th-Fox salesman here, died 
in New York recently after a long 
illness...Ladies Theatrical Club, 
distaff branch of Variety Club, hon- 
ored Nettie (Mrs. Harry) Kalmine | 
and Lucille (Mrs. C. J.) Latta at | 
farewell luncheon last week and pre- | 
sented each of them with silver plat- | 
ters...Featured organist at -new 
Club 51 here is Lyda Rodnok, daugh- 
ter of Stephen Rodnenok, Oakmont 
exhib...Vincent Corso has joined 
managerial staff of Memorial in 
McKeesport under Lou Fordan. 





Carnegie, N. Y., Ex-Newsreeler 
Newsreel policy failed to click at 
the Little Carnegie, N. Y., house now 


running secondary-run features along | 


with newsreel shots. Theatre policy 
formerly was foreign but dearth of 
fare halted operations late last year. 
It reopened about six weeks ago as 
newsreel-shorts theatre, with man- 
agement 

mosphere. 





Junket to Albany 
Albany, Dec. 9. 

Banquet, attended by more than 
50 Warner and other film people 
from New York, was tossed here for 
Moe Silver last night (Monday). It 
was a farewell shindig to celebrate 
Silver’s transfer from WB theatre 
district manager in Albany to Pitts- 
burgh zone manager. In the latter 
spot he replaces Harry Kalmine, who 
recently became circuit head in New 
York. 

Among the guests from New York, 
who traveled here in two special 
railroad cars, was Joe Bernhard, 
WB v.p. and gm. He went from 
here to Chicago for the industry's 
national unity meeting. 


Realign RKO Sales Staff 

Following the promotion of Emmet 
Cashman, home-office rep of RKO, 
to assistant to William Dahler, 
Supervisor of sales approval for the 
eastern division, A. A. Schubart, 
manager of company’s exchange 
Operations, announced a new terri- 
torial setup for h.o. representatives. 
Realignment was made to provide 
one homeoffice rep to cover all 
branches in a district manager's ter- 
ritory, with transfers becoming ef- 
fective between now and first of 
1942. 

The representatives’ 
torial assignments are: 

Dan Nolan to Boston, New Haven, 
Albany, Buffalo and Toronto terri- 
tory. This is a promotion, moving 





new  terri- 


Nolan up from traveling auditor to | 


homeoffice rep. Jack de Waal to 


stressing the clubby at- | 


or two. 

Benson left pictures eight years 
ago when he was Par branch man- 
ager in Toronto. He had previously 
been associated with Par branches 
in the states, having been with the 
company 10 years. 





Frankie, Jr’s Buy 
Mount Vernon, Wash., Dec. 9. 


Richard Frankie, Jr., of Seattle has | 


purchased the Mission theatre here. 
Former operator was C. O, Durham. 
Theatre building is owned by 


| Murphy Bros. 





Joe Weiss to A. C. 
Atlantic City, Dec. 9. 
Joe Weiss, formerly of Broad, 
Philadelphia, named manager of 
Capitol, of Wielland-Lewis chain 
here. 


Nate Cohen, publicity director for 
Wielland-Lewis, and wife, returned 
from motor trip to Canada. 

Everson in Des Moines 
Des Moines, Dec. 9. 

Borge Iverson, formerly manager 
of the LeClaire, Moline, Ill., named 
successor to Harry Holsberg at the 
Paramount. Holsberg has gone to 
Omaha to manage the Paramount for 
Tri-States. 

Frakes Doubles Up 
Spokane, Dec. 9. 

L. A. Frakes, who recently pur- 
chased the Rex, Newport, Wash., has 
purchased the Roxy, Priest River, 
Ida., from M. C. and W. M. Bennett. 
The two 
apart 


Fox Asst. Mgrs. Ass’n. 
Denver, Dec. 9. 


Assistant managers of Fox houses | 


in’ Denver have formed an organ- 
ization and meet at the Cosmopolitan 
every Wednesday for breakfast. Phil 
Mullin is president and Owen Van- 
derventer secretary. Each week they 
listen to someone talk on matters 
pertaining to films and theatre. 
Press Woods, head of the Fox In- 
| termountain Theatres candy depart- 
| and has gone to San Diego, Calif.. 
to report for duty. He is succeeded 
| by Martin Morris, of the art depart- 
|ment, and his job goes to Jack 
| Palmer. 
Affiliated Enterprises (Bank Night) 
owned by C. U. Yaeger and Rick 
Ricketson, appealed to U. S. Supreme 
court for a reversal of the circuit 
|court decision that the company must 
| pay on the basis of being a ‘personal 


|holding corporation’ and not an 
|‘operation corporation.” The court 
| held that more than 80% of the 
|income represented royalties. The 
amount involved is about $40,000. 


Income of the company for the year 
| 1934, 1935 and 1936 were $116,982.17, 
| $364,465.41 and $770,558.31, respec- 
tively. The company discontinued 
the licensing of Bank Night in 1938 
when, according to the circuit court’s 
decision, ‘a fraud order was issued 
against it by the Postoffice Depart- 
(Continued on page 40) 





towns are only six miles | 


ment, has joined the military forces | 


SPG Still Mulls Tie-In 


Members of the Screen Publicists 
Guild met Friday (5) with repre- 
sentatives of two unions, United Of- 
fice Workers and Hardware & De- 
partment Store Clerks, to discuss 
possibility of lining publicists up 
with one of the two organizations. 
Another meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday (11). 

At meeting of SPG members last 
Thursday (4), report was made on 
various organizations with which the 
publicity men could align. 








PRESS WORK ON 
CAMP SHOWS 


Hai Horne office may take over 
| publicity-exploitation on the enter- 
|tainment units now touring Army- 
| Navy posts. Although agreeing to 
donate as much of his own time as 
is required to exercise general su- 
| pervision over the work of the road 
|men and the publicity department, 
Horne is not desirous of having his 
office take over the whole function 





Asst. Theatre Mors. in the Field 
Call Themselves the Forgotten Men 


‘% 





GALS CALL THEIR SHOTS 


Non-Co-op Actors Get Singed By 
H’wood Sobbies 








Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Six film actors and actresses were 
nominated in the Horse’s Neck 
| Sweepstakes, to be sent to the post 
‘Dec. 18 by Hollywood Women’s 





HORNE MAY DO 2. Club to determine the most 


non-cooperative players. Nominees 
are Bing Crosby, Fred Astaire and 
Ronald Colman among the males, 
and Ginger Rogers, Marlene Diet- 
rich and Jean Arthur among the 
femmes. 


Finalists for the most cooperative 
title, to be decided on the same day, 
are Clark Gable, Bob Hope, Robert 
Taylor, Bette Davis, Ann Sheridan 
and Rita Hayworth. 


Freelance P.A.s 
Flayed for Plants 
Harmful to H’ woo 











for USO-Camp Shows, Inc. 

If his organization, which does 
special publicity-exploitation for 
20th-Fox, did take the camp job it 
would be on a non-profit basis. How- 
ever, it would require the handling 
of large sums of money for extra 
assistance, road men’s salaries, print- 
ing, etc., and Horne does not want 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
| Publicity damaging to the film in- 
dustry was censured in a resolution 
adopted by the Publicity Directors 
Committee of the Producers Asso- 
ciation, aimed chiefly at freelance 
p.a.s. 

Resolution ‘condemns publicity 
practices conducted in behalf of in- 
dividuals without regard to their 








to be in the position of making it 
appear his outfit is profiting by a 
| strictly charitable gesture. 





| Abe Lastfogel, v._p. and g.m. of the | 
William Morris agency, who is now 
in charge of the camp shows, and | 
| Oscar Doob, Loew’s publicity head, 
; who is acting as CSI advisor on 
| public relations, have been urging 
| Horne to take the job. He made a 
| preliminary survey for them of cost. 
Principal work would be supervi- 
sion of advance men, who have al- 
ready been named by the CSI and 
are at work. Horne’s office would 
| prepare press material and promo- 
tion for them. 
National publicity also would be 
|sought. Object is three-fold. First, 
to attract soldiers to the shows; sec- | 


effect upon the industry’s good will, 
and_ which may result in national 
condemnation of the motion picture 
industry and of its 30,000 
in Hollywood.’ 

Committee aiso agreed to cooper- 
ate with selling plans for Savings 


{Bonds and Stamps, and discussed a 


request for aid by John Lee, in 
|charge of publicity for Camp Shows, 
Inc. 


JIM FURMAN RETURNS 
TO PAR; PHILLY ZONE 


Jim Furman, who for three years 








| 
| 


| ond, to acquaint the folks back home | has operated his own public relations 
| 


|with the fact that their boys are 
| getting entertainment, and third, to | 
|acquaint the general public with | 
what the USO is doing with its| 
|funds, so that when the next drive | 
| comes up in June, the way will be 
;paved for further collections. 
| Hal Horne will handle special ex- | 
|ploitation on ‘Remember the Day,’ 
| Claudette Colbert starrer 

Decision followed discussion with 
|A. M. Botsford at 20th-Fox home 
| office, it being previously considered 
| to skip ‘Day’ and concentrate on an- | 


. | 
other forthcoming release. } 
| 


LOEW’S GOES TO TOWN | 
IN HUB ON ‘PULHAM’ 


| 
| 
| 
| Boston, Dec. 9. | 
Handed a world preem of ‘H. M. 
Pulham, Esq.,’ the Loew’s Theatres 
|publicity office here, headed by Joe 
Longo, overlooked few possibilities 
in staging one of the most compre- 


hensive campaigns here since ‘Gone 
With the Wind.’ Tieups with Har- 
vard on this picture were obviously 
desirable, but hard to get with such 


a conservative institution 

However, much of the newspaper 
pace was garnered via this means. 
Script of ‘Pulham’ was presented to 
Harvard's Widener Library by John 
P. Marquand, author, and this pro- 
;duced good breaks in the local 
|papers. The author was also tend- 
,ered a dinner of honor by Harvard 
|Alumni (classmates of Marquand), 
and a group of faculty and grads 
|from the university attended a spe- 
\cial screening of the film. In addi- 
|tion, a number of alumni of Har- 
vard (15 and ‘17) attended 
preem as guests of Loew’s. 


the | 


agency on the Coast, serving indus- 


tures as exploitation 
for Paramount, working out of the 
Philadelphia exchange. 


to take hoid. 


Furman succeeds Jim Moran, who 
had covered the Washington terri- 
tory but has resigned to devote 
time to a local radio program in 
which he’s interested, Under the new 
setup, however, Alec Moss will have 
both Furman and Bill Brooker, in- 
cumment at Philly, handle that terri- 
tory from there as well as Washing- 
ton and Pittsburgh. Moss has 
13 exploitation men under him. 


his 


now 


For many years at the home office 
with the old Publix circuit (Par) on 
advertising, Furman 
handled Loew theatres in northern 
New Jersey before resigning to go 
into business for himself. 


Taplinger’s Merchandizing 
Objective at Columbia 


New Columbia to whicl 
Bob Taplinger was named last week 


post at 


will see the former Warner Bros. 
flack chief continuing actively n 
publicity, although he carries the 
label ‘executive assistant’ to prez 


Harry Cohn. task will 


Taplinger’s 


be to coordinate publicity and ex- 
| ploitation with production, he said 
|} prior to his departure from New 


York last week for the Coast. 


Idea is for him to work with Cohn 
and producers on titles, scripts and 
details of production—before, during 
and after filming—to insure maxi- 
mum saleability of every picture. 


a script when he thinks they will 


workers | 


He arrived | 
in Philly from the Coast Monday (8) | 


subsequently | 


‘ 





Widespread dissatisfaction is re- 
ported among assistant managers in 
major circuit houses who now re- 
gard themselves as the forgotten men 
of show business. Chief complaint 
is that vacancies in managerial spots 
‘are being filled by men brought in 
from other districts despite lip serv- 
jice to the ‘promotion from within 
| the ranks’ theme. 


Assistant managers in the New 
_England territory have a chronic beef 
| that they are consistently passed up 

for men from New York and Cleve- 
land whose names are ostensibly bet- 
‘ter known to home office execs. 
Contention is that division managers 
are not given sufficient authority to 
promote assistants who have, in some 
| cases, spent as much as eight or nine 
years on home grounds. Another 
burn is that the assistants usually 
have to humor and train the in- 
coming managers. 


With attractive openings in de- 
fense industries reportedly availab'e 
to some, assistants are now in a spot 
trying to decide whether to give up 
years of seniority in the theatre 
field for which they have been 
|trained or remain lost in the shuffe. 


‘MARCUS ADDS 2 MORE 
IN CINCY TERRITORY 


Cincinnati, Dec. 9. 
Manny Marcus, operating theatres 
in Indiana and Ohio, added his sec- 
ond and third local houses last week 
by leasing the Chevwood and Chev- 
ron in Cheviot, suburb. Some months 
ago he took over the Esquire, nabe 
| in Clifton. 
The Chevron, a new house still in 
process of construction, and the 
| Chevwood were purchased in Sep- 
| tember by Peter and William Palaz- 
|zolo, macaroni manufacturers, and 
| their brother-in-law, Deno Spacca- 
relli, druggist, for business invest- 
ment. Former owners were Crawford 
| & Loofbourow, 
| Marcus has cinemas in Indiana- 
polis and Fort Wayne, Ind., and 
Dayton, O. Vic Coftel manages his 

















| Cincy interests. 
| ‘ 


K. C. to Preem Localites’ 


trial accounts mostly, returns to pic- 
representative | 





‘Rodeo Rhythm’ Picture 


Kansas City, Dec. 9. 
World preem of ‘Rodeo Rhythm,’ 
feature film production of Del Cal 





Theatres, Inc., starring Fred Scott, 
will be shown at the Granada thea- 
tre, 1,140-seater, Friday (12), Film 
features and centers around Roy 
Knapp’s Rough Riders, juve trick- 
sters of this town, and is entirely a 
K. C. product, 


Del Cal Theatres is headed by Leo 
J. McCarthy, with Martin Finkelstein 


as assistant, both of whom came in 
last week to make arrangements with 
Elmer Rhoden, divisional chief of 
Fox-Midwest Theatres, which oper- 


ates the Granada; Lon Cox, Fox exec 
who gave idea for the.film, and Senn 
Lawler, publicity and advertising di- 
rector. McCarthy and Finkelstein 
are former Fox officials. 

Fred Scott is due in from the Coast 


for a personal appearance at the 
preen Pat Dunn, WDAF singer, 
Patricia Redpath, local fem lead, and 
Knapp with |] Rough Rider kid- 
lies, will also be on hand. 
Special ‘Boots’ Ball 

| pecial Boots bally 
| 

Warner Bros. is giving exhibitors 
the benefit of test campaigns on 


, ‘They Died With Their Boots On’ 
when the picture goes out on general 
release, Jan. 1. Company has pre- 
|pared special press sheet called 
| ‘Supplementary Campaign Plan,’ 
| with exhib attention called to the 
campaigns listed as those which ob- 


He'll suggest injecting of points into! tained sock results. 


| Press book lists selling angles em- 


a anveunenaany! Tas ooh 


‘Dumbo’s’ Trailers 


‘Dumbo’ gets seven December | ; 
magazine publicity breaks. Coronet | lege papers were numerous; and 
'earries a color insert, Time (issue | permission was granted to the Or- 
Dec, 25) will use ‘Dumbo’ for the | pheum theatre to string a giant ban- 
cover with three pages inside, Mc-|ner across the main shopping street 
Call’s carries two pages, Life, issue | of Boston—first time in 10 years. 
Dec. 16 has three pages in color and| Both Robert Young and Marquand 
Reader’s Digest has a cover essay by | came in for press interviews and 
Walt Disney. personal appearances on the stages 

Theatre Arts Monthly and U. S./of the State and Orpheum where 
| Camera also carry pieces on the film.! the preem broke simultaneously. 


Complimentary tieups with stores, 





'radio, newspapers, schools and col- | 


give the pub-ad department addi-| ployed in putting ‘Boots’ over in 

tional. angles to plug. A public re-| Philadelphia, Jersey City, Newark 

| lations job as well, Taplinger’s task' and New York City. 

will be to suggest elimination of | 

anything he feels not in the best in-} 
| 





RUBINE TO COL. 


terests of the company or the in- 

dustry. Holiywood, Dec. 9. 
Studio press department, headed | Irving Rubine is leaving Warners 

by Lou Smith will not be disturbed | for a post with Robert Taplinger at 

in any way by his appointment, Tap- | Columbia. 

linger said. He'll make his head-| He handled radio and exploitation 

| quarters at the studio. | at Warners for the past five years. 


ne 
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ITS THE SAME WITR 
CTURES...FOR NEW YEARS! 


Why buy an unknown quantity when you 
can get the picture that’s 


TOPPING “DODGE CITY” AND “DIVE BOMBER”= BUT BIG! 
HOLDING OVER EVERYWHERE-—- 
FOR A THIRD WEEK IN MOST SPOTS! 


Take the guesswork out of your 
New Years’ booking — with _ 















ERROL FLYNN 
OLIVIA DeHAVILLAND 


“THEY DIED WITH THEIR 
BOOTS ON” 


with x 
ARTHUR KENNEDY « CHARLEY GRAPEWIN 
GENE LOCKHART 


Directed by RAOUL WALSH 


Original Screen Play by Wally Kline and 
Aeneas MacKenzie * Music by Max Steiner 
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Mexican Exhibs Map Gov't Action 
On Allegedly Excessive Taxation 


British Troops Servicing 
A Problem to U.S. Pix 


Question of servicing British 


troops on duty in North Africa came 
up last week before American film 
company gg chiefs in a New 
York huddle. . 8. distributors are 
exerting every effort to maintain a 
steady supply of pictures to these 
units, but existing contracts com- 
plicate matters. 

Stipulation in exhibition con- 
tracts make the Equator the di- 
viding line on such servicing. Con- 
sequently, the contracts probably 
will have to be realigened if steady 
flow of product continues to the 
British Empire troops. 


WB IN PACT 
WITH HOYTS 


Sydney, Dec. 9. 

Warners has pacted a one-year 
agreement with Hoyts circuit 
whereby the Australian theatre 
chain will handle its full line of 
pictures. Terms are reported better 
for Warners than those of the 
former long-term WB-Hoyts con- 
cluded this fall. 

Details of the new contract were 
worked out largely in N. Y. between 








Mexico City, Dee. 9. 


Boxoffice of cinemas throughout 
Mexico is bogged down by what the 
exhibitors grumble are excessively 
high taxes. Situation is particularly 
acute here and is said to be worse 
then the employee wage situation. 

Exhibitors have not as yet made 
formal complaint about the taxation 
and the system by which it is. im- 
posed, But this action is looked for 
goon, Cinemamen are eager to co- 
operate with the government in its 
program to get things economically 
straight after six years of lefting 
during the Cardenas administration. 
That is one of the prime reasons 
for withholding until what the ex- 
hibitors consider to be an opportune 
time for lodging complaints against 
the levies with the Ministry of Fi- 
nance and the state and municipal 
treasurers. 

Superficially, the exhibitors ex- 
plain, their taxes are not very high. 
But it is the system of computing 
this tax that raises the ned. Levies 
are based upon a proposition that 
the cinemas fill their entire seatage 
every day, dull week days as well 
as Sundays and holidays. Under 
this figuring, a cinema seating, say, 
4,000, which charges an admission 
of $2 (Mex.) (50c U. S.) must pay 
the imposts on a_ gross of $8,000 
(Mex.) ($2,000 U. S.), whether or 
not it gets that boxoffice. This cal- 
culating, it is said, means in many 
cases tax nicks of 25%, and in a 
few others as much as 50%. That 








is a definite hardship upon small : y 
cinemas here and in the provinces| Warner executives and National 
that do not enjoy a sustaining| Theatre men, it is reported here. 
patronage. National Theatres has controlling 
interest in Hoyts. At one time, 








Greater Union is understood to have | 




















| may 








VANA EXHIB GROUPS sic interest in a new deal, but | 
2 HA subsequently its interest lagged be- |II 
cause it had sufficient U.S. major | 
COMBINE VB. U. S. RATES company product. 
en Dec. 2. 

For the first time since 1936 |} Par's Lucky 
Havana has no release house com- ’ 
petition. ——— Continued from page 3 Sa 

Jose Valvazar and Manuel Rodri- ! negotiations to take over some or | 
guez, who operate the America,|all of the Honolulu theatres oper- 


Rialto and Radio Cine, have formed | ated by Adolph Ramish and Lou 
a partnership with Ernesto Smith, | Rosen of Los Angeles, following dif- 
operator of the Fausto, Encanto and | ficulty in closing a product deal 
Alkazar, all with a view, of course, 


| with the Consolidated circuit of Ha- | 





Pratchett Due In 


A. L. Pratchett, Paramount’s man- 
aging director for Central America 
and most of South America, is due 
in New York late this month on a 
regular visit to the home office. 

Pratchett will confer with Stanley 
Chase, company’s special foreign | 
representative, who just arrived in | 
N. Y. from Cuba. Chase is going to 
Mexico City on a permanent assign- 
ment. 


DINNER’ SOCKO 
WITH MORLEY 
IN LONDON 


London, Dec. 9. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ which 
opened at the Savoy here last Thurs- 
day (4), was wildly acclaimed and 
promises to become one of the sea- 
son’s top London attractions. Rob- 
ert Morley is in the lead and being 
credited with a personal triumph, 
aside from the strong character of 
the play itseif. 

George Kaufman-Moss Hart ve- 
hicle comes to this side after sim- 
ilar success in America, where, in 
addition to more than a year’s run 
on Broadway, there were several 
road companies simultaneously out. 
Morley has the role Monty Woolley 
created on Broadway, and which 
Clifton Webb, Alexander Woollcott 
and Taylor Holmes had on the road. 

While the cast was celebrating the 
success of ‘Dinner’ Thursday night 
(4), Mrs. Morley, daughter of actress 
Gladys Cooper, gave birth to a son. 



































Continued from page 1 


Year’s week only. 
on the conservative side. 
That the governor means 


cerned when he designated a corps 
| of special agents as a private vigi- 
| Jante staff, accountable direct to Tal- 
lahassee. They are _ hand-picked, | 
high-type college men who wil 
check on the sheriffs and authorities 





Fla. Gambling Nix i 


| 


busi- | 
|ness was brought home to all con- 


to slicing promotion costs and get-/|waii. The Consolidated chain, play- | in Miami and Miami Beach, also 
ting better release rates, ling Par pictures in the past, is|Palm Beach, Orlando, Hallandale, | 
All except Paramount and Uni-/|}owned by San Francisco interests | etc., and make sure there’s no cheat 
versal are holding out against the |and is the largest in the Hawaiian|ing, either via casinos or hand- 
demands of the combine against | Islands. | books. Tre horse-rooms, where |} 
lower prices, while Warners and} Ramish & Rosen’s Royal circuit|every cigar counter had its private | 
Fox have carryover deals for Janu- includes six houses which they own following, besides _handy anwesatte | 
ary. |outright as well as more than a/on the counters, will be no more. 





license film. 


, ; Unable to get together with Con-| 
Life of Christ Set | solidated, though since having re- 

sumed negotiations, Par is said to} 

For Filming 1 in Mexico |; have approached Ramish & Rosen | 

| with a view to taking over some of 


their houses, 


‘ Mexico City, Dec. 9. | 2+ the same time to be made avail- | 
_ Picture production for the first able to the others. Austin C.| 
time in Mexico of the life of Christ Keough, Par’s general counsel, was 
has been arranged by Ramon Pereda. in Los Angeles on the deal, but is | 
Jesus’ will have Jose Cibrian in the lnow back east following abandon- | 
name role and Adriana Lamar will ment of negotiations and resump- | 


play the Magdalen. 
Release is skedded for next Easter 
week. 


tidn of dickering with Consolidated. 
Deal has not yet been closed with 
Consolidated either, it under- 
stood. 


is 








CHECKING UP FOR M-G 


No News trom Hawaii 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. 





dozen theatres for which they sub- | 


with the Par product | 


The Hotel Versailles, one of those 
snooty ‘restricted’ hostelries, will 
|essay occasional names, but the idea 
jis that talent amortization against 
| the idea of exploiting the hostelry’s 
room accommodations, makes that | 
setup possible. Estelle & LeRoy with 
Charles Murray’s orchestra opens 
the season for them Jan. 15 and | 
specialists like Hildegarde, Jane} 
|Froman, Billy DeWolfe, Harry Rich- 
man, Georgie Price, Georges & 
Jalna may follow, if the hotel book- 


ings are commensurate. 
The Latin Quarter, Lou Walters’ 
|mass-capacity spot, will have its 


| usual floor show with, girls, etc., plus 
lacts of the caliber of Diamond Bros., 

Hermanos Williams, et al. Walters 
now also has the Rhumba Casino 
| and Emile Boreo will head a girl 





Isaacs On S. A. Tour to Look Into; Ajj communications between U. S. | show. 
Theatre Improvements | and Hawaii being suspended, Adolph| Ben Gaines, wko has the Demp- 
— Ramish who. with Lou  Rosen,|sey-Vanderbilt hotel, will operate 
Buenos Aires, Dec. 9. | operates a chain of theatres in Hono-|the Beachcomber 100%, sans Monte | 
At the direct suggestion of Arthur |}uylu, said he hadn’t heard from his|Proser, who was his partner last | 
Loew, Metro foreign manager, Les-/ managers there and presumed no|year. Billy Kent is booking the | 
ter B. Isaacs is currently touring | qamave had been done to his film|shows. Juanita Juarez, Del Casino’s 
South America, checking on the | solidated Amusements, which|band and Maurice & Cordoba are | 
sound and projection of all Metro- | phouses, set. Vincent Brigale’s orch returns) 
Loew houses in S. A. Advices from Frisco base of Con-|to the Dempsey-Vandy, per usual, 
Trip, first ‘of its kind, has resulted | solidated Amusements  which|and acts like Terry Lawlor will be 
in many improvements, Isaacs re- operates 50 houses in Hawaii, indi-| brought back for the Pago Pago 


ported here, because local operators 
throughout Latin-America are anx- 
ious for the latest developments in 
projection and sound. Metro is the 
only major with any great number e 


cated no property damage 
reported. 


U.S. Morale Pix 


me Continued from page 1 











of its own outlets south of the 
border. Isaacs is also checking on 
houses with which M-G has ex- 
clusive contracts. 








being rushed through the revision 
process to hit the nation’s screens in 
about a week. 

Labeled ‘The Shield,” film 
documentary-type compilation 





is a 
and 


EARLY STARTER 
Mexico City, Dec. 9. 
Felipe Mier, Mexican film pro- 
ducer, has completed arrangements 
for 1942 output. In February he 
starts three pictures and plans a 


come from the Office of Civilian De- 
fense, headed by Mayor LaGuardia. 
It will be available to all theatres. 





total of six or eight for the year. |Kanin was_ recently discharged 

Mier was Warners’ manager here | (over 28) from the Army’s Training | 
before he became _ producer-dis- | iFilm Production Laboratory at Fort | 
tributor, ‘Monmouth, N.J. 


and none} 


| will play moderate acts like Russell 


Room in that hostelry. 

The swank Brook, which had to 
cancel Hildegarde at $2,000, because 
of the casino restrictions, instead 
'Swan, Mario & Fioria, Charles 
Wright’s band, etc. 

The Esquire becomes the Clover 





the first of the morale builders to | 


| Club this year, and Monte Proser 
| will be represented by proxy, send- 
ling one of his Copacabana (N.Y.) 
revues down, . Nat Harris man- 
aging. Arturos is the band. 

Palm Beach’s famed Colony may 
| not reopen this season, and that 


1S | 


| goes up and down the Florida coast. | 


| Ben Marden’s elaborate Colonial 
Inn at Hallandale, some 17 miles 
from Miamia Beach, is for sale, and 





| Maz ‘den will be in Florida only as a} 
ion dev 


‘tourist this year. 


| similar 


|in the morning. 


Arthur Rank Expected to Succeed 
Deutsch As Head of Odeon Theatres 





+ 


‘Men of Boys Town’ 
OK $3,400 in Havana 


Havana, Dec. 2. 


Metro’s ‘Men of Boys Town,’ at 
the Fausto had a gross of about 
$3,400 last week for exceptional biz. 
Schools went for it big. 


United Artists’ ‘Lydia,? combined 
with a Spanish reader, rolled them 
into the America to the tune of 
$3,300 and ‘Belle Starr’ (20th) to- 
totaled $1,800. Warner’s ‘Affection- 
ately Yours’ took $1,700 at Radio 
Cine. A split week of a pair of 
Metros, ‘Bad Man’ and ‘Washington 
Melodrama,’ drew $1,600 at the Al- 
kazar during the last half while a 
Fox revival took $400 for the first 
three days. 


‘El Insurgente,’ a Mexican film, 
was worth $2,000 at the Payret. 


‘Gone,’ at the Tosca, a two-day 
suburban in Vibora, ran 11 days to 
full houses, running up to 14 weeks 
of Havana exhibition. 


U.S. PIC AIDES 
GET BRIT. BONUS 


London, Dec. 9. 

Revelation here this week that 
Paramount is giving its employees 
three weeks pay, in recognition of 
their efforts under war conditions, 
tipped off that virtually every U.S. 
distributor here is giving similar 
bonus payments. 








American distributors have car- 


|ried on with staffs smaller than per- 
mason cy is a mass capacity room. It | haps for any time since operating in 


unbend for one name for New 
For the rest it’s | beem called to the colors, depleting 


Britain. Many men, of course, have 


personnel. 

















Continued from page 1 





1 | great portion of the top male names 


will be in service within 90 days. 


| The majority of this group are just | 


shading 30. 


Mickey Rooney, turned 21, regis- 


|and Metro is almost certain to lose 


| Tony Martin, who has already been! Magerit, 


accepted by his draft board. Hard- 


; est hit branch of the industry. will | 


be the western and outdoor action | 
| units. Most of the stars in this group 
are in their middle twenties. 
Many Reserve Officers 
Also subject to early call are those 
in the industry who hold reserve 
commissions in addition to those re- 
cently discharged as being over the 
28-year age limit. In this group are 
many executives and directors who) 


| are standing by for immediate call. 


John W. Considine, Jr., Metro pro- 
ducer, is in the Naval Reserve, and 
Lloyd Bacon, Warners director, holds 
rank. The Navy Photo- 
graphic Division and the Army Sig- 
nal Corps are also expected to cut 
deep into picture ranks. Those in 
technical, sound and camera depart- 





London, Dec. 9. 


Arthur Rank, principal stockholder 
in General Film Distributors, one of 
the affiliates* in the complicated 
string of holding companies which 
)perates Odeon Theatres, Ltd., is ex- 

ea to succeed Oscar Deutsch as 
read of Odeon. Deutsch died here 
Friday (5). 

MDoeutsch’s death leaves open two 
board chairmanships, one in Odeon 
Theatres, Ltd., managing and op- 
erating company which control 300 
British theatres, and the other in 
Odeon Cinema Holdings Co., which 
Cwns operating control of Odeon 
Theatres, Ltd. Rank is a director 
of the companies. 

Odeon Cinema Holdings Co. is 
50% owned by United Artists. Other 
50% of OCHC is owned by Foy In- 
vestment Holdings Co. Foy owns 


' General Films, of which Rank is a 


H’wood Manpower rer | 





| 





ments have had standby orders for| 


/some time. 


Surprising disclosure is that only 
a small number of Japanese are em- 
ployed in the studios. Nearly all are 
janitors. gardeners or window-wash- 
ers They were not permitted in 
studios until a ruling was made. by 
the FBI. 

Payrolls and operations are being 
checked to ascertain if any foreigners 


| have outside connections detrimental 
| to 
| who were held to be suspicious char- 


industry or government. Many 
acters have been weeded out. Every 
precaution is being taken against 
studio visitors, with likelihood that 
within 10 days no one will be ad- 
mitted other than those with neces- 
sary business to-transact. It is un- 
derstood that studios are planning to 
call for employees’ birth certificates 
as assurances against spurious na- 
tionality claims. 

Many picture people have already 
volunteered for duty as air raid 
wardens or observers along the 
Coast line. Among the first to do 
volunteer service is Allen Jenkins, 
who is on dog watch from one to four 
Other actors cur- 
rently idle are taking shifts and 
others are being asked to take shifts 
during the night. Women are active 
chifts. 


| music 


stockholder. Deutsch was one 
of the large shareholders in Foy, 
thus deriving his power. 


Deutsch died in London Clinic, 
at least partially from the effect of 
a bomb on his Manchester home sev- 
eral months ago. Explosion hurled 
him out of bed, injuring him, and 
he never completely recovered. 

Entering the film business about 
25 years ago as Operator of several 
theatres in Birmingham, Deutsch 
begen to expand into other com- 
inunities about 10 years ago. He 
‘iit a great number of theatres, 
st of them locally financed, 
oughout the British Isles. Odeon 
ter bought out all financial con- 
butors, to the theatre construc- 


ctetir 


deutsch is survived by his widow. 





‘FOXES’ SETS RECORD, 


2326 FOR MEX THEATRE 


Mexico City, Dec. 9. 

‘The Little Foxes’ (RKO) titled 
‘La Loba’ (‘The She Wolf’) in Mexi- 
co, hung up a record gross for the 
theatre of $93,800 (Mex.) (about 
$23,500 U.S.) during its four-week 
run at the Cine Magerit, one of the 
newest frontline local cinemas. 
(About four Mex dollars to the U.S, 
doliar). Top intake was during the 
firs’ week, $38,500 (Mex) at week- 





jae for the next draft contingent,|day prices of $2.50 and Sunday $3 


(Viex). Price was later cut to $2. 
an intimate cinema, seats 
1,600, 

RKO has scheduled a triple-header 
| picture inauguration here on Christ- 
mas Day with openings of ‘Fantasia’ 
at the Cine Iris, ‘Suspicion’ at the 


Cine  - impia, both frontline cine- 
mas d the second-run debut of 
‘Foxes ;t the Cine Orefon. 


2 US. Tunes Among 
Argentine Best Sellers 








Buenos Aires, Dec. 2. 
In Argentina only two of the 10 
best sheetmusic sellers are Yanqui 
tunes, according to the first monthly 
survey just completed by ‘Variety.’ 
Checkup of sales via publishers, 
shops, etc., shows that the 


'U. S. numbers most in demand were 





the 
get, 


film 
best 


Film plugging is 
numbers here can 


tunes. 
boost 


whether local or imported. 


Best Sellers 
‘Cuarteador’ (Arg.). ..Pampa 
‘Desesperadamente’ (Mex.) Edami 


‘Chica Boom’ (U. S.)..Neumann 
‘Met in Rio’ (U. S.)..Neumann 
Tarde Gris’ (Arg.)........ Korn 
“Volveras’ (Mex.).........Edami 
‘Tres Recuerdos’ (Arg.)...Korn 
‘Evocacion’ (Arg.).......Fermata 
‘La Conga’ (Arg.).......Fermata 
ye ee ere Korn 





Boff ‘Billy’ Ban 


Mexico City, Dec. 9. 

Ban slapped by the federal film 
censorship and supervision depart- 
ment on ‘Billy the Kid’ (M-G) sev- 
eral weeks ago because it con- 
sidered the picture has situation ob- 
jectionable to Mexico, has been 
lifted. 

Picture, titled ‘Galante y Audaz’ 
(‘Gallant and Daring’) here is cur- 
rent at the Cine Olimpia. 

The censors gave no explanation 
for lifting the nix. 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


(For information of theatre and fitm exchange bookers ar  igg 
a cemplete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing con 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VARiEty and the running time of prints are included.) : 
Key to Type Abbreviations. M—Meloarama, C—Comedy, cones 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama, RD—Romantic Drama; MU—Musical. 


i ith indi STY’s iew and running time. 
Figures herewith indicate date of VARIETY'S Trev a? 
OC COrTRIGnT. 1940 BY VARIETY INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 




















p ____ 

WEEK OF RELEASE—10/24/41 
Three Girls About Town (Col) 10/22 c 90 J. naa ne 
Buy Me That Town (Par) 7/30 ¢ D 6s L. Nolan-C- np l ie 
Spooks Run Wild (Mono) 11/5 C 62 B. Lugo a = ad 
The Gay Falcon (RKO) 9/17 o 67 a . Ba 
Gauchos of Eldorado (Rep) . St 4 . 
Flying Cadets (U) 10/15 D 60 W, Garenn-5 howe a 
The Masked Rider (U) 10/8 Ww 57 J.M. Brown- 3 _ 
Lydia (U) 8/20 RM 103 M. Oberon-E. } . Oliver 
Moon Over Her Shoulder (20th) 10/22 CD 68 L. Barri-J. Sutton 

















WEEK OF RELEASE—10/31/41 








J. MacDonald-B. Aherne 








Smili M-G 9/17 RD 100 

ens teen (par) , 7/30 RD 75 M. Martin-E. McMurray 
Dumbo (RKO) 10/1 71 (Disney Cartoon) 
Appointment for Love (U) 10/29 CD 88 Mz. Suilavan-C. Boyer 
All American Co-ed (UA) 10/8 M 70 F.Langford-J. Dow ns 
Sundown (UA) 10/15 M 90 G. Tierney-B. Cabot 
One Foot in Heaven (WB) 10/1 D 106 F. March-M, Scott 
ae. > WEEK OF RELEASE—11/7/41 

The Stork Pays Off (Col) 11/12 c 68 M. Rosenbloom-R. Hudson 
Let’s Go Collegiate (Mono) 11/12 Cc Ow F, Darro-M. J mes 
Birth of the Blues (Par) 9/3 MU 80 B. ( rosby-M. Martin 
The Devil Pays Off (Rep) D 69 W. Wright-O. Masson 
Unexpected Uncle (RKO) 8/17 Cc 67 A. Shirley-J. Craig 
Small Town Deb (20th) 10/22 CD 72 J. Withers-J. Darwell 
Swing It Soldier (U) 10/29 M 66 K.Murray-F. Langford 
Target for Tonight (WB) (British) 10/15 qs Documentary 

Ladies in Retirement (Col) 9/10 D 91 4. Lupino-L. Hayward 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/14/41 


“62. W. William-B. Ford 


Secrets of a Lone Wolf (Col) 11/26 M 6 

I Killed a Man (Mono) M 71 R. Cortez 

Suspicion (RKO) 9/24 D 102 CC. Grant-J. Fontaine 
Miss Polly (UA) 11/5 Cc 44 Z, Pitts-S. Summerville 
Sierra Sue (Rep) 11/12 w 64 G.Autry-S, Burnett 
Paris Calling (U) 12/10 D 93 + R. Scott-E. Bergner 
Blues in the Night (WB) 11/5 D 89 P.Lane-B. Field 

Hot Spot (20th) 10/22 CD 88 ~~ #B.Grable-V. Mature 
International Squadron (WB) 8/13 M 85 R. Reagan-O. Bradna 
International Lady (UA) 10/15 D 100 I. Massey-G. Brent 





WEEK OF RELEASE—11/21/41 





The Men in Her Life (Col) 11/5 D 89 L. Young-C. Veidt 
You Belong to Me (Col) 10/29 Cc 93 #£4~3B.Stanwyck-H. Fonda 
Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 10/22 C 97 W. Powell-M. Loy 
Double Trouble (Mono) C 63 H.Langdon 

Skylark (Par) 9/10 Cc $3 = C.Colbert-R. Milland 
Secrets of the Wastelands (Par) 9/24 Ww 66 B. Boyd-B. King 

Look Who’s Laughing (RKO) 9/17 Cc 75 E. Bergen-L. Ball 
Moonlight in Hawaii (U) 10/15 Cc 59 J. Frazee-J. Downs 
Mob Town (U)_ 10/8 D 59 B. Halop-H. Hal 
Quiet Wedding (U) 3/5 CD 5 M.Lockwood-D. Farr 


The Missouri Outlaw (Rep) 
Died With Their Boots On (WB) 


WEEK OF RELEASE—11/28/41 


R. Barry-L. Merrick 


w 
11/19 D 140 E. Flynn-O. De Havilland 





Go West Young Lady (Col) 11/26 _ 





FP. Singieten-C. ford 


“7 


Cc 
Forbidden Trails (Mono) B. Jones-T. McCoy 
Night of January 16 (Par) 9/10 D 80 R. Preston-E. Drew 
Mexican Spitfire’s Baby (RKO) 9/10 C 7 L, Velez-L. Errol 
Marry the Boss’s Daughter (20th) 11/19 C 60 B. Joyce-G. Montgomery 
Keep ’Em Fliying (U) 11/26 C 86 Abbott and Costello 
Twin Beds (UA) Cc G. Brent-J. Bennett 
A Date With Murder (RKO) 11/12 RD 63 G. Sanders-W. Barrie 
Rise and Shine (20th) 11/19 C 92 CL. Darnell-J. Oakie 
Corsican Brothers (UA) M D. Fairbanks, Jr.-R. Warrick 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/5/41 








Sing for Your Supper (Col) 12/3 C 66 B.Rogers-J. Falkenberg 
Borrowed Hero (Mono) Cc A. Baxter-F. Rice 
Among the Living (Par) 9/3 D 67 A. Dekker-S. Hayward 
Swamp Water (20th) 106/22 D WW W. Brennan-W. Huston 
Tuxedo Junction (Ren) 12/3 C 66 L. Weaver-J. Weaver 
The Body Disappears (WB) 12/3 M 72 J.Lynn-J. Wyman 





WEEK OF RELEASE—12/12/41 








Confessions of Boston Blackie (Col) 12/10 M 389 C. Morris—H. Hilliard 
Riot Squad (Mono) M P. Cromwell-R. Quigley 
The Feminine Touch (M-G) 9/17 C 9% R. Russell-D. Ameche 
H. M. Pulham, Esq. (M-G) 11/19 RD 119 H.Lamarr-R. Young 
Weekend for Tiree (RKO) 10/29 C 66 Dz. O’Keefe-J,. Wyati 
Red River Valley (Rep) w R. Rogers-H. Hayes 
Confirm or Deny (20:h) 11/19 RD 73 D. Ameche-J. Bennett 
Wolf Man (U) M L. Chaney, Jr.-C. Rains 
Love on the Dole (UA) 4/30 D 99 OD. Kerr-C. Evans 
Steel Against the Sky (WB) 12/3 M 68 A. Smith 

Mr. D. A. in the Carter Case (Rep) M J. Ellison-V. Gillmore 








WEEK OF RELEASE—12/19/41 


Riders of the Badlands (Col) 








i w C. Barrett-R. Hayden 
West of Cimarron (Rep) w B. Steel-T. Tyler 
Shadow of the Thin Man (M-G) 10/22 CD 97 W. Powell-M. Loy 

The Perfect Snob (20th) 11/12 C 63 C.Ruggles-C. Greenwood 
Road Agent (U) 12/10 D 69 Dz. Foran-L. Carrillo 
Melody Lane (U) MU R. Page-A. Gwynne 








WEEK OF RELEASE—12/26/41 








Bed Time Story (Col) 12/10 C 83 L. Young-F. March 
Here Come the Marines (Mono) A W. Ford-T. Wing 


Louisiana Purchase (Par) 11/26 CD 9% B.Hope-V. Zorina 
Arizona Terror (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Playmates (RKO) 11/26 MU 95 K.Kyser-J. Barrymore 
Remember the Day (20th) D C. Colbert-J. Payne 
Hellzapoppin (U) MU Olsen and Johnson 
now a “~~ = (Reissue) cD C. Chaplin 

udes Are Pretty People (UA , / } - : 
You’re in the Army Now (WE) 12/3 c 79 iC 


J. Durante 
WEEK OF RELEASE—1/2/42 
Lone Star Vigilante (Col) ' 


) Ww B. Elliott-T, Ritter _ 

Freckles Comes Home (Mono) Cc J. Saabs dean 

tg Get Personal (U) : H. Herbert-A. Gwynn 
win Beds (UA) Cc G. Brent-J. Bennett 











TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 





Two-Faced Woman (M-G 10/22 t 
The Prime Minister WE) 9/17 ap Me houmesn "veer d 
Riding the Wind (RKO) 9/10 W 64 T.Holt-M. Douglas 
How Green Was My Valiey (20th) 10/29 D 120. OW. Pidgeon-M ‘O’Har 
Design for Scandal (M-G) 11/12 CD 82 R. Russell-W. Pid mong 
Kathleen (M-G) 11/12 D 88 §, Temple-H. Marshall 
Four Jacks and a Jill (RKO) 11/12 C 67 R. Bolger-A. Shirle 
Tarzan’s Secret Treasure oo ee i fe. oe ao ae Weissmuller-M os li 
Cadet Girl (20th) 11/12 RD 69 CC. Landis-G emtuaater ‘oa 
Dr. Kildare’s Victory (M-G) 12/3 D 9 UL. Ayers-L Barrymor . 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 > Wl PF. Morgan-K Gtaynen 
— - Broadway (M-G) 12/3 M 121 M. Rooney-J. Garland 
mes Bh a _* 3 > 1 Gary Cooper-B. Stanwyck 
7 ; . Gar -J. Cly 
gihgaa Sears GER) Bg HOM Bogard Vede 
Mr. Big Goes to Town (Par) 12/10 a ia” — 
or be 9h M 76 R. Preston-M. O'Driscoll 
’ r -G / M if , . 
Na Hands on the Clock (Par) 12/1 M 76 c. ber ee a 
Banama Passage (Par) 12/10 D 82 M. Carroll-S iene 


As Ky. Tobacco Crop 
Goes So Goes Pix B.0., 


Louisville, Dec. 9. 


major factors, increased cigaret con- 
sumption, Kentucky leaf is ideally 
suited for cigarets and smoking to- 
bacco, and short crops this year in 
other burley-producing areas made it 
necessary for manufacturers to begin 
bidding briskly against each other 
for Kentucky Leaf. 

Film houses of the state are sure to 
profit handsomely from the high 
prices being paid for burley, as this 
is the chief money crop of the state 
farmers. When they have plenty of 
money in their jeans from the weed 
sales, farmers hot foot it to the small 
towns, where they are liberal in 


coin is also reflected in the biz going 
to pic houses in the larger towns, 
Louisville, Lexington, Frankfort, 
etc. 


HINT FURTHER FILM 
LEGISLATION IN NEB. 


Lincoln, Dec. 9. 

Hints are flying around the legal 
corridor of the state house here that 
Atty. Gen. Walter Johnson isn’t go- 
ing to be through tangling with the 
majors—via their exchanges—in the 
district court in Omaha. He’s suing 
them in the interests of Ralph Blank 
and Walt Green, exhibs who are 
asking price parity and playing time 
equal to Ralph Goldberg and his 
subsequent-run string in Omaha. 

Whatever the outcome of the 
court action in Omaha, where John- 
son is going to the bar to prove 
there’s restraint of trade, and im- 
proper collusion between the ex- 
changes and Goldberg, at the ex- 
pense of Blank, Green, and Sam Ep- 
stein’s circuit, it is expected he’ll 
sponsor legislation to do things about 
it when the next session gets away 
in January, 1943. 











Scribes Assigned To 
LeBaron’s Pix at 20t 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
William LeBaron assigned three 
writers to script two forthcoming 
pictures on his 20th-Fox production 
program, Frederick Hazlitt Brennan 
is working solo on ‘Greenwich Vil- 
lage’ and Jacques Thery and Walter 


In addition, Robert Riley Crutcher, 
scrivening ‘Right to the Heart, 
Frederick Jackson on ‘Quota 


is 


‘Iceland,’ all on tSe LeBaron slate. 


| Mrs. Karsch’s ‘Some Run’ 
Probably to Be Appealed | 


St. Louis, Dec. 9. 

Film row expects counsel for the 
Big Five distributors to appeal from 
a recent decision of Arbitrator John 
J. Nangle who ordered the distribs 
to offer some run to Mrs. Mildred 
Karsch, an indie owner-operator of 
the Ritz, Rolla, Mo., 95 miles from 
here. The distributors were directed 
to make their offer in a manner that 
would not defeat the purpose of Sec- 
tion 6 of the Consent Decree. They 
also were ordered to pay the costs 
of the litigation. 

Mrs. Karsch charged she had in- 
vested $60,000 in her new house on 
the promise of the distributors that 
she would have ample screen fodder 
but when the time came for booking 
pics she was offered flickers older 
than those shown at a rival house, 
the Rolla-Mo., operated by the Gas- 
conade Amus. Co. 

Arbitrator Nangle commented on 
the contradictory testimony pre- 
sented and retractions by witnesses 
and said he had to take into consid- 
eration the credibility of some of 
those who testified. Nangle also 
brought out that Mrs. Karsch had re- 
fused an offer from the rival or- 
ganization which dropped confabs 
when they discovered she was asking 
for a price that would have netted 
her a $25,000 profit. Nangle said also 
that the representative of the Big 
Five had made vague, and non-com- 
mital statements to Mrs. Karsch and 
their proposals were such as to de- 
feat the purpose of Clause 6 of the 





Consent Decree. 


Right Now Very OK) 


patronizing pix, and this influx of} 


Bullock are collaborating on ‘Spring- | 
-time in the Rockies.’ 


Girl,’ | 
and Helen Logan and Robert Ellis on | 














picture, coin-maker program in two 
spots of Los Angeles. 

Picketing resorted to by the L. of 
D. in Cincinnati is reported a boom- 


Burley tobacco, Kentucky’s ‘Brown | ov ang, with the picture pacing the 
Gold,’ is being sold at a higher than | city with a lofty figure, much above 
average price on markets throughout | Garbo’s previous vehicle. 


'the Commonwealth because of three| 





'Milwaukee’s Large Cuts 


| On Garbo Pic Dents B.O. 


Milwaukee, Dec. 9. 
Theatre execs figured that the 

publicity given Garbo's ‘Two Faced 

| Woman’ (MG) would boom trade, 





even though the local Motion Pic- | 


ture Commission ordered cuts to the 
extent of about 500 feet of film, 
but it just didn’t work out that way 
and the first run of the picture at 
the Fox Wisconsin theatre was a 
disappointment, doing barely 
“average business. 

Part of the flop was blamed upon 
the widely publicized statement in 
the newspapers of Mayor Carl F. 








‘Time’s’ Logic 

There were elevated evebrows 
in both the film and publishing 
industries last week at Time 
mag’s freshness in suggesting a 
reason for the Catholic beef 
against Metro’s ‘Two-Faced Wo- 
man.’ Said the Luce sheet about 
the Garbo pic: 

‘One guess why ‘“Two-Faced 
Woman’ has been singled out for 
condemnation: next week Catho- 
lics will be asked to take their 
annual pledge ‘to abstain from 
witnessing indecent motion pic- 
tures and promising to do every- 
thing possible to strengthen pub- 
lic opinion against the showing 
of immoral films.’ Right now a 
rousing condemnation of a sure- 
to-be-talked-about Garbo film 
will fix that much rnore attention 
on the Legion of Decency pledge.’ 











| Zeidler, who had ordered the pre- 
\view, then told the » Milwaukee 
'County Better Films council at the 
|Medford hotel of the deletions that 
had been made. 

Taking advantage of the widely 
heralded cuts in the Garbo film, the 
|Riverside slipped a line reading 
i‘Nothing Deleted’ into its ‘Citizen 
Kane’ advertising and chalked up a 
great week, grossing an estimated 
| $16,000, with this picture getting its 
| first local run on the screen and 
|}only Will Bradley's orchestra on the 
| stage, 


i 





Tepid in Omaha 

Omaha, Dec. 9. 
Omaha’s welfare board, 
yarns about’ Garbo’s ‘Two Faced 
| Woman,’ sat in on a speciai showing 
|of the film After mulling around 
for an hour or so, they decided only 

one elision would be necessary. 


| Cancel Garbo at Last 
| Minute in St. Louis 


St. Louis, Dec. 9 

| Storm of protest by the Catholic 
| clergy in this burg last week forced 
cancellation of a skedded showing 
of “Two-Faced Woman’ at Loew’s, 
downtown deluxer, Thursday (4), 
and while the management promised 
that the flicker would be screened 
about Xmas time, film row observers 
don’t think natives will see it. De- 
cision to pull the Garbo pic was 
made late Wednesday (3) after news 
|of a sneak preview of the contro- 
| versial flicker was staged for 
prosecuting attorney of the burg, the 
| prez of the Greater St. Louis Better 


h 





an | 


| M-G Revamping Garbo Pic 
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| dark greatér part of last 





—_——— 





cancelled by Vincent McFaul, man- 
ager of Shea-Par local chain. The 
cancellation brought a storm of pro- 
test from non-Catholics objecting to 
the Legion of Decency screen-cen- 
soring and readiness of the Shea 
management to comply. 





Chi’s Mayor Kelly Indifferent 
Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Church squawk at ‘“Two-Faced 
Woman’ (M-G) reached Chicago last 
week though the picture had been 
running for several days to fine 
business in the United Artists. 

Mayor Edward J. Kelly was pre- 
vailed upon to view the flicker, and 
the Mayor did so though the picture 
had already been okayed and passed 
by the local censor board with just 
two minor deletions. 

After viewing the picture, Mayor 
Kelly still took no action, however, 
and City Hall mereiy reported that 
the situation is under advisement. 

Daily O.K.’s Garbo Ban 
Bridgeport, Conn., Dec. 9. 

‘Two-Faced’ doing good biz at 
Loew-Poli. Film also had _. brisk 
weeks at chain’s houses in Hartford 
and Waterbury. 

Bridgeport Herald review of Gar- 
bo picture said: ‘Opposed as we are 
to censorship, we side with the Le- 
gion of Decency in thumbing down 
‘Two-Faced Woman.’ 

‘The Legion’s blast may have the 
unfortunate immediate effect of 
luring the morbid minded, but we 
predict with satisfaction that the 
condemning of “‘Two-Faced Woman’ 
will put a stop to Hollywood's latest 
sex spree.’ 








Radio Plug Gets Beefs 
Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 

Norman Jay, who conducts a chat- 
ter column on KYW, caused a whirl- 
wind of protests when he praised 
*‘Two-Faced Women’ and rec- 
ommended that his listeners see it. 
Coming on the heels of the blast 
by New York’s Archbishop Spell- 
man, the statement was the object 
of a barrage of letters and wires, 

most of them from Catholics. 





Publicity Helped 
Akron, O., Dec. 9. 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ did excellent 
business at Loew’s here, manager 
Frank Henson said. He credited it 
to the wide publicity given the 
clerical criticism of the picture. 


JINX MINN. THEATRE 
REALLY MESSED UP 


Minneapolis, Dec, 9. 

With more than $60,000 taxes for 
1939 and 1940 in arrears, $2,000,000 
4,100-seat Minnesota theatre, now in 
voluntary bankruptcy, is threatened 
with seizure by the state under the 
tax forfeiture law. House has been 
five years 
and receivers appointed by federal 
court have been unable to find a 
tenant. Several independent attempts 
to operate it with vaudfilm policy re- 
sulted in losses. 
In connection with the tax matter 
perplexing problem has arisen. 





a 


| Andrus estate, which owns a 1006-foot 


the | 


section of the theatre property, wants 
to pay its share of the taxes in order 
to avoid seizure, but can’t ascertain 
the amount which it owes. So it is 
starting mandamus proceedings in 
district court to require the county 
auditor to make an apportionment 
of the taxes, 

There are three other separately 
owned parcels of the theatre prop- 


| erty in addition to the one owned by 


| Films Council, the Chief Probation | 


| Officer of the Juvenile Court and a 
| few other civic biggies. 
| ‘Design for Scandal’ 
| tuted for Garbo. 


was substi- 





Garbo’s A. C. Encore 
Atlantic City, Dec. 9. 

Garbo’s “‘Two-Faced Woman,’ which 
opened at Apollo, Boardwalk house, 
two weeks ago and played to fair 
audiences, returned to Embassy on 
main avenue Thursday (4) and is 
playing to capacity house. Latter 
theatre is largest in town. 


Non-Catholics Resent 
Blackout on Garbo Pic 


Buffalo, Dec. 9. 
Following banning for Catholics of 
‘Two-Faced Woman’ by Bishop Duffy 
of the Western New York Diocese, 
booking of the film advertised to 
open at the Lakes Friday (5) was 











the Andrus estate. The estate also 
would like to know what will hap- 
pen if it keeps up the taxes on a 
portion of the building and the state 
takes over the parts on which there’s 
a delinquency. 

The Minnesota was formerly a 
Publix house and later was operated 
by the Minnesota Amus. Co. (Para- 
mount circuit). A stiff ‘nut’ was the 
stumbiing block which caused the 
chain to relinquish the theatre. 





No Place to Race 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Traffic jam on the RKO-Pathe lot 
caused Jerry Brandt to postpone the 
start of ‘Scattergood at the Races’ 
to Jan. 6. Delay permits Guy Kib- 
bee, title-roler, to accept a job at 
Metro, 

Three films, ‘The Magniffeent Am- 
bersons,’ ‘The Tuttles of Tahiti’ and 
‘This Changing World,’ are filling all 
the stage space in the Culver City 


) studio, 
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Nov. Quality of Shorts the Poorest 
So Far This Season; Few Outstander 


By MIKE WEAR 


Despite strides made by distributo 
shorts and bigger breaks accorded t 


failed to come through in November. 


rs in securing added theatre dates for 
yriefies by more exhibitors, producers 
It was the sorriest showing by the 


production end this 1941-42 season. Like a gridiron eleven on an off-Satur- 
day, past month was distinctiy below par on the production line. 


The really outstanding one and tu 


10-reel subjects were head-and-shoul- 


ders above the pack, with innumerable also—rans so weak they hardly de- 


serve mention in the November resu 
this month, consequently. 
The best in November: 


COLUMBIA 


‘Pole Champions’ ‘World of Sports: 
10 mins.).—Compact story of polo 
with stress on how ponies are trained 
for title matches. Bill Stern’s narra- 


tion is aces while cameraing is top- | 


fiight. Worthy of any program. 

‘Fox and the Grapes’ (Color Rhap- 
sody; 8 mins.).—-Animation and slick 
voices put this story across. Depicts 
fox knocking himself out trying to 
grab a bunch of grapes placed on a 
high tree limb by a crow. 

‘Holt ef the Secret Service’ (First 
chapter in 15-chapter series, starring 
Jack Holt: featuring Evelyn Brent; 
Larry Darmour production; 24 mins. }. 
—G-man story promises to prove 


that serials have grown up to point, 


where they satisfy more than juv- 
enile patronage. Initial chapter hints 
a typical gangster meller with men 
of Secret Service pitted against band 
of counterfeiters, together ~ with 
minimum of implausible angeles. 
Larry Darmour, who has clicked in 
meking many previous serials, has 
not overlooked the good old-fash- 
joned chase so familiar in older serial 
stories. Presence of Jack Holt in| 
title role gives exhibs a strong name 
to bill He’s in fine fettle in opening | 
chapter. with Evelyn Brent staging | 
a comeback as another secret service | 
operative assigned to same case. 


METRO | 


| 

‘Changed Identity’ (Miniature di-_ 
rected by R. Rowland; 10 mins. ).— 
Outstanding dramatic short of month. 
Proves what can be accomplished in 
one reel. Film might well have gone 
another reel without slowing pace. 
Study in charaecter—of an absconding 
Britisher taking train for Borbay 
to fiee India and return to civilization 
Runs into his twin brother, who also 
appears in a jam, and accidentally 
slays him in a quarrel. To cover up, 
he changes clothes and assumes dead 
brother’s identity. Payoff comes 
when he discovers the brother was 
also fleeing—to escape murder charge. 

‘Come Back, Miss Pipps’ ‘(Our Gang 
comedy; 11 mins.).—Intelligent use 
of adult players with strong cast 
halts aimless meanderings of Our} 
Gong kid series. One of most enter- 
taining for this series in months. 
Favorite schoolteacher is saved from 
losing her job because of harsh su- 
perintendent’s edict through inter- 
vention of school kiddies. Superb 
cast, neat scripting and direction 
make this click. 

‘Fancy Answers’ (Pete Smith Spe- 
cialty, 9 mins.)—Not in usual Pete} 
Smith pattern but original enough to | 


i 


make grade. Questions asked audi-| 
ence, with giant clock ticking out 
seconds permitted for replies. Inter- | 
rogations often too tough but an- 
swers register nicely — because 
gagged. 

‘Flying Bear’ (Metro color cartoon; 
9 mins.).—This is in old season's | 
lineup but just coming out, and 
worthy of a spot on the new sked. 
Misadventures of bear aviator packed 


with chuckles and action. Unusual | 
recording of sound and trim color | 


jcb make this rate high. 

‘Viva Mexico’ (Miniature: 9 mins.). 
—Nicely gaited travel picture cover- 
ine colorful spots in Mexico, with 
tinting an aid in reproducing orig- | 
inally photographed subjects. Neat 


Pen-Americanism plug. Narration 
mild. 

PARAMOUNT 
‘Popular Science’ (11 mins.).— 


Bunch cf vivid 


ubjects wrapped up 


in one reel, with Penn Highway in 
F -nnsylvania an eye-opener and use 
©“ parachutists in fighting forest fires 
] U. S. Forest Service equally in- 
triguing. In addition Prof. Oakes. 
goofy inventor, really is funny with 
his gadget for winding clock and put- 
ting cat out in one operation. Kitchen 
labor-saving devices okay for femme 

-trons. 

‘Copacabana Revue’ (Headliners 
se-ies; 10 mins.)—Highlights from 


chi-chi New York night club show. 
with Juanita Juarez looming as a 
screen bet as she dominates this slick 
band short. Another example of Pro- 
evcer Les Roush’s deft handling 
whereby familiar entertainers and 
band musi¢ are framed for best re- 
sults. 
hop up while Don 
Earrat, ballroom team, and Los Her- 
manos Williams, two male acrobats, 
are neatly socko. Six Samba sirens 


are in for decorative effect. La 
Juarez, singing ‘Aurora.’ is really 
smash as the main balladist. This is 


en exhibitor’s dream short. 

‘The Mighty Navy’ (Popeye cartoon 
comedy; 7 mins.)—Popeye character 
back doing his feats of strength as a 


me. Lesser weak shorts are not listed 





| 
'raw recruit in navy. Exaggerated 
| but jammed with feat stuff, climax 

being when Popeye is honored after 

proving his ability in real battle. 
|Tied in with fact that Popeye in- 
| signia now is used by numerous navy 
| bomber squadrons. Highly ingenious. 
‘Quick Returns’ (Grandland Rice 
Sportlight; 10 mins.).—Glorifying 
badminton and table tennis with 
|champs performing. Slick photog- 
‘raphy overcomes trite sports topic. 
| Seems strange that this should be a 
‘sports item when just now football 
| and basketball are in popular appeal. 


| RKO 
‘Main Street, U. S. A.’ (March of 


presentation in color, 
Massine, Milada Mila- 
dova. Frederic Franklin, Nathalie 
| Krassovska; 20 mins.). This is first 
iof two magnificent Ballet Russe 
shorts Warners really leaned over- 
board in making. Costly production 
backgrounds and music make this 
|}superb, the famed ‘Rarcarolle’ from 
‘Tales of Hoffman’ reunding out a 
|superb score. Toe dancing and ec- 
centric stepping of the accomplished 
Monte Carlo group tell virtually a 
complete story of Paris cafe society 
in 1860. Can-can dane ‘s are in at 
the close for an eye-filling picture. 
Artistic triumph of special interest 
to dance lovers, art and music stu- 
| dents. Producers obviously have 


Monte Carlo 
with Leonide 





{ wT P 
more of Foran’s vocalizing in future 


pictures 

In addition to Carrillo and Devine 
in familiar portrayals, support in- 
cludes Anne Gwynne, Samuel S. 
Hinds, Anne Nagel, Morris Ankrum 
and Richard Davies. Latter shows a 
spark for buildup as a juvenile lead. 

Walt. 


Confessions of Boston 


Blackie 


Columbia release of William Berke pre- 


duction. Features Chester Morris, Richard 
Lane Harriet Hilliard, George EF. Stone. 
| Directed 2 Extward Dmytryk. Stery and 


sunk plenty into this briefie, but it | 


will have to be sold on an elaborate 
scale by any exhibitor because of 
admittedly 
of the ballet. Will dress up any 
single feature show, particularly 
with a heavy full-length film. 


| Monte Carlo presentation in color, 
| with Leonide Massine, Tamara Tou- 
;}manova, Alexandra Danilova, Fred- 
eric Franklin, Nathalie Krassovska, 
Andre Eglevsky: music by IPimsky- 
Korsakoff; 19 mins.). This is a dance 
| festival in which Tamara Toumanova 
land Leonide Massine achieve top 
laurels. Massine and Areentinita 
supplied the choreography which is 
outstanding. Sets, color photog- 
raphy and music by Rims!y-Korsa- 
|koff are strictly of feature film 


limited audience appeal | 


| ‘Spanish Fiesta’ ‘Ballet Fusse de | 


screenplay by 
acter created by Jack Bovle: camera 
Tennura: editer, Gene Milford. Reviewed 


at Riaho. N. Y., Dee. 6 ‘42. Rurning 
time. 6@ MINS, wy 
BO ee Chester Morris 
eae Parte... .<ccccoats Harriet llillard 
Inspecto, Furraday.....+.. Richard Lane 
Tike . Raetet.. .occcccvccceces ds George F. Stone 


Arthur Manleder.........-- Lioyd Corrigan 


Pee te Joan Wo «bury 
| Detective Mathews........... Walter Sande 
Buchanan. ........s0-...-..- Ralph Theodore 
Cowmbeee. ..~c ccccececess Kenneth MacDonald 
Eric Allisen...... eteeecees Walter Soderling 
Bae Cee. DERM. ov 6000 cs Ses Billy Benedict 


t 


This is a compact, deftly paced 
murder meller, embellished with 
light comedy touches, which fulfills 
its purpose adequately on the lower 
end af dual bills for which it is os- 
tensibly geared. It’s an obvious yarn, 
the criminal being known from the 
first, but handled with minimum 


Paul Yawitz, based on char- | 
Philip | 
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"Chi Unity Meeting 








mm, continued from page =| 


| ing provisions which are binding on 
them. 
Taxes, Defense Plans, Ete. 
| Matters of the decree are only 
| some of the topics for. discussion, 
| Need of higher taxes by the jedera] 
|} and state governments creates a sit- 
| uetion demanding unity of action on 
|} the part of indusiry factors. It js 
| promised that from this meeting wil] 
spring a joint defense committee 
| against any proposed oppressive ley- 
islation, while at the same time the 
| industry recognizes its obligations to 
contribute to the limit of its ability. 
Meeting opened today (Tues) 
with Jack Kirsch, of Chicago, acting 
as chairman. He is a member of the 
Allied States Unity Committee 
which fostered the conference idea. 
In the Allied delegation are Abram 
| F. Myers, counsel and genera! man- 
, ager; H. A. Cole, president; Sidney 
, Samuelson of New Jersey; Roy Har- 
| rold, of Ind.; Martin Smith, of Ohio; 
| Fred Strom, of Minneapolis: Ben 
| Berger and Ray Branch. 
| Other exhibitor leaders who are 


| 


| present are Max A. Cohen, of New 





Time, 17 mins.).—M. of T. producers | calibre, as, of course, is the work of 


| into trouble with the native workers 


| come 


Pancho and his band really | 
Loper-Maxine | 


i}have built this on the thesis that war 
lhas come to Main Street in this 
ieountry. After showing how the na- 
}tion has met the crisis or lagged, it 
i|swerves into a mythical cenception 
lof what the U. S. would be like un- 
'der Hitler, basing its facts on what 
|the Nazi leader has done in other 
countries he’s conquered. Doesn't 
| pull its punches with an execution 
i scene that’s gruesome at end. Looks 
llike some of stuff was lifted from 
| ‘Ramparts We Watch,’ the feature 
M. of Time made. 


WARNER BROS. 


‘Carieca Serenaders’ (Melody Mas- | 
ter Band short; 10 mins. ).Humberto | 
Herrera band and Latin-American | 
entertainers make this a passably 
good short despite Haysian cutting | 
to eliminate much of the swaving 
dancers. Mayta Palerma and Theo- | 
dore Rand tops in torrid stepping, | 
while Dinora Rego is forte with her | 
vocals. 

“Gay Parisian’ 





(Ballet Russe de! 


the Monte Carlo troupe. Routines 
include the fiery buleria, the fren- 
zied jota and other typical gypsy 
dances. Sheer beauty of these color- 
ful ballet artists plus the familiar 
Gypsy-Espagnol basis plot make this 
short one that can be sold if prop- 
erly handled. It is a sure bet to 
beost any exhibitor’s prestise. Also 
the music angle should be made an 
important selling point. (Both shorts 
directed by Jean Nerv'esco.) 


20TH-FOX 


‘Sagebrush and Silver’ ‘Magic Car- 
pet series: 10 mins.). Travel short 
that’s away from usual because of 
exceptional photography, plus some 
tinting, and Lowell Thomas’ deft 
running comment. Contrasts waste- 


jlands with beauty and more pros- 


perous type of country in Nevada, 
with lively shots of several key cities. 


UNIVERSAL 


(No shorts reviewed in November) 

















Film Reviews 








BAHAMA PASSAGE | 


island youth. From there on it’s up| 
to her to break his resistance to her | 
romantic pitches, while Carroll gets 


to precipitate an uninteresting walk- 
out. 

Miss Carroll does her best to over- 
the weak tale, but finds the 


task impossible. Hayden, in his self- 





| editor 


and Harold Adamson Previewed in studio 
No Hands on the Clock projection room, Dee. 4, ‘41, -Running time, | 
69 VINS. 
Hollywood, Dec. 6. | Duke... - +... cess eceeereeeenes Dick Foras 
: back PORORR. ccc cccrscccceceeticns .Leo- Carrille 
Paramount release of William H. Pine-/| andv................cccccucce Andy Devine 
William C, Thomas production. Stars Ches- | patricia.................... Anne Gwynne 
ter Morris, Jean Parker. Directed by Frank | 7 eay Be cen ee te ake S mel S. Hinds | 
Me Don. td Sereenplay by Maxwell Shane. ihe ee i at 7 Ric andl Davies 
from novel bv Geoffrey Homes camera oS a peiietaipalate a oti, rape Nese | 
Fred Jackman. Jr editor, Willam Ziegler > Bes ee ee - 
= tiny es . rere or Morris Ankrum 
Tradeshown im L. A. Dee. 5, “41. Running Steve lohkn Gallaudet 
eo +6 MINS. - : ; i EE EE rr i Reed Hadley 
; - ent Campdeol.........Chester Morris | pewis. ........cccccccscccecs Fldv Adame 
GEN 09 a4 eed demennbadeeane Jean Parker : 
re esees ‘ ‘Ernie Adams 
Me . West Serre r eer eee re Rese Hobart | Jake and Luke..............? Lew Kelby 
De SORONO, > vubtiadbieketaaes Diek Purcell 
kee As ad Allwyn ins - 
Yom Reed ianweueszer e Rod er . 
Onens Wheek “a G. ee Wott. ‘Road Agent’ is a typical western 
Warren Benedict...... ‘plone. Seba in familiar tempo and setup. with 
Rose Madden........ E Seward | Dick Foran, Leo Carrillo, and Andy 
Chief Bates Robs iWiddlemas : . : 
| aes _ cane I - ! — . Devine combining their heroics in 
, oe) ee a at nt ers . . 
=> “ict cat Stem iegiaal “pewull Ral cleaning up a frontier town overrun 
WOE oe George Lewis | With an outlaw gang Despite the 
Officer Gimble A ES Raiph Sanford | familiar story trail, picture swings 
<aitinahla along at a fast pace and will satisfy 
When private detectiv 4, | #cthon-inclined audiences as support 
hen ive etective heste . 
Morris P ‘ Ch rin the subsequent houses. 
Morris marries and hies to Reno for 


a honeymoon, he steps right into a 
mysterious kidnapping, brushes with 
a notorious gang, and involvement 
in a couple of murders before he un- 
ravels the perplexities of the case. | 
Picture, scale@ on moderate budget 
proportions, is a well-sustained who- 
dunit that will satisfy in dual sup- 
port. 

Morris, as the quick - thinking 
sleuth, tracks down every clue in 
| professional fashioa, with substantial 
aid from bride Jean Parker. In 
Reno, the dick is assigned to unravel 
the disappearance of a rich rancher’s 
| son. 
|volved with the midwest gang, 
rounds up the numerous eye-drop- 
ping suspects that might have been 
| involved in the murders — and then 
‘dialogs his solution in the final 


roundup in typical Sherlock Holmes | 


Continued from page 5 


| getting 


On the trail, he becomes in- | 








style. There are several loose ends 
lving around at the finish. which 
audiences will probably overlook— 


| ineluding the final status of the kid- 


nap victim. 

Story is geared for speedy action, 
lift from good direction by 
Frank McDonald. Byplay 
the newlyweds provides light con- 
trast to the melodramatic episodes. 
Chester Morris and Jean 
team neatly for the top svots, with 


announced film fadeout, looks good | good support through the entire 

as the strapping islander, but dis- | cast list. Walt. 

plays amateurishness in acting and een 

delivery of lines. Miss Robson. Car- 

| roll, Cecil Kellaway and Leigh Whip- ROAD AGENT 

per are good in supporting spots. 

Color photography in and around | (WITH SONGS) 

tropical island is excellent through- Universal release of Ben Pivar production. 

out, but even this factor fails to over- | Stars Dick Foran. Leo Carrillo. Andy De- 

come the uneventful and ha ea nlot. play bv ‘Seen nm Prem ag vor Somes rence ie + erat 
Walt. | rice Toembragel; original by Sherman Loew 

and Arthur St. Claire; camers. Jerome Ash: 


Frank Gross: sone, Jimmy MeHuch 


Introduction of Foran and his two 
associates into the western cowtown 
finds the trio jailed for murder. An 
alibi has them released for Foran 
to take the job of sheriff, with Carrillo 
and Devine as deputies. Script then 
rolls through the usual action until 
the gang is cleaned out and Foran is 
disclosed as a Wells Fargo special 
agent. 

Formula plot in both original and 
script credits five writers. 


combo must have been engaged prin- | 


| cipally for their good memories. 
| Despite the familiar situations, direc- 
_tor Charles Lamont accentuates on 
| the speed of unreeling, with plenty 
,of gun-popping and read-riding. 
|Foran, in addition to adequately 
| handling the lead assignment, sings 
two songs—‘Cielito Lindo’ and an 
Original tune by Jimmy 
| McHugh Hareld Adamson, 
Universal could use 


cow boy 
( and 
‘Ridin’ Home.’ 


between | 


Parker | 


The | 


| waste of footage. With Chester Mor- | York; and the executive committee 
jris in the title role it*represents the! members of Motion Picture Theatre 
|type of celluloid thriller which finds, Owners of America, heretofore in 
inne audience in subsequent situ-/ nearly all trade matters an organi- 
ations : : . ar 
~ pe ‘ a | zation which worked in opposition 
Just where the ‘confessions’ come! +, ajlied. Latter group includes Ed 


in is never made clear but it’s doubt- . ' 
ful if following for this sort-of pie} Kuykendall, Morris Lowenstein, Ok- 
lahoma City; H. V. Harvey, San 


will give that a second thought. Most 

important in this latest in the series} Francisco; O. C. Lam, Rome, Ga.; 
lis that story is seldom permitted to; Arthur Lockwood, Boston; Lewen 
become static. Director keeps char-) Pjzor, Philadelphia; and Fred Weh- 
acters moving virtually all the time, | renberg, St. Louis. 

< b Mec they seem to Me ay All the national distributing com- 
ss irections at once there's still| nies are represented with the ex- 


plenty action. - : F : 
Yarn revolves about a huge. valu- ception of United Artists and Uni- 
versal. These two refrained from 


able sculpture of Augustus Caesar. 
Narriet Hilliard, who seeks to sel! the | the meeting on account of pending 
Statue to raise funds to send tuber-/ anti-trust suits. It is certain, how- 
cular kid brother into proper sur-|ever, that they will subscribe to 
roundings, detects a cheap imitation; such patriotic resolutions as are 
| being peddled at the auction and ex- | passed 
'poses the fraud. Boston Blackie, a Dearutives a 
reformed jewel thief. shoots at the Sche ‘k Ww is . on 
criminal and is himself picked up by | >* a. illiam =F. : 
Inspector Farraday and accused of H. M. Richey, of Loew’s; Barney 
he crime. Meantime, another mem-| Balaban, Austin C. Keough and 
ber of the art racket is bumped off | Claude Lee, of Paramount: Joseph 
= Blackie is suspected of this| Bernhard and Ben ~“Kalmenson. 
illing. — | Warners; Felix E. Jenkins and To 
Blackie’s continual brushes with) ¢, ” 9 td aa then 
; ; Connors, of 20th-Fox; Abe Montague 
the law, his easy escapes from the | a Jack C . n 
'hoosegow and friendly feuding with | 2" ~8°! Cohn, of Columbia; James 
| the inspector while solving the crime | mE viagra Republic; O. Henry 
provide effective comedy touches.| Brises, Producers Releasing Corp., 
Chester Morris is excellent in the| 4nd Steve Broidy, Monogram. Mau- 
lead, with George E. Stone filling the | rice Bergman represents Associated 
bill nicely as his comic sidekick. Miss! Motion Picture Advertisers. Inc. 
Hilliard fails to impress as the Mor- 
ris romance. Mori. 
| 


REG’LAR FELLERs | Selznick West | 


amu ON nued from page 7——— 








Nicholas M. 
Rodgers and 











PRC release of Arthur Dreifuss produe- 
tion Directed by Dreifuss, Features Sarah : 
Padden and Roscoe Ates. Sereenplay, Ar- | Daniel O'Shea, exec vy p.. and E. L 
hur oer ¢ ent ¥# fuses ~ ns 
story. Heer, based om cartoon strip be Gene | S@nlon, treasurer. Also expected is 
Byrnes: camera. Mack Stencler: editer, Car) | Laudy Lawrence, member of the UA 
| Peirson At New York theatre "4 governing board. 
Nev. 26, "41; dual. Running time, 60 INS, ete ene 
Boeeratys Mire yg Hepes moans os . eaden Sears will announce completion of 
Emory MeQuade.....cccccess Koseoe Ates| 10 pictures for the current program 
_ — Se viecck'cans bas Pg Hn ‘yo; with additional product by Harold 
(Mficee Flynn mae haar ae lack C Smith Hurley, who recently joined the pro- 
Mre. Duran Marguerite ce 1} Motte ducing fold. 
Mr. Dugan, Sr..... Pat ©' Malle > . , 
Molly Dugan......... Amna Ruth Hughes During discussions Chaplin will be 
Ferrel... SEES Tee D n Peewell |asked to deliver two pictures on the 
MEE ca Hancebeateeceeeeeosesses ew aa a >a) : *¢ 
ert enemas ersten eres + ~ sae new program, Pickford at least one, 
Radio Ammouncer..........Herburt Vigran | With Selznick and Korda to do three. 
*inhead.... rer . till ee } y ic ox ~ + 
aioe): Sinhinnh Gari ‘Alfail ey 4 “~~ Hurley is expected to turn out three: 
, ee as ari a ' wZer xa, aw ‘ 
Jimmie Degan........ Buddy Boles | five are scheduled from Edward 
Aggie Reilly........... ..Janey Dempsey | Small, and two from Loew-Lewin. 
Skeeter Se O04 Od we cEtadreobes bert W ilse ‘ an . 
eaen 4" > -oSpbeshs * ane f bre Hal Roach will also contribute his 
il MNOROON ics is coawoe Danna Catlehan allotment, while from 10 to 12 films 
Hazel Borry........cccese: Diana Ware | Will be delivered by UA-financed 
Warren Hainilton............eonard Grassi outfits 
Baby Carter. ... Sharon Lynne — 


| Billy Lee's band with Meglin Glee Club During the session choice wil] be 
made of new producers from three 
or four eager to join UA. Top UA 
execs here Monday looked at two 


| This is a mild comedy of two-reel 
|calibre, but it has been stretched into 
| feature-length proportions of nega- 


tive audience values. Built along | /!ms and conferred informally with 
the lines of Innocuous moppet two- Chaplin and Korda. Pictures shown 
“eEeler ~ } . 5 } : ‘ " 

reelers for the most part, introduc- | were ‘Jungle Book’ and ‘Shanghai 


tion of adult plot complications fails | Gesture.’ Chaplin’s re-edited ‘Gold 


Rush’ being screened Tuesday. 


| The missing son and father, whom | 
all the fuss is about, doesn’t appear | 
| 


| 


to relieve tedium. 
Kids are chiefly occupied in a 
nieces with amateurish inven- re 
ions. iily Lee band and Megpli Selznick’c €F { 
Glee Club, aggregations a ees Selznick’s $6,000,0000 
sters, are in but briefty; they're not | M4 
bey By : | Production Bankroll 
Story is about®a wealthy dame | ’ . 
who hates kids because her grown | Selznick, while east, made ar- 
}son married against her wishes and | *@%gements for a bankroll of $6.000,- 
is hphiewany quartered in the hoose- | 00. Of this sum, $5,000,000 is a re- 
g0w away from his home town. She | volving fund provi ry a bi j 
also kicks daughter-in-law and/ New York Ae eer. ae 
A ee ! : nad One on the Coast. 
grande around. Two mobsters Other $1.0 
who framed errant son arrive in aad . _— nas been put up by 
town and attempt holdup which is | United Artists, 
foiled by kids, resulting in resump- | Fund is to cover production of a 
tion of diplomatic relations between | mini f , 
end kg a yr qped een | mum 0 five films. Contracts 
umunity. | provide that these must be com- 
pleted within 21% years. UA money 
once throughout. | will be used in the nature of a com- 
Sarah Padden comes through with | Pletion guaranty fund, while the 
| g00d standard performance as the $5,000000 will provide most of the 
socially soured woman; Roscoe Ates | actual producti 
is in for a minor rt i eos akg vey 5 
oaabt silanes subedhiames Pad High grosses on Selznick product 
| Maren Wen es toe Gaudhier-tn- in the past resulted in competition 
law, photographs like money in the from a flock of banks to advance 
/bank, but needs grooming. She's | iM coin. Selznick trained out of 


awkward in expression and dialog |New York for the Coast last night 
delivery Mori. | (Tuesday), 
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— From The Distinetive 
a jade s beat! Press-Book Ads On 
| This Page, New York’s 

Roxy Theatre Will Se- 

lect The Campaign For 

its Dec. 25 Opening of 

“REMEMBER THE DAY”! 





SNEAK PREVIEWED! Preview cards rave about ‘“Remember The Day’’! In addition to splendid audience 
reaction at emotional moments, there were repeated laughs for comedy scenes...laughs so loud that dia- 
logue was almost drowned out! When you can make ’em ery and make ’em laugh... you’ve got a great hit! 
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12 NW Allied Exhibs Take Minn. 


Beefs to Chi for Unity Parleys 








Minneapolis, Dec. 9. 

A 12-man Northwest Allied com- 
mittee, headed by president E. L. 
Peaslee and executive secretary Fred 
Strom, and including some of the 
state’s most prominent and success- 
ful independent exhibitors, are in 
Chicago this week trying to meet 
with distributor heads, either indi- 
vidually or together, in_an effort to 
make them ‘see the light’ and modify 
their selling demands. 

Abram F. Myers, national Allied 
general counsel, sought to arrange 
the parleys, but it was questicnable 
whether the exhibitor heads, in Chi- 
cago for the industry's National 
Unity Conference, would consider 
the proposed meeting with the 
Northwest Allied committee to dis- 
cuss film prices in order. 


However, as the trade here points 
out, something will have to happen 
or be done within the next two 
weeks or there will be wholesale 
closings of Minnesota independent 
theatres or some operating policy 
changes. The ‘something’ will have 
to be the independent exhibitors’ 
surrender to percentage and other 
demands, called ‘confiscatory’ and 
‘punitive’ by the theatre men, or the 
distributors’ backdown on deals, now 
being quoted. 

As matters now stand, the supply 
of pictures of those independents 
who haven't bought major decree 
product will be alreost completely 
exhausted by next month. Some, in 
fact, are on their last legs and a 
number of theatres already are 
closed. 

There still persist the threats of 
Twin City independents to reduce 
their admissions to iilc with a dou- 
ble feature policy minus major prod- 
uct, an appeal to the U. S. govern- 
ment to intercede and lawsuits 
against -the distributors. 

Metro a Big Headache 

Presently, disappointment is great 
because Metro hasn't sought relief 
from the decree, like the other com- 
panies, to permit it to sell in Minne- 
sota under the state law requiring 
deals to include an entire season’s 
product subject to a minimum 20% 
cancellation privilege. 

Northwest Allied leaders are blam- 
ing W. F. Rodgers, M-G general 
sales manager, who, they think is 
particularly hostile toward Minne- 
sota independents because they 
a the anti-consent decree 
aw. 





Metro Studying Situation 


Continuing to explore the advan- 
tages as well as the drawbacks of 
selling Minnesota where a distributor 
must offer his entire product and 
permit rejection of 29% of the total, 
Metro is reported trying to figure 
out how it can sell the state for the 
same net results basis as obtains un- 
der the consent decree for the rest of 
the country. 

Meantime, it is understood Metro 
also does not want to place its for- 
mer Minnesota accounts or new ones 
in a more difficult exhibition position 
than existed before. Other consent- 
ing distribs, Paramount, 20th-Fox, 
RKO and Warner Bros., are reported 
demanding such high rentals as an 
offset to the 20% cancellation clause 
in contracts, that the Minnesota ex- 
hibs are hollering their heads off. 

The question of good will among 
Minnesota buyers and its protection 
for the future, whether it be under 
full-line selling or the decree, is said 
to be guiding Metro importantly in 
its consideration of the problem. In 
other words, it may take a long time 
for some of the Minnesotans, operat- 
ing film theatres, to forgive other 
distribs for trying to soak them high 
rentals at this time. 





Then They Are Longer 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
First job by Fred Zinneman since 
his elevation from shorts to feature 
director at Metro is ‘Then There 
Were Two.’ 
Top roles are played by Marsha 
Hunt, Lee Bowman and Van Heflin. 








Roush’s 3 Shorts in 2 Weeks 

Les Roush, Paramount’s producer 
and director of shorts in the east, 
has completed three shorts starring 
Robert Benchley at the Astoria, Gen- 
eral Service studios. 

Trio of comedies, each running one 
reel, were turned out in slightly 
more than two weeks. 


‘vr 


Hobby Folds 





San Francisco, Dec. 9. 

Cinemat, silent-film theatre, 
operated as a hobby by a semi- 
pro family, has folded just as 
whimsically as it opened. Fam- 
fly has a tradition of spending 
Thanksgiving together and only 
way the annual dinner could be 
held was to close the house for 
the night. Felt so good that they 
decided to leave it closed, al- 
though spot was in the black. 
Operators were Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanford E, Moses, Jr. 

Bill at time of closing featured 
Clara Bow in ‘My Lady of 
Whims’ and the original ‘Tarzan’ 
with Elmo Lincoln. 


PAR MAY JOIN 
OTHER FIRMS 
ON BONUSES 


Paramount is reported mulling a 
bonus plan that will be sprung at 
Christmas time, if approved, which 
would amount to a percentage of 
the year’s salary for its employes, 
graduating downward from 10% for 
those earning up to $50 or there- 
abouts. 

Meantime, a monthly bonus idea 
has been adopted by some of the 
theatres in Par and is under con- 
sideration by others, with the per- 
centages, varying in accordance with 
conditions, payrolls, etc., being set 
by Par’s various partners over their 
particular houses. Interstate, Kin- 
cey-Wilby and the Paramount, N.Y.., 
have already adopted the bonus 
plan which amounts to a monthiy 
raise based c1 current salaries. 

Christmas »onuses are expected 
from other c»mpanies, with Warner 
Bros. reported considering up to 
four weeks’ extra salfry for em- 
ployees depending on salary 
brackets. 

Loew's, which always grants a 
holiday bonus, will make the same 
handout as last year to its approxi- 





Butler ‘Morocco’ Bound 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Paramount assigned David Butler 
to pilot the Bing Crosby-Bob Hope- 
Dorothy Lamour starrer, ‘Road to 
Morocco.’ 

Comedy is being scripted by Frank 
Butler and Don Hartman, writers of 
the other ‘Road’ films. 


Morris Mechanic’s 
Foreclosure Suit 


Vs. Keith’s, Balto 


Baltimore, Dec. 9. 

Foreclosure proceedings were in- 
stituted yesterday (Monday) (8) 
against Keith’s here by the Lexing- 
ton Theatre Corp., of which Morris 
A. Mechanic, operator of the nearby 
New theatre, is president. Operated 
by the Maryland Theatrical Corp., 
controlled by the Schanberger fam- 
ily, long identified with show busi- 
ness here, Keith’s was purchased in 
1927 by the James IL. Kernan Co. for 
a vaudfilm policy. Fred C. Schan- 
berger, Sr., headed the Kernan Co., 
which controlled bigtime vaude at 
the Maryland theatre. Latter sub- 
sequently taken over by the Penn 
Mutual Life Ins. Co. some years ago. 


Judge J. Abner Saylor, in the Cir- 
cuit Court, appointed C. Alexander 
Fabian and J. Harry Gruver, receiv- 
ers to impound receipts pending the 
mortgage sale scheduled to take 
place in three weeks. Daniel C. Jo- 
seph, attorney for the Schanbergers, 
said the foreclosure proceedings 
would be resisted on the grounds 
that the mortgages are not actually 
in default. 

Mortgages to the amount of $487,- 
000 face value plus unpaid interest 
were purchased by Mechanic from 
the Baltimore Savings Bank, which 
has held the first mortgage since 
1930. 

















CONSOLIDATED NOW 
HAS MONTREAL 1007, 


Montreal, Dec. 9. 

Cinema de Paris, French-lan- 
guage first-run picture house in the 
heart of downtown theatre section, 
has been sold to Consolidated Thea- 
tres, Ltd., and will open as an ex- 
clusively newsreeler about Dec. 20. 
| This brings all first-run houses in 
|city directly or indirectly under the 
| control of Consolidated Theatres, 
including the legitimate house, His 
Majesty’s. 








NY. Allied Charges 5 Majors 
Violate the Consent Decree 





— 


Bill Elson’s Activities 


Minneapolis, Dec. 8. 
A eompany headed by William 
Elson, one-time ‘Variety’ staffer, has 
acquired from Andy Anderson and 
Lawrence Anderson the theatre and 
bowling alley at Crookston, Minn. 
Elson also is operating the Pal- 
ace, local loop grind house, and the 
Cloquet and Leb theatres, Cloquet, 
Minn. 


W-E GIVES LOW 
BUDGETERS 
A BREAK 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Reduction in sound royalties to 
benefit indie producers and majors 
making pictures with negative costs 
below $50,000 are being set up by 
Western Electric, effective Jan. 1. 
New rate for lower budget films will 
be 5% of the negative cost, with the 
minimum for a feature at $500. 


Indies producing for Monogram 
and Producers Releasing Corp. get a 
break, as the rate will allow them to 
use Western Electric recording in 
place of unlicensed sound. Added 
prestige of W. E. sound will assist 
them in selling their pictures to cir- 
cuit houses where increased book- 
ings are expected to overcome the 
small added cost for sound royalties. 


New rates also benefit several 
major companies, including Colum- 
bia, Hal Roach and Universal on 
product under the $50,000 mark, in 
addition to shorts of the majors 
where royalties on low negative costs 
are expected to get concessions. It 
is expected that RCA will follow into 
reduced royalties for lower-budgeted 
pictures and, with the two sound 
companies putting the availability of 
sound within the range of the indies, 
indications are that indie sound re- 
cording outfits will lose out with the 
majority of their present customers. 


W. P. Raoul Revives Asst. 














Troy, N. Y., Dec. 9. 
New York State unit of National 
Allied, Inc, has served notice, 
through attorney Leonard L. Rosen- 
thal, executive secretary and opera- 
tor of the State theatre in Troy, on 
20th Century-Fox, Metro, Para- 


mount, RKO and Warner offices in 
the N. Y. City, Albany and Buffalo 
exchange zones, that unless these 
companies, signatories to the Con- 
sent Decree, cease certain alleged 
violations, the unit will bring 
‘further action’ to end them. The 
N. Y. State unit, which in October 
elected permanent officers and esiab- 
lished an office in the Cannon Bldg, 
Troy, recently completed a survey 
of the workings of the consent de- 
cree throughout the State. 

Its officials and members claim 
that in several situations, film com- 
panies are guilty of conduct violative 
of the consent decree. Specifically, 
they cha’ ge the forcing of shorts and 
newsreels, exhibitors being com- 
pelled to buy them if they wanted to 
get feature product. The State Unit 
of Allied also charges that other ex- 
amples were found, in the survey, in 
which the distributor would not al- 
low the exhibitor to select the block 
of films he desired, or if he did, the 
exhibitor had to pay ‘an exhorbitant 
sum’ for the block. In effect, the 
exhibitor had to buy all the product, 
which is a violation of the Consent 
Decree. 


OLSEN REELECTED IN 
CHI; CASSIDY PREZ 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Frank Olsen, for years secretary- 
treasurer and business agent of 
|Local No. 2 of the International 
|Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
| ployees, was last week unanimously 
| voted to remain in his present posts. 
| Vote was by the entire executive 
|board of the local IATSE. 
| Elected to the presidency of the 
local was Larry Cassidy, with 
William Schrout named vice:presi- 
dent, and the rest of the board com- 











| 





;posed of James Ryan, Arthur 
|Morrison, Joe Baker and Henry 
| Mandel, 





Ditto in Seattle 
Seattle, Dec. 9. 








mate 5,800 employees at the home | Exclusive news-film theatre ven- 
office, including radio station WHN, ;ture is first in pic history of this 
N.Y. Those getting up to $40 weekly | city and at fixed price of 35c in- 
who have been employed for one | cluding tax with location next door 
year, will receive the equivalent of |to A house Palace should cater to 


Local union 15, Stage Employes, 


Prez Title at IATSE must like their officers, for the key 


|men were all reelected at the re- 





: ; cent annual meeting. 
The title of assistant president of | 


two weeks’ salary but not to exceed 
$50; those employed six months and 
not getting over $40 will get a bonus 
not exceeding $25. 

Universal has voted a bonus at 
Xmas of one week’s salary to all 
employees in the home office and 
exchanges who receive $40 or less 
per week. For the studio personnel 
U will make a donation in lump sum, 
unstated, to the Universal City club, 
Studio employees’ own benevolent 
organization. 





N.Y. State’s Record High 
$316,095 for Censor Fees 


Albany, Dec. 9. 

Gross receipts of the Division of 
Motion Pictures, State Education 
Dept., for the fiscal year ending 
of $316,095. So Director Irwin Es- 
with Commissioner of 
Ernest E. Cole. While the gross 
jumped to that figure from $311,800 
for the previous year, the net to 
N. Y. State was 
dollars less due to an increase in 
expenditures from $63,877 to $68,418. 
The net revenue for 1940-41 was 
$247,677, compared to $247,922 for 
1939-40. 

The Division of Motion Pictures 
is thus a steady producer of revenue. 
Which is one, though not the only 
Teason, Capitol Hill observers be- 
lieve, why campaigns to eliminate 
the inspection of films (other than 
newsreels) in this state are likely 
to make no appreciable progress. 





Title Changes 


. _ Hollywood, Dee. 9. 

Sleepy Time Gal’ is release tag on 
‘Moon Struck’ at Republic. 

‘Raiders of the West’ is new title on 
second of ‘Frontier Marshal’ serials 
at Producers Releasing Corp. 





overflows from that and other first- 
run houses on Main street with 
chances of good grosses very favor- 
able. Theatre has only 600 seats but 
prior to being taken over by France 
Film in 1930 has always been a little 
gold-mine on the street. 


Par’s Frequent Confabs 
With Theatre Partners 


With the thought of holding fre- 
quent meetings among its many part- 











June 80, reached an all-time high | 


mond reported in a summary filed | 
Education | 


several hundred | 


ners and operators throughout the 
_country for an exchange of opinion, 
| experiences, problems, etc., Para- 
| mount brought together all its south- 
|ern theatre associates in New 
| Orleans, Friday (5), for an all-day 
session. This followed a session pre- 





| viously held in Chicago for the 
northern-tier operators. 


| Par theatre operations, and his two/| 


lieutenants, Sam Dembow, Jr., and! 
| Leon Netter, represented the h.o., 
while partners attending included 


|R. J. O'Donnell, Bob Wilby, Frank 
| Rogers, M. A. Lightman, Julius 
Gordon, E, V. Richards, Harold Robb 
and Ed Rowley. 

Goldenson, Dembow and Netter re- 
turned to New York, Monday (8). 


RCA’s Divvys 


Radio Corp. of America Monday 
(8) declared a 20c dividend on com- 
mon shares and the usual quarterly 
divvys on the preferred issues. Com- 
pany’s dividend on first preferred is 
874ec and on the ‘B’ preferred $1.25, 
covering the fourth quarter in both 
instances. These preferred distribu- 
tions will be made Jan. 1, 1942, to 
stock on record Dec. 18. 

Common divvy will be paid next 





Leonard Goldenson, in charge of | 


| tary-treasurer of 








Jan, 28 to stock on record Dec. 19. 


the International Alliance of Thea- | 
trical Stage Employees, in mothballs | 
for several years, has been restored | 
with appointment to that post dur- | 
ing the past week of W. P. Raoul. | 
He was called up from Atlanta mid- 
die of last week by Richard F.! 
Walsh, president, and immediately | 
assigned to the duties of his new job. 

Raoul for many years has been 
special representative of the IA at 
Atlanta for the southeastern terri- 
tory. According to Walsh, a suc- 
cessor to him in Atlanta will not be 
appointed for the time being and, he 
added, may not be necessary at all. 
With the LA. 21 years, Raoul carries 


Basil Gray, for the 18th term, was 
elected business agent. Emmett 
Clark, for the 26th year, was elected 
financial s~~., and Chas. Crickmore 
is again the prexy. 





Collarites Vote Okays 


New Conference Tieup 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
With only one dissenting vote in 
600, the Screen Office Employes 


|Guild agreed to affiliate with the 


Conference of Studio Unions. In ad- 
dition, the Guild approved the vote 
of its Technicolor unit to call a 





a card in Local 225, Atlanta opera- 
tors. 


istration, Louis Krouse, general sec- 
retary-treasurer, has in effect also 
served as assistant president at the 
home office while Browne also had 
his brother in crime, Willie Bioff, as 
personal representative. Krouse con- 
tinues his duties as general secre- 
the LA., an im- 
portant key post in the organization. 

The late Harry Dignam and Harry 
Sherman, later a Paramount labor 
executive and president of Local 306, 
N. Y. operators, were former as- 
sistant presidents. Krouse also car- 
ried the title for a time. 


Strike Bill Attacked 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Resolution asking U. S. Senate to 
defeat the Smith bill, recently passed 
in the House of Representatives to 
outlaw jurisdictional strikes and to 
limit picketing, was adopted by Film 
Technicians Local 683. 

Copies of the resolution were sent 
to President Roosevelt, members of 
the House and Senate, and William 
Green, president of American Fed- 








| th 


| Lusher and Olive Lynn. 


strike unless the company grants its 


| demand for retroactive pay to July 
In the George E. Browne admin- | 15. 


| ing a 


Walkout date was delayed, pend- 
n answer from Technicolor. 

Temporary delegates to CSU for 
e month of December are Bernard 
Perma- 
nent delegates will be elected next 


|} month, 





Still Bums in the Spring 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

‘Dem Lovely Bums,’ a_ baseball 
yarn about the Brooklyn Dodgers, 
went into the writing mill at 20th- 
Fox, with Lee Loeb and Harold 
Buchman working on the script. 

Picture will be released shortly 
before the opening of the baseball 
season, 








K A-O’s $1.75 Pfd. Divvy 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum directors de- 
clared a $1.75 cash dividend on its 
7% preferred stock last Friday (5) 
out of operating surplus. Divvy 
covers the quarter ending Dec. 31 
this year. : 

Dividend is payable Jan. 2, 1942, to 





eration of Labor, 


stockholders on record Dec. 19. 
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2-Reel Newspix (16 Min.) Idea Up 


Again; Television Factor Looms 








Several newsreel companies have 
been discussing the possibility of a 
two-reel news subject, issued only 
once a week, to supplant the present 
two one-reel newsreels produced 
weekly. Additional interest in world 
news events and desire of public to 
have more complete coverage on out- 
standing stories, along with less 
trivia, is said to be back of the fresh 
yen to experiment with two-reel 
newsreels. 

Two-reel news edition idea has 
been -up many times in the past, 
with several reel outfits actually ex- 
perimenting with the idea. Present 
discussions are said to consider only 
a two-reel edition held down to 16 
minutes. Several newsreel editors 
have admitted such size issue would 
be idea. Some asknowledged that it 
would make for a better weekly 
effort and produce more satisfied 
exhibitors. Cost element would be 
held down to present level because 
the same amount of footage as rep- 
resented by the two editions now 
issued twice per week. 

Belief in the trade is that many 
top newsreel men have been dis- 
satisfied with present trimmed han- 
dling of even the largest stories. 
Also they claim that two ‘press days’ 
on the newsreel weekly does not 
make for best effort per story. 

Back of the current revived in- 
terest is the belief that ultimately 
they might develop most newsreels 
into glorified ‘March of Times,’ only 
not editoralizing. Possibility of get- 
ting rentals more in line with the 
value of the reels also has been men- 
tioned. 

Also in the background is the 
conviction of several big newsreel 
editors that ultimately television is 
going to enter into the picture. Tele- 
vision is likely to bring a complete 
revamping of technique on story CcOv- 
erage, with many veterans in the 
business realizing it. Perhaps the 
most active in taking a realistic ap- 
praisal of this is Paramount, with 
editors not only studying the tech- 
nique but also experimenting with 
actual televisicn equipment. 


Rep. Strike Threat Passes 


x10llywood, Dec. 9. 

Threat of a strike and picket line 
at Republic was averted by a last- 
minute agreement between the pic- 
ture company and Studio Laborers 
& Utility Workers Loeal 1727. 

Settlement was arranged after a 
conference between Pat Casey, rep- 
resentative of the producers, and 








vt 


Tradeshows 





Wed., Dec. 10—‘Ball of Fire’ 
(RKO), in all exchange 
cities. 

Tues., Dec. 16—Mr. and Mrs. 
North’ and ‘The’ Bugle 
Sounds’ (M-G), in all ex- 


change cities. 

Fri,, Dec. 19—‘Blue, White and 
Perfect’ and ‘Remember the 
Day’ (20th), in all exchange 
cities, 


Sufficient Auto 
Parking with New 
Theatres a Must 


Youngstown, O., Dec. 9. 

Anticipating the passage of legisla- 
tion requiring that all new theatres 
in Youngstown provide adequate 
parking space, the City Planning 
Commission has approved construc- 
tion of a 1,000-seat theatre in a Resi- 
dential ‘A’ area at Belmont and Ala- 
meda avenues on condition that 
Peter M. Wellman, developer, acquire 
sufficient land vor parking needs. 
Wellman, Girard, O., exhib, will not 
be permitted to begin construction 
until he shows the commission his 
plans for the parking space and ex- 
hibits title to the land. 

The commission is expected to ap- 
prove and recommend passage by 
City Council a proposed ordinance 
requiring all new theatres to pro- 
vide 200 square feet of parking space 
for each 10 seats of capacity. For 
the proposed 1,000-seat house, a 
parking space of 20,000 square feet 
would be needed, under the ordi- 
nancé. The parking area, under the 
legislation, must be located either in 
the theatre lot itself or within 500 
feet. 














Zeal Fairbanks, union representa- 
tive. “ 





Night Before the Finale 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Last feature production to start on 
the 20th-Fox lot this year is ‘The 
Night Before Divorce,’ which rolled 
yesterday (Mon.) with Robert Siod- 
mak directing. 

With the starting of ‘Divorce,’ 
every sound stage in the studio is 
occupied. 
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LOEW'S Starts Thur., Dec. i! 
STATE Times Ve. POWELL 
Oia. | “SEADOW of th 
Last Ti © 
Clark sz ap MAN” 
GABLE - TURNER sania 
“HONEY TONK” In Person 
5 are ARTIE 
Gertrude NIESE 
DIAMOND BROS. SHAW 
Milt BRITTON 














Starting THURS.— 


Let down your 
hair and howl! 


“THE FEMININE TOUCH” 


M-@-M's Comedy Rict Starring 


RUSSELL - AMECHE - FRANCIS 











& 
“HOW GREEN WAS 


MY VALLEY” 
seriers RIVOLI %uee" 


ARTISTS 
Doors Open 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS 
























OPENS THURG., DEC. 11 


‘BLUES IN THE NIGHT’ 


A New Warner Bros. Hit with 
Prieclila LANE @ Betty FIELD 


—IN PERSON— 
COUNT BASIE 4320s 
Extra! HATTIE McDANIEL 


STRAND Bway & 47 St. 














8TH WEEK ! 


BROADW. 


S3rd St. & BROADWAY- Ci 6-5353 


Popular Prices—Doors Open 9:36 A.M. 
Mezz, Seat: Reserved in Advance 


‘PALAC 








BWAY & 
47th St. 


‘WEEKEND IN HAVANA’ 


Carmen Miranda - Alice Faye 
and ‘CADET GIRL’ 
























PARAMOUNT 


Paramount —In Person— 
Presents ORRIN 
. Bing CROSBY TUCKER 
| Mary MARTIN and Band 
Ss ‘BIRTH OF Wee Bonnie 
THE BLUES’ Baker 
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Schenck, Moskowitz 
Appeals Postponed 


The appeal of Joseph M. Schenck, 
former chairman of the board of 
20th-Century Fox Film Corp., and of 
Joseph H. Moskowitz, eastern repre- 
sentative of 20th-Fox, from convic- 
tions finding them guilty of evading 
income tax returns from 1935-37, was 
postponed to Jan. 12, 1942, on Thurs- 
day (4) by the Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals in N. Y. The film men were 
convicted by a federal jury and sen- 
tenced by Judge Grover Moscowitz 
to three years for Schenck, and a 
year and a day for Moscowitz, be- 
sides being fined $20,000 and $10,000, 
respectively. 

The Circuit court, in putting the 
case over, declared it could not be 
reached before then. It was learned, 
however, that when the present trio 
of judges, A. N. Hand, Thomas W. 
Swan and Harrie Chase, left the 
bench Friday (5), a new group, with 
Justice Charles Clark, was to sit. 
Clark disqualified himself ause 
his brother, Samuél, is head of the 
Internal Revenue Dept. Since Clark 
is sitting all this week and the first 
week in January (court closed in be- 
tween for the Christmas holidays), 
the argument had to go over to 
Jan. 12. 


Bioff Has Yet to Pay 
His $20,000 Fine But 
Browne Gets Coin Up 


George E. Browne, former pres- 
ident of the International Alliance 
of Theatrical Stage Employees, and 
recently convicted of labor rack- 
eteering, paid a fine of $20,000 in 
cash to the U. S. Government Mon- 
day (9), thus automatically stopping 
the U. S. questioning of him as to 
his assets. His fellow felon, Wil- 
liam Bioff, former west Coast rep- 
resentative of the union, has not paid 
his fine and the questioning con- 
tinues as to him. 

Browne could be examined fur- 
ther under income tax charges but 
this would require so much red tape 
as to eliminate its usefulness. The 
questioning of Bioff will continue 
for another week or two. At the 
end of that period the attorney 
general, Francis Biddle, will desig- 
nate where Browne and Bioff are 
to be sent. They are both in the 
Federal House of Detention, N. Y. 
now. Browne may be sent away 
in a couple of days since there is 
no further need to examine him. 
It is believed Browne will go to the 
Lewisburg, Penn., prison as a first 
offender, while Bioff will wind up 
at Alcatraz. 

Both men were found guilty by 
a Federal jury of extorting more 
than $1,000,000 from Paramount, 
Loew’s, Warner Bros., and 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox by threats of calling 
strikes in their union. They were 
sentenced to eight years for Browne 
and 10 for Bioff by Judge John C. 
Knox, in addition to the $20,000 
fines each. 


NEW DETROIT HIGHWAY 
WOULD K.0. 7 CINEMAS 


Detroit, Dec. 9. 

Present plans to put a super- 
highway through another Detroit 
section would knock off seven more 
theatres here where more than a 
score have previously gone down in 
street widening projects. Latest 
project before the Common Council 
calls for a 250-foot wide highway 
which would strike across a popu- 
lous area. 

The theatres which would be 
wiped out by the new street project 
includes Michael J. Chargot’s Oak- 
land, Wade Allen’s Arcade, Albert 
Westaway’s Willis, F. J. Leasia Es- 
tate’s Castle, Moe Taitel’s Warfield, 
John Magocs’ Medbury, and Schram 
& Goldberg’s Echo. 




















U’s Regular $2 on Pfd. 


Universal board of directors, meet- 
ing last Wednesday (3), a day earlier 
than usual, declared regular quar- 
terly dividend of $2 on the first pre- 
ferred shares. This maintains the 
regular $8 annual rate, being the 
third $2 payment this year or since U 
resumed payments. 

New divvy is payable Jan. 1 to 
stockholders of record, Dec. 23. 

Aside from this action, the direc- 
torate session was routine, J. Cheever 
Cowdin, chairman of board, being 
unable to attend because still away 
from N. Y. on a vacation. 


Inside Stuff —Pictures 


Annual stockholders meeting of Loew's (Metro) has been indefinitely 
postponed from Dec. 9, officia] meeting date, and the N. Y. Stock Exchange 
and shareholders have been notified of the postponement. Effort will be 
made to hold this session during December, but delay in getting out the 
annual financial statement for the fiscal year ending last August may set 
it back to January. 

Loew’s was unable to complete its financial report until January for the 
last fiscal year, and there has been even greater delay in getting figures 
and final reports from different foreign markets this year. Slowness of 
mails and other ramifications of the muddled foreign market has brought 
this about. 








Phil Regan opened six-week p.a. tour at the Stanley, Pittsburgh, Friday 
(5), just a day after his one-year contract with Paramount expired. 
During all that time, Regan made only one picture, ‘Las Vegas Nights,’ 
early last summer, remainder of the time drawing down his weekly salary 
without turning a hand. Understood that there was some bad feeling 
between singing ex-cop and B. G. DeSylva, who took over at Par shortly 
after Regan signed his contract, as a result .of differences they had after 
actor sued DeSylva at being dropped from cast of ‘DuBarry Was a Lady,’ 
legit hit, before it reached New York. De Sylva produced ‘Du Barry.’ 





David O. Selznick, who broke out with a flood of title registrations a 
few months ago, has officially staked his claim to another big bunch of 
labels during the past few weeks. They include: 

‘Memoirs of Vidoco,’ ‘The Moonstone,’ ‘Paul and Virginia,’ ‘Bleak House,’ 
‘Marble Faun,’ ‘Courtship of Miles Standish,’ ‘Alice of Old Vincennes,’ 
“‘W. L. A.’ (Women's Land Army), ‘W. A. T. S.” (Women’s Auxiliary Ter- 
ritorial Service), ‘W. R. N. S.’ (Women’s Royal Naval Services), ‘W. A, 
A. F.’ (Women’s Auxiliary Air Service), ‘Bomber Command’ and ‘Burma 
Road.’ 





Although auditors may have most of their work completed sometime this 
month, Universal’s annual financ:«! report covering the year ending last 
October may not be ready for stockholders until early January. 

Despite the fact that earnings in September and October indicate larger 
net profit than previously indicated, usual write off for frozen coin and 
customary year-end ~djustments preclude any accurate estimate of just 
completed fiscal year’s profit. Expected, however, it will be the largest 
since 1929. 





Extra-marital twosomes, posing for publicity photographs in niteries, 
are taboo in one major studio, with indications that other picture flacker- 
ies will follow the same idea. Top p.a. recently nixed a request by an 
indie press agent for a boy-and-girl photo in a cafe. Actor and actress 
are married, but not to each other. Refusal indicates a new attitude toward 
off-the-screen pictures which might incite criticism of Hollywood be- 
haviorism. 





Republic is removing the rubber band from the bankroll to the extent 
of $1,000,000 for advertising, promotion and publicity during the next 
year, starting with a budget of $150,000 to be spent in plugging ‘Lady For 
a Night.’ Part of the coin will be spent on a nation-wide tour to build 
up the studio’s younger players, including Mary Lee, Ray Middleton and 
Fay McKenzie. 





RKO is using Orson Welles as a lever to pry Tim Holt out of the saddle 
and get his feet on the ground as headliner in feature films. Holt is under 
contract to make six westerns for his home studio but his current job in 
‘The Magnificent Ambersons’ opens an avenue of escape from the prairies, 
of which RKO means to take advantage in future stories. 





Roughhouse between Broderick Crawford and Lon Chaney, Jr., was so 
enthusiastic that Universal is adding new scenes and fresh material to 
‘North of the Klondike,’ originally a low-budget picture shot in 12 days. 
Studio execs became so excited about the fight that they are wrapping 
expensive footage around it. 





Despite the stratosphere figures mentioned for Babe Ruth’s services in 
Sam Goldwyn’s forthcoming Lou Gehrig film production, the Sultan of 
Swat got himself only about one-fifth of the reported $50,000 for his end. 


Al-industry’s Feature Interest by U.S. Navy 
Has 7,172 Dates So Far} May Give Newsreels 


Although no recent check has been Improved Coverage 


made on the total amount netted by 




















‘Land of Liberty,’ all-industry fea- 


ture being distributed by Metro, with 
net revenue going to war charities, 
picture has had 7,172 playdates and 
6,553,999 people have paid admission 
to see the film. Net is figured at well 
above $130,000 because the Hays of- 
fice committee already has alloted 
that amount to War Relief activity. 
Picture is a compilation from fea- 
tures and shorts showing the history 
of the U. S. from pioneer days. It 
was shown at both the N. Y. and San 
Francisco world fairs, and reduced 
considerably in running time for gen- 
eral theatre release. Motion Picture 
Producers & Distributors Ass'n, 
which compiled the subject matter 
for the feature, has given $50,000 to 
Air Raid Victims and a like amount 
to the American Red Cross; $15,000 to 
the R.A.F. Benevolent Fund and an 
equal sum to the Protestant, Jewish 
ig" Catholic organizations in the 





. . 
Lights Up in Ga. 
" Atlanta, Dec. 9. 
The Office of Production Manage- 
ment in Atlanta has lifted the 
‘blackout’ ban on Georgia and five 
other southeastern states. The re- 
striction on non-essential lighting 
ceased Friday (5), because heavy 
rain over the southeast last week- 


end replenished the drying power 
reservoirs and lakes. 

Atlanta is herself again with 
streets, hotel and theatre marquees 
lighted and the threat of no Christ- 
mas tree lights gone. 





Because the public is hungry for 
full details on its two-ocean navy, 
and the newsreels are rated the best 
of all mediums for dissemination of 
developments, U. S. Naval Informa- 
tion executives shortly may com- 
pletely revamp handling of news- 
reel coverage. Enthusiasm in the- 
atres for every scene of a boat’s 
launching is the tipoff on the terrific 
amount of interest in how the na- 
tion’s enlarged navy is getting along. 

There has been beefing by the 
reelers over the way they have been 
pushed around by the navy (before 
the war declaration) when they 
tried to get stories. From the navy 
point of view, the attitude naturally 
is that the newsreels are not so im- 
portant as compared with the tre- 
mendous campaign it is carrying for- 
ward. Newsreel execs appreciate this 
and ask merely that they receive the 
Same treatment accorded by the 
army. Newsreelers claim U.S. Army 
officials decide what is okay to 
photograph and then go ahead as- 
sisting the newsreel crew on the 
story. 


Art Awards Group Picked 


Hollywood, Dee. 9. 

Bertram Teitelbaum was ap- 
pointed chairman of a committee to 
consider rules governing this year’s 
Oscars for art direction. 

Other committeemen, appointed by 
Bette Davis, president of the Acad- 
emy of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences are: Lionel Banks, McClure 
Capps, Ernst Fegte, Danny Hall, Al 
Herman, Russell Kimball, Richard 
Reidel, Stan Rogers, Joseph Wright 
and Gordon §. Mitchell. 
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“Vanishing Virginian Surprise Triumph 


More later! Take our tip now! Keep your eye on this “‘sleeper”’! Rich with humanity, packed with power, 


it will enthrall every man, woman and child in the nation. Epic performances by Frank Morgan, Kathryn 
Grayson and a superb cast. Directed by Frank Borzage. 


“H. M. Pulham, Esq.” at Radio City Music Hall 


While the sensational Boston World Premiere continues to pack them in, the announcement of “fH. M. 
Pulham, Esq.”’ at Radio City Music Hal! opening December 18th, gives thrilling evidence of the importance 


of this widely acclaimed production. Hedy Lamarr, Robert Young, Ruth Hussey, Charles Coburn head a 
perfect cast. King Vidor, director. 


“Shadow Of Thin Man Business 172% Nationwide 


Hold-overs are a habit! Mr. and Mrs. Paying Public agree that Mr. and Mrs. Thin Man are a happy national 
institution and that Bill Powell and Myrna Loy are just what the box-office craves. Major W. S. Van Dyke, II, 
directed. 











“Johnnie Eager Will Make Film History 


It’s in the air! When you see it, when you watch Robert Taylor and Lana Turner, your pounding pulse will 
tell you it’s the most exciting drama that Mervyn LeRoy has directed since “Fugitive From A Chain Gang.” 


Edward Arnold’s in the powerful cast. 


u “ ; . 
Raves For Babes On Broadway, New Year’s Hit 
Now you KNOW! Now the trade has SEEN it! Wherever you go, whatever trade paper you read, the news 





is Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland in “Babes On Broadway” for a Happy New Year! 400 prints are ready to 
welcome 1942 with bulging bank-accounts! Director, Busby Berkeley. 
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Exhib Who Panned Pix Last Summer 


Points to York as Example of B.0. Sock 





By JOHN A. GOODNO 
(Sec.-Treas. Palace Amusement Co.) 
Huntington, W. Va., Dec. 9. 
Hollywood’s biggest guns 
now been booming in this 
since the start of the September of- 
fensive, but seattered reports 
would seem to indicate its full hit- 
ting power has yet to be felt except 
in the case of ‘Sergeant York.’ 
‘York’ has proven a one-man Pan- 
zer division in this squirrel shocting 
section of the woods and has wiped 
out all enemies and alibis of the 
boxoffice planting the old dollar 
flag high on the redoubts. 
Lack of squawks from the army of 
exhibitors around here who were | 
practically immobilized during the 


sector | 


seige of ‘B’ pictures last summer 
indicates a higher regard for the 


type of reinforcements Hollywood is 
sending up at the moment, but gen- 
erally speaking it’s ‘York’ that’s 
proving the spearhead. 

Incoming product looks to be of 
a better grade than last season and 
there’s a growing feeling among ex- 
hibitors that they'll be out of the 
trenches by Christmas. 

‘Shop Early’ 

Department stores are having no 
trouble seliing that ‘Shop Early’ 
philosophy this year and should un- 
load plenty of merchandise in time 
to smooth out those two terrible 
weeks before Christmas, leaving the 
theatres a chance to do more busi- 
ness in this peried than heretofore. 

The Washington money is con- 
tinuing to roll in and the feeling is 
growing that the Capitol has re- 
placed Hollywood as the _ true 
barometer of business. 

It’s no longer how many ‘A’ pic- 
tures you have, or how many ‘B’s’ 
you’re able to duck, but whether or 
not you’re located in a ‘D’ town— 
the D being for Defense. There’s 
also an unhappy side to the defense 
picture in those towns having no 
Washington coin. Their laboring 
people are being lured into the D 
zones and undoubtedly these ex- 
hibitors are on the way to becoming 
the Forgotten Men of this business. 

‘York’ a Lifesaver 

As this exhibitor pointed out in a 
‘Variety’ by-line story last summer, 
only the big pictures keep us in 
business and ‘York’ undoubtedly is 
a lifesaver for the groups mentioned 
above. 

“York’ is also the answer to Holly- 
wood’s plea for extended playing 
time—it got it. It also got advanced 
admissions without squawks, the 
public’s attitude apparently being, 
‘What have you been waiting on?’ 

They were glad to pay. 

They’re waiting to pay again! 


have 


Don’t ‘Abuse’ 20°> 
Minneapolis, Dec. 9. 

Northwest Allied’s executive 
committee has adopted a reso- 
lution recommending to Minne- 
sota independent exhibitors that 
they do not ‘abuse’ the 20% 
cancellation privilege given to 
them in the state anti-consent 
decree law. 

The resolution urges that ‘can- 
cellations be made with the ut- 
most goed judgment and in con- 
sideration of the best interests 
of the public, the distributors 
and the exhibitors alike.’ 








WHY DRIVE-INS 
CLICK BIG 


Fort Worth, Dec. 9. 

Fort Worth’s one and Dallas’ two 
drive-in theatres have just closed 
for the winter with an assurance by 
W. G. Underwood who, with Claude 
Ezell, owns and operates all of the 
Texas’ drive-ins, that they will re- 
open in the spring. They have been 
a financial success and greater at- 
tendance for the Fort Worth unit is 
expected with improvements in 
sound equipment which are to be 
made, 


The operators have found the 
drive-ins especially popular with 
people who want to see a film while 
they are clad in shorts or bathing 
suits; with cripples and semi-invalids 
who shun aisle walking; dads who 
don’t want an evening shave before 
their entertainment; with families 
that include small children; with 
those who like their amusement with 
a bucket of bottled beer at their side; 
and couples who like a little necking 
during the screen lovemaking. 


Third ‘Merton’ Filming To 
Be Musicalized by~Par 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Third filming of ‘Merton of the 














Some exhibitors, fearful of a short- 
age of product at the cutset of the 
Consent Decree, are now willing to 
admit quality is superior to quantity, 
if ‘York’ is any example, for the 
reason that this time last year there 
was nothing of its calibre available. 

Throughout this section, which is 
well on the way towards becoming 
the workshop of the world, due to 
the richest bituminous fields in the 
U. S. and other favorable factors, you 
hear much about stepped-up horse- 
power as being the key to our na- 
tion’s problems. 

Exhibitors are hopeful that Holly- 


Movies,’ this time as a musical, has 
been assigned to Soi C. Siegel’s pro- 


| duction slate at Paramount. 


Picture was first made in 1920 with 
Glenn Hunter in the name role. 
Musical version will be moderni#ed 
o suit current conditions. 


Schnoz’s Cuffo Tour 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Jimmy Durante heads east 








wood will copy industry by turning | Week on a tour of benefits, arriving 


horsepower into hitpower in the 
coming struggle to ‘Keep ’Em Buy- 
ing.’ 


CZ. NOW HAS 
15 CINEMAS 


Washington, Dec. 9. 

Defense boom in the Canal 7one 
is about to raise the number of ino- 
tion picture theatres in that military 
area to 15, according to announce- 
ment by the Department of Com- 
merce. 

Because of ‘improved economic 
conditions in Panama resulting from 
large-scale employment on Canal 
Zone defense projects’—plus_in- 
creased public and private construc- 
tion—two modern theatres have been 
completed in Panama City and a 
third theatre is slated for Colon. 
One new picture house, the Lux. 





represents a $140,000 investment and | 


is said to be the first of a chain to 
he operated by a local company, ac- 
cording to C. Z. reports. 


in New York Dec. 23 for opening of 
his Warner picture, ‘You’re in Army 
Now.’ 

He'll play several USO dates and 
help Mayor Kelly with Chicago's an- 
nual Christmas party Dec. 17. 


Gotta Lotta Ridin’ to Do 
Dec. 9. 

| Republic is putting the spurs to 
| Gene Autry to corral two additional 


pictures before the western star gal- 
lops east with his rodeo outfit in 
February, 

Currently Autry is working in 
‘Cowboy Serenade.’ The other two 
will be ‘Dusk On the Painted 
Desert’ and ‘Call of the Canyon.’ 


Hoilywood, 





RING IN BYINGTON 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Spring Byington took over the role 
in ‘Rings On Her Fingers’ originally 
assigned to Helen Broderick, who 
flew to New York to be at the bed- 
| side of her mother, who is ill. 





| Henry Fonda and Gene Tierney 


| Play the top roles in ‘Rings,’ di- 
ected by Rouben Mamoulian at 
20th-Fox. 


MANY REASONS isi se 


this | 


Produce More Special 
Newsreel Featurettes 


To further augment its news 
features, Embassy Newsreel Thea- 
‘tres group last week launched a 
| company which will produce and 
| distribute three different news and 


jereae interpretation series as well 
'as Pan-American subjects. It will 
'be called Newsreel Distributors, 
| with Ben Parker, formerly with 
|Paramount on the Coast, directing 
| most of topics and in charge of sales. 
| Understood that the briefies will be 
offered throughout the U.S., but the 
|Embassy has first call on the ma- 
| terial in New York. 

Addition of H. V. Kaltenborn, ra- 
| dio news analyst, in ‘Kaltenborn 
|Edits the News’ series last week, 
made the third of Embassy group, 
'Ralph Ingersoll’s covering experi- 
lences during recent visits to 
'Europe’s battlefronts having been 
started the preceding week. Third 





the ‘Ringside Seat’ series with 
| ing in a new item of world news for 
dissecting each week. 

Besides these three weekly news 
items, each sunning four to 10 min- 
utes, Newsreel Distribs also will 
handle specials of Pan-American 
Newsreel, just establishing offices in 
N.Y. Working agreement with this 
outfit headed by Nicholas H. Ruiz, 
former Cuban newsreel figure and 
theatre owner in Cuba, enables 
Newsreel Distributors to get specials 
on outstanding events in the Latin- 
American territory, Newsreel_ Dis- 
tribs in turn supplying Pan-Ameri- 
can with full coverage on news 
events of import to the Latin lands. 

Kaltenborn's first screen briefie 
went to the Trans-lux theatres in 
Philadelphia and Washington. It 
also is slated to go into Tele-News 
houses on the Coast. Tele-News 


'also uses McCrary’s screen briefie. 


US. MAY STEP IN 





ON ORIENTAL, 
CHil, BEEF 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 
Federal government has entered 
| the arbitration suit of the loop 
| Oriental against the major distrib- 
lutors in its plea for reduced clear- 
| ance. Government has indicated that 
| it might take part in the case so as to 
| clear up the particular angles con- 
‘cerning the Chicago consent decree. 
| The Chicago consent decree has been 








brought into the arguments on the 
| Oriental case, and the Government 
| feels that it can be of service in clar- 
| ifying the discussions since the U. S. 
| had been very close to the Oriental 
| situation at the time of the Chicago 
consent decree, 


There is every indication that the 
Government will enter the case as a 
|} supporting factor for the plaintiff 
| Oriental. 
| Meanwhile the various parties in 
the case have stipulated and received 
|extensions of time to file additional 
| briefs. Time for the filing of briefs 
by the defendants for a dismissal of 
| the case was set for yesterday (Mon- 
day), and the defendants must reply 
| to this plea for dismissal by Dec. 11. 
| Defendants will have the opportunity 
| to file rebuttal briefs by Dec. 22. 

In stipulating for extensions of 
time, the parties asserted that they 
couldn’t get their briefs lined up in 
| the time originally set by the arbi- 
| trator. 

Defendants are asking for dismissal 
of the case on.the grounds that the 
arbitrator does not have proper ju- 
risdiction to decide one way or the 
other. 


More Complaints 


Clearance squawks remain the 
basis of most other cases being filed 
at the local arbitration board under 
the provisions of the consent decree. 

Alcyon theatre, in Highland Park, 
last week sought relief from what it 
claims to be unreasonable clearance 
imposed by RKO, 20th-Fox and 
Paramount, 

Ben Cooney of the Ogden has 
named the five major distributors on 
clearance complaints, asking to be 
moved up from his present seventh 
| week of release classification. It is 
| indicated that the Ogden will be 
|} upped to fourth week. 








But They Don't Charge Rent 





Omaha, Dec. 9. 


Nearly eight hours of flicker entertainment for 10-20-25c is the latest 
bargain. Last Saturday you could go into the Town, downtown house, 
early in the evening and see ‘The Lone Rider Fights Back,’ ‘Here 
Comes Mr. Jordan’ and ‘Citizen Kane’ as the regular show, and at the 
conclusion of the program, the midnight show tossed in, a special for 
good measure, consisting of ‘The Ear] of Puddlestone’ and ‘Pioneers of 
the West,’ getting out at 2 a.m. Sunday. 

Five features—eight hours—no dishes. 

















From Remingtons to Riches 





By Bill Halligan 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

The gag about newspapermen get- 
ting stiff every pay day and blow- 
ing all their dough is strictly the 
phonus bolonus...the lads I know 
who eke out an existence writing 
a piece every day for some rag 
have all the money they will ever 
need...thar’s gold in them thar 
quills. 

In case you don’t believe me take 
a drive down Farmingdale way in 
Long Island, past the estate of the 
late Arthur Brisbane...pardon me 
...past one of Mr, Brisbane's es- 
tates. 

A fellow named George Ade ‘had 
his own private golf course on his 
rolling acres at Brook, Indiana... 
and some time when you are driving 


down to the Pacific from Hollywood 


have some one point out Will Rog- 
ers’ place overlooking the ocean... 
with his private polo field...all 
Will. knew was what he read in the 
Wall Street Journal...Runyon owns 
an island castle off Miami Beach, 
Florida, that cost plenty of cab- 


bage, and Mr. Winchell keeps his 
in Chase National. 


Jimmie Fidler, the star of the 
Congressional Investigating Com- 
mittee...who blew the whistle. ..but 
loud...is a Hollywood nabob, and 
Pegler lives in a barn in Connecti- 
cut. You should live in such a barn. 

Ring Lardner and Percy Ham- 
nond, who have passed on to their 
just rewards, spent their late years 
at Southampton...a housing devel 
opment down Long Island way... 
and if you think Louella Parsons 
and Bugs Baer live in a boarding 
house you have another think com- 
ing...I knew Ripley when he lived 
in a little old room at the Friars, but 
believe it or not Ripley doesn’t live 
there any more...O. O. McIntyre 
and S. Jay Kaufman dwelled at the 
Ritz Carlton...and Ben Hecht and 
Edward Sullivan got theirs the hard 


| way by the side of spacious swim- 


|ming pools out Beverly Hills. 


| 


j 
; 
| 
' 


All I 
got to say is that that is as it should 
be...It’s about time genius was reap- 
ing a few dividends. 

I wonder what the old timers 
would say if they were alive today 
to witness this sharp upcurve in the 
financial trend for columnists...the 


| first pillar of persiflage I ever read 


j 
| 


_in a wheel chair. 





was written by Eugene Field, who 
specialized in beautiful poems for 
the children, but in a barroom had 
Baudelaire hanging on the ropes. 
Then there was a really great sports 
columnist by the name of Hugh E. 
Keough...he had a swell byline, ‘By 
H.E.K.’ (his initials). He died broke. 
His widow had some of his best col- 
umns published in a small brochure 
and sold them for $100 each by pri- 
vate subscription. 

Another great humorist who got 
paid off in the dark was Luke Mc- 
Luke, of the Cincinnati Enquirer. 
Perhaps one of America’s outstand- 
ing wags was Ed Howe, of Topeka. 
If you haven’t read him, don’t walk 
..-run to the nearest book store. He 
left a newspaper...he left it in 
Topeka. 

If I Could Only Juggle 

Back in my salad days I was a 
column hound. If I had only known 
how to juggle I might have been a 
Fred Allen...Chicago was my 
habitat and the loop was famous for 
its droll de corps...Ring Lardner, 
Finley Peter Dunne, F.P.A., Jack 
Lait, Ben Hecht, George Ade, HEK, 
Bert Leston Taylor (B.L.T.), Rich- 
ard Henry Little, James O’Donnell 
Bennett, all mighty men in my book. 
Ade wrote a story a day for the 
Chicago News labeled ‘Stories of the 
Streets and Town.’ Finley Peter 
Dunne wrote in dialect...Mr. Hin- 
nissey...he was the owner of Life 
when it was a humor mag...the 
critic and one-time owner was a 
man named Metcalfe...who used to 
offer a scholarship every year... 
Alexander Woollcott won it one 
year and look where he is today... 
Jack Lait wrote a 
complete story every day in Chicago 
for years, and Hecht wrote ‘1,001 
Nights’ in the spot formerly held by 








Ade. It gets monotonous, like eat- 
ing a quail a day for 30 days.., 
comes the revolution. 

There was a kid around Chicago 
in those days named William An- 
thony McGuire. He made the Hol- 
lywood bookmakers rich. George S, 
Kaufman must have got his idea for 
that hit...‘You Can’t Take It With 
You’...from Bill, 

Then Bert Leston Taylor started 
the ‘Line O’Type Or Two’ on the 
Tribune. He was succeeded by 
Richard Henry Little, who published 
the squibs of his brightest contribu- 
tors each year, the best 15c a radio 
writer ever invested. I want to in- 
clude George E. Phair (now on the 
‘Hollywood Variety’), and a clever 
lad if I ever read one...and Walt 
Mason, who wrote a box of verse each 
day...Rennold Wolf was batting 
one out every 24 hours for the N. Y. 
Telegraph, and Jimmy Sinnott had 
his ‘Midchannel’ in the N. Y. Mail... 
F.P.A, Mr. Franklin Pierce 
Adams from Chicago’s south side... 
pardon me...Hyde Park...has no 
equal in his line, but it took Mr, 
Fadiman to put him in the chips. 
And from what I hear of his poker 
playing; he need them. Russel 
Crouse, the theatrical tycoon, took a 
bang at it for a while but retired to 
more remunerative fields...then we 
have Sidney Skolsky, the Steinmetz 
of the Fourth Estate, who started out 
as a leg man for a theatrical press 
agent, and Louis Sobol, the wizard 
from Waterbury...by kind permis- 
sion of Dan Parker. 

Bugs Baer 

Perhaps the greatest humorist of 
them all...yes, might say of all 
time...is Arthur Bugs Baer. Bugs 
first saw the light of day in Phila- 
delphia. Like Napoleon he was born 
a male. He pogo-sticked his way to 
Washington and became a cartocn- 
ist. Someone invited him to the 
White House by mistake and the 
next thing we know he is in New 
York on the World making Man- 
hattanites laugh out loud in the sub- 
way. That was 20 years ago and 
he’s still doing it. 

Heywood Broun, the founder of 
the Newspaper Guild and thorn in 
the pelt of Pegler, was a genius of 
the first water...and took in on the 
side. If he had any race prejudice 
he didn’t show it at Tropical Park 
...he bet on all of them. 

Mark Hellinger is now a full- 
fledged Hollywoodman, but still 
writes his Sunday column with vigor 
and clarity...Mark has made some 
great boxoffice pictures and I doubt 
if he will ever go back to the daily 
grind of knocking out a story a day 
for the press. 

Speaking of Hollywood, we now 
have a rebel in our midst...a Fifth 
Columnist from down Dade County 
way in Crackerville...a dyed-in-the- 
wool Floridian and mebbe the next 
Mayor of Miami Beach. We are 
showing him what Grade A, 100% 
sunshine really is, and who knows 
but, with the help of Hyperion Igoe 
and Clementine McCarthy...two 
staunch south of the slot native sons 
—we may soon convert him into a 
Beverly Hill billy, I refer to none 
other than that Pueblo fashion plate, 
Mr. Alfred Damon Runyon. Others 
have wended their way out here and 
after a short stay have scampered 
back to the land of chillblane and 
fever vowing never to return...only 
to pop up with a grin after a few 
months exile and sheepishly explain 
that they never really appreciated 
California until after they left. Who 
wants to buy a nice home on Hi- 
biscus Island? 

I hope this does not bring a sigh 
of nostalgia from the new sensation 
of. the syndicates, the counterpart of 
Edgar Buchanan of the movies... 
the rotund E. V. Durling—‘Los An- 
geles own.’ It must be terrible these 
chilly mornings in the drafty King 
Features cabin, especially after years 
of tropical luxury among the oranges 
and flowers of Go7< country...dear 
old California. 

Okay, so he was born in Brook- 
lyn, 



























































Wednesday, December 10, 1941 


RADIO 25 





AIR’S NEWS ZEST IRKS CHIEFS | 





THE JAPANESE-LIKE JAPS 


a 


The Japanese-like behaviour of the Japanese will undoubt- 
edly bring forth many learned and speculative articles upon 
the various social and intellectual peculiarities of this people 
as background material to the greater and more pressing prob- 
lem of not letting them get away with it. It is perhaps worth 
a footnote at this excited moment to recall that Japan never 
even approached in its radio system, or anywhere else, the idea 
of free speech. Censorship in Japan has been so absolute that 
it passes the imagination of a Yankee, 


Free speech was not even one of the privileges apparently of 
the Mikado. He was the first and most distinguished victim of 
censorship. 

The vellow brethren even felt it necessary to curtail or ban 
from the radio the playing of phonograph records made in the 
United States, or elsewhere. It was feared that “western jazz’ 
might melodically undermine the foundations of that incredible 
empire. The lively, gay, tingling melodies of the occident were 
feared lest by some magical charm they serve in part to awaken 
the Japs from that baffling hypnosis of wretchedness-under-a- 
divine-ruler which has long been the marvel of the rest of the 
world. 

Japanese tyrants, like tyrants everywhere, do not propose to 
allow their cowed and stupefied peasants to hear the voice of 
reason and discussion over the radio. In Japan, as elsewhere, 
the radio is stringently controlled to serve the conspiracy- 
misnamed-a-government. Only in a democracy is the luxury of 
free speech possible. Open debate is unthinkable to a Japanese 
bent double in a characteristit Japanese posture of adoration to 
an Emperor who is their God and their prisoner simultaneously, 

The police power to guarantee peace after this war will 
have to be supplemented by a universally free radio under 
which open debate on issues of life and death will be assured. 
We already know encugh to appreciate that free speech, now 
on the verge of possible achievement thanks. to radio, kee 
power from becoming persecution and can potentially mnuke 
peace a virile foree rather than a periodie patsy. 


STANTON HEADS) COLGATE MAY DROP 
FACTS-FIGURES 
RESEARCH 





Chicago, Dee. 9. 
Sherman - Marquette agency 
mulling a realignment of its 


is 


pro- 





‘MYRT’ OR ‘STEPMA’, 





| explanation 





| formity 
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ARMY, NAUY FEAR 
PUSoIBLE “PANIC 


At Present Four Interceptor 
Commands Have Sole Au-| 
thority to Silence Radio 
Stations — Nature and 
Character of Imminent 
Censorship Agitates Wash-| 
ington 


FCC’S STATUS? 





Washington, Dec. 9. 


Imposition of general censorship 
on all domestic broadcasters—im- 
plementing Army and Navy restric- 
tions on military information and 
preventing scare reports is believed 
imminent. Federal sources indicated 
further curbs will be necessary to 
prevent panic and unauthorized dis- 
closure of vital information. Con- 
trol over broadcasting may be 
snatched from FCC, informed quar- 
ters hinted. Possibly Col. William | 
J. Donovan's Office of Information | 
will assume responsibility, though | 
Federal Bureau of Investigation was | 
also reported likely to step in. 

For the present, highest sanition | 





| army Officer -im each of four air de- | 
| fense districts has complete author- | 
& 

| ity 


to order stations silent. 
bianket instructions will go from | 
Washington, in accordance with 
pians formulated by Defense Com- 
nunications Board. Whenever any 

‘ceptor command headquarters 
fears enemy air operations, all trans- 
mitters in affected area will be 
silenced. Local FCC offices will 
take orders from the military. This 
followed reports the 
FCC had directed certain west coast 
outlets to suspend until further 
notice. Denying any such orders 
were issued here an FCC spokes- 


No | 





| man said shut-down of Los Angeles, 


San 


last 


Francisco and Seattle stati 
night was carried out in con- 
with prearranged plans. 
DX Pickups Irritate Gov't 


ns 


Federal authorities appear upset 
by highly competitive network at- 
tempts to arrange pickups without, 
consulting military and naval offi- 
cials. With all war inform*tion be- 
ng rel 1 ectly through WI 
Houst th army and navy press 
sections under orders to give not! 
ng ou egarding operations, cas- 

(Continued on page 26) 


| preponderance of the nation can be 


Blackouts on Coast, 


Perhaps Some 


Station Takeovers (Probably by 
Navy) and Censorship Face Industry 





10 Golden Rules 


Kate Smith on her daytime 
broadcast next monday (15) will 
enunciate her ‘Ten Golden Rules 
for Democracy.’ They include: 

1. Do your full part in the 
defense of your country. 

2. Know the workings of de- 
mocracy. 

3. Be thoughtful regarding the 
issues of the day. 

4. Protect your heritage—The 
Bill of Rights. 

5. Try to understand the ways 
and ideas of others. 

6. Help put the ideals of de- 
mocracy into practice. 





7. Promote freedom every- 
where. 

8. Beware of subversive propa- 
ganda. 


9. Be friendly. 
10. Be courageous. 








CLEAR CHANNELS, 


IN NASHVILLE 
DEC. 18 


Washington, Dec. 9. 
With more encroachments threat- 
|; ened and the war adding new prob- | 


lems and responsibilities, clear chan- 
nel operators—excluding the webs— 


a self-defense session at 
Nashville Dec. 18. Session will be | 
the first major get-together since | 
new lobby was launched a year ago 
to the public on the idea the | 


huddle for 


<e) 
se}] 


served only by the I-A outlets. 


Re-election of Ed Craig, of WSM, | 
as president is anticipated. No out- | 
iders have been invited, though | 

s trade problems will be taken | 
ip. Vie Sholis, front man for the 
g1 and Louis G. Caldwell, its at- 
torney, will talk about the political 
! regulartory aspects of affairs 
yothering the proprietors 











grams for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet. | 
Possibility is that either ‘Myrt and 
scnasiaaiii | Marge’ or .‘Stepmother’ will be 
|dropped. Both are serials on CBS, 
Frank Stanton, director of re-|the former for Supersuds and the 
search for CBS, will separately | latter for Colgate’s tooth powde! 
serve the Office of Facts and Fig- Probable that ‘The Story of Bess | 
ures as special research consultant. | Johnson,’ NBC-Red serial for Super- 
He will open an office in New York | suds, and ‘Sports Newsreel,’ weekly | s 
and also nut in some time at Wash- | series on the same network for Col- 
ington Meantime continuing with | gate shave cream, will be retained 
CBS on full salary. - 
Stanton will be under Archibald ——_— ae 
MacLeish, the Librarian of Con- 
gress. His appointment is said to | 


be a compromise between two rival 
groups in Washington who have been 
concerning themselves for some time 
with public opinion polls. 

The war will presumably immedi- | 
ately affect the type of public opin- 
ion work the Government will un- 
dertake. 


NATIONAL BISCUIT 
RECONSIDERS RADIO 


McCann-Erickson 
National Biscuit Co. are going 
the details of a spot campaign. 





agency and 
Ov 


count hasn't decided whether the 
campaign will be confined to its 


bread or whether it will also involve 
some of its biscuit brands. 

he last time the company went 
radio it used an adaptation of Martin 
Block’s ‘Make-Believe Ballroom,’ for 
its bread, 





‘Progressive Party’ To 
Run Year on WNAB 


Bridgeport, Dec. 9. 
Progressive Party, local political 
group, will campaign throughout 





1942 with variety show on WNAB. 
Series, teeing off Jan. 7, will fea- 


NEW YORK 
ture hillbilly band, singers. straight 154 W. 46th St. 
talk and skits satirizing present So- 


‘ialist municipal regime. aL ——_—_—_____ 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St. 


36th 


ANNIVERSARY NUMBER 


of 


“| To Be Published Late This Month 


USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 


Special Exploitation. Advantages 


Reservations and Copy May Be Sent to Any | 


Variety Office 


CHICAGO 


54 W. Randolph St. 





LONDON 
8 St. Martin's Pi. 














Washington, Dec. 9 

Cole chills which the radio indus- 
try has been practicing up on for 
many months arrived over the week- 
end despite assurance of the Federal 
Communications Commission that ro 
one should be ‘unduly alarmed’ over 
the proposition of censorship. 

With transmitters in the Pacific 
north- and southwest blinking out 
during frequent alarms, observers in 
Washington reluctantly agreed that 
the American-Japanese war was 
bound to affect the industry, both 
through the silencing of stations 
(particularly in the Pacific Coast 
area) and through increasing cen- 
sorship made necessary by the war 
situation. 

All amateurs, except those per- 
mitted to function in a special na- 
tional defense category upon specific 
recommendation of the Defense 
Communications Board, were deleted 
from the airwaves, Monday (8). All 
monitoring schedules by broadcast 
stations maintained after midnight, 





for checking frequency stability, 
were cancelled by the Commish until 
| further notice. 

Following a meeting Monday 
with directors of Network Affiliaics, 
Inc., Commish Chairman James L. 
Fly called for general cooperation in 
the emergency program. While it 
would be ‘premature’ for him to give 
a precise delineation of the situation, 
Fly admitted that a number of 
studies of the censorship prokjem 
were being made in the vicinity of 
Washington. The FCC, however, ‘of 

(Continued on page 53) 


ALL-NIGHT QUIE; 
FOR PORTLAND'S 
6 STATIONS 





Portland, Ore., Dec. 9 
Port 1 got its first taste of war 
36 hours of the Japs leaving 
their calling cards at Hawaii. By 
yrder of the commanding general of 
the second interceptor command of 
the Un ted States Army, Port il d's 
radio statior KOIN, KGW, KEX 
KALE. KXL, WJJ— were silenced 
Monday ght from 7 p.m. until 6 
am. A complete blackout was or- 
dered for 11 p.m., and theatres closed 
at 10:30 
Couple of night clubs with black- 
out conditions outside—the Stork 
and Clover clubs—stayed open, but 


other spots closed at 10:15 p.m. 


Fd Wynn Among Those 
Considered by Lifebuoy; 
‘Mr. Meek’ Gets Renewal 


S Jap Bros.) ha 
ntract on ‘Mr. Meek’ 
(CBs) foi 13 weeks, which 
will take the serial up to April. 
Meanwhile Ruthrauff & Ryan, new 
agency the account, is looking for 
another show to spot into Life- 
buoy’s Friday night spot on Colum- 
bia. Elgin is using the half-hour 
(10-10:30) for a four-week run of 
Shirley Temple. 

Among those with whom R&R has 
talked on the Friday night proposi- 
Ed Wynn. 


John Gunther Due Back 


John Gunther, rep eatted arriving in 
Lisbon late last week, is due Mon- 
day (15) New York by Clipper. 
He will sub for Raymond Gram 
Swing on the latter’s commentator 
series via Mutual, for three weeks 
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AIR’S NEWS 


THE JAPANESE- LIKE: JAPS: 


The Japanese-like behaviour of the Japanese will, undoubt- 
elly bring forth many learned and speculative articles upon 
the various social and intellectual pecuharities of this people 
as background material te the greater and more pressing prob- 
lem ot not letting them get away with it. It is perhaps worth 
a footnote at this excited moment to recall that Japan never 
even approached in its radio system, or anvwhere else, the idea 
of free speech. Censorship in Japan has been so absolute that 
it passes the imagination of a Yankee. 

Free speech was not even one oi the privileges apparently of 
the Mikado. He was the first and most distinguishéd victim of 
censorship. 
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The vellow brethren even felt it necessary to curtail or ban 
from the radio the playing of phonograph records made in the 
United States, or elsewhere. Jt was feared that ‘western jazz’ 
night melodically undermine the foundations of that incredible 
empire. The lively, gay, tingling melodies of the occident were 
feared lest by some magical charm they serve in part to awaken 
the Japs from that batiling hypnosis of wretchedness-under-a- 
divine ruler which has-long been the marvel of the rest of the 





TIRKS CHIEFS 





‘ARMY. WAVY FEAR: 
POSSIBLE ‘PANIC’ 


At Present Four saa 
Commands Have Sole Au-| 
thority to Silence Radio| 
Stations — Nature and 
Character of Imminent 
Censorship Agitates Wash- 
“tngton | 





—_—————_ 


FCC’S STATUS? 


—_——_ --—= 


Washington, Dec. 9. 
Imposition of general censorship 
on all dumestic broadcasters—im- 
pleménting Army and Navy restric- 
tions on military information and 
preventing scare reports is believed 





warld. 

Japanese tyrants, like tyrants everyuhere, do not propose to 
allow their cowed. and stupelied peasants to hear the voice of 
reason and discussion over the radio, In Japan, as elsewhere, 
the radio is stringently controlled to serve the conspiracy- 
misnamed-a-government, Only in a democracy is the luxury of 
free speech possible. Open debate is unthinkable to a Japanese 
bent double im a characteristic Japanese posture of adoration to 
an Emperor who is their God and their priconer simultaneously. 

The police power to guarantee peace after this war will 
have to be supplemented by a universally free radio under 
which open debate on issues of life and death will be assured. 
We already know enough to appreciate that free speech, now 
on the verge of possible achievement thanke te radia, keeps 
power from becoming persecution and can potentially make 
peace a virile foree rather than a periodie patsy. 


OTA: COLGATE MAY DROP 


STANTON HEADS: 
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Chicago, Dee. 9. 


, fense districts has complete author- 


_WYRT’ OR ‘STEPMA’ 





FACTS-FIGURES 











imminent. Federal sources indicated 
further curbs will be necessary to 
prevent panic and unauthorized dis- 
closure of vital information. Con- 
trol over broadcasting may be 
snatched from FCC, informed quar- 
ters hinted. Possibly Col. William 


=e 


+ 





J. Donovan's Office of egg etic 
will assume _ responsibility, though | 
Federa) Bureau of Investigation was | 
also reported likely to step in. 

Fer the present. highest veneer! 
army office: im each of four air de- 


ity to order stations silent. No 
blanket instructions will go from 
Washington, in accordance with 


pians formulated by Defense Com- 
munications Board. - Whenever any 
iitesceptur evomimand héadquaiteis 
fears enemy air operations, al! trans- 
mitters in affected area will be 
silenced Local FCC offices will 
take oiders fiom the military, This 


s on Coast, Perhaps Some 
Station Takeovers (Probably by 
Navy) and Censorship Face Industry 





10 Golden Rules 


Kate Smith on her daytime 
broadcast next monday (15) will 
enunciate her ‘Ten Golden Rules 
for -Democracy.” They include: 

} De your fr part in the 
defense of your country. 

2. Know the workings of de- 
mocracy. 

3. Be thoughtful regarding the 
issues of the day. 

4. Protect your heritage—The 
Bill of Rights. 

5. Try to understand the ways 
and ideas of others. 





6. Help put the ideals of de- 

. Promote freedom every- 
ona. 

R Rewareof subversive prepa- 
ganda. 


9. Be friendly. 
10. Be courageous. 





Washington. Dec. 9. 
Cold chills which the radio indus- 
try has been practicing up on for 
many months arrived over the weck- 
end despite assurance of the Federal 
Cammunications Commission that 1.0 
one should be ‘unduly alarmed over 
the proposition of censorship 
With tmansmitters in the Pacific 
north- and southwest blinking out 
during frequent alarms, observers in 
Washington reluctantly agreed that 
the American-Japanese war was 
bound to affect the industry, both 
through the silencing of stations 
(particularly in the Pacific Coast 
area)’ and through increasing cen- 
sorship made necessary by the war 
Situation, orn 
amateurs, except those per- 
mitted to function in a special na- 


+tonal defense category upon specifie 


recommendation of the Defense 
Communications Board, were deleted 
from the airwaves, Monday (8). All 
monitoring schedules by broadcast 
stattons maintained after smidniyht, 





CLEAR CHANNELS, 
IN NASHVILLE 
DEC. 18 


Washington, Dec. 9. 
With more encroachments threat- 











explanation followed reports 
FCC had directed cartain west-caast+ 


outlets to suspend until further } 
notice. Denying any such orders” 
were issued here an FCC spokes- 


man said shut-down of Los Angeles, 


the ened and the war adding new prob- | 


lems and responsibilities, clear chan- 
nel operators—excluding the webs— 


huddle for a self-defense session at 
Nashville Dec. 18. Session will be 
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with public opinion polls. } 
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ately affect the type of public opin- | 
fon work the Government wil! un- ' 
dertake 


NATIONAL BISCUIT | 
RECONSIDERS RADIO. 


McCann-Erickson agency and the 
National Biscuit Co. are going over 
the details of a spot campaign. Ac-- 
count hasn't decided whether the 
campaign will be confined to its 
bread or whether it will also involve 
some of its biscuit brands. 


The last time the com (pany. went 
radio it used ag adaptation of Martin - 
Biock’s ‘Make ‘Betieve Ballroom,” for 
its bread. 
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“Progressive Party’ To 
Run Year on WNAB 


Bridgeport. Dec. 9 
Progressive Party. local political 


| 


Sroup. will campaign throughout” - . 
1942 with variety thow on WNAB : 
eg teeing off Jan. 7. will fea- { s NEW YORE 
ure hillbilly Qand.. singers. straicht 
Her and—skits-<stirtzine ahem. | 154 W. 46th St 


Chalice 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St 


36th 


ANNIVERSARY NUMBER 





To Be Published Late This Month 


prem, Seer RATES PREVAIL 


Special Exploitation Advantages 


a 





Reservations pe Coby: May Be, Sent to ‘Any 


\ . 


Vertety Office - 


CHICA 


_S4.W. Randolph St. 
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| for checking frequency / stability, 
were cancelled by the Comaysh until 
further notice : 

Folowing a meeting Munday (8) 
| with directors of Network Affiliates, 
Inc., Commish Chairman James L. 
Fly called for general cooperation in 
the emergency program While it 
would be ‘premature’ for him to give 
a precise delineation of the situation, 
Fly admitted that a number of 
studies of the censorship prohf{em 
were being made in the vicinity of 
Washington. The FCC, however, ‘of 

(Continued on n gees 53) 


ALL-NIGHT QUIET 
FOR PORTLAND'S 
6 STATIONS 








Portland, Ore.. Dec. 9 

Portland got its first taste of war 
within 36 hours of the Japs leaving 
their culling cards at Hawai. By 
order of the commanding general of 
the second interceptor command of 
the Unitted States Army, Portland's 
radin itions- KOIN, KGW, KEX 
KALE. KXL, WJJ-- were silenced 
~Monday night from 7 p.m, until 6 
am. A complete blackout was or- 
dered for 11 p.m., and theatres clo.ed 
at 10:30 

Couple of night clubs with black- 


Stork 


put 


out ~conditions outside—-the 
and Clover clubs—stayed open, 
other spots closed at 10.15 pm 


Ed Wynn Among Those 
Considered by Lifebuey; 
‘Mir. Meek’ Gets Renewal 


—bitfebties Seep Lever Bros + has 


Meek’ 
which 
April. 


renewed the contract on ‘Mr. 
(CBS) for another 13 weeks, 
will take the seria! up to 


; Meanwhile Ruthrauff & Ryan, new 


agency om the account, is looking for 
another show to ‘spot into Life- 
- buoy’s Friday night spot_on Colum- 
Fitin is using the half-hour. 
(19-10-36. for a four-week run of 
' Shirtey Tempte 

Among those with whom R&R has 
Pron tte 
is Ed Wynn. 


John Gunther Due Back 


John Gi ther; réhotted arriving in 
V.fcbon late last week. is due Mon- 


twn 


— 


- 
day *15' in New York by Clipper. 

LONDON He will sub forg Raymond Gram 

the latter's commentator 






6 St Martin's PL 











municipal regime 


_— ——__  --——_ 





Swi ng On 


“via Mutrat—-for—three weeks 
rg’ Dec. 23 
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Will Take Couple of Weeks For 
Influence ef War to Be Assayed; 
May Affect New Air Business 














———— — 


Network officials and New York 
broadcasters were agreed yesterday 
(Tuesday) that it was too early to 
tell what drastic readjustments com- 
mercial radio will have to undergo 
now that the United States is at war. 
The same quarters are of the opinion 
that the spread of censarship over 
broadcasting facilities will be a grad- 
ual one and that as time goes on the 
programing s hedules wll) assume 
more and more of a propaganda 
complexion as well as an informa- 


Field Reports 








San Francisco—Al! Frisco stations 
stayed open all night Sunday after 
the Japs went beserk. Webs turned 
to California because shortwave Hs- 
tening posts here can pick up ort- 
ental broadcasts and because various 
experts such as Upton Close fune- 
tion from here Latter has been 
headquartering, at listening post, a 
touch place to get any sleep 





, holesale 
tive one. The flurry of wholes; : bodies . . Te 
newscasting which broke with the Stations later in the day —— 
flash on the Jap attack on Hawani,] real relays from Hawan caneelle 


- scte t nilitary authorities. 
Sunday afternoon (7) Is expected to} yt ) 








abate by the end of this week with | 
this phase of radio activity settling, 
down te a prescribed pattern of news  Crestey factory whriel-ie-devoted-in 
and miscellaneous intelligence part to defenve manufacturing and | 
; will be practically a militares | 

| 


penods on 


footing hereafte 


WERC ha. put a 24 hour news pol 
ty & to effect 








ee i 





No Weather Reports? 


} j _ ft » «69 fF off 

Weather reports will probably ‘ nagging N. ¥ —Er dete be oi 
be censored pronto as teguid, |” mesiger 

radio announcements thereof pence Wheeler, has offered blood to 


| Red Cr te 


! b ink 


build up the emerrency 


This ha; heen a stuct pode | placma 
iat ‘ 


posed on Britt h and Canadian 
broadcaster: 





Weather reports are widety | it 
sponsored by = advertwers | , 
throughout the U. S A Hartford— All four Hartford radio 


tations went on a temporary aroun: 


ithe cock basis Sunday ¢7) with the | 
What part the U S Aimy Nd) gecjaration of war by the dup: 


Navy will play in the future opera- | 
tions of commerc |! has already been| 
indicated by events of the past two 
days on tho west coast Repardless; 








Loulsville 


Grbiteetre See the pP 


re Cele 
te were re eived, 


AVE 1: » i r t yy 
nf what control or co-ardinations W A\ E ! uc 1 a ul y eal 0 tv Oo 
| poresle one Steve the Thoevse erorty af 
¢ , *avern on - ante) | ! { 
that the Government may institutes) ite, Or, Wilson and Be 
commercial radio has already proved! 
. both experienced broadcasters, who| 
that it can take any sudden series of | 
ndenactng, Uted a 15-minute discussion of the 
crises in stride. Both broadcasting sitenatito 
uallio 
and American listeners, it 15 felt, 


have been prettv well conditioned to 


Cincinnati— WLW located tn the |‘! 


JEAN SABLON 


repertoire is surefire— 
the stafd Persian Room resounded 
time und again with insistent re 
cota for encores'—Abel, Variety: 


Exclusive Decca Recordings 
Direction: 
WHtELlAM MORRIS 


‘Saltlon’s 


AGENCY 











| Navy 


‘tung on 


Reed |winter 
"5 


WHAS aired AP. dispatches as re- | MRN-Power 


by the Fords for specialized 
training of seamen, via the regular 


radio program. It was then switched 


over tou Great Lakes, IL, where Rear 
{Admiral John Downes, commandant 
lof the Ninth Naval District, accepted 
, the busldang for the Navy. 


| Station suggests other staffs follow| During the program the 1,600 re- 


now stationed at the Ford 


‘plant wee gathered im the a@udit- 
' 


orium of the new center to listen to 


4 | the remote dedication ceremonies. 


Regina. Sark --In an attempt to 


} stimulate local interest in the Regina 
As fitst reports of hos-) Rifle Regiment, the regiment is put- 


four 
wer CROCK, 


half-hour programs 
137 ftir the 


First has already been held 


Auring 


Calgary, Alta.—Construction of @ 
shortwave broadcasting 


station. which would he world-wide 





Radio Industry Mobilizes Fast 
. = \ 
Bird’s-Eye View 
United States attacked by Japs; war declared by Congress; networks 
and stations open 24 hours daily; thos# in San Francisco, Seattle, Port. 
land, under army orders, closed down as enemy airplanes are picked out 
by detectors. Radio ajations wiring President offering fullest cooperation, 
standing by for w er may be needed. Studio audiences accommo. 
dated outside NBC and CBS headquarters tn San Francisco, as latter es- 
tablishment under strict guard against sabotage. Searcblights playing on 
transmitter towers; 65,000 amateur relay broadcasters ordered off air until 


further notice by James L: Fly of FCC. Hasty installation of substitute 
communications in case telephone lines go bad. 








Nen-Web Stations Serviced 
Radio networks are being liberal] in the matter of providing non-network 
local stations with service from Washington. President Roosevelt's talk to 
Congress Monday noon (8) was freely available through network telephone 
switchboards to nearly any broadcaster asking for it. 





On Wrong Network 

Once that the initial bulletins had been cleared over their facilities the 
networks moved into heavy action to bring in correspondents from Hono- 
lulu and Manila and pick up reactions from Washington. In between 
there was a steady oral outflow on the part of staff commentators. In the 
excitement of feeding the networks out of Manila Sunday a staff corre- 
spondent found himself talking over the wrong network. He was Colum- 
bia's Ford Wilkins and the NBC-Blue was the recipient of the first account 
from this spot following the Jap onslaught on the United States. Rated 
by the trade as the most graphic of the first two days pickup was the 
description Monday (8) by Bert Silen and Don Bell of the Jap’s aerial 
attack on Philippine military objectives Mutual however. was the first 
netwoik to obtain transmission from Manila, with Royal Arch Gunnison 
the correspondent. 

Violated Ironclad Rule 

Throughout Sunday night and Monday the three webhg maintained at 
intervals pickups from such other points as London, Buenos Aires, Singa- 
pore, Ankara, Russia, Santiago, Sydney, Rio de Janeiro, Mexico City and 
Russia. Mutual inadvertentiy set a precedent Monday (8) by maintaining 
the pickup from the House of Representatives folowing the speech by 
President Roosevelt and relaving to listeners the House's proceedings on 
the war resolution. The latter broadcast was cut abruptly when Fulton 
Lewis, Ji, Mutual's commentator on the scene, was told he was violating 
an ironclad rule, against such broadcasts. 

Both CBS and NBC put their shortwave facilities also on a 24-hour 
basis starting Sunday night (7). 

WHN Program Policy Shift Confused 

Station WHN, New York, has had its plans for a gradual change of pro- 
gram policy upset, at least for the time being, by the war. As 1s true of 
must sad stations, war news and national government cooperation takes 
precedence since Sunday afternoon over everything Since acquiring 
ONO watts recently WHN has been turning attention to the need for 
improved, and classier, programming A 90-day transition period from 
former to future levels of quality was, and still is Ngured 

Japs Timed Well For WNEW 
WNEW, New York. enjoyed a ‘break’ in that the first Sunday the Japs 


its 











t ‘ { ‘ , h + + : oy Te one Nantes one : bentied upon Peart Harbor wae alee the fist Sunday under which WNEW 
t rrrferrrice rer ive eer . err er ’ i | ‘rr he . 2 ’ on ? “ 
. bbeheh g6h) peda baad Ghee betabbedeees Cala? aay Goat t : d Ma ia daa als FECL wWavelcimll owayp witha WoV\ Wad lia full ttine 24 bout yg 
miGuot tillaue " » «art oma ithe federal governmen al Nii - : . > 
sorrccae ly by CBS covered the situation ade-|w p cid 1 | tion. Heretofore WNEW had gaps in its Sunday schedule big enough for 
justments that may come will be ab- W. E Gladstone Murray, general tl +} 
;, fea. al | Quately. Station does not carry any : a battleship to pass thiough 
sorbed with smoothness and pre- comemantetne er a a : manager of the Canadian Broadcast- Cone built pts flinch ceorvlce arannd Inhn P Kennedy 
or a) $ ‘fp yIa nha n tran al s < . 
cision } oe I Pome Corp here ewe 
| ie CBS net WOrK Stall WINN ii 
New Business broke into programs with bulletins! It 1s undefstood that the station The No Radice Predicament 
Onlv thing that the ns twork are | received and WGORC interrupted | YOUl4 me uses fe ¢ iid ge = Quectinn quickly asked in exact when news came through of radio sta- 
, -: wbheret ttre %; t . ‘ ae 
Bid Ud, Ud p-apresibaiovss oY se be oh Y any and all programs being aired’ * er : itted T tions silenced on Pacific slope was this o 
fect that outbreak of war will have | whenever bulletins of sufficient: im.) >t#tes and other part, of the world ‘How do they keep the public under authoritative instructions 
on new business. They are not con- portance were received Also understood that cost would. be | 0 I — - saeaic ica atatiatal 
cerned with the accounts already on a $500,000 and mainter®nce and op- , s 
the hooks, but they ars mdering | . - eretronal cost: would be about SANTA CLAUS SPARED 
vn : Denver.—After the start of war in | e5 y 000 | 
whether the sudden engulfment of the Pacific. Neville Miller : yang | ed OU a year —- 
this country in hectrlity writ cause | of the organization, sent the follow- |, “OF Murray said it was a mat-| Only His Programs Escape Cincy 
} MhIZALION, Sen 1e O1LOW . . : 
prospective advertisers to be un et tabicane te Peeciens ‘etait ter of government policy and he was | War Interruptions . e 
towardly influenced by uncertacnti The Nat oe a | not In the j tion to discuss it “ " 
nite ana ge he National Association of Broad- | | Cincinnati. Dec. 9 
hye cates ; Pitot aac fai les €X-| casters stand ready to serve you in | sae Minas > 6 
= 3S Rs emselves as confident that | every way possible We await word| Pinehurst, N. C Rush Hughes| Santa Claus programs were the 
mn « » se anKk é at ) ac . | ] 
e a verti er rank ; far as broad- | fram yay ac to your desire now doing the principal narration | only ones not laterrupted by war 
Casting as concern: wall remain - on Columbia’ The §&p "41," 
as rit of ‘41 bull . , ‘ 
Mie int rae ee oe . : . . ’ ulletins here. Crosley has quad- 
a tty intact for some time and their Detroit Ford Sunday Evening] half-hour program orig nating from 
c obi are particularly aware of the | Hour used its last program for the}; Army camps, navy yards, aviation rupled guards at and has had engi- 
an audiences that the present sit- | dedication ceremony of the new Re-| bases, etc. Burgess Meredith han-| neers at its two transmitter stations i 
uatio 2) Ss 1e ‘re ‘e Tay, 
sation provides them creation Center of the Navy Service| dled the assignment before he re-| deputized as armed civil officers 


The networks yesterday (Tues- 
day) were inclined to the belief that 
the policy of 24-hour operations 
which went into effect Sunday (7), 
will he adropped-et the end of thts 
week, providing Germany does not 
add to the crisis in the interim by 
either joining. or showing signs of 


School 
the 


which has been installed at 
company's River Rouge plent 
Edsel Ford, president of the company 
but acting on behalf of his father. 
Henry,-made the presentatton cf-thz 
center, which like other parts of the 
school have been given the U. S. 





— ee’ 


' 
joining, its Axis ally, Japan, in open | 
conflict. Meanwhile all 

works 
periods for news bulletin interpella 
tion as far as commercial programs 
are concerned. With NBC it’s one 
minute on all 15-minute 


programs, 
the first tw. inutes on all half-hour 
Shows and two minutes after the ——— ? 
middle chime on 60-minute pro- 


grams. .Mutual is taking the first 
minute on the half-hour-of all com All_network outlets took extraer- 
mercials, while Columbia is recap- | dinary precautions against sabotage 
turing the first five minutes out of | >¥ posting guards at studios and 
the half-hour. transmitters. NBC supplemented ctiy 

Within a couple of hours after the | Police with Pinkertons and boarded 


Hollywood, Dec. 9 





metworks had flashed their initial 
bulletins on the Hawaii attack at 
around 2:30 p.m. Sunday normal 
rotation of one commercial program 


up the master control. The front 
entrance was closed and all visitors 
were subjected to severest scrutiny. 


Columbie's transmitter at Torrance 








after another ended. Chunks of Was under heavy guard, and sand- 
sponsored periods were either se- | 88S were thrown up in preparation 
Questered for news or these programs — any eventuality. a 
were canceled altogether. Only pro-|St¥°re Tescaint READ ssiation 
was completely +*~ : . 
blacked out Sunday night, consider- fo eager to get Jump on networks. 
ing both the original and repeat | one caught out of line yet, but in- 
hookups, was Lipton Tea’s Helen dustry is Guarding against act which 
Hayes show. President Roosevelt's grin Bn badge ag 
: ond a before Congress Mon- | 7 p.m, Monday by official yon Ba 
y atternoon (8) took all commer- | when it was feared enemy planes 
cial networks off the air and there were Off coast 
were similar eliminations when rv 
Prime Minister: Churchill made his/| 4 
talk to the Empire about an hour | 
And a quarter later. 





Network Staions were placed on 
ash basis with news heads in com- 
mand breaking in or eancelling pro- 
grams at any time. 


turned to film work on the Coast, 


| Transmitter at Mason, Ohio, 22 miles Foreign language radio stations in 


John Chartes Daly off¢n teaming! from Cincy, powers WLWO, 75,000-| the New York City area met yes- 
with him. On a recent broadcast watt international shortwaver, terday (Tuesday) at four pm. in 
from here, Captain Willis Cooper,| strongest in western hemisphere. 


who scripts the show, and Brewster TCrosicy ts also operating WEXU, ex- 


Morgan, producer, were among the 
reporters of army manoeuvers. 


nen ators: | Qensationalism’ in Effort fo Scoop 
Rivals Called Wholly Inappropriate 


| News Zest Irks | 


Continued from page 25 














uallies or damage — government 
doesn't like too much independent 
enterprise on part of radio. Direct 
pickups are especially irritating 
since information {s retailed to pub- 
lic without prior checking with 
federal agencies. Radio's anxiety to 
do most complete and colorful job 
possibly may bring unwanted re- 
Strictions, Self-restraint is expected 
of both networks and individual 
station to make sure populace-terri- 
fying unreliable reports do not cir- 
culate. Otherwise, the government 
will take the club out of the closet. 

The FCC seems far more sympa- 
thetic to radio than other federal 
agencies, particularly the War and 
Navy Departments. Bat whether the 
commish can maintain control is 
atical, in view of Presiden- 
ity under Communications 











the—Manhattan studios of WttOM, 


perimental station. at 500,000-watts| Jersey City. Representatives of 


from midnight to six in morning,} WOV, WWRL, WBNX, WBYN and 
WLW and WSAI bulstering six| WEVD attended with the lcca of 
teletype-service of INS and AP news| formulating a joint policy for all 


with Reuters New Service. These} !ingvals against whom some prejue 


stations are refusing visitors and | dice exists. Robert 
originating audience programs f1um| WWRL, meantime, has Robe: 
Netherland Plaza hotel. Catherwood as general manager, 





| while William Reuman continues as 
i yood was six years 

South American stations in Cadena| President. Catherwoo 
Radio Inter-Americana network to| With WOR as a salesman. a ad 
rebroadcast all newscasts became a specialist on small sta co 
;' reorganizations and joined up wit 

WCKY, CBS affiliate; WKRC, i? 
Mutual link and indie WCPO hn Se ls ee 


tis @ropping his consultant office to 
added newsmen and announcers for eoncentrate on WWRL. 
emergency. 


WLWO has given permission to 15 








Intermittent Broadcasts 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Overcast skies and showers caus- 
ing low visibility put Coast radio 
on its guard Tuesday morning and 
stations along this seaboard were 
allowed to broadcast five minutes 
every half hour. Monday night 
when planes were reported off Coast 
only one minute in 30 was permitted 
to broadcast instructions to defense 
workers and warnings to keep to 
homes and stay off street. 


‘ Downtown newspapers reported 
biggest extra sales in years as radio 
silenced during morning hours and 
people eager for latest war develop- 
ments, with nearby Frisco the nerve 
center. 

Broadcasting was resumed here 
from 12:30 Tyesday afternoon under 








fairly formal conditions. 


LOUDSPEAKER NEWS 
FED DRUG STORES 


San Antonio, Dec. 9. 

Lowe drug stores here present 8 
daily five-minute newscast each 
morning from KABC. Additionally 
a special line will bring to passers- 
by of the drug stores, the latest 
world news from the KABC news- 
room ev, hour on the hour. 

Loudspeakers will air the latest 
news which will not be broadcast 
over the -station until its regular 
news periods. 








WMEX, buston, has taken over 
traditional space to double its pres- 
ent studfo and office facilities. 
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TRANSPOSE INTO NEW KE 
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2d Floor of Radio City for Blue Web 


When NBC divorces the operations of the Blue Network from the 
Red Jan. 1 the former wih carry the corporate tag of The Blue Net- 
work, Inc. Niles Trammell will remain president of the Red Network 
and assume the board chairmanship of the Blue Network. RCA-NBC 
powers have vet to decide whether Mark Woods is to become presi- 
dent of the Blue and Edgar Kobak executive v.p. or vice versa. 

In another couple weeks the staff attached to the Blue will start 
moving down to the second floor of the rear section of the RCA build- 
ing so that eventually the Blue Network will have its entire personnel 
on the lower floors and the Red on the upper. One problem that 
RCA-NBC has yet to sulve has to do with the Blue’s future corporate 
alliance. The officers of the two companies have to make a guess on 
whetrer the Blue will make or lose money before determining for 
tax purposes whether to make the Blue a subsidiary of RCA or of 
NBC 


QUICK CHANGES. 
FOR PATRICTION 


Many Programs Ripped 
Apart at Short Notice to 
Introduce Songs Barred 


Previously as ‘Unneutral’ 








RULES DISSOLVE 











Quick changes in program policies 
and broadcast practices are following 


+ 





the tivtise patty given Unele Sa 





Peabody Awards Go to Programs 
Rather Than Broadcasting Stations 


—— 


The Peabody Awards which were) bayette Krum Writing 


Sunday (7). It will be open season 
fiom now on with regard to Japanese 
villains and villainy. ‘The conserva- 
tive neutrality of the networks has 


already been relaxed. For once the 
reactian’ 





‘other cide'’ec tens ve 


portant. There ts no other side sirce 


by the little gnomes from Nippon on 


NBC Ready to Forget ‘Exclusivity’ 


While Still Denying Right of FCC 
Peremptorily Ordering That Result 





Feed Him Corn 





Less flippancy, more corn. 
That is the new prescription for 
‘The Thin Man’ series which 
Woodbury has renewed as of 
Dee 31 

William N. Robson, of Lenneén 
& Mitchell, made this diagnosis 
of the program's needs 








7, WRANGLE ON 


ELLERY QUEEN 
SALE 





Snauzurated last year through the | HW . | the surprise party, except those little 
School of Journalism of the Uni From er } ennsy Farm »enumes fiaus Nippon eed thei 
ersity of Cerepig «x , ' 
’ ) "hia weg Ping ace Miss Fayette Krum, Chicago radio trtietts 
agg i ; Cn: i h: ee vel iter, is resuming professional ac-,| Cnuracteristic of the sudden about- 
The advisory boar Mg —e & pj tivity but this time with New York | face that those rising sons of banshai 
] elas ‘ vin alas . re . , 
#ial pact bbb , mo New sail e . es las her market and her Bucks Coun-| produced in American radio pro- 
. . + i 3 | ore , - , 6 
the whore a eres Edward | '%: Pa, farm as her workshop. One| Srams in a few hours was the ‘Keep 
de fi > , ; LCi We nt ~ 2 ° 
under care po Rage vi Sent | of her serics is now with Clarence | Em Rolling’ session over Mutual at 
duper’ — 2 the M gp “9 a, Moenser, at NBC 1N-IN Pm. Sunday on behalf of tt 
’ ’ . vassing 
7 een = } 7 a a “ ae the | She's been relaxing since e break- Office of Production Management 
oe ' . ‘ : 1 veo > ove . 
the 4 re 1a5S om eae i down some time ago | This show Was ripped apart at 7 p.m 
one most responsible with these quick change: 
\wards will probably annear in| Flmer Rices Flight to the West 
Maict Unbike the thitial aue, last | ‘ as mae rerreed «co that the clipper t ! 
. 2 } ( te 
sear they wall not be c nfine 1 to} Director Edwin Wolfe off from Hongkong, not Lisbon. Lines 
vedic Ons l i + 3 ie 
110 stations but will Fe emer the | ’ . | ere interpolated to refer to the Jay's 
J er prizes in singling out pro- Off P y Sh ‘end brin t} id 
g the tale of aggression up 
grams rather than organizations. | epper oung OW tu Pareging : 
Special merit in newsceasting, drama- | Af Ni Yy R ' rid , 
: Aimrn verviend the enrech 
; | f t spe 
fo Bote a ter Nine Years Ram. 1 Pee 
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thinks 


office 


Music Corp, of America 
that the William Morris 


_ | should share with it the commission 


\that the latter is slated te evllect on 
the ‘Ellery Queen’ series which the 
Ruthrauff & Ryan agency has bought 
for Bromo. Seltzer MCA contends 
that the deal with R&R was in proc- 
ess of negotlation by the writers of 


‘Ellery Queen,’ Manfred Lee and 
Fred Dannav. before their contract | 
with MCA had expired whieh wes 


about a month ago Though Tee and 


Dannay turned over their radio}; 
representation to the Morris office 
in the interim, it was they them- 
selves that worked oul the details 
of the contract with R&R The 
Morris office moved in for the clos 
ie 


| WGN, 


With the trial of its injunction ac- 
tion against the Federal Communi- 
cation up Le- 
fore special N. Y. federal tribunal 
Monday (15), NBC has advised 
affiliates that it is prepared to ahban- 
don the principle of exclusivity 


Commission coming 


contracts are con- 
the network would 
insist on obtaining firm options in 
any agreements made with as-oci- 
ated outlets. This information 
contained in a letter sent out 
week by William Hedces NBC 
in charce of station relation 

| The letter made it clear that 
taprte the ehante of attitude 
i; question of exclusive att 
j did the 
| 41 e 
tions between 


far as station 
| cerned hut that 





Vp 


aon 
tieory 


not recognize horitys 


ECC ilating Sennen 


fer reer 


network 


and affil 


was an 


ar? 
number 


| of exclusivity ar 


| whereby a specific 


on an affiliated station world be 
made available to NPC. on'v for 
thooktp sale and such optioned time 
Lcouhl not be offered ty ovtverty ers 
by any one network Uncer the 
rules promulveated by the FCC the 


| principle of first network 


erved would prevail in the di.po.al 
of a station’s hookup time 

Hedges’ letter also stated that the 
network w of the opinion § that 
there should be no etrife within the 
fonclustry at this time There are 
some 2U Stations with which NBC 
now has contracts which expres- 
‘sively bar the taking of commercial 


programs from any other network. 


its 


was 
last 


de- 
thee 
NBC 
of 
telg- 
ste, 
Atl that NBC wanted in the matter 
roment 
of hours 


come first 


7? 
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BILL BACHER - 


EXITS WGN IN 
SPRING 


Dec. 9. 
ago Thea’ 


Chi 
‘Chie 


operetta series 


ago 
re 


come 


When the current 
of the Ajir’ 
pleted in the early spring. Bill Bacher 
leave Station WGN, where he 
has been program director since 1939, 
3acher has never had a contract with 
working week to week for 
nearly three years. 

Bacher is leaving because he could 
not submerge himself as an individe- 
| ual into the Chicago Tribune set-up 
}in which only one man, Col. Robert 
| R. McCormick, counts The. latter 
}imported Bacher and has issuéd the 
order sa tet him. 


{s 


wiht 


Rocky Clark, radio editor of 
Bridgeport Post, renewed f al 
newscasting on WICC for Bevere 
wyck beer. 





Correct Answers 


vensed last 
A judges | previously dropped ‘Second Hus- ae _ =. a ae The Star By show will Ne, shed “ er the 
NNER | band.’ Tuesday nighte an CRS for | . Ducat i inane: Mieue Wisk ail q BC-Red after the first of the year 
Bayer Asperin (Blackett-Sample- | ans 3 debe. te ae ena ages att The east and middlewest will hear | 
Hummert), being succeeded by | , nis pi it Saturday nights from 1:30 to & 
; minute Ivricizine. Instead of worry- pm. EST and the west. Thursdas 
LAD | F S H 0 M F James Church. Wolfe has directed ling about the ‘Poles end Crechs in hic 4s a ee ts tas tae 
‘Pepper’ for nine years rT Berlin's thematic. *Arme for ue pied hoars oe a Seer 
| Chick Vincent, already directing | i a Me |. instance it will follow ‘The Aldrich 
sf . ‘ ene | the Love of America.’ Howard Dietz pamity’ R&R is still to line up the 
Woman of Courage,’ on CBS for interpolated phrases pertaining to the! .. Ais, 
Colgate-Palmolive-Pect (Ted Bates | y,.- alice added were excerpts from cast. and the direction probably will 
agency), takes over the handling of o Mhaecnie ‘alliiaans anil arnt ie direct pi hee sogio a + Bigot the 
‘Pepper’ Elaine Sterne Carrington plus for te Red | Pacicigahaietegs —* sta A, iy a got | 
continues as author, also wrihhs Beortin sone ‘Angels of Meres Al! the oo : ” a ter a yaad 
‘When a Girl Marries,” via NBC-Red more vivid ‘Pledze of Allegiance’ se- iderable su denegidasad rae it was sole 
for General Foods (Benton & | quence reflected the fact that ‘now > summer pinchhitter to Gulf 
sles) sed ay 
a ‘laa ght es — ae Lee and Dannay were influenced 
J a casters are perhaps only finto takmg a straight satary from 
Ladies Home Journal will go net- | F T0 RUN | nominally concerned about Wal- | per and not seckina t0.s0l8 the beo- 
work either after the first of the LEW VALENTIN ogg es ecg. wee — yeti Zram on a package basis by their 
year or in ths fatt of 1942 the} KPAB LAREDO “TEXAS stupid Gaaeaaeedie ‘ahusee is ex. teins W et — regpeds ge Mash 
management cf the magazine would ’ ’ ected. But the subject has been )2¢'¢F ack on the air an erevy | 
like to use radio to get over the idea well thrashed out a moreover, |&¢t @ lift for the aneeere, book 
that the literary and editorial policy San Antonio, Dee 9 Washington, knowing it must justify tand picture versions of Ellery 
of the publication today represents| yew Valentine, the original Dr. | itself as the seat of a genuine dem- | Sueen. 
quite a difference over what it was |] Q. for Mars Candy over NBC, has | cracy, is likely to be sensitive | — 
years ago. In other words, it makes | become a partner in the Pan-Amer- | about unreasonable or excessive re- | Writers On Staff 
@ strong appeal for the current] ican Broadcasting Co. owners and |Strictions. | John Lageman, radio writer, has 
vogue, as far as women are con- operators of station KPAB, Laredo, | There is J feeling of strong agree- | joined the shortwave staff of the U 
cerned, in clothes, literary taste and | Texas. ment with Edward R. Murrow. CBS’; § Coordinator of Informat it 
socio-economic ideas. | Valentine will take over the duties London representative. who said dur-| New York 
N. W. Ayer is the agency and one | of manager of the station which op- | ng a talk at Waldorf-Astoria. N.Y.’ Already working with the same 
of the programs submitted to the! erates on 1490 kilocycles with a last week that he. for one, w uld re- outfit are oas R. Jackson and 
account ig ‘Mr. and Mrs. North.’ {| power of 250 watts jfuse the responsibility of broadcast-' Harry Herrman also air scripters 
icinsiaanignsiniteiiTmindnianaaesia ing news during wartime from a! — ieianaiiee 
i belligerent country that did not 
maintain a system of censorship 
Calls Radio Comedians Too Sass Telephone Hour Monday night at | Big er + Cash for 
y 18 pm. over the NBC red was entire- 
{ 


} tv revised so that it could be imter- 
lrupted at will for news flashes. As 
with many another show, the entire 
ensemble closed with the national 
janthem. 


-- = 


Mrs. D. M. Lewis Swings Away From Kid Programs 
to Rap the Funnymen 


o_—_ 


St. Louis, Dec. 9. more and more ad lib stuff into the 
“Comedians on certain popular | programs. 

= shows think themselves Yaore; As the guest of the broadcasting | 
mportant than fhe radio industry | stations in St. Louis, Mrs. Lewis also eatio 
itself and a thr of cancellation ot | flayed the broadcasters by charging eT —— ne oe 
their contracts means nothing to | that in a survey of 375 stations made/ “the station had "formerly been 
them as they can go to another bank-, by the Radio Division of Iowa Uni- with intesnations| Medic Seles 
roller, was the assertion of Mrs.| versity. through a grant of $4,000 wihiats Weteen until two weeks ago 
Dorothy M. Lewis, v. p. of the Radio; from General Mills, it was found | 108 general mesener 
Council on Children’s Programs in a/ that 22 carry no children's entertain- | Wes @ ; 
spiel here last week. She also! ment, and only 6% of radio time is 
charged that some of these comed-' devoted to children entertainment Ft. Wayne.—Two new singers have 
fans don't pay much attention to their ‘and this per cent is only slightly’ joined WOWO-WGL staff. They are 
Sponsors, arbitrarily refuse to, higher when educational features are | Harriett O'Rourke, coloratura sopra- 


change their script and are injecting | cluded. ] no, and Tom Straggand. 


Sam Hasdling WOL 


WOL. Washington. has turned its 








| 


of: 


; pled by the sponsor, 


Bob Hawk New Quiz for Camels “ Pay Up to $800 


Under Certain 


‘How Am I Doing”’ which Bob 


Hawk starts Jan. 9 for Came} cig-.t 


arets, is said to involve a unique 
audience-partic:pation angle Two 
teams are to be selected from 
studio audience and will compete in 
answering questions submitted in ad- 
vance by listeners, Each team will 
Start out with a sizable bankro!!. sup- 
and will pay 
off to the opponents fur questivn 
missed. Amounts involved will start 
at $5 and. under ‘certain circum- 
stances. will go cs high as $800 
Members of each team will divide j 


the ! 


Circumstances 


the money its side has at the end of 
the program. Hawk cuonce.red and 
developed the formula fur the alow, 


Betty Garde to Stage 


Betty Garde, lead in ‘We, the Abe 
botts,” General Foods serial on NBCe- 

' Red |WEAF) has resigned fram the 
show as of the end of this week te 
g9 into a Broadway play. Her re- 
D.acement isn't set 

i Benton & Bowles is the agency. 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Death of David Sarnoft’s mother postponed NBC ,board meeting sched- 
uled for last Friday (5) to Monday in New York....Another profound 
shock to NBC was passing of Walter C. Preston in his sleep Friday night 
_... Jack Fatt succeeds Ross Evans under Johnny Johnstone at the 
Birthday Ball office....Hal Rorkes from Hollywood living in Forest Hills 

__Fefe’s Monte Carlo floor show televized last week....Harry Goodman 
launched ‘Fables for Fun’ Saturday at 11:30 a.m. over blue. 


Laurence Hammond working on ‘We, the People’ for Young & Rubicam 
....Charlie Cantor, already a fixture on the Fred Allen and ‘Duffy’s Tav- 
ern’ show, now a regular on the Friday night Philip Morris series.... 
Joyce Hayward and Betty Winkler joined ‘Light of the World’ cast.... 
Dudley Connolly, WWRL program director, an expectant father... .F1 ank 
Dahm has a new mystery series being auditioned by NBC....‘Heirs of 
Liberty’ replacement for Rex Stout on NBC-Red (WEAF)... .It’s scripted 
by Dorothy Donell, of the immigration section, Dept. of Justice... .‘Un- 
limited Horizons,’ science show from the California Institute of Tech- 
nolozy, starts Dec. 19 on NBC-Red....It was heard on the Blue last year 
....Sandra Michael, author of ‘Against the Storm,’ to Chicago for about 
week's visit....‘Bachelor’s Children,’ temporarily with Ted Bates agency, 
goes soon to Ward Wheelock....Joseph O’Brien, recently production as- 
sistant to Norman Corwin, joined the radio department of Young & 
Rubicam....Paul Reveal, night control supervisor at WOR, on leave of 
absence for a communications job in South America....Colleen Ward 
added to ‘Orphans of Divorce’ and Edith Spencer joined ‘Stella Dallas’ cast. 

Louise Frances Quigley, former model, replaced Helen Baylis as 25th 
floor receptionist at WOR....Lester Vail back directing ‘John’s Other 
Wife’ after staging the Theatre Guild’s production of ‘Hope for a Harvest’ 
....Marjorie Kent new secretary in the WOR publicity department, suc- 
ceeding Helene Burton, who was married..,.Ethel Remey, actress on the 
‘Mr. Keen’ series, understudying in the Edna Ferber-George S. Kaufman 
play, ‘The Land Is Bright’....Cora Witherspoon, Hollywood character 
actress, auditioned and went into the cast of ‘Against the Storm’ the 
same day....While Texaco’s Metropolitan Opera broadcasts are contin- 
ued, WNYC is discontinuing its Saturday afternoon recorded opera per- 
formances....‘Your Army’ series and the ‘University Life’ show from 
Columbia University dropped by Mutual....Last week’s was the washup 
broadcast for Jimmy Fidler....Isabel Leighton, co-author of ‘Spring 
Again,’ at the Henry Miller theatre, bicycling between radio guest shots 
....Appeared with Bessie Beatty, Isabel Hewson, ‘Other People’s Busi- 
ness’ and Martha Deane within a single week:...Fred Barr airing a new 
twice-weekly recorded series, ‘Design for Listening,’ via WWRL....Alvin 
Josephy scripting and Robert Louis Shayon directing ‘1941 in Review,’ 
airing Dec. 28 on Mutual....Clinton Winant, brother of John G. Winant, 
ambassador to Britain, Columbia’s new correspondent in Vichy. 

James Beach, assistant to Lyn Murray at CBS, has been upped to the 
shortwave script department. Hamilton O’Hara has been promoted to 
sound effects. Both are former page boys. 


+++¢ 





Allan Kent, who left radio spieling two years ago to write commercial 
jingles, is returning to WNEW with a Sunday program of recordings.... 
Spencer Bentley on Bill Stern’s ‘Sports Newsreel of Air’ last Saturday over 
WEAF-NEC Red Bernice Judis, managing director at WNEW, hosted 
on her birthday anniversary last week by station employees. 














ED EAST 


‘White 
Bedlam’ 
on WJZ daily are outstanding ex- 
amples of radio showmanship that 


Tea’ and 
broadcasts 


Rose 


Whose 
‘Breakfast In 


experience, 
radio 
sponsor's 


comes from 
planning and 
programs that 
product. 


years of 
performing 
sell the 











XMAS HIATUS 
ON INCOME TAX 
BOOK 


Seattle, Dec. 9. 
Simon & Schuster will suspend 
their radio campaign on the book, 
‘Your Income Tax’ for two weeks 
over the holidays and will resume 





| 


| handling the account. 


| 


inot attempt 


Jack Runyon, radio director of the Ted Bates agency, goes to the Coast | 


with his family Dec. 19 to vacation over the holidays....Genevieve Footh, 
assistant to George Brengle, casting director for Compton agency, suffered 
appendicitis attaek....Mrs. S. J. Evans, femme commentator of WMOB, 


Mobile, visiting members of the staff of WWRL, Woodside, N. Y....Rob- 
ert Ross, of the Procter & Gamble radio department, in New York for 
agency huddles....Lyons & Lyons is handling William Ford Manley’s new 
serial, ‘The Amazing Miss Jelicot’....Norman Corwin’s ‘Plot to Overthrow 
Chrisimas’ will be revived as a special show Dec. 25 by CBS....Saroyan’s 
‘There’s Something I Got to Tell You’ will also be aired by the same net- 
work Christmas night....Afraid that tossing of a pumpkin pie on last 
week's ‘Truth or Consequences’ show would draw criticism of wasting 
food, Ralph Edwards donated 100 pies to N. Y. Municipal Lodging House. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Harrison Holliway on the national committee for celebration of the 
President’s birthday....Shirley Temple guest list for the Elgin series com- 
pleted with signing of Robert Young, Lionel Barrymore and Humphrey 
Pogart in that order of their appearance....Producer Maury Holland and 
Scripter Joe Bigelow were orchided by John U. Reber for Chase & San- 
born broadcast of Nov. 30....Walter Wade and Thomas D’Arcy Brophy, 
agency heads, around town in the interests of their Coast shows... In join- 
ing up at NBC, Soundman Lloyd Creekmore has now made the rounds of 
the networks. 
Mutual....Betty Hutton set for 13 weeks on the Bob Hope snow... .Bristol- 





Myers renewed Franklin Bingman’s newscast series on NBC....Benny | 


Rubin and Jimmy Gleason waxed a comedy show about a fight manager 
and his stable of pugs for aSency presentation. ...Louella Parsons’ 35 weeks 
for Lifebuoy netted her $45,000, or $1,286 every Friday....John Christ, 
J. Walter Thompson producer, now doing public relations work for his 
outfit at Ford Ord, Cal., landed the Chase & Sanborn troupe for a camp 
origination....Kay Kyser optioned for another 13 weeks, which isn’t ex- 
actly news....Bill Morrow and Ed Beloin are now on their seventh year 
with Jack Benny as scripters....Hal Bock to New York for NBC home 
office publicity talks. ...‘Ellery Queen’ returning to the air under Bromo 


Seltzer bankrolling with William Gargan probably playing the lead.... | 
Mary Hanrahan, biz manager for Edgar Bergen, is dualing as talent buyer | 


for Kenyon & Eckhardt’s Chase & Sanborn show after Dec. 28. 


T mT T Y ’ 

IN SAN FRANCISCO ... 

Using Shirley Dinsdale and her dummy, ‘Judy Splinters,’ on KGO and 
in the store for personals, O’Connor-Moffat department store is doing three 
times as much toy department biz as last year....Les Malloy of KSAN 
has signed up more than 20 sponsors for his 11 p.m. to 2 a.m. interviews 
with diners in the Silver Rail, including competitive spots and theatres 
bankrollers include the Esquire theatre, the Music Box, Gayway, Zanzibar 
Trade Winds, Barn, Chinese Palace, Kasbah and Road to ‘Mandalay nite- 
ries, plus a cafe, ballroom, drug store. sedan service and commercial ac- 
counts such as Old King Cole Wines, Par-T-Pak Beverages and the Fur 
Doctor....KYA reported about to rejOin the ASCAP fold....Jack Kirk- 
wood of KFRC’s Breakfast Club has received a request from Billy House 
of Hellzapoppin for material. 

_KSFO is threatening to move in on Al Nelson's exclusive KGO-KPO 
tieup with the Chronicle. Deal is simmering whereby Alfred Franken- 
stein, Chronicle music critic, will do a Sunday commentary built around 
records from his private collection, under auspices of the Frisco Symphony 
association. Understood only hitch is that station wants to run show in 
opposition to CBS’s N. Y. Philharmonic concert, with possibilit: the local 
symph outfit might not go for the competitive idea. KSFO loses the CBS 
ag pine the web takes its wire to KQW Jan. 1. Sa) 

adio chatter appended to the Call-Bulletin’: i ‘ 
dropped, reportedly on orders from San eely oe wie eee ee ee 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Bob Bailey added to-‘Romance of Helen Trent’ and H i 
Bail : ton erb Butterfield 
new with | Woman in White’ show....Helen van Tuyl back on ‘Right to 
Happiness after three-week trip to California....Chuck Ostler back at 
work at WLS in production department after month’s struggle with pneu- 





p SLOT ET a . custo | and 
He had previously slammed doors for CBS and Don Lee- | coe “ 
i 


| Fifth 


| do 


broadcasting on Jan. 5, according to 
Edwin A, Kraft, manager of North- 
west Radio Advertising Co., agency 
What devel- 
oped inte one of the largest, if not,} 
the largest, spot campaigns in radio | 
history, now using 588 stations, will 
to compete with heavy | 
Christmas commercial schedules, but } 
will be on the air again after the| 
holidays and will run continuously | 
for eight weeks, Jan. 5 to Feb. 28. 

A series of new platters are being | 
recorded and will be in the hands | 
of the stations on Dec. 30. 

Wm. H. Wise & Co., New York 
book publishers, will begin an ex- 
tensive radio campaign over approxi- | 
mately 100 stations on or about Jan. | 
5 to plug a new book now on the | 
presses. Northwest Radio Advertis- | 
ing Co. here is handling the details. | 





MIGUEL GABRIEL IN N.Y. 
Aldana From Mexico Reps Cuban 
Stations in U. S. A. 

Dec. 9. | 
who with Angel | 
radio station CMQ 
COCO in Havana, | 
chain of stations in Santa 
Clara, Cameguey and Santiago de 
Cuba, is in New York buying equip- 
ment to add a 10,000-watt unit in 
Holguin and a 1,000-watt station in 
Pinar del Rio. 

B. Fernandez Aldana, a Spaniard | 
with Mexican citizenship, has been 
named representative for the chain 
in New York. 

Gabriel, whose COCO is the most 
powerful shortwave in Cuba, is re- 
ported dickering with CBS and NBC 
for rebroadcast of Cuban programs. 


Havana, 
Miguel 
Cambo 


Gabriel, 
operates 
short wave 








Murrow’s St. Paul Dates 
Minneapolis, Dec. 9. 
Edward Murrow, CBS foreign cor- 
respondent, is scheduled for lecture | 
appearances here Feb. 1 and 2. The| 
District Federated) Women’s | 
clubs will sponsor his Feb. 1 lecture | 
at the Minneapolis Auditorium and| 
the St. Paul Women’s Institute will | 
likewise for the St, Paul Audi-| 
torium appearance the next day. 
While here, Murrow will be the | 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet is reported as miffed at CBS for the Friday 10 
to 10:30 p.m. spot going to Procter & Gamble aiver the Ward Wheelock 
agency had put in a bid for the period in behalf of Palmolive. P&G 
will use half hour for the ‘Hap Hazard’ show, while Wheelock was inter- 
ested in capturing it for ‘Junior Miss.’ 

William Ramsey, head of P & G's radio division, who had bought 
‘Hazard’ to plug Ivory Soap, was persOnally responsible for the coup that 
got his company the Friday night inning. The time segment had been 
abandoned only the day before, last Thursday (4) by still another soap 
combine, Lever Bros. Latter had used it for Louella Parsons’ ‘Hollywood 
Premiere,’ with Lifebuoy the product. P & G will have the period avail- 
able to it as of Jan. 2. 





The NBC press department at Radio “City invited all department heads 
and officers of the corporation to Toots Shor’s restaurant last night 
(Tuesday) for a mingling in an effort to bring about better understanding 
between the publicists and the men who expect the miracles. it’s a secret 
only to the sixth floor apparently that the NBC press staff pretty consis- 
tently feels that the top officers and many of the department heads are 
fantastically unrealistic about public relations and publicity generally. 
This the press staff dares not say out in the open but hopes to accomplish 
improvements by indirection where their subordinate position does not 
permit frankness. 

Meantile Hal Bock from Hollywood and Bill Ray from Chicago are 
in town for conferences with Albert Dale and John McKay. 





For the last five years there has been the closest kind of a tieup between 
radio station WEMP in Milwaukee and the Riverside theatre, both of which 
are situated in the Empire building. Organ recitals and man-on-the-street 
broadcasts originating in the lobby were daily events, and a microphone 
backstage frequently publicized stars appearing there. Now, however, the 
relationship has ended following an argument between C. J. Lanphier, 
head of WEMP, and L. F. Gran, head of the newly formed Standard-River- 
side Corp., which recently took over operation of the theatre. It was all 
about who was doing a favor to who and climaxed when the radio exec 
pulled out the wires. 

Because of the anticipated drop in the advertising expenditures of man- 
ufacturing firms affected by priorities several] prominent agencies have 
engaged in a scramble for patent medicine accounts which they figure will 
tide them over the expected drought. Under normal conditions these 
same agencies wouldn’t even consider bringing proprietary drug accounts 
into the fold. 

The questee agencies realize that the manufacture of bottles will not be 
in the least curtailed during the emergency because of the unlimited 
availability of quartz sand and that patent medicines, unlike the prescrip- 
tion type, aren’t dependent in huge measure on imported ingredients. 





Lifebuoy Soap (Lever Bros.) will shortly cut loose with a transcribed 
minute-announcement blast. It will be similar to the one that Pall Mall 
cigarets has used in various parts of the country. Whereas the cig’s theme 
was ‘Modern Design’ the soap blurb will assail listeners numerous times 
a day with the subject of B. O. Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency on either 
case. 

Agency is meanwhile setting up station schedules which will permit it 
to alternate batches of announcements for the two products but with a sep- 
arate contract for each. 

CBS has deferred issuing a formal letter to its clients telling about the 
switch of San Francisco. affiliates from KSFO to KQW Jan. 1 because of 
the tangle ‘that the latter outlet now finds itself in before the Federal 
Communications Commission. The grant of 50,000 watts to KQW has been 
calied off by the FCC pending a rehearing of the whole issue. KSFO 
would also like KQW’s new assignment. 


London program executive of the British Broadcasting Corp., who was 
reported disciplined for the BBC faux pas some time ago of congratulating 
the King of Italy on his birthday, has not, it is understood, been removed 


| from the BBC payroll, but simply given another job. 


Ruthrauff & Ryan agency is building a new show for Lifebuoy to re- 


Mlace Louella Parsons’ ‘Hollywood Premiere,’ which plays out its string 
I , pla} 
| tomorrow night. Likely that the new program will emanate from Holly- 


wood. 

Amos ’n’ Andy are doing all their broadcasts from their Offices in the 
Beverly Hills Bank building are costing them $200 
monthly with CBS dispatching an engineer to their studio daily. 


Line charges about 


Arthur Church of KMBC, Kansas City, is not a ‘principal stockholder” 
in station KITE, also of Kansas City. He owns only 4.7% of the total 
stock and has taken no active part in KITE station affaris in several years. 


_ 


Ray L. Olson, reported recently as central zone winner of the annua 
H. P. Davis announcer award, is a staff member at WOW, Omaha. In- 


correctly stated to be with WOWO, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


New WHN Commercials 


‘My Daughter, Betty,’ new live 
three-a-week serial on WHN, New 
York, is sponsored by Rokeach con- 
densed soups. Advertisers’ Broad- 
casting is the agency. 

Another new series on WHN is 
Capt. Tim Healy’s 10-minute ‘Ad- 
venture Club,’ Mondays through Fri- 


PHIZZ - WATER 
DROWNS FIC 
FROWN 








days, for Force cereal (Hecker 
Products). Maxon is the agency. 


Simon Ackerman clothes, through 
the Landau agency, has started 
three-nights-a-week sponsorship of 
the nightly news comment series by 


Washington, Dec. 9. 
Some of the fizz in radio-adver- 
tised carbonated water, produced by 
the New Century Beverage Co., Inc., 





guest of Earl Gammons, WCCO gen-| George Hamilton Combs, Jr. via! of San Francisco, has been taken out 
eral manager, the same station. by Federal Trade Commission. Mis- 
eae representation complaint issued by 
monia and flu....Latest edition to the Bob Strong orchestra, on the Brown | the Commish turned tables on the 


& Williamson tobacco air shows, is Al Lube who takes over in the trom- 


respondent, which advertised its 





bone section for Joe Bejcak, now in the army. 

Willard Waterman takes over male lead role of ‘John Fairchild’ in the 
Stepmother’ show, and additional casting includes Karl Weber and Harry 
Elders. ...Beryl Vaughan has written a book tagged ‘Little Racketeer’.... 
This week the ‘Ma Perkins’ show starts its ninth year, having been born 


| on WLW, Cincinnati, in 1933, and coming to NBC four months after its 


birth. ...WLS is now using 10 newscasts daily and has added Press Asso- 
ciation to its news services, giving the station UP, Trans-Radio and PA 
wires....W659C (Tribune’s FM) has its third sponsor, the Harding res- 
taurant chain, through Sorenson agency....New tie-up between WLS and 
Balaban & Katz theatres....In return for screening trailers in some 170 
B. & K. houses promoting ‘Quiz Kids’ and ‘March of Time’ programs on 
WLS, the station will furnish tie-in announcements when these shorts are 
playing the B. & K. houses. Station also pays for the trailers, 


Belfast Sparkling Water as follows: 
‘Lots of carbonated water is like a 
firecracker-—one blast of fizz and 
it’s all over... but Belfast keeps on 
sparkling in your glass long after 
others have fizzled out.’ e 
Besides charges that the company 
had misrepresented its drink-mixer 
as a product of Belfast, Ireland, 
F.T.C. complained that the mineral 
water ‘does not bubble from deep 
springs (as claimed in radio and 
other advertising) but is in fact pre- 
pared from water procured from a 








well located in San Francisco.’ 
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WEBS’ $107,500,000 YEAR © 
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$1,000,000 MONTH 
OR Mo LIKELY 


Mutual Now Only Network 
Giving Out Monthly 
Grosses on Times Sales— 
In November It Was 52.8% 
Over the Same Month a 
Year Ago 


ALL 11% UP 


The three major networks appear 
to be on the way to winding up 1941 
with a joint gross revenue of $107,- 
500,000 from the sale of time. The 
estimate for the year gives 

NBC, $55,000,000; 

CBS, $45,000,000; 

Mutual, $7,500,000. 

In 1940 the gross for all three webs 
was $96,500,000, with the difference 
representing an increase of around 
11%. It’s a record figure for all net- 
works. 

Mutual, which just now is the only 
one of the webs that releases its gross 
billings month by month, reached an 
all-time monthly high for itself this 
November with a total of $958,935. 
On this basis it should during the 
current month (December) establish 
its first $1,000,000 gross. Compared 
to November, 1940, the increase in- 
volved in last month’s intake is 


‘ 
> 


52.8%, while on the initial 11 months 





of the year 1941 is 58.1% over 1940 
WDAF’S Best Month 
Kansas City, Dec. 9 
WDAF, red net affiliate owned by 
the Kansas City Star, closed the 


month of November with the best 30 
day’s biz in history of the 
Volume for this period exceeded by | 


station. | 


15% business of November, 1940. Biz | 
for December is keeping pace and 
station time log is virtual sell-out. 

Clarence Brazeal, business man- | 
ager of Station KCMO, likewise an- | 
nounced that November 1941 gave | 
the best month’s business in the his- | 
tory of the station’s operation 

WDAF recently ued Rate Card } 
No. 13 effective Nov. 1, 1941. Day- 
time rates were upped an average ol 
10-15% with nighttime being slightly 
increased. Daytime quarter hour at 
$27.20 maximum time discount rate 
still el é WDAF : one of best 
b: | country’s station 





J.B. WILLIAMS ADDS | 
FLORIDA FOR WINTER | 


| 
| 


Williams haseadded the whole | 


NBC-Blue net 


J.B 
Florida group to its 


work for the winter season. 

The Blue’s sales department is 
launching a campaign to sell other 
of its clients on the same proposi- 
tion. 





ARLENE FRANCIS’ CHORES | 


| 
| 


Screen-Commentating and Author- | 


ing Pathe Shorts, Besides Radio 

Arlene Francis, radio a 1d legit 
actress, last week rted | 
track commentator and writer on 
‘Picture People,’ seri of hort re 
leased monthly by Pathe. She 
formerly read the comment on the 


same company’s fashion shorts, but 
this is her first scripting assignment. | 


Actress will again be femme in-| 
terrogator on ‘What’s My Name?’| 


when the program returns to the air | 
Jan. 6 on Mutual for Fleischmann’s | 
yeast. She also plays leads on the 
‘Help Mate’ and ‘Betty and Bob’) 
serials and is a regular member of 
the cast of ‘Duffy’s Tavern’ on CBS 
for Schick razor. 

She is the wife of Neil Agnew, | 
Paramount distribution head. 





Fort Worth—Wynona Portwood 
of KXOX, Sweetwater, Texas, has 
been added to the announcing staff | 
of station KGKO, replacing Jean | 
Campbell who resigned recently to | 
&0 to the west coast. | 


HALL ACTIVE AT WIBC F.D.R.’s New Record 


C. A. McLaughlin Leaves Indian- 
apolis Station The Cooperative Analysis of 


Hit Parade’ Weighs Format Change 








KA Broadcasting checked the speech 
Indianapolis, Dec. 9. of President Roosevelt Monday 
Station WIBC, local Mutual out- noon preceding the U. S. Decla- 
ink teed Seaah bechealled® j at ration of War. It was 65.7, a 
» Has just resnultied its executive} new high for daytime broad- 
staff. With the resignation of C. A. casting. 
McLaughlin, vice-president and gen- 
eral manager since the airer’s open- 
ing in 1938, H. G. Hall, president, 


assumes the general manager duties 
and takes a more active hand in op- 
eration, 

J. J, Flanigan, a member of the 


F.D.R.’s nighttime speech con- 
cerning the sinking of the de- 
troyer Greer rated 72.5. 


American Tobacco Co., sponsors of 
the Lucky Strike Hit Parade, may 
change the format of that show 

| within the next month. Questioned 

Pet Milk on WABC, N. Y.!/0n a report that the program was 
: , _ {dropping current Mark Warhow or- 

Pet Milk will mark its debut in | chestra and singers Barry Wood and 














P ta we . } " . 
Staff since the start, is upped to| the New York market with the ad-| Joan Edwards for a name band pol- 
commerce anager: Jack Morrow] a:s: |: ; 
sesconraigagda nen a Mane ~—- | dition of WABC, N. Y., for both its| icy, Lord & Thomas, show's agency, 
comes “Oogram airector, anda |, ee “4 . ' explaine + sue ~hang ac 
William Haley. formerly yy | Saturday Night Serenade’ and Lee | ©*! lained that suc a a change has 
am Haley, formerly of KMOX, | ; ;} been contemplated for some time. 


St. Louis, is appointed director of | Taylor series the week of Jan. 12. 


| Actual setup of a new show idea is 
rural programs. Gardner is the agency. | still in the talk stage, however. One, 


May Use Name Dance Orchestras—Now Has Mark 
Warnow, Barry Wood, Joan Edwards 


————— 


|or even two or three different dance 
orchestras picked up from wherever 
| they were working was one of the 
ideas mulled. 

Such a program format would be 
similar to the Coca-Cola ‘Spotlight 
|Bands’ shows, now running six 


| ° . 
‘nights weekly on Mutual network. 








| Toledo.—Al Snyder, formerly of 
WHKC and WOSU, Columbus, has 
| become an announcer at WSPD, To- 
ledo. 
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Tomorrow’ 


* 


It is highly improbable that 


|e poags the past few months, a great deal has 


been written about the seller’s market, and its 
effect on advertising. Salesmen, armed with reasons for 


delivery delays, try to keep customers happy. Business is 
: ; oa ; Our business was never better. 
booming. In the defense industries, huge back-logs of 


orders will take the entire output of scores of plants for But we are concerned about 


months to come. Shortages of material are the usual, 
> ld lie ents . 

° ‘ 1 ove SOiC yroaqauction 

rather than the unusual thing. Commerce feels the : » pF ' 
market and keen competition 


tremendous sales impetus of re-employment, in 
, of acceptance. 
consumer spending. 

Thus it is that we ,choose to 


’ ne . il , ‘rtising se S ° 
In such a scene, curtailment of advertising seem . . to keep at their sharpest 
first glance a logical and economical method of avoiding 


unnecessary expenditures, of conserving resources. 


But business history proves this is not so. 


this month’s business, or next, 


return to 


Not only because we believ 


Problems Today 


this ad, or any other we 


might run, would result directly in a contract for time 


on WLW. But we aren’t particularly concerned about 


or the next after that. 


next year, and the years 


after that, when a seller’s market, and an economy of 


the norm—a buyer’s 


for the customer’s nod 


practice what we preach 


elling tools and selling 


techniques that will come in handy when once again 


the buyer is back in the driver’s seat. 


e that the best time to 


advertise is when you have all the business you can 


Industry’s dusty archives are full of forgotten names handle — but because we feel 


of honest products . . . forgotten because their makers sense to keep reminding you 


failed to realize that the public is fickle only because 


| 
iowest cost 


its memory 1s short. 


m per impression 1n 
I I 








THE NATION'S MOST MERCHANDISEABLE 


when you buy WLW, vou buy 


it is only good common 
of this important fact: 
n the 


M“ 
vV 


lat is 


modern advertising. 


probably 


STATION 
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Edmund Gwenn, Norah Howard In 


One-Week Run of Dickens’ ‘Carol 





Edmund Gwenn, star of ‘The 
Wookey,’ at the Plymouth theatre, 


N. Y., will play Scrooge in the 
‘Wheatena Playhouse’ version of 
Dickens’ ‘Christmas Carol,’ to be 


heard the week of Dec. 22 via tran- 
scription over WOR, New York, and 
other stations. Norah Howard, 
femme lead in ‘Wookey,’ will play 
Mrs. Cratchet, with Phil Clarke as 
Bob Cratchet, probably Ted Donald- 
son as Tiny Tim, and Harry Sothern 
and Winfield Honey as spirits of 
Christmas. 

Show will run only Christmas 
week and will have a different nar- 
nator for each of the five daily in- 
stallments. They will include Jack 
Smart as Santa Claus, Janice Gil- 
bert as a girl reading to her kid 
brother, Leslie Bingham as a grand- 
mother and William Adams as Presi- 
dent Roosevelt reading from the 
White House. Latter angle is con- 
tingent upon Presidential approval. 
Doris Gilbert has adapted the story, 
Carlo De Angelo directs for Ed Wolf 
Associates, package producer. Comp- 
ton is the agency. 

‘Carol’ will alsc be carried as a 
sustainer (with the commercials cut 
out) by the FM outlet of WTAG, 
Worcester, Mass., and as a single 
full-hour show by several other FM 
stations. This will be the first time 
any of the ‘Wheatena Playhouse’ pro- 
grams have been carried either as 
sustainers or via FM. 


Then ‘Love Affair’ 


Following ‘Carol,’ the next ‘Play- 
house’ show, starting Dec. 29, will 
be an adaptation of the Delmar 
Daves-Donald Ogden Stewart screen- 
play of ‘Love Affair.’ It will run 


three weeks and will be scripted by |receive $250, $100, $50 and $25. | 
Herbert Little, Jr., and David Victor, |Entry blanks must be secured from 


regular ‘Playhouse’ writers. Another 
adaptation of a film, ‘Bachelor 
Mother,’ will follow, also running 
three weeks, after which ‘Little 
*‘Women” will run four weeks. One 
more story, still to be selected, will 
conclude the season. 


Ft. Lauderdale Makes It 





192 for Mutual Web! 


Station WFTL, Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.., | 
has joined the Mutual network as of | 


last week. 

Addition brings the total number 
of Mutual outlets to 192, offsetting 
the recent dropping of WHDF, Calu- 
met, Mich. 


HEW 

WBNX rors 

MOST INTI- 

WATE. AND EFFECTIVE 

SALES APPROACH be 
AMERICA’S LARGES 

MARKET. 
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Lingual Radio Mag ° 





New fan magazine, Pan Amer- 
ican Radio, has just made its 


bow. It’s in three languages, 
English, Spanish and Portu- 
guese. 


Mag is published in New York 
and Herbert Rosen is the editor. 


Indie Grocers 
School Essays 











Fort Worth, Dec. 9. 
Texas Retail Grocers Association 
is promoting a $500 grade and high 
school essay contest through their 
‘We Who Are Young’ serial now be- 
ing aired through WBAP and the 
Texas Quality Network including 
WOAI, San Antonio; KPRC, Hous- 
ton and WFAA, Dallas, on Tuesdays 

‘and Thursdays for a quarter hour. 
| ‘Why We Trade With Our Inde- 
pendent Retail Grocer’ is the essay 
subject. Awards will be given each 
week in the amount of $5 to the best 


|contest period on March 14 four 


winners will be selected, these to 





one of the independent grocers. 





‘CANDY, TOOTHPASTE 


l|essay received. At the end of the | 


Seattle Stations Allied 
With Morale Officers To 
Divert Alaskan Troops 





Seatgle, c. 9. 
Seattle radio stati@hs e co- 
operating with the U.gS. Agmy in 
making available trargcriptfons of 
top radio shows which§will pe sent 


to Alaska and broadcast for Army 
men in the territory. Roy Grandey, 
program _ director, es Maury 
Rider, operations direétor, KIRO, 
and Bill Warren, program director, 
| KOMO, met with Major Fred P. 
Andrew, in charge of the Alaska 
Communication Service, and Captain 
Gordon A. Hittenmark, radio di- 
rector of the War Department 
morale branch, in Seattle last week 
to plan the rebroadcasts. 

Major Andrew will act as traffic 
manager in directing’ the coop- 
erative efforts to obtain maximum 


° e e | coverage of Alaska Army camps. 
if 1e- | KIRO has already made arrange- 
| ments to ship complete monthly 


transcriptions of Columbia’s School 
of the Air to KFAR, Fairbanks, for 
rebroadcasting to the schools of the 
territory. 


OREGON CONFAB 
HEARS MILLER 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 9. 

With Harry R. Spence, of KXRO, 
Aberdeen, Wash., presiding, the 
broadcasters comprising District 17 
of the National Association of Broad- 
casters met at the Heathman hotel 
last week (1) and heard Neville 
Miller talk about national defense 
and the various problems now fac- 
ing the industry. 

Miller took up all the morning 
and part of the matinee session. At 
the sales managers’ session, which 








AS GUESSING PRIZES portana, “chairmanea, the main 





San Antonio, Dec. 9. 

‘Starkist Name The Band Contest’ 
| is new series over WOAI for 4 quar- 
ter hour each Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday at 11 p.m. Program is 
idea of Howard Davis, pres. of the 
Starkist Flotation Toothpaste Co., of 
this city, the sponsor. 

Listeners are asked to identify 
popular phonograph records. Cor- 
rect guesses win one pound boxes of 
Candy and tube of the toothpaste. 


count. 





Schechter’s Washington Chore 


Abe Schechter, NBC’s director of 
| news and special events, will devote 
|a couple days a week in Washington 
|or in the field as inspector of army 
|press relations and units. 
| He will be 
eam Alexander Surles, head of the 





| War Department Public Relations | 


| Bureau. 
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MIAMI 
9,000 WATTS FLORIDA 


WATER ROUTE 


Pitluk Agency handling the ac-| 


responsible to Brig. | 


speaker was Frank Pellegrin, the 
N.A.B.’s director of broadcast ad- 
vertising. 





Paine to Speak 
Minneapolis, Dec. 9. 

| John Paine, ASCAP’s_ general 

manager, has been added to the list 

of guest speakers for the 11th dis- 

| trict N.A.B. meeting at Hotel Nicol- 

| let here this week. Earl H. Gam- 
WCCO general manager and 





| mons, 
| 11th district director, is framing the 


| Program. 





The Chicago Meeting 
Chicago, Dec. 9. 

District No. 9 of the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters opens Mon- 
day (15) a two-day session at the 
Palmer house, with W. E. Hutchin- 
son, of WAAF here, presiding. First | 
day will be devoted to national de- | 
fense, labor, code, music, monopoly | 
and other industry problems, and the 
next (Tuesday) to a sales managers’ 
meeting and to listening to somebody 
|from the War Department’s public 
| relations division talk about the han- 
| dling of defense news. 
| William R. Cline, of WLS, will 
| chairman the sales managers session. 


Leighton & Nelson Give 





Staff 10% Xmas Bonus), 


Schenectady, N. Y., Dec. 9. 

Leighton & Nelson has given all 
| members of its staff a Christmas bo- 
| nus of 10% and also an increase in 
| salary. Agency has handed out the 
Christmas bonus each year since 
Winslow P. Leighton and George R. 
Nelson left NBC upstate and WGY, 
respectively, to go into business. 
Early distribution of bonuses this 
year is to make money available to 
staffers for Christmas shopping, pur- 
chasing of Defense Bonds or other 
purposes. 


Seek 3d Reading Station 


Reading Pa., Dec. 9. 

The Hawley Company, headed by 
Hawley Quier, who is also president 
of the newspaper publishing com- 
pany owning the Reading Eagle and 
the Reading Times, issued evening 
and morning, respectively, has ap- 
plied to the Federal Communications 
Commission for permission to estab- 
lish another local radio station. 

This will, if granted, give Reading 
three stations—the Reading-Berks 
Broadcasting Company, operating 
WEEU and WRAW from the same 
offices and plant. 




















LT 


WRUL, Boston, Seeks $500,000 
From Public for Shortwave 





af 


CBS Swaps Periods 


CBS has blocked off the Sun- 
day 7:15-7:30 period as not avail- 
able for sale. It will be used 
for public talks. 

Takes the place of the Wed- 
nesday, 10:15-10:30 period which 
has been sold to the Celanese 
Corp. 





Early Decision 
On Sponsorship 
Of Chi. Games 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Though the baseball season is still 
six months away, the three stations 
regularly carrying baseball play-by- 
play next year have all indicated 
they will again have sponsored base- 
ball in 1942. They have set their 
deals with the Chicago White Sox 
and Cubs for rights, and are now 
signaturing with sponsors, 

Old Gold has signatured for an- 
other season of baseball on WGN, 
and Bob Elson will again have the 
mike on the play-by-play. Old Gold, 
expressing its confidence in Elson’s 
judgment, will leave the commercial 
plugs strictly to Elson’s own de- 
cision as to spotting and length. 
Mandatory only are the opening, 
closing and end-of-the-seventh inn- 
ing commercials, 

Texaco will repeat on WCFL with 
Hal Totten at the mike and for 
WJJD there will again be Walgreen 
sponsorship and Pat Flanagan to call 
the play. 


‘Red Ryder’ on Don Lee 
For United Bakeries 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
United Bakeries has bought ‘Red 
Ryder,’ cowboy adventurer, for three 
weekly 30-minute airings. Sponsor 
is now using the Don Lee network 








10 times weekly in quarter hour 
stanzas, No time has yet been 
bought. 

‘Ryder’ is also under consideration 


for filming. 


Repeater Links for CBC 
Vancouver, B. C., Dec. 9. 

The Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
will construct a series of repeater 
transmitters to give improved serv- 
ice to the Cariboo district. Work 
will begin immediately. Arrange- 
ments have also been completed for 
the CBC to use facilities of the Do- 
minion Telegraph system and the 
P.G.E, railway. 

The new service will bring CBC 
programs to between 20,000 and 25,- 
000 people who have been practically 
cut off from all Canadian radio pro- 
grams. 





Boston, Dec. 9. 
The high cost of operating a non. 
commercial international shortwave 
radio station is illustrated by WRUI, 
here. Although getting much of its 


programming and staff for nothing, 
and also receiving some financial aid 
through service charges it makes to 
various nationalistic groups, such as 
Czechs and Slavs, the station is now 
forced to go to the public and ask 
$500,000. Of this sum, $75,000 is the 
quota for Boston. 

Although some $40,000 from the 
United States Government has ap- 
parently come through, it is not 
known that the $200,000 item prom- 
ised WRUL ever materialized. One 
report is that Walter Lemmon. a 
salesman with International Business 
Machine associations, who personally 
operates WRUL through the so-called 
World Wide Broadcasting Founda- 
toin, declined to accept ‘the strings’ 
on the money. 

WRUL shoots out U. S. propaganda 
in some 27 languages. The German 
programming amounts to about 45 
minutes daily, and is largely pro- 
vided by the Council for Democracy. 
French programming is provided 
through the Harvard University de- 
partment. Other staff assistance also 
comes from Harvard. The Free 
World group in N.Y. provides Arabic 
stuff. 

Beginning its career in twe rooms 
of the University Club here, WRUL 
has recently moved into a six-story 
building of its own on Common- 
wealth avenue. There is also under 
construction at Radio City, New 
York, a WRUL remote studio. Mean- 
time the station has free use of a 
government-financed telephone line 
from Manhattan to Boston. 





DISC SELLER ON AIR 
_ WITH OWN THEME SONG 


Buffalo, Dec. 9. 
| Music House, disc store, has ex- 
panded to a full hour its platter show 
|on WEBR Saturday nights at 11. Mal 
Wyman is m.c. 
| Hour’s theme 


is ‘My Mind’s On 





| You,’ BMI tune penned by store's 
}owner, Bernie Simon. 
Regina, Sask.—Fred Luce, sales- 


man with CJRM, Regina, and for- 
merly with CJRC, Winnipeg, has left 
for training at Yorkton, Sask., prior 
to going overseas as a supervisor of 
|entertainment for the Canadian Le- 
| gion. 
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Walter 6. Preston, Jr., Dies at 39 





Initiated Many of Present NBC Public’ Interest 
Program Policies—Boldly Defended His Views 


Walter G. Preston, Jr., director of 
the public service division of the 
program department at NBC, died 
during the morning of Dec. 6 of an 
overdose of sedative in his apartment 
at 2 Beekman Place, New York. He 
was 39 years of age and had returned 
to work only a few days before— 
after a siege of grippe. He had been 
in the hospital much of last winter 
suffering from general debility. 

Preston, as chief aide of Dr. James 
R. Angell, educational counselor of 
NBC, was largely instrumental in de- 
vising and instituting many of the 
public interest program policies at 
NBC, a department considered by 
many, but perhaps not by the top 
NBC executives, to be NBC’s most 
effective contribution to the net- 
work’s public relations. The ‘Variety’ 
showmanagement survey of 1940, for 
one, expressed this view in awarding 
a plaque to this NBC division. 

Preston was widely known among 
the dozens of organizations and pres- 
sure groups that come to a modern 
radio network. He had attended in- 
numerable educational conferences, 
often acting as a chairman or dis- 
cussion group leader. At NBC his 
willingness to speak out for his point 
of view at management meetings, 
while others remained silent, won 
him a good deal of quiet staff popu- 
larity. He was especially admired 
for daring not long ago to testify for 
Lawrence Hammond, a_ freelance 
writer, in an arbitration hearing 
while Preston’s boss, vice-president 
Sidney Strotz, took the opposite 
position. Hammond won. 


The son of a prominent insurance 
company officer, who _— survives, 
Preston was for a time, after gradua- 
tion from Yale in 1925, a vice-presi- 
dent of the Bankers Reserve Life. He 
resigned in 1929 to join Dr. Robert 
M. Hutchins when the latter became 
the president of the University of 
Chicago. Preston joined NBC as an 
administrative aide to David Rosen- 
blum, former NBC v.p. and treasurer. 
After the latter’s resignation, Preston 
went over to Angell’s corner. 


Preston was married, but had no 
children. His widow, Peggy Preston, 
has heen active in various civic, po- 
litical and charitable organizations. 


BURKE OF WBAL 
FILES AN IDEA 





H. C. Burke, general manager of 
WBAL, Baltimore, which is affiliated 
with the NBC-Blue and operates at 
50,000 watts, made the round of New 
York agencies last week on a cam- 
paign to sell advertisers using 
WCBM, the Blue Network's Balti- 
more outlet, on the idea of repeating 
the program over WBAL from 
platters. WCBM operates at 250 
watts. 


Burke was told by agency execs 
that his playback proposition might 
prove uneconomic where advertisers 
are not already under obligation for 
a repeat broadcast or transcriptions 
of the show, since the plattering of 
the show for WBAL alone would en- 
tail additional musician and actor 
expenditures. It was also pointed out 
to Burke that it would be necessary 
for the advertiser to obtain permis- 
sion from the NBC-Blue for the 
takeoff on wax. Burke indicated 
that his drive was in anticipation of 
eventful enforcement by the FCC of 
its new rules on chain broadcasting. 

Agencies report that WSYR, Syra- 
cuse, has been active also in selling 
the playback idea. In the case of 
WSYR it is in anticipation of having 
to confine its affiliation to the NBC- 
Blue. Some NBC-Red clients have 
already shifted their programs to the 
other local outlet, WOLF, which op- 
erates at 250 watts. One of these 
programs is Tenderleaf Tea’s ‘One 
Man’s Family.’ 





J. W. Scott Fuli:y Sponsored 
San Antonio, Dec. 9. 
John W. Scott, KABC news 
analyst, adds First Federal Savings 
& Loan Association as sponsor Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Friday. Deal 
set by Coulter-Mueller-Grinstead 
agency. 
On Sunday, Tuesday and Thurs- 
day Scott is sponsored by Absorbo. 





| 


¥ 





THE MESSIAH’ IN 6TH 
REPEAT OVER CBS 


Kansas City, Dec. 9. 

Station KMBC will produce a full 
hour broadcast of ‘The Messiah’ for 
the Columbia net to be aired Dec. 
21 at 10:30 am. CST. This will be 
sixth time KMBC has supplied this 
Christmas sustainer to the net and 
will be staged in ‘the Music Hali of 
the city auditorium. 


Some 40 musicians of the Kansas 
City Philharmonic will take part 
plus a choir of 300 voices of the 
Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter Day Saints under direc- 
tion of Paul Craig. 


Hitler’s ‘Siegfried’ Idea 





Minneapolis, Dec. 9. 

Interviewed over WLB, Carl- 
ton Smith, Esquire music editor, 
who has attended grand opera 
performances with Hitler in 
Berlin, said that the German 
fuehrer apparently was very 
‘emotional’ because he cried sev- 
eral times during them. Hitler 
visions himself as _ Siegfried, 
forgetting perhaps that in the 
end he is stabbed in the back, 
according to Smith. 

Smith declared that Carmen 
Miranda has done more than 
anybody else to cement South 
American - United States rela- 
tions, 











Maurice Dreicer at WCNW 
Maurice C. Dreicer, educational | 
director of WCNW, Brooklyn, has | 
been appointed supervising program | 
director of the station. 
He broadcasts several programs via | 
| the outlet and has originated a num- 
| ber of ‘idea’ shows over various New 
' York indie stations. 





' He will have ‘special radio duties.’ 


_the job which Ogilvie takes in order 


New Radio Execs for Rockefeller Group 





John 


Russell Pierce, 


Qin oom 


Russell Pierce, who helped or- | 


ganize South American operations | 
for the J. Walter Thompson agency, | 
has been named associate director of | 
the Communications Division of | 
the Office of Coordinator of Inter- | 
American Affairs (Rockefeller Com- | 
mittee). He will be in charge of | 
administration and projects of the 
New York office. 


Also named associate director of 
the Communications Division was 
John W. G. Ogilvie, former director 
of radio for the International Tele- 
phone and Telegraph Co. and prez 
of Radio Corporation Puerto Rico 


Sylvester L. (Pat) Weaver leaves 


Ogilvie, 
Among Prominent Businessmen with Latin Division 





to become director of radio. Merlin 


| H. Aylesworth continues as chairman 


Sylvester Weaver 


of the Radio Section, with Weaver 
actively handling administration. 
Weaver is former ad manager of 
American Tobacco Co. and producer 
in the radio department of Young 
& Rubicam. He has been on leave 
from American Tobacco since Sept. 
1 to serve with the Rockefeller com- 
mittee. 

All three new appointees will be 
on the staff of Don Francisco, di- 
rector of the Communications Divi- 
sion. 





Pacquin Starts Jan. 5 


Pacquin Cream (Thomas Lem- 
ming Co.) starts its spot announce- 
ment campaign Jan. 5 with three to 
seven announcements a week over 
a period of 10 weeks. 

William Esty is the agency. 














Clevedon Sraaks TO THE WORLD 


~—— 





IN A LANGUAGE ALL CAN UNDERSTAND! 


The music of the 


internationally famous Cleveland 


Orchestra and its conductor, Dr. Artur Rodzinski, 


now is heard weekly in an exclusive series of Saturday 


evening radio concerts arranged by WGAR. 


This series is made available to the nation and to the 


world through more 


than one hundred twenty affiliated 


stations of the Columbia Broadcasting System, and by 


CBS short wave facilities to Europe and South America. 


Sponsorship by a 


single radio station of one of the 


, world’s great musical organizations is but another 


expression of the philosophy of service which already 


has won for WGAR many unusual recognitions— 


GIR 


THE FRIENDLY 


STATION. 


among them the Variety Award tor Showmanage- 


ment, and the Peabody Award for Distinguished Public 


Service. 


But, beyond that, are two sincere desires. One, to 


awaken in radio adve‘tisers full realization of the com- 


mercial value of fine music. The other . . . to share 


with all mankind the better things of life which we 


Americans have in such abundance. 


4 a 4 


Tune in the Cleveland Orchestra Saturdays 5:00 to 6:00 p.m. E.S.T. 
WGAR and stations of the Columbia Broadcasting System 





BASIC STATION...COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM...6. A Richards, Pres...John F. Patt, Vice Pres. & Gen. Mgr... Edward Petry & Co., Inc., National Representative 
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SHIRLEY TEMPLE 

With Warner Baxter, Truman Brad- 
ley 

30 Mins. 

ELGIN WATCH 

Friday, 10 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(Esty) 
nole. now a teen agt 
(for Meiro), is ap- 
. + —r, 
ur Friday night yeClAa 
1 They run through 





stimulate Christmas 


December to 
purchases of watches. 

The formula is plausible and the 
appeal of the voungster must remain 


increase in 
much 
far as 


widespread. A_ slight 
maturity has not subtracted 
from her familiar charm so 
the ear can judge. 

Playing opposite Warner Baxter, 
she was the 12-year-old daughter of 
a widower who has set aside the 
tenth of each month as ‘memory 
day’ for his wife who died on that 
date while becoming a mother. On 
this subject the father is a tyrant, 
although otherwise kind. 

The narrative provides an incident 
to awaken the parent to live in the 
present, not the past. The daughter 
is restored to vigor and health for a 
happy face. It was all very straight 


and simple. signalling ahead its 
situations. Yet withal rather be- 
lievable and touching. 

Shirley Temple participated fore 


and aft with announcer Bradley in 
the Elgin commercials and, before 
the fadeout. ceremonially 
Warner Baxter with a ticker. 
Land. 


‘MUTUAL GOES CALLING’ 

With Marv Arnold, Lillian Sherman, 
Helen West, Pinky Hunter, Wil- 
lard’s orch 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Mon., Thur., 3 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 


New sustainer is an afternoon filler | 


for Mutual, «ich picks up programs 
and inserts fr 
Show heard Thursday (4) originated 
at WHK, Cleveland, and, unlike most 


of such stanzas, included no pickup | 


ys 


i 
spot from another affiliate. Without | Ae 
} Fred Barron, Louis Turkel, Rene of Song’ is a passably agreeable mu- 


this adition, each program is bound 
to be limited by the available talent 


and the production facilities and 
brains at the originating station. 
With it. the show’s entertainment 


content is merely expanded by the 
quality of the cut-in act. 

Show caught just passable. 
Willard’s orchestra played com- 
petently. but without much style or 
distinction. Vocals by Helen West, 
Lillian Sherman and Marv Arnold 
were acceptable. Pinky Hunter was 
m.c. It was alright afternoon sus- 
tainer stuff. 
can’t sell it’s mid-afternoon time be- 
cause of the numerous sponsored 


was 


baseba!l! broadcasts in the summer, 
‘Goes Calling’ will have to do. 
Hobe. 


‘DEFENSE AND YOUR DOLLAR’ 
With Stuart Chase 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 3 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 

First of a series of six public 
formation programs, aired 
atively by NBC and the 20th Century 
Fund, ‘Defense and Your Dollar’ 
started Saturday afternoon (6) with 
author-economist Stuart Chase guest- 


in- 


ing. Subject of the broadcast was 
‘Consumer Buying’ and  Chase’s 
theme was careful buying rather 


than less or more buying. 


Urging shoppers to curb wasteful 
charge 
need- 
and, 
bulk to 
the consequent 
price reduction and save packaging | 
cost, the spiel was patterned as a 
with actors | 
deliv- | 
housewives and even a 


purchases, excessive use of 
accounts, needless deliveries, 
less returns of articles bought 
when possible, buying in 
take advantage of 


running dramatization, 
portraying bankers, 
ery men, 
Congressman. 


grocers, 


As an outright educational show, it | 
Was unusually enlightening and, to} 
— extent, entertaining. Succeed- | 
mg chapters will bring other 20th | 


Century Fund officials as guests, 
Hobe. 











presented | 


And as long as Mutual | 


co-oper- | 


‘DEMOCRACY AT WORK’ 

With Ecdie Dowling, Admiral Ri.h- 
ard L. Byrd, Edward Maithews, 
17‘ 70 Chorus 

39 Mins. 

Suslain ng 

Saturday, 2 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


Another of the programs by which 
Government is attempt to in- 
form the public of what’s being done 
ional defense, what has to be 


done and why, ‘Demecracy At Work’ 
started Saturday afternoon (6) over 
NBC-Red (WEAF) with Albert N 
Williams, formerly a director for 
NBC, now of the Council for Democ- 
racy, producing. It had Eddie Dowl- 
ing as m.c., Admiral Richard E 
Byrd as principal guest and, despite 
the inevitable production roughness 
for a show of this kind, was 
sionally informative and even mev- 

Opening the program, 
made an intense, dramatic statement 


occe2- 


of why the democracies are fighting, | 


what they’re fighting for, what free- 
dom is and what it means to us. It 
was overlong for a_ straightaway 
spiel, but was read with manifest 
sincerity and emotion. 
Matthews, negro. baritone, 
with the 
ment Workers’ Union radio chorus 
on the propaganda song, ‘Quit 
Rockin’ the Boat.’ Dowling intro- 
duced and interviewed four workers 
from the 
Long Island City, N. Y. 
burg’s poem, ‘Bomber,’ 


Carl Sand- 


was 


a national defense proclamation by 


was read. 

Byrd's talk in behalf of national 
unity was interminable and tedius, 
as much because of his expression- 
less delivery as the over-written 
script itself. After a choral presen- 
tation of the ballad, ‘Tis of Thee,’ 
Dowling closed the show with a 
terse, fervent patriotic plea. 

Hobe. 


‘SECRET CITY’ 

With Billy Eidelson, Jerry Spellman, 
Eugene Geisler, Sidney Ellstrom, 
Jane Green, Clarence Hartzell, 


1m its various affiliates. | 


Gekiere 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Daily, 5:15 p.m. 
W.IZ-NBC, New York 

Mystery adventure yarn for juve 
listeners is offered in this Chicago- 
produced sustainer serial, ‘Secret 
City,’ NBC-Blue (WJZ) late 
afternoons Monday-through-Friday 
Episode caught Thursday (4), dealt 
with the efforts by the young hero, 
Ben Clark, and his super-mechanic 


on 


friend, Jeff Wilson, to solve the 
puzzling doings of The Stranger in 
the long-vacant Mallory mansion. 


Chapter was atmospheric and built 
suspense to a punchy climax, capped 


by a cliff-hanger come-on for the 
next dav’s stanza 
Jack Bentkover’s scripting is com- 


pact and moving, while Martin Mag- 
ner's direction is craftsmanlike. Billy 
Eidelson, whose voice is familiar 
through his perforances as Rush on 
through his performances as Rush on 
Ben, while the supporting roles are 
all plausibly played. Hobe. 


‘MUSIC IN THE MOONLIGHT’ 
With Jane Grant, 


25 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Thursday, 12:30 midnight 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
As indicated by the title, 
in the Moonlight’ is a 
series of 
| It originated at WSM, Nashville 
which 


pickups NBC-Red 


trumpets. 


Dowling 


Then Edward | 
teamed s 
International Ladies Gar- | 


Brewster aircraft factory, | 


pre- | 
sented with a choral background and | 


Gov. Herbert Lehman, of New York, | 


Moonlighters, 
Lionel Rieger, Beasley Smith orch 


‘Music 
late-evening 
romantic semi-pop music. 
and 
is one of the local studio-produced 
(WEAF) | 
has substituted for dance bands. It 
isn’t bad and at least offers a plea- 
sant diversion from midnight dialers a. 
who would shun the blare of hot | enunciation 


20 Winks 


The astounding news from the 
Pecific. of course, smothered 
everything on the air when it hit. 
And the radio kettle is still boil- 
ing to the point where the reg- 
ular commercial programs seem 
just fillers. But a wry thoucht !s 
that this Axis outfit is rough on 
comics. For instance, these Sun- 
day attacks. How can Bergen 
stand off a declaration of war? 
Among Dolly Dawn’s resolutions 
for the new year should be one 
to never again sing ‘Embraceable 
You.’ She sang it last week at 
the benefit for 802 and made a 
dirge of it. Yet, Helen O'Connell, 
of Jimmy Dorsey's troupe, sings 
it in the same slow tempo. It 
sounds just as bad, too. So who 
got the original hunch to take a 
pert little tune and drag it down 
by the heels?...That four-day 
‘smog’ which New York experi- 


enced last week brought on a 
gag by the Times which read, 


‘The weather’s so bad that even 
the birds are walking.’ Well, 
there it was, right on page one 
of the second news section, and 
not a radio comedian lifted it. 
But whoever saw a radio comic 
| reading the Times? Indeed, who- 
ever saw a gag in the Times? 

| Shudders of the week: It took 
| the Japs to take Wheeler, Lind- 
| bergh and Nye off the air. 








‘TREASURE TRAILS OF SONG’ 

With Kinder Sisters, Pioneer Quartet, 

| Mary Martha Briney, Dick Fulton, 
Paul Shannon, Peggy Nelson, 

| Aneurin Bodycombe orch 

25 Mins. 

| Sustaining 

Thursday, 12:05 Midnight 

WEAF-NBC, New York 

| One of the studio-produced pick- 

ups which has replaced the late-eve- 

ning dance band remotes on NBC- 

Red (WEAF), this ‘Treasure Trails 


sical interlude originating at KDKA, 


| Pittsburgh. It lacks sock talent or 
the programming vitality of com- 
mercial offerings, but with nearly | 


every network outlet carrying dance 
music at that hour, “Treasure Trails’ 
offers a soothing listener oasis 
(4) edition had a 
thread of boy-and-girl continuity 
running through the latter portion 
of the show. It was innocuous, but 
gave a certain flavor and immedi- 
ately raised the question why the 
same thing isn’t extended through the 
entire 25 minutes. Aneurin Body- 
combe’s house orchestra plays the 
‘stanza acceptably, though with 
distinguished arrangements. 
Mary Martha Briney is a pleasing 
and Dick Fulton is an 
They blend well for 


Thursday night 


1 


lvric soprano 
okay tenor. 
duets. 
trio and the Pioneer 
barber-shoppish stuff. 
non and Peggy Nelson 
mantic continuity. 


does 
Shan- 
the ro- 
Hobe. 


Quartet 
Paul 
read 


NBC RECITAL PROGRAM 

With Earl Wrightson, Leo 

| 15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Friday, 12:30 a.ia 

WEAF-NBC, New York 
Earl Wrightson, young baritone 

| (and a pupil of Robert Weede of the 

Met) opened this series of recitals 

with a group of four songs. Singer 


Russotte 


displayed a powerful, rich. lyric bari- 


its 


and 


tone of even quality through 
more than two octaves range, 
interpretative gifts of high order 

Wrightson sang Franck’s ‘La Pro- 


cession’ in excellent French and ex- | 


hibited a long flowing line with a 
ringing top ‘F’. His clear German 
was shown in ‘Uber- 
nacht’ of Hugo Wolf, which was sung 


Jane Grant does slow, throbbing| With deep feeling, while ‘Earl of 


vocals, the Moonlighters off : al | ; ; 
al ee ee choral | Degradation’ were the English se- 


selections 
Beasley 
plies the capab 
ent. 
| pheric between-numbers continuity. 
Hobe. 


and backgrounds 


By JANE WEST 


NOW -RADIO'S 


MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[|AUGHTER TEARS 


Presented: by Ivory 





ano F{EART-THROBS 
Soap + 99 */ 1:00 ° 


LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 


WABC—5:30-5:48 EST—CBS 


COAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 


MGT. ED WOLF—RKO 


BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 


ae studio group sup- 
e orchestral ingredi- 
Lionel Rieger reads the atmos- 


| Moray’ and the spiritual ‘Land of 
| lections. 

| How much popularity the program 
| will have is dubious, since it is un- 
lrelieved ‘classical’ with no conces- 
} sions to the untrained listener. But 
|} it should_provide a promising group 
of young artists a chance to display 
|their wares. If the balance of the 
weekly shows come up to the stand- 
ard set by Wrightson, they will be 
hard to beat. 


| TED STRAETER TO REGENT 
| annie 


|Has to Sign MCA Contract to Get 
Job—Jerry Wayne Also Set 


Ted Straeter’s orchestra, which has 
played four straight seasons at Fefe’s 
Monte Carlo nitery, New York, and 
has never been on the air, has been 
signed for the Regent Cigaret pro- 
gram, debuting on Mutual net Jan. 
5. Straeter, a non-exclusive property 
on the William Morris agency book- 
ing sheets, had to sign a contract 
witth Music Corp. of America before 
he was given the job. Show airs 
10:30-10:45. Jerry Wayne, singer, is 
also set for the program. 

Straeter continues at Monte Carlo, 
and also stays on as director of the 
vocal chorus on the Kate Smith com- 
mercial. 





un- | 


Kinder Sisters are a harmony | 


a 


Follow-Up Comment 


| mthsh ini 


| ‘Pepper Young's Family’ is cur- 
| rently all mixed up in a ‘cause’ on 
NBC-Red (WEAF). Seems the good 
citizens of the town have been gath- 
ering funds to care for English war 
orphans and are now awaiting ar- 
rival of their charges. Friday morn- 
ing (5) chapter was clear enough in 
the customary Elaine Sterne Car- 
rington manner. There now appears 
to be a comedy character, a neigh- 
bor named Edie, who's gent-crazy 
| and particularly on the trail of Pep- 
| per. Mr. Brewster seems to be the 
man in charge of the orphan plan 
and, as always, Mrs. Young out- 
knows what every woman knows. 





‘Myrt and Marge’ is back again in 
its theatrical atmosphere, this time 
with good old’ Myrt staging a show 
for a group of amateurs. Emotional 
angle appears to involve Marge and 
a sinisterly pleasant guy named Jim 
Barnett, with Myrt seemingly not 
yet able to grease the skids under 
the menace. Standard daytime ho- 
kum, except for the endless com- 
mercial copy aiming to scare the 
listener with threats about ‘un- 
pleasant breath’ and cajole him with 
promises how Colgate’s toothpaste 
cures and prevents it. Show is on 
CBS. 








‘Bright Horizon,’ the Lever Bros. 
serial derived from the Michael 
West character in the same sponsor’s 
‘Big Sister’ show, is floundering 
these days in a curious attempt to 
combine variety entertainment with 
daytime drama. Result is an un- 
believabie hodge - podge. Friday 
morning (5) episode contained a 
courtrooom scene, with Michael tak- 
ing a public pasting which will ap- 
parently require him to go back to 
his old hometown to ‘live down his 
disgrace. Hero then piled into his 
auto with the ingenuish-sounding 
heroine and, while driving her home, 
broke into the song number that’s 
part of each stanza, in this case a 
ponderous version of ‘Londonderry 
Air.’ Accordian accompaniment 
wasn't explained, so probably the 
heroine is more accomplished than 
| the author bothered to mention in 
the dialog. It’s all pretty incredible, 
including the straggling writing, 
haphazard production and heavy 
playing. 





‘Stery of Bess Johnson,’ on NBC- 
Red (WEAF) for Supersuds, left its 


‘Hilltop House’ derivation behind 
quite a few months ago, but still 
refers to it occasionally. With Bess 
gallantly keeping her chin aloft 


| while looking for a job to support a 
helpless waif, she was interviewed 
on Friday morning’s (5) show by a 
Scandanavian-American, who wanted 
to know, among other things, about 
her experience. ‘Hilltop House’ roy- 
| alties being now comfortably in the 
past, the heroine didn’t mention the 
institution by name, but merely said 
she’s superintending an orphanage. 
Besides being all that’s nobly fem- 


inine, Bess is no chump, it seems. 

| Of course, she got the job All 
played by Miss Johnson in pre- 
|} cisely the same manner in which 
| she reads commercials. 

‘Help Mate’ put together a genu- 
inely well-written and expressively- 
played chapter Friday morning (5) 
on NBC-Red (WEAF) fpr Old Dutch 
Cleanser. Episode contained a solid 
dramatic situation and an unusually 





plausible party Steve. the 
composer-hero, received an envelope 


scene 


| 





| career 


from the N. Y. Symphony Society, 
‘FLYING PATROL’ 
With Hugh Rowlands, Sharon 


Grainger, Norma Jean Ross, Sid- 
ney Ellstrom, Bob Guilbert, Cliff 
Soubier, Mary Frances Desmond, 
Carl Kroenke, Kay Campbell, Pat 
Murphy, Willard Farnum 
15 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Daily, 5:30 p.m. 
| WJIZ-NBC, New York 
Newcomer to the NBC-Blue (WJZ) 
serial lineup, ‘Flying Patrol’ is an 
out-and-out thriller for excitement- 
craving moppets. As outlined in the 
opening spiel, the show 


which was supposed to be scheduling 
his composition. He and wife, 
apparently in shaky financial condi- 
tion, were fearful of what the com- 
munication might contain, so dreaded 
opening it. When they finally did, 
they found a check for $500 advance 
royalty. Ensuing scene, of the two 


his 


expressing their relief in almost 
hysterical glee, was natural and 
touching. Following scene, of the 


confused sounds of preparations for 
a celebration party, with a sugges- 
tion of impending drama involving a 
subordinate character, was expertly 
written, produced and played. Myron 
McCormick, who has succeeded to 
the composer-lead part, projected a 
neat blend of vigorousness and sym- 
pathy, while Arlene Francis scored 
as the wife. However, a line about 
the hero sitting down to recover his 
composure when he looked at the 
$500 check, should have been in the 
directions, not in the dialog. If the 
character had been that much 
shaken, he wouldn't have had the 
presence of mind to explain it. Use 
of piano music in and out of the 
story is a helpful addition to the 
show. 


‘Maudie’s Diary’ uncorked an 
amusing chapter last Thursday night 
(4) on CBS, with a script that skill- 
fully blended poignancy and laugh- 
ter. There was a catch at the outset, 
as older sister Sylvia gave Maudie 
a letter to mail without first sealing 
it. Scripts still stress folksy stuff, 
such as the mother reprimanding 
her husband for resting his arms on 
the dinner table, as is hardly typical 
of a smart Bryn Mawr (Pa.) family. 
Program also overlooks a natural bet 
in not developing the rivalry and 
sisterly jealousy between Maudie 
and Sylvia. Both parts are played 
expertly and with effective contrast 
by Mary Mason and Marjorie 
Davies. with the former now vetting 
air billing. Commercials on the 
show are excellent, particularly the 
musical jingle at the midway point, 
as handled by Loulie Jean. 





Horn & Hardart’s Automat dedi- 
cated its full morning hour Sunday 
(7) kid program over WEAF to 


George M. Cohan—his life, plays and 


songs. It proved to be pleasant di- 
version, going back to the days of 
the Four Cohans in vaudeville and 


pointing up the highlights of Cohan’s 
via vocals as well as talk. 
Nafrator told of Cohan's partnership 
with Sam Harris, following which 
voungsters sang ‘Give My Regards to 
Broadway.’ First number written by 
Cohan in 1896, called ‘Venus, My 
Shining Star.’ was also among those 
vocalled while number entitled ‘I 
Was Born in Virginia.’ written in 
1906, was said to have been by 
Cohan’s wife before they were 
married. Reference was made to 
‘Over There’ as the number written 
in 1915 for which Cohan received the 
Congressional Medal some 20 years 
later. Other Cohan oldies, such as 
‘Harrigan,’ ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
and ‘Little Nellie Kelly’ were among 
those warbled with telling effect. 
Program was designed as a salute to 
Cohan, an expression of sympathy in 


sung 


his illness from his many admirers, 
ind wound up with hope for his 
peedy recovery 
Fred Waring'’s soothing quarter- 
yur Lanza for Chesterfield, last 
Thursday (4) at 7 p.m., pursued the 
typically even tenor of its way for 
the most part. Jimmy Atkins sang 
pleasantly. The Glee Club accounted 
| for a couple of tuneful interludes 
and the band played several zingy 
arrangements. The finale was dis- 
tinguished by a tribute to the late 


aims to} 


dramatize the activity of the Coast | 


Guard air corps, winging 
storm, fog and hurricane’ over 
| 000 miles of coastline to ‘smash those 


‘through | 
40,- | 


| who break our laws.’ There's little | 
effort at plausibility, but author 
| Jack LaFrandre flings the whole 


typewriter keyboard into the rush 
of roaring plane sound effects and 
| hectic scuffles between Coast Guards- 
men, fair heroines and dire villains. 

Characters and_ situations are 
strictly comic-strip and apparently 
all sorts of pseudo-scientific devices 
and contraptions are to be used by 
minions of, the law and the evil- 
doers. That’s obviously okay for the 
urchins, provided it’s fantastic and 
red-blooded enough. 

Production, a varyingly important 
item on kid shows, is rather sketchy 
for ‘Flying Patrol,’ being confined 
chiefly to the droning motor sound 
effects at the beginning and close. 
Performances are in bold strokes. 
Program is neither as incredible nor 
melodramatically-exciting as some, 
It may get a moderate audience. 
Alan Fishburn directs and there’s a 
long cast list, only part of which is 
used on any single episode. Hobe. 








Joyce Kilmer, composer of ‘Trees,’ 
I 





who was born 55 years ago. And it 
was announced that twins had been 
born to son, Kenton Kilmer, that 
very day. 

» 4 











Leads all other 


BALTIMORE 
radio stations in 
NATIONAL SPOT 
ADVERTISING! 
[lore Than gust 

a Kadio Sthltion, — 


BALTIMORE 


INSTITUTION 


FBR 


on 
MUTUAL Network 
































Wednesday, December 10, 1941 


VARIETY 





RADIO 33 





Another Session on Press Held by FCC 





Revised Commish Data 


Calls 111 Cities Radio- 


Dominated by Publishers 


— 





Washington, Dec. 9. 


Partially changing their minds, 
FCC attorneys last week—at another 
short-lived revival of the newspaper 
hearings—offered revised figures 
showing 111 cities depend for radio 
service on a press-owned or oper- 
ated transmitter. Simultaneously, 
the commish pruned the list of pub- 
lisher-dominated plants, as Harold 
Hough, of the Ft. Worth Star-Tele- 
gram and WBAP, challenged the 
value of the exhibit. 


Substitution of corrected data for 
widely-assailed survey at the outset 
of the prowl involved reclassifica- 
tion of 249 outlets with varying de- 
grees of newspaper affiliation. Press 
people quickly raised questions how 
the kilocycle cops justify regarding 
as press-controlled those plants 
where less than majority of the stock 
is owned by a publishing company 
or individual with a stake in a rag. 

Commish attorneys finished up 
their introduction of evidence Fri- 
day (5) and the sessions were sus- 
pended once more. Next date is 
Jan. 8, though widespread doubt is 
developing if the testimony-taking 
will go on per schedule. In next 
________4 





} _____ 





After 7 years, | 
Sears reports: 


“In every test | 


round, the Newspaper-Radio Com- 
mittee of which Hough is chairman 
will begin presenting arguments 
and data against any ban applying 
to the journalistic fraternity. But 
without waiting for chance to take 
the witness stand, Hough began 
javelining the commish efforts to 
show there is a ‘superficial mo- 
nopoly’ in many communities. 

“We contend there are fewer than 
a half-dozen cities which do not re- 
ceive good service from some other 
city,’ Hough said in commenting. on 
the revised commish list pruning the 
number of alleged press-affiliated 
transmitters. 

The latest Commish exhibit 
showed that out of 801 outlets op- 
erating on June 30, 249 had some sort 
of ties with the newspaper crowd. 
Hough quickly pointed out the batch 
included some where only a rela- 
tively microscopic part of the radio 
station stock was in the hands of 
people who can be catalogued as in 
the publishing business. The exhibit 
included 201 properties where news- 
paper interests accounted for 50% or 
more of the stock and 48 where the 
press take was less than half. Break- 
down showed 59 plants licensed di- 
rectly to newspapers, 55 where 
newspapers held control of another 
licensee corporation, 13 where in 
combination newspaper firm and ex- 
ecutives, stockholders or employees 
held over half of the paper, and 74 
where individuals with a publishing 
interest had control over the trans- 
mitter. 

The Group B stations—those where 
the newspaper connection was 
through holding of less than half the 





stock of the radio enterprise—never 


should be included in the. study, 
Hough contended. 
Before the recess, the Commish 


press-controlled plants. Hough 


lishers’ counsel, refused to quiz De- 
Quincy Sutton, the Commish expert 
accountant after hearing admission 
that the tables do not distinguish the 
newspaper outlets from those with- 
out press connections. Hough ob- 
served the FCC’s ‘elaborate economic 
studies’ merely demonstrate what the 
press-radio crowd always has main- 





ARNT tas 


always pulled” 


When the candid-camera 
caught this shot of Eli Shapiro, 
general manager of Sears, 


Roebuck & Company's store 
in Des Moines, he had just 
made following report 
Sears’ 


the 
about experience on 
the air: 

“In seven years of 
advertising on our news pro- 
gram over KRNT, we have 
made numerous tests to deter- 
mine the sales-power of our 


radio messages. 
“Usually the tests 

been on items not otherwise 

advertised. And always, 


daily 


have 


whether on large or small 
items, KRNT has _ produced 
excellent results. Naturally 


we keep on.” 
To Mr. Shapiro’s report, we 
zee no need to add anything. 


ASO 


Ni s1Omm si mela 
AND MUTUAL 
5000 WATTS 


BASIC 
COLUMBIA 
5000 WATTS 


ARNT 


The. Cowles Stations in 


DES MOINES 





Affiliated with the Des Moines 
Register & Tribune 


Represented by The Katz Agency 


|tained. Stations’ finances don’t de- 
| pend on the newspaper affiliation, 


|but the ability of the management, | 


| the location, and similar factors. 
Statistical studies covered 
transmitters the Commish accoun- 


tants said are newspaper-tied. Lat- 
|ter bloc had time sales in 1940 of 
$30,668,918, with net income before 
taxes of $6,577,362. For the entire 
group of 765 commercial outlets, time 
sales hit $110,500,549 and broadcast 


income was $24.734.643. 


show that the newspaper stations are 
31% of the number of all stations 
j}and that their time sales are 27.3% 
land their broadcast income 26.5 Oy 
Hough snorted. 


TED STEELE TO BATON 


Ted Steele goes to Detroit Dec. 31 
to conduct a local band at a New 
Year’s Eve party given for the 
ployees of WXYZ, Detroit. Shindig is 
to be held at Loch Noor Country 
Club, Grosse Point, Michigan. 

Steele’s ‘Boy Meets Band’ show, 
formerly on NBC every Monday 
night, has been dropped and will be 
replaced Dec. 27 by a variety show 
built around him. He continues, 
however, with his nightly music pro- 
gram on Blue 10:45-11 p.m. Mon.- 
Fri. 


Screen Guild Renewed 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 

Gulf Oil has renewed Screen 
Guild Theatre for another quarter. 
At the end of that stanza, sponsor 
will have paid $1,220,000 into fund 
for erection of Motion Picture Re- 
lief Country House. 

Ronald Colman and Nelson Eddy 
will do ‘The Juggler of Notre Dame’ 











|siderably increased their space on 
trotted out more figures about earn- | 


ings and business volume of the | 
| all pleading for stories and especi- 
hopped on these conclusions, as well | 
| While Thomas D. Thatcher, the pub- 
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Smart Davenport 





Chicago, Dec. 9. 

WLS has been running a quiz 
show in theatres around the 
midwest, but last week learned 
how costly it is to do the same 
act over and over again. 

In Davenport last week, 
quizzees, when asked if they 
wanted $2, $5 or $10 question all 
asked for $10 question. And to 
top it off, every one of them an- 


swered correctly. Cost WLS 
$150 before they quit. Later 
asked one of the boys how 


everybody got the answers so 
right. Were told that the 
people had caught the show 
earlier in the week in Moline 
(across the river) and figured 
that the same questions would 
be asked in Davenport so looked 
"em up. 

WLS quiz shows on the road 
now carry three sets of ques- 
tions and make sure that ques- 
tions are not repeated within a 
radius of 200 miles, 











CHI DAILIES GET 
SUNSTROKE, UP 
RADIO SPACE 


_— 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Current circulation war between 
the new Chicago Sun and the Chi- 
cago Tribune for the morning field 
has proved beneficial for radio. 
With the Sun furnishing the spark, 
all the: local papers are devoting 
much more space to radio items and 
program logs. 

Full pages on radio are now to be 
found not only in the Sun and Trib 
but the Herald-American, while the 
News and Times have each con- 


the subject. The situation offers a 
press agent’s dream, with the papers 


ally. photos. Logs are not only run 
completely hut the size of the type 
used has been upped. 





| demand time to answer some other 







































New Ruling by FCC on Political 
Candidates Suggests New Headaches 


Washington, Dec. 9. | themselves with the admission that 

Well in advance of the usual head- | everybody with qualifications and a 
ache period, the FCC has liberal- | yen to gab cannot be accommodated, 
ized rules governing sale or gift | Though compelled by Congress to 


of time to political spielers. New | treat everyone alike, station mane 
regulation allows almost anybody | agers also are required to serve the 
with aspirations—not just those | public interest by providing a well- 


either officially designated at a party | 
convention or primary or filing the | 
required formal notices of candidacy 
—to grab a microphone and tell the 
voters why he should roost on the 
public payroll. 

Definition of ‘legally qualified 
candidate’ (used in Section 315 of 
the Communications act) has been 
re-interpreted so that an_ individ- 
ual who ‘possesses the requisite legal 
qualifications to hold that particular 
office’ can march into a station and 


rounded program service. 

To give proprietors a defense 
against crackpots, the Commish said 
a station under the law ‘may make 
| suitable and reasonable’ require- 
ments with respect to proof of cane 
|didacy.’ That is, test the sincerity 
| of the person demanding time. 





—— | 








job-seeker on the same terms. Car- | 
ried to an absurdity, any citizen with 
the specified age and residence con- 
ditions could claim he is entitled to 
make an answer to somebody else 
given or sold time. Thus, every pro- 
prietor will be inviting a host of de- 
mands for spots on the program 
whenever he lets down his guard. 

This ruling—which Industry peo- 
ple consider indefensibly far-fetched 
—is based on the theory that any 
qualified citizen can be a write-in 
candidate and win office. The regu- 
jators said ‘it is evident that Sec- 
tion 315 should be construed also to 
include candidates for nomination 
for office where the names of can- 
didates are not required on printed 
ballots.’ 

Kilocycle eops sought to redeem 


LADY ESTHER 
RAPS MUST 
CEASE 


Washington, Dec. 7. 


90,000 WAITS 
DETROIT 











WIR, 











Brennan Makes Peace 
With Pittsburgh Local; 
WJAS, 11 Men; KQV, 7 


| mercials, long hailed as among the | 
| worst 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. 
P 7 | 
After months of negotiations, | 
WJAS and KQYV, local stations both 


‘On a percentage basis, the figures | 


WXYZ STAFF PARTY 


em- | 


| 2. In addition to NBC Red outlets, 


lon Dec. 21 broadcast, on which com- | 


|!mercials will be omitted due to the 
f the 


holiday nature of piece. 


} Blue in other part 


owned and operated by H. J. Bren- | 


nen, have settled their differences | 
with the Musicians Union, Local 60, | 
with WJAS agreeing to increase size 
of its staff band f 10 to 1l and 
KQV installing a unit of seven men 
Joey Sims is new leader of outfit a 
WJAS, the Columbia outlet here, re- 
placing Benny Burton, who had the |} 
post when the fuss began, and Nel- | 
son Maples has been named to baton | 


KQV, NBS-Blue sta- 


Demands of Local 60 for added 


tne crew at 


| men at WJAS and a band for KQV, | 


which hadn'‘t rated importantly lo- 
cally until it became the Blue out- | 
let several weeks ago led to barring 
for a time of all remote band pick- | 
ups on both webs. Union's national | 
went to bat in Pittsburgh fight and, | 
after couple of days of bandless (sus- | 
taining) air, agreement was reached. | 
Terms of it, however, weren’t defi- 
nitely decided here between Bren- 
nen and Clair Meeder, head of Lo- 
cal 60, until last week. 


BEECHNUT SETS REVUE 
ON 12 COAST STATIONS 


Beechnut cigarets will have a 
‘King’s Size Weekly’ revue on 12 
Pacific coast stations starting Jan. 





there will be supps in Medford, 
Wentachee, Sacramento. 
Sam Pierce will produce for the 


Coast office of Lennen & Mitchell. 





Lum and Abner Renewa! — 





Miles Laboratories has renewed 
for ‘Lum and Abner,’ with the lat- 
ter’s 13-week okay starting Dec. 29. 
Wade is the agency. 

Series is on the NBC-Red on the 
Coast and on. the NBC- 
of the country. 


, sill 
otherwise 


| Kostelanetz program Sunday (14) on 
CBS for Coca-Cola. Following week’s 


| for Jan. 4, but James Melton gets the 


| NBC-Blue, 


'now being scripted by E. Anthony 
| Browne, 


j station western hookup. 


Those famous Lady Esther com- | 



































the 
‘Goodwill 
Station, 
I aa: 
Michigan s 
greatest 
advertisin 
medium 


in -broadcasting, have been | 
made to behave by the Federal Trade | 
Commission. Hereafter that unctu- | 
ous voice can’t break in to tell the | 
world that only Lady Esther is a 
pure face powder. 

Lady Esther has signed a legal | 
document to cease and desist from 
statements that all its competitors 
are poiconers. It will no longer say | 
that rival products ‘contain sand or | 
other gritty substances.’ 


TOM HUTCHINSON JOINS | 
RUTHRAUFF & RYAN 


Thomas H. Hutchinson has Joined | 
Ruthrauff & Ryan’s radio depart- | 
ment. 

He was with NBC for 10 years, his 


last assignment being program di- 
rector of the network’s television | 


J 
| 
department. | 
| 
| 
| 
} 
] 





COCA-COLA’S CHRISTMAS 


Lansing Hatfield in Repeat Show— | 
Parker, Baker, Melton Coming Up 


Frank Parker guests on the Andre} 


edition (21) of the series will be a 
revival of last year’s Christmas show, 
with Lansing Hatfield replacing John | 
Charles Thomas as soloist. 

Kenny Baker will be the guest on 
the Dec. 23 stanza. Soloist isn’t set 


assignment Jan, 11. George Zachary 
directs the series for the D’Arcy 
agency. 





Henry Norton in Hospital 


Portland, Ore., Dec. 9. 
Henry M. Norton, author of 
‘Granpappy and His Pals,’ locally 
produced variety-dramatic show on 
has been hospitalized 
with a broken hip, so the show is 


Ask any Edw. Petry office 
for more information about 
WJR, one of the eighteen 
CBS 50,000 watt stations. 





continuity chief of KEX, 
the originating station. 

‘Granpappy’ is sponsored’ by 
Neighbors of Woodcraft over a 24- | 
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CONCERT—OPERA 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 10, 1941 


—— 





Free Ford Concerts With Names Bring 
‘Unfair’ Squawk from Detroit Brokers 








Detroit, Dec. 9. 
The Ford Sunday Evening Hour 
is under attack by local concert man- 


agers for the attempt to establish a 
precedent which, the latter claim, 
may put concert brokers out of busi- 
ness if it spreads. At the end of 
every Sunday broadcast the heads 
of the Ford Motor Car Co. are ask- 
ing the performing artists to remain 
an additional half hour and play or 
sing a concert for the 4,500 gathered 
in the studio audience. . 

Josef Hofmann, pianist, was the 
first to be asked on Oct. 19. The 
artist obliged and has been booked 
for another Ford broadcast at $5,000 
for late April. Several others have 
refused, notably Lily Pons and Grace 
Moore, while some others have ac- 
quiesced. Local managers point out 
the admission charge is nothing, af- 
fording unfair competition on paid 
admission dates. 

The American Guild of Musical 
Artists has been asked to settle the 
controversy. 


Free Concert by Ganz 
Would Hike Interest of 
Kids in Classical Music 


Memphis, Dec. 9. 

This town saw something new in 
elassical music recently when Rudolph 
Ganz, conductor-pianist, played a 
one-hour concert absolutely free for 
1500 kiddies from four to 14. 
Skedded as a music appreciation 
promotion, affair took place at the 
Malco theatre downtown at 10 a.m. 
Nov. 29. No admish and no pay for 
anyone concerned. I. L. Myers, local 
business man, footed such bills as 
printed programs, piano drayage, 
lights, etc. 

Idea was fostered by Miss Kath- 
ryn Montreville Cocke, 81-year-old 
California music leader, who was 
born in Somerville, Tenn., and came 
back to these diggings for a few 
weeks this fall. Miss Cocke, long- 
time sponsor of juve programs in 
Los Angeles, interested Myers in 
same thing for Memphis. Her per- 
sonal friendship for Ganz managed 
his coming without fee. 

Pianist did varied program from 
Chopin to Debussy, plus his own key- 
board animal sketches. Prefaced 
each piece with explanation in plain 
language for youngsters. 

A similar event had been staged a 
month earlier with local musicians 
and explanatory musical slides pre- 
sented by Miss Cocke. Local musi- 
cal authorities are most enthusiastic 
and believe they have found partial 
solution to problem of interesting 
Young Americans in better stuff. 


REVIVE ‘PADRONA’ AT 
MET FOR BACCALONI 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. this 
season will revive Giovanni Pergo- 
lesi’s 208-year-old opera, ‘La Serva 
Padrona,’ not given by the Met since 
1934, for Salvatore Baccaloni. Opera 
will be doublebilled with Bach’s 
‘Phoebus and Pan.’ 


The 1934 cast included Editha 
Fleischer, Angelo Bada and Louis 
D’Angelo. Besides Baccaloni, Bidu 
Sayao and Alessio de Paolis are 
penciled in for this year’s presenta- 
tion, to take place sometime in Janu- 
ary. No specific date has been set. 

















BREAKING ’EM DOWN 


Columbia Concerts Cracks Through 
Tough Canadian Bookings 








Columbia Concerts Corp., through 
Ward French, president of Com- 
munity Concerts, its subsidiary, and 
Frederick C. Schang, v.p. of Colum- 
bia, cracked the wilds of Canada for 
the first time with a topnotch con- 
cert attraction. The Don Cossacks 
male choir played nine towns in 10 
days in November, in spots where a 
major attraction had never played 
before, and sold out in every spot 
at a $1,000 per night. 

Places where the Cossacks played 
were Shawingan Falls, Quebec; 
Chicoutinn, Quebec; Rimouski, Que- 
bec; Sackville, New Brunswick; 
Halifax, N. B.; Wolfville, N. B.: St. 
John, N. B., and Moncton, N. B. 


vv 


Heifetz, Horowitz In 
Duo Concert for Soviet 


Jascha Heifetz broke a sabbatical 
halfyear absence from the concert 
field Wednesday (3) in Hollywood, 
playing with Vladimir Horowitz in 
a concert to raise money for medical 
supplies for Russia. 

The violinist opens his soldout 
tour, which averages him $3,500 per 
concert, on Jan, 26 in Tucson, Ariz., 
and will play 27 dates through 
March 26. 


VICTOR SETS 
TOSCL, STOKI 


Both Arturo Toscanini and Leo- 
pold Stokowski have been renewed 
by Victor Records to conduct for its 
Red Seal classical label, former for 
three years and Stokowski for two. 
Both conductors have already re- 
corded material which has not yet 
been released. Toscanini batoned the 
Philadelphia Symphony and Sto- 
kowski recorded at the head of the 
NBC Symphony. 

Latter had been discing material 


for Columbia Records with his All- 
American Youth Orchestra. 


14. ORCH MGRS. SET 
FOR NEW YORK MEET 


Managers of 14 of the 16 leading 
orchestras in the U. S. will hold their 
sixth annual meeting in New York 
from Dec. 15-18 at the Lotos Club. 
Trade problems of all orchestras will 
be discussed. 

Managers of the Kansas City and 
Minneapolis orchestras are the only 
ones who won't be present. 


Shopping for Talent 


Four buyers of concert talent 
have arrived in N. Y. from the 
Coast. They are visiting the various 
talent bureaus and closing deals for 
the 1942-43 seasons. 

They are Margaret Donahue, 
Seattle; Cecelia Schultz, of the same 
city; W. F. Tibbets, Tacoma, and 
Frank Andrews, Portland, Ore. 























Erich Leinsdorf, Met conductor, 
will guest over WOR, New York, 
Jan. 20 with the WOR Symphony in 
a Wagner program. 


American Ballad Singers 
Booked for 40 Concerts 


The American Ballad Singers, un- 
der conductor Elie Siegmeister, have 
been booked for a 40-date concert 
tour of the U. S. Repertoire com- 
prises three centuries of American 
folk music beginning with the songs 
of the early Pilgrims and ending 
with Stephen Foster. 

A Town Hall, N. Y., concert will 
be given Dec. 21. Singers are under 
the management of Albert Morini. 


MET 75446 FOR 
WK., LOSES 
$2,000 


The Metropolitan Opera Co. rolled 
up a gross of $75,000 out of a pos- 
sible $97,500 on seven performances, 
for the week ending Monday (8). 
Loss was $2,500 on the week. 

Individual grosses for the week: 
Wednesday (3), ‘Samson et Dalilia,’ 
$8,500, lost $3,500; Thursday (4), 
‘Otello,’ $10,000, lost $2,000; Friday 
afternoon (5), ‘Don Giovanni,’ $10,- 
000 on a benefit, netted $1,000; Fri- 
day evening (5), ‘Traviata,’ $14,- 
000, netted $2,000; Saturday aft- 
ernoon (6), ‘Walkure,’ sold out at 
$15,500, netted $3,500; Saturday eve- 
ning (6), ‘Marriage of Figaro,’ bene- 








$1,000 profit; Monday (8), ‘Orfeo ed 
Eurydice,’ $7,500, loss of $3,500. 


C. L. Wagner Takes 
Over Md. Bookings 
From Col. Concerts 


Charles L. Wagner Concert Man- 
agement has cracked Community 
Concerts’ hold on Cumberland, Md., 








concerts there this year. Wagner 
points out that his series this year 
has 1,285 sponsors against 400-500 by 
Columbia the past few years. 
Columbia admits losing the town 
but declares that Wagner probably 
won’t be able to hold it since he has 
not the enormous list of attractions 
the larger organization can offer. 
Wagner is offering various Metro- 
politan opera singers and symphony 
orchestras as well as his own opera 
company. He feels the reason he 
has been able to crack Columbia’s 
hold is that he is announcing his list 
of &4ttractions before selling, some- 
thing Columbia does not always do, 
since that company does not always 
know how much a given city will 
raise toward its concert programs. 


Horowitz Tour Sold Out 


Vladimir Horowitz, pianist, has 
been sold out by Columbia Concerts 
Corp. for his annual tour of 35 dates. 

Pianist averages $3,500 per date. 














Chicago, Dec. 9. 
stili remains tops. That was evi- 
denced in Chicago the past week, 
when the soprano drew sellout 
crowds for both ‘Tosca’ and ‘Boheme.’ 
Coupled with that was her superb 
artistry. 
fourth week of the season. 

Miss Moore was in superb voice 
in ‘Tosca,’ singing a fiery ‘Vissi 
D’arte’ and bringing down the house 
with brilliant top B’s in the last act. 
Frederick Jagel, as Cavaradossi, sang 
sturdy top ‘A’s and ‘B’ flats in ‘Rec- 
ondita Armonia’ and ‘E lucevan le 
stelle,” but John Charles Thomas’ in- 
ert acting spoiled Scarpia’s villainy. 

On Wednesday (2), Licia Albanese 
went over witn an excellently sung 
‘Butterfiy,”” with her ‘Un bel di ved- 
remo’ stopping the show. Her act- 
ing was tops. James Melton, as 
Pinkerton, had a small voice but a 
fine lyric quality: he looked and acted 
well. George Czaplicki was a fine 
Sharpless. vocally and dramatically. 

‘Faust’ Friday night (5) was a flop, 
being bad artistically and dramatic- 
ally. Charlotte Symons was not ade- 





For boxoffice power, Grace Moore | 


It was the Chi Opera Co.’s | 


Moore Biz, Voice Bofty in Chi Opera: 
Jagel, Antoine, Albanese, Melton Nifty 


| Sidney Rayner, while he sang cred- 
ibly, hardly looked the lover. Rob- 
erto Silva was an ineffective Me- 
phisto, but Richard Bonelli stole the 
show with his ‘Avant de quitter,’ 
which was beautifully sung. The 
| conductor was Cooper. 

Saturday afternoon (6), ‘Boheme’ 
clicked on a wow performance by 
Miss Moore and Jagel, with Jagel 
stopping the show with a tremendous 
top ‘C’ in his ‘Che gelida manina.’ 
Miss Moore’s ‘Mi chiamino Mimi’ and 
‘Addio’ were of equal effect, while 
Dorothy Kirsten made an excellent 
Musetta, vocally and dramatically, 
with Czaplicki fine as Marcello. 
Cooper conducted. 

Saturday evening (6) ‘Martha’ pre- 
sented Josephine Antoine as its star, 
with the big-voiced coloratura click- 
ing in ‘Last Rose of Summer,’ which 
was superbly sung. Melton did an 
excellent job of ‘M’Appari,’ and 
Douglas Beattie’s Plunkett was tops 
dramatically and vocally. 

Monday (8) ‘The Barber of Seville,’ 
with Nino Martini, Bonelli, Miss An- 
toine and Virgilio Lazzari, was pre- 
sented for the second time this sea- 





quate vocally or dramatically, and! son. 


fit, sold out at $10,000 gross, for] 





> | ning 
and has taken over the series of | 





Astrid Varnay New Met Discovery, 
In ‘Walkure’ Debut; Other Reviews 





"y 


Pasadenans Back Opera 
Troupe for Road Tour 


Hollywood, Dee. 9. 

American Music Theatre, opera 
group composed of home talent and 
presenting popular classics in Eng- 
lish, was launched last week in 
Pasadena eiviec auditorium with the 
production of ‘Marriage of Figaro.’ 
Capacity crowd of 2,800 turned out 
for the debut. Group is backed by 
wealthy Pasadenans. 

George Houston, formerly with the 
Rochester Conservatory, is direct- 
ing the operas, and Richard Lert, 
quondam conductor of the Staats 
opera in Berlin, handles music di- 
rection. Group goes on the road 
early next year, doing three operas, 
the others being ‘Merry Wives of 
Windsor’ and ‘Barber of Seville.’ 
Tour wiil be under the direction of 
Sol Hurok in~ association with 
Simeon Gest. NBC will book. 


CHI OPERA CO. 
396 IN 4th WK. 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 
Rolling up a gross of $39,000 out 
of a possible $50,000, the Chicago 


Opera Co. closed its fourth week 
of a fiveweek season Monday (8) 
with a perfurmance of ‘Barber of 
Seville.” Latter grossed $8,000. 

During the week, ‘Tosca,’ Monday 
(1), grossed $10,000, a sellout; ‘But- 
terfly,, Wednesday, $2,500; ‘Faust,’ 
Friday (5), $3,500; ‘Boheme,’ Satur- 
day afternoon (6), $10,000, another 
seliout, and ‘Martha,’ Saturday eve- 
(6), $8,000. 














N. Y. Concert Reviews 











Dorothy Maynor 


Dorothy Maynor, soprano, who re- 
citaled at Carnegie Hall Wednesday 
evening (3), exhibited much that was | 
praiseworthy and much that was not. 
Soprano handles her songs well; she 
has a clear, concise style, with the 
vocal material and intelligence to 
deliver, but her diction was poor, 
her top tones shrill and out of pro- 
portion to the middle of the voice, 
which is luscious in quality. Miss 
Maynor’s voice sounded tired and 
metallic at times, and it was only 
when not driven to a forte that the 
natural beauty was fully revealed. 

Best of her selections was an en- 
core, ‘Depuis le Jour,’ from ‘Louise,’ 
where an exquisite mezza voce was 
displayed. 


Artur Rubinstein 


Feature of Artur Rubinstein’s play- 
ing of the Brahms Second piano 
concerto with the N. Y. Philharmonic 
Sunday evening (7) at Carnegie Hall 
was not the superb artistry, the 
delicate approach, the _ crashing, 
limpid tone the Pole secured from 
his instrument. The inspired singing 
by the capacity crowd of 2,200 people 
of “The Star Spangled Banner’ at 
the conclusion of the concert was 
spotlighted upon the announcement 
from the stage that war with Japan 
had begun. 


A d de nda 


_Marcel Grandjany, harpist, re- 
citaled at Town Hall Saturday night 
(6), playing mostly 17th and 18th 


century music ... he performed in 
brilliant style, with a wide range and 
intense feeling... . 

Nora Conklin, Canadian contralto, 
displayed a fresh, rich voice of much 
power and almost too much feeling 
at Town Hall Sunday evening ... 
singer is still a year or so away, 
since the entire voice is not com- 
pletely focused and the top tones 
have a tendency to spreal due to in- 
correct attack. ... 

Halmar Grabeau, Cuban pianist 
who recitaled at Town Hall Satur- 
day evening (7), displayed many 
mistakes and wooden playing with- 
out feeling or color. 





Robert Lawrence, assistant music 
critic of the N. Y. Herald Tribune, 
will conduct the Rhode Island Sym- 
phony Dec. 14 at the Providence 
Music Hall. Lawrence wil! feature 
Borodin’s second symphony. He will 
also conduct the WOR Symphony 
during Alfred Wallenstein’s vacation 





Jan. 13, 


* 


By EDWARD SMITH 


WALKURE 


Opera in three acts by Richard Wagner 
from libretto by Wagner; conductor, Erich 
Leinsdorf; stage manager, Desire Defrere: 
presented at Metropolitan Opera House 
N. ¥., Dec. 6, '41; $7.70 top. 7 

Cast: Laurits Melchior, Alexander Kipnis 
Friedrich Schorr, Astrid Varnay, Helen 
Traubel, Kerstin Thorborg, Maria Van 
Delden, Thelma Votkipa, Maxine Stellman 
Lucielle Browning, Mary Van Kirk, Doris 
Doe, Helen Qlheim, Anna Kaskas. 





Feature of the Metropolitan Opera 
Company’s first ‘Walkure’ of the sea- 


‘son was the debut of Astrid Varnay, 


22-year-old Swedish dramatic so- 
prano who was called at the last 
moment to replace the indisposed 
Lotte Lehmann, 

Miss Varnay came through sensa- 
tionally. Her acting was superb and 
she and the veteran Lauritz Mel- 
chior, by their dueting, suggested 
they had been singing together for 
years. Her voice is luscious, youth- 
ful and she used it judiciously. The 
climax of her performance came in 
Act I with a superbly sung ‘Du bist 
der Lenz,’ and the subsequent duet 
with Melchior sent a capacity atdi- 
ence echoing cheers to the rafters 

Best vocal honors went to Mel- 
chior. The tenor was in magnificent 
voice. His  stentorian tones cut 
through the terrific orchestration 
like Siegfried’s sword as he poured 
out a wealth of rich, flowing tone. 
His acting was tops, as usual. Helen 
Traubel assumed the role of Brunn- 
hilde for the first time at the Met 
and her powerful soprano blende 
beautifully with the heroic tones of 
Melchior. Her acting was adequate. 
She is a Brunnhilde to cope with, 
one who can fill the shoes of the de- 
parted Kirsten Flagstad. 

Friedrich Schorr was a tower of 
acting strength as Wotan, and where 
the music was not too high for him. 
But the 53-year-old baritone’s top 
notes faltered. Kerstif' Thorborg’s 
Fricka was shrewish and regal, and 
her vocal efforts filled the bill ac- 
ceptably. Alexander Kipnis was an 
ominous, terrifying figure, with his 
big bass booming sonorously in his 
small part. 

Erich Leinsdorf led an orchestra 
which was brilliant and erratic by 
turns, 


OTELLO 


Opera in four acts, music by Verdi and 
libretto by Boito; conductor, Ettore Panizza; 
stage director, Herbert Graf; chorus 
master, Fausto Cleva; presented at Metro- 
politan Opera House, N. Y., Dec. 4, ‘41 

Cast: Giovanni Martinelli, Lawrence Tibe 
bett, Stella Roman, Alessio de Paolis, John 
Dudley, Nicholas Moscona, George Cehar. »v- 
sky, Wilfred Engelman, Thelma Votkipa. 


The Metropolitan’s initial ‘Otello’ 
this season was successful due mainly 
to three factors: the singing of Gio- 
vanni Martinelli, the chorus and the 
conducting of Ettore Panizza. 

The great dramatic tenor, starting 
his 29th year at the house, delivered 
possibly the best ‘Otello’ of his New 
York career. Martinelli opened the 
opera with an ‘Esultate’ which figu- 
ratively blew the roof off the Met. 
Tenor kept up this standard through 
‘Ora per sempre addio,’ and in the 
‘Miseria mia’ he again shook the 
walls with a top ‘B’. His ‘Si pel ciel,’ 
with Lawrence Tibbett,- sent clarion 
top ‘A’s ringing through the house 
while the poignant ‘Niun mi Tema’ 
closed a magnificent performance. 
He was also excellent in his acting as 
the deceived Moor. 

Backing up the tenor in fine style, 
the chorus did its best singing of the 
year while the orchestra rose to 
magnificent heights under the guid- 
ance of Panizza. Tibbett was pass- 
able as the treacherous Iago. 
‘Brindisi’ in Act 1 was his best vocal 
effort, but the ‘Credo’ overpowered 
him and was inaudible on top notes. 
The ‘Dream’ went better, but didn’t 


reveal the Tibbett of old. Bari- 
tone’s acting was adequate. 

Stella Roman was wobbly vocally. 
Fundamentally, she has a good voice 
with excellent top notes and a fine 
mezza voce, but it is used in several 


(Continued on page 53) 


‘BAWDY’ OPERA SLATED 
FOR COFFEE CONCERT 


Eighteenth century opera, frankly 
billed as ‘bawdy’ and seldom seen in 
the United States, is the ‘shocker’ for 
tonight’s (Wednesday) audience at 
the Coffee Concert at the Museum 
of Modern Art, N. Y. Complete cast 
consists of four Negro singers. 

Opera is ‘The Chaplet’ by William 
Boyce. It runs only about an hour. 
Originally produced at the Drury 
Lane theatre, London, it was shelved 
during the Victorian period. Leh- 
man Engel will conduct tonight. 

This will be the fin&le of the cur- 
rent series of six Coffee Concerts, 
arranged and produced by Louise 
Crane. 
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Jimmy Dorsey Disc Sells 875,000, 


Freddy Martin 


Passes 600,000 


As 1929 Peak Sales Are Neared 


,% 
vt 





An idea of how far the recording 
industry has returned to the sales 
volume of the peak year of 1929 is 
in the two top platters so far this 
year. Jimmy Dorsey’s coupling of 
‘Maria Elena’-‘Green Eyes’ and 
Freddy Martin’s ‘Piano Concerto’ 
have outdistanced all competition of 
the past eight months and are the 
heaviest sellers any record company 
has released in the 12-year period. 

Dorsey’s Decca duo has sold 875,- 
000 copies and it’s expected to crowd 
the 1,000,000 mark before the year’s 
out. Martin’s Bluebird release has 
passed 600,000, and it’s still going 
strong. 

Prior to this year the outstanding 
sales-records were all around the 
300,000-400,000 marks, with a few 
surpassing a half-million. There will 
be a dozen or more hitting the lat- 
ter figure before the end of this 
month. 





McKinnon Leaves Decca; 
Voynow, Milton Gabler 
With Recording Staff 


Charles D. McKinnon has resigned 
as sales manager for the Decca Rec- 
ord Co.’s transcription and slide film 
department and his post has been 
taken by Ed Strauss. McKinnon has 
been with the firm since its incep- 
tion. 

Dick Voynow and Milton Gabler 
have joined Decca’s recording staff. 
Voynow was last with the Ward 
Wheelock agency as manager of its 
New York office. Years ago he was 
in Decca’s > oe branch. 


CLEVELAND SHUTS OUT 


SHAW FOR NEW YEAR’S| 


Because Cleveland theatre and 
nitery owners 
competition on so important a busi- 
ness evening as New Year’s Eve, 
Artie Shaw’s date for that night at 
the Cleveland Auditorium has been 


eancelled. Operators, visioning the 


available younger trade lured away | 


from them by Shaw, 
City Council and Mayor 
Lausche 
use the city-owned arena. 
Pickman, who steered RCA-Victor’s 
recent ‘Dance Caravan,’ which 
played the Aud., was promoting the 
Eve hop. He was up before the 
Council Friday (5) afternoon, but to 
no avail. 


pressured the 


Shaw instead has been set to play 
the Eve in New England, for Sy 
Shribman, at a spot that hasn’t been 
named yet. Shaw’s 32-piece outfit 
makes its first appearance in New 
York this week, opening tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at Loew’s State. 


LINES MEAN EVERYTHING 


CBS Yank Nearly Ends Tony Pastor 
Date at Armonk 











Tony Pastor’s band was momen- 
tarily pulled out of a scheduled 
stand at Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., 
last week, then the booking was | 
reinstated. Pastor’s contract for the | 
job stipulated that he was to get 
both Mutual and CBS. remote broad- 
casts from the spot, but CBS pulled 
its wire out last week. Bob Chester’s 
band is current. Pastor opens Dec. 
18 for four weeks, with options. 

Deal was straightened out when 
Mutual agreed to increase its week- 
ly pickups from the Cabin from 4 | 
to 9. CBS had been 
Pickups a week. 


; protested against alien | 


Frank | 
into refusing a permit to | 
Milton | 


making two 


Juan Arvizu’s Discs 





Juan Arvizu, Mexican tenor now 
on CBS sustaining, has been set to 
cut records for Columbia Recording. 

He’ll have his first date Friday 
(12). 


Sammy Kaye 
Needs No Tea 
Leaf Reader 


Rarely is a name band booked 
more than three months ahead, more 
often not that far, but Sammy Kaye’s 
orchestra is currently set solid as far 
ahead as Jan. 4, 1943, and, except for 
three open weeks following that date, 
knows where it will be until March, 
1943. And only two or three of the 
dates are one-nighters, usually ac- 
cepted as the backbone of any lucra- 











tive band tour. Work is mainly in 
| theatres (14 weeks), rest on loca- 
tion. 


| Location dates are: Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., four weeks, open- 
ing April 25; Essex House, N. Y. 
(where he’s current until Jan. 4), 
May 22-July 9; Strand theatre, N. Y., 
three weeks, July 10; Valley Dale, 
Columbus, O., three weeks, July 31; 
Essex House, N. Y., Oct. 16-Jan. 4, 
1943. Then comes the three weeks 
not set and another return to Mead- 
owbrook, for which the band has a 
10-year contract calling for at least 
eight weeks a year. 





SENTENCE HAROLD ROBERTS 
Los Angeles, Dec. 9. 

Sentence of one-to-50 years in San 
Quentin was meted out in Superior 
Court to Harold William Roberts, 
former leader of University of South- 
ern California band and special pub- 
licity representative of Musicians Lo- 
cal 47. 

Roberte had been eonvicted of 
| moral 
| girls. 








offenses against two young | 





1,000 OF MORE 
JOBS PERHAPS! 


Musicians Union States Its 
Investigation Discloses 
$17.50 a Week Paid Some 
Musicians by Some Carni- 
vals 





——_— — 


AGVA PRO-AFM 





Chicago, Dec. 9. 

James C. Petrillo, as head of the 
American Federation of Musicians, is 
now looking into the situation of 
AFM members as far as carnivals 
are concerned. This was indicated 
last week by the start of serious con- 
ferences between AFM representa- 
tives and the operators of the na- 
tion’s largest carnivals, to the end 
that the carnivals will fall in line 
with the rest of show business, and 
provide employment for AFM mem- 
bers. 

AFM investigations have discov- 
ered that working conditions and 
wage scale for musicians on most of 
these carnivals are pretty terrible, 
and the AFM is determined to right 
any wrongs immediately. 


It has been discovered that wages 
for musicians on these carnivals run 
as low as $17.50 weekly, and that the 
highest wage scaie uncovered was 
$27.50 a week. From these wages the 
| carnivals deduct from eaci: musician 
| the sum of four dollars weekly for 
berth and one dollar a day for meals, 
or a total of $11. In fact, the AFM 
found that many carnivals are hiring 
non-union musicians in the first 
place. 

To Be Cleaned Up 


This situation is due now to be 
cleaned up pronto and Petrillo is 
readying to take action against the 
carnivals unless the mess is now 
cleared away. 


For there were 182 carnivals ope- 
rating in the United States this past 
season, and these carnivals played a} 
total of at least 10,000 dates. 
| AFM it means employment of 1,000| 
'to 2,500 of its members, and any 
group of that size has the right to 
strong AFM protection. And the em- 
ployment stretch of these musicians 
by the carnivals runs an average of 
40 weeks a year. 

With so much at stake, Petrillo and 
the AFM are taking seriously their 
initial conferences with the carnival 





In 1917 So the 


Orchestra Trade 


Has Tough Job Doping the War 





Jingle Jangles 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 

Horace Griffith Collier, a for- 
mer violinist, last week pe- 
titioned the Delaware county 
courts to issue an injunction 
against his neighbor, Mrs. Bar- 
bara Ernst, to restrain her from 
playing her marimba. 

‘Every time I sit on my porch 
or pass by the house, she’s play- 
ing ‘Jingle Bells’,’ Collier told 
the court. ‘One day she played 
the same tune 68 times. It’s get- 
ting so that I keep hearing 
‘Jingle Bells’ ringing in my ears 
day and night. I can’t sleep.’ 

The court took the petition 
under advisement. 


Coca-Cola To 
Air 16 Bands On 














Coca-Cola, which sponsors the 
‘Spotlight Bands’ program nightly, 
except Sunday, on Mutual net, is 
laying plans to use a string of 16 
bands on the latter hookup New 
Year’s Eve. Outfits will be picked 


up from wherever they are working 
in 15 minute periods, running the en- 
tire program over an eight-hour 
stretch. Start will be at 11:30 p.m. 
Coca-Cola backs five 15-minute 





To the | ginning, 





(Continued on page 37) 


| pickups a week on Mutual, reserv- 
ing the Saturday half-hour as a 
prize shot for the band that sells the 
most records each week. Since be- 
five weeks ago, Freddy 
Martin and Glenn Miller have mo- 
nopolized the Saturday programs, 
Martin riding it three times and 
Miller twice on the strength of 
‘Piano Concerto’ and ‘Chattanooga 
Choo-Choo’ respectively. Curiously, 
Martin’s first two shots are credited 
with hypoing the then sagging sales 

of ‘Piano’ to the extent that he was 
given the fourth. Miller played the | 
third and fifth programs. 
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w= |dance job. 


By BERNIE WOODS 


What effect the war between the 
United States and Japan will have 
on the dance band industry is un- 
decided among booking agency execs 
and personal managers. Few at- 
tempted to hazard an opinion when 
asked, for the reason there are no 
past performances to base one on. 
During World War I there was no 
one-night trail such as exists today; 
dance band promotion dates con- 
sisted of private parties, and even 
then, it’s explained, there were per- 
haps only a dozen names in the field 
that meant enough to be booked. 

Those officials that expressed 
thoughts on the subject were wide 
apart in their views, too. One fig- 
ured that increased activity in draft- 
ing men into the Army would cut 
heavily into available admissions, 
and that most of those young men 
who were not inducted would be 
busy with the many forms of defense 
work, which naturally will be 
speeded up, to think about going out 
to dance, except possibly on week- 
ends, 

Another opined that the mental 


9 , 
New Year c Eve | depression into which the population 


has been tossed as result of war will 
last for perhaps three or four weeks, 
during which entertainment of all 
kinds will be sluffed, then a snap- 
back will occur, which will boom 
dance work in the hinterland single- 
date stands. 

So far the only dates cancelled as 
a result of Sunday’s (7) events in 
the Pacific shoved Tommy Tucker 
and Shep Fields’ bands out of Army 
and Navy bookings, both expected. 
Tucker had been down to play at 
Fort Benning, Georgia, Dec 20, and 
Fields was to play Norfolk, Va.,Navy 
| Air Station dance Friday (12). 


Four More Deaths of 
Musicians Returning by 
Car from Dance Date 














| Wichita Falls, Texas, Dec. 9. 
Four more lives have been snuffed 
lout in the ever increasing numbers of 
|members of orchestras who have 
| been killed in motor car wrecks 
| while going to or returning from a 
Johnny Cook, pianist; 
|Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Hayes and 
|Bernard Belson, all members of a 
|local group were killed at the edge 
of the business district here in a 
| grade crossing crash when the car 
| the group were riding collided with 
'a switch engine. 
Two of the party, 
i'Jimmy Scrodgens 
| ously. 
| A railroad switchman 
killed in oe } collision. 


Paul Burns and 
were hurt seri- 


was also 


BENNY GOODMAN AT 
NEW YORKER 10 MAR. 12 


Benny Goodman’s band remains at 
the New Yorker hotel, New York, 
| until March 12. Originally scheduled 
to leave Jan. 2, with dates already 
set up following his expected exit, 
|he is being heldover because the 
hotel feels that the business he 
pulled into its Terrace Room has 
been beyond expectations, and it 
doesn’t want to disturb a winning 
combination. He opened Oct. 9. 

Dates whieh Goodman had con- 
tracted to play, all classical stands 
with various Symphony orchestras, 
are being rearranged. He will play 
some on Sunday nights when he’s 
not on duty at the New Yorker, and 
others will be deferred. He’ll fulfill 
one at Cleveland Jan. 4, another at 
Pittsburgh Jan. 6, both with his full 
| band. First is a Sunday, 2d will de- 
mand a replacement band at hotel 
| the one night. Leader will also play 
Dayton, Jan. 12, but alone. 


AFM EYES OUTDOOR SHOWS 


ace Tours in 41 Sense Didn't Exist 
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U. of Penn Very Emphatic About Its Band Faves 


—Goes Shopping in 


Mostly) and N. Y. City 


Philly (Earle Theatre 














Another in the series of articles on collegiate likes and dislikes as re- 
gards dance music an&% dance bands. ae : 

The writers, staff members of publications at their respective schools, 
have been asked by ‘Variety’ to give the opinion of the student body as 
a whole, rather than pass personal judgment. 
shat is to be said nor how. These 
the undergraduates have written them, with the 


given further instructions as to U 
articles appear as 
expressed opinions being their own 


‘Variety’ publishes the series to give music men and band leaders a 
cross-section of current undergraduate opinion on dance music and 
bands, with the hope that it will be both informative and instructive. 


Neither has ‘Variety’ 








—— 
° ’ 
By Howard (Buddy) Robbins, ’42 
Philadelphia, Dec. 9. {four do dominate the scene. At the) 
Way down upon the Schuykill| moment, Sammy Kaye is No. 1 man 


River, in the land of Quakers and | 
good football teams, the University | 
of Pennsylvania student body is not 
overboard on either sweet or swing 
music, Our taste tencs to be con- 
gervative. When we like swing, it is 
either Glenn Miller or the Dorsey 
freres (Thomas and James), and 
when we like sweet, it is either 
Sammy Kaye or Kay Kyser. 

The extremes of boih blatant, 
raucous jazz, or the ‘ricky-ticky’ | 
mickey mouse bends are sirictly ta- | 
boo. Penn men and women want 
nice smooth ballads to cance to, and 
subtle solid swing to which they can 
listen. There hosn’'t been a band poll 
since the Democrats won an election | 
in this town (years and years ago),) 
but sweet and swing are about 
equally popular around these parts. | 

Getting down to individuals, there | 
is one band that really stands out! 
on the campus.. Just like that famous | 
‘modern design,’ Glenn Miller is tops | 
on recor¢s, in person and on the 
air. Penn men buy his records like} 
pancakes, attend his personal appear- | 
ances in droves, and listen to the 
‘program that satisfies’ three times a 
week, 


Miller is one of a select group that | 
has appeared at two dances at Penn, 
in ’38 at the inter-fraternity and in 
*°39 at the Junior Prom. Incidentally, | 
Miller’s Junior Prom was the great-| 
est in the school’s history, breaking 
all attendance and financial records. | 
Over 1,000 couples at $4 a piece is| 
not hay in any language, including | 
Esperanto. 

Next in popularity is the ‘senti- | 
mental gentleman, T. Dorsey, al- | 
though he does not stand out as | 
much as Miller. Mr. D. has playve 
the Ivy Ball twice, in '39 and ’41, 
which is a good illustration of the | 


high favor in which he is held. 
Other top bands in the swing field 
are Jan Savitt, Jimmy Dorsey, Artie 
Shaw, Woody Herman, Benny Good- 
man, Bob Crosby, Al Donahue and 
Gene Krupa. Savitt is a local boy 
and, as such, has long had a special 


spot in the Penn music picture. Just 
recently he played the Junior Prom 
with Shep Fields, and this. marked 
his high point here. His records have 


not been outstanding, 
steady sellers. 

Shaw is, of course, tremendous on 
records and anything he makes, from 
*Stardust’ to ‘Dr. Livingstone, I Pre- 
sume,’ is assured of success. Many 
of the students went downtown to 
see Shaw at the Earle theatre 
cently, since the chance of his play- 


although 


| still 


| broadcasts. 
‘about four years ago, just before he 


|new band are right now up among 


| Junior Prom date. 


re- | 


in sweet stuff, although his popu- 
larity is mainly accounted for by his 
recording of ‘Daddy,’ written by Bob 
Troup (Penn °41), a Mask and Wigger 
for several years. ‘Swing and Sway’ 


new bands that are definitely on the 
upbeat, and the word is getting 
around on them. Foremost among 
these is Claude Thornhill, who seems 
to be rising fast. The boys like his 
piano styling and the beautiful reed 
section. Alvino Rey and the King 
Sisters seem to be comin’ on, and 
their records are already seen around 
in great quantities in the frater- 
nities. Johnny Long is moving up 
on the strength of good danceable 
music and novel vocal arrangements. 
Vaughn Monroe, Chas. Spivak 
Another band that seems destined 
to reach the top is Vaughn Monroe. 
Charlie Spivak also seems. to 


has Sonny Dunham, especially on 
records. Carmen Cavallaro is al- 


ready being compared to Eddy Du- 
chin, although he has quite a way 
to go. 

Of course, when it gets down to 
real beautiful music, Fred Waring, 
Andre Kostelanetz, Paul Whiteman 
and Merédith Willson have no equal 
here, and those orks that are mainly 
featured on radio programs, such as 
John Scott Trotter, Skinnay Ennis, 
Ray Noble and Phil Harris also have 
their faithful fans. 

Just like most other campuses, the 
Latin craze has not been found lack- 





gets around via nice ballad record- 
ings and his sustaining air shots.) 
Last year Kaye gave a special Penn | 
night at the Earle theatre, and the | 
place was jammed with loyal sons) 
of the Red and Blue. Kaye is yet | 
another good bet for a Penn dance. | 
‘The old professor,’ Kay Kyser, is} 
tremendously popular, mainly 
nis Wednesday night 
Kyser played Ivy Ball 


because of 


really broke into the big-time. There- 
fore, the Penn students feel they 
have a special interest in him. There 
hasn’t been much. reaction yet to 
Ginny Simms leaving the band. Al- 
though she was a fine singer, Kyser’s 
reputation is so well established that 
this should not make too much dif- 
ference, 
Duchin, Lombardo, et al. 

After these two, the next choice 
of the students is ‘the magic fingers 
of radio,’ Mr. Duchin himself. Al- 
though the boys, as a rule, don’t fa- | 
vor the Persian Room or the Wal- 
dorf, Eddy has become a solid fa- 
vorite mainly because of his radio 
programs and recordings. 

Next comes a group similar to that 
in the swing field that rates just 
below the top favorites. Guy Lom- 
bardo is still well liked for his radio 
programs, and by the students who 
like to dance to the ‘sweetest music 
this side of heaven.’ Wayne King 
is appreciated by those who long for 
a relaxing period of melodic music, 
although, naturally, he would not be 
as popular as in the middle west, his 
home ground. Shep Fields and his 





here because of his 
From all indica- | 
tions, he’s got a new sax-y kind of | 
music. Phil Spitalny and his Hour} 
of Charm is one of the most widely | 
listened-to programs on the campus. | 

Freddy Martin, through one re-| 
cording, has done more for himself 
at Penn than he has in the last five 
years. His version of a new song by 
that ‘new’ writer. Pete Tschaikowsky, 
has everyone dizzy, and one can} 
hardly move a step without hearing | 
that four-bar introduction. The only 
thing is that the students are confused | 
between the different versions, and 
I have heard it called ‘Concerto for | 
22,’ ‘Tonight I Love the Concerto,’ 
and ‘Concerto on the Rilla Ra.’ Some 


the favorites 


; | of the higher class students still stick | 
ing a dance here is not too great, | 


to the Horowitz-Toscanini version on | 


|name bands. 





mainly because of budget trouble. the classical records, but what chance | 
‘ Woody Herman has steadily en- has this when the students can| 

anced his rep at Penn since playing} whistle the whole thing off Martin’s | 
the Ivy Ball last year. His discs are | record? } 


extremely popular, and especially his 
Own vocalizing of ballads 
Benny Goodman, the King hi: 


Lopez Coming Along 
Vincent Lopez has turned up of 
iseil,| late with a band which is both sweet 


is still one of the top names around 


and swing, and since his playing the 
these parts.’ His new band has been! Junior Prom in °40 has gained in the | 
accepted with quite a bit of enthusi- estimation of Penn students, espe ci- | 
x lO aa en ally his Taft Hotel broadcasts. | 
loyal serra Maaregieaan Bat ps tneli Frankie Masters has become very 
y f wing here. Bob Haggart | popular, via his radio program sus- | 
and Ray B uduc are the favorite in- taining shots and a number of song 
strumentalists. with which he is identified. 
Al Donahue and his fine band Orrin Tucker still retains some| 


played a dance at Penn a few years popularity, and a few good record- 
ago, and they were a‘ big hit. | ings would quickly put him back on 
Finally, the drummer man, Gene! top. : 

Krupa, is reaching the top select} Tommy Tucker is currently set- 
group. His record of ‘Let Me Off | ting the ‘World on Fire,’ from the 
Uptown’ is keeping the boys up late.| record of the same name. 

Krupa played the Ivy ball in ’40, and | There is another intermediate 
his personality made him a lot of |group here that has gained some 
Penn friends. measure of popularity mainly 


For the Cats bands that have only been or- 


Of course, for the real ‘cats’ on the |ganized for one to two years. This 
campus, records of Barnet, 


Basie,! would include Will 7 
Erskine Hawkins, Lunceford and the played the Junior Srenrte wee Bouke 
Duke himself are always in demand.| Byrne, Harry James, Bob Chester 
John Kirby and his group have! who played the Inter-Fraternity in 
gathered themselves a _ following} ’39; Tony Pastor, Teddy Powell and 
through discs and air time. Les Brown. These bands have a 
_ When one investigates the sweeter! chance to become favorites at Penn 
side of the picture, the favorites are| in the near future. 

Mot so outstanding, although three or Then there is a group of brand 





| Copacabana 


| American 
: 
nomer, is still the one place where 
you are sure to bump into your fel- | 


ing at Penn, and instead of figuring 
out accounting or engineering prob- 
lems, the main concern around here 
is conquering those new steps. No 
use denying that Cugat is No. 1 in 
the Latin hit parade, having gotten 
the jump on the rest. Pancho and 
Madriguera are the next most popu- 
lar, with the boys buying many 
single records of a lot of different 
Latin bands. 

A special word must be inserted 
for the late Hal Kemp, who was, 
until the time of his death, absolute 
tops by any measure, and Penn men 
seem to have a special place for him 
in their musical ideas. 

Earle Theatre's Distinction 

I noticed that my colleague from 
Oregon was complaining about the 
band situation in his small college 
town (Eugene, Ore.). Penn, of 
course, has at its disposal the third 
largest city in the United States, and 
it is hard to believe that, outside of 
the Earle theatre, there is not one 
single spot in this town that features 
Over the weekends, 
there is a mass migration to New 
York for those who are interested in 
dancing to topflight bands and one 
can hardly blame them. 

The Ben Franklin Hotel does, once 
in a while, have name bands, Frankie 
Masters is currently featured. The 
room at the hotel is especially nice 
and is favored by the campus 
dancers. 

The Brookline Country Club has 


evoke some spark on the campus, as | 


since Tony Pastor recently cleaned 
up the market for the tune. It jumps 
smoothly 
easily. 


o’Clock Drag’ 


relation to tune Bing Crosby recently 


imaginative arranging and plenty 
crack soloing, as well as lifting en- 
semble. 
slower in 
machines that use band’s stuff will 


sounds like it will have good machine 
possibilities once picture is released. 


gratiatingly by Ginny Sims. 
also from film, is flag waver cut in 





a name band once a week but, being 
during the week, it loses part of its 
value. There are many local spots 
to which the students go, but none | 
have top bands. 
N. Y. Fave Spots 

As for New York, it is hard to 
say where the majority of the stu- 
dents go. Naturally, places like the | 
Meadowbrook and Glen Island are 
extremely popular. The Biltmore 
Hotel has gone out of its way to 
make things nice for the student. and 
other hotels which are visited be- | 
cause of their their name bands. are 


the Astor, Pennsylvania, Commo- 
dore, Roosevelt, Lincoln, Edison and 
New Yorker. Cafe Society, Stork 
| Club, the Waldorf and the Plaza are | 
some of the more snooty places | 
visited by the upper crust of the 
Pennsylvania society. 

The Latin places in New York, 


like the Havana-Madrid, La Conga, 
and Beachcomber are 
favorite hangouts. Special mention 
must naturally go to the German- 
which, despite its mis- 


low collegian, 


Ball 
the wee hours of the morning. 


and ‘Drink a High 


Kay Kyser, conclusively proves this 
fact. 
(Next week: Michigan) 


More WNEW Dance Bands 


WNEW, New York, is lining up a 
series of live-band pickups for Sun- 
Pdays as part of the station’s plan to 
enlarge its Sunday program setup re- 
Sulting from recent swap of fre- 
quency with WOV. This enables 
WNEW to be on the air seven days 
weekly, 

Station has Jimmy Dorsey, Adrian 
Rollini, Lucky Millinder, Carl Hoff 
and Vaughn Monroe already set. 











shaded 
| tion of first, a solid ballad, ought to 


accomp, 
Kyser’s ‘Playmates’ film, also please, 


—— 


Disc Reviews 








Best Release of the Week: 


Glenn Miller: ‘Ev'rything I Love’-‘Baby Mine’ (Blue 11365). 
Miller lands solidly with fine arrangement of first, a strong tune from 
‘Let’s Face It’ musical. It'll be a big fave, box and counter, it’s the best 
side band has made in months. Raw Eberle sings, bit sloppily in spots, 
but otherwise okay, backed by chorus.* Tenor sax break is short and in 
mood. Eberie vocals reverse, too, a neat ballad from ‘Dumbo,’ using 
similar chorus background formula, It’s okay, and should help in sales. 











Carl Hoff: ‘Kentucky Babe’—'I 
Know Why’ (Okeh 6478). Though 
Hotff’s band isn't too well known yet 
the ‘Babe’ side should boost his 
standing considerably. He uses an 
extremely commercial years - old 
melody, and gives it a slick interpre- 
tation, best side he has made yet. 
It should prove big seller all-around 
once it catches on. Mostly vocal, by 
Murphy Sisters and Tony Russell, 
side is standout for machines. Re- 
verse is another good tune, a new 
pop. Russell vocals stiffly. 


from the regular lyric, but it’s okay 
melody’s there. Rey’s side jis fast, 
sung well by the King Sisters, who 
substitute jive spiel for the lyric 
also. It’s well done, but Miller's ig 
more effective. 





Dinah Shore: ‘This No Laughing 
Matter’—‘I Got It Bad’ (Blue. 11357), 
Combination of Miss Shore and two 
good tunes suggests sock sales. She 
handles first, strong ballad, in swell 
style, but does better on reverse, a 
rising torch .melody more up her 
alley. She gets much better accom. 
paniment on it, too, and it will prob- 
ably sell best of two good ones. 





Benny Goodman: ‘The Earl'-‘Let's 
Do It’ (Okeh 6474). A bow to Earl 
Hines, first side is enthusiastically 
played fast hop instrumental that 
carries a fiock of solid moments. It’s 
full of sock piano passages, tricky 
arranging and Goodman clarinet. As 
with most of latter’s late stuff, how- 
ever, it’s strictly for counters and 
hot boxes. Reverse is hard to figure 





Tommy Tucker: ‘Cancel Flowers’~ 
‘Skunk Song’ (Okeh 6466). Written 
by writers of ‘World On Fire; 
first tune stacks up as commercial 
item for machines and counters un- 
der Tucker’s smooth, moderate 
tempo treatment. Don Brown and 
Voices Four vocal. Reverse is nov- 
elty first done few weeks ago by 
Tommy Dorsey. It’s fair, less effec. 
tive than Dorsey’s and won't help 
sales. Kerwin Somerville-Voices 
Four vocal. 


and Peggy Lee vocals 





Duke Ellington: ‘Clementine’-‘Five 
(Victor 27700). It’s 
labelled ‘Clementine,’ but first is no 





Mills Bros.: ‘Bells of San Raquel’— 
‘Guess I'll Be On My Way’ (Decca 
4170). Mills group does a pretty list- 
less job on either side; they're per- 
haps least appealing they have made 
lately. First, fair ballad, is draggy 
and punchless in same_ too-slow 
tempo all -way. Rhythmic break 
would have helped. Reverse, sim- 
ilar in speed, isn’t much melody. 


clicked with; at least it’s not recog- 
nizable. No matter though, this is 
Ellington in an outstanding groove. 
Side is loaded with points Ellington 
fans look for, rocking rhythm, 


Same goes for reverse, bit 
tempo. .Counters and 


be pushovers. Sammy Kaye: ‘Shrine of St. Ce- 


celia’—‘Santa Claus Is On His Way’ 
(Victor 27691). ‘Shrine’ tune is pick- 
ing up followers; it lends itself to 
Kaye’s style and his church atmos- 
phere, solovox-break treatment is 
commercially strong. Machines and 
counters will sell it; Alan Foster vo- 
cals easily. Timely reverse is also 
okay, side for counter outlets mostly, 
however. Kaydets vocal. 





Kay Kyser: ‘How 
Dream’-“‘Thank Your Lucky Stars’ | 
(Col. 36441). Another good melody 
from Kyser’s ‘Playmates’ film, first 


Long Did I 


It’s played smoothly at moderate 
tempo and sung cleanly and in- 
‘Stars,’ 
Harry James: ‘Melancholy Baby’— 


fast, lifting tempo. It’s nice; Harry 





Babbitt, backed by quartet, does | ‘My Silent Love’ (Col. 36434). Fine 
vocal, followups to James’ current fave, 
‘You Made Me Love You,’ either of 

Bing Crosby: ‘Do You Care’-| these can fill its shoes. Leader's 
‘Humpty Dumpty Heart’ (Decca| open horn, clean bandwork and a 
4064). Crosby’s tasteful, beautifully | melodic string-studded arrangement 


adds up solidly on first, an instru- 
mental. However, reverse has better 
punch for boxes. It not only repeats 
virtues of first, but adds a fine vocal 
by Dick Haymes to sum total 


and sentimental interpreta- 
Good 
Kay 


push it to top sales brackets. 
too. Reverse, from 





but won't figure. Woody Herman’s | ans 
band is backing, and it’s good. Gene Krupa: ‘Anniversary Waltz’— 
‘I Think of You’ (Okeh 6455). It 
‘Tommy Dorsey: ‘Violets for Your | looks like Krupa isn’t kidding about 
Furs'—Somebody Loves Me’ (Vic.| losing his jive kick; first here is a 
27690). Dorsey’s own writers have| Waltz (pass the salts) and it sounds 
another probable ballad click in| g00d, both as a tune and in the way 
‘Violets,’ though it is a tough tune | it’s handled. Jack Desmond's vocal 
to sing. Frank Sinatra’s vocal is| is better than previous efforts; he’s 
solid and band background is smooth, backed by smooth bandwork. Sales 
Dorsey’s trombone break standing will be mostly on counters, however, 
out. While tune is building a fol-| f0r boxes topper is Bing Crosby’s 


at Nightfall’ can be heard into | 


| lowing, however, the jumping, rhyth- 
mic standard coupling will do sell- 
| ing, machines or counters. It’s 
exciting arrangement, well played. 


Pied Pipers vocal. 

iseteais 

| Claude Thornhill: ‘Autumn Noc- 
turne’-—‘Where Has My Dog Gone’| 


(Col. 36435). Thornhill and Colum- 
bia finally did it—and it didn’t hurt 


aided by Irving Fazola’s outstanding 
clarinet. Reverse’ kicks solidly; 
jumping version of an oldie and 
a good example of what this 
band can do along medium hop lines. 
It’s a piece any machine can use. 
oe (for which we're thank- 
ul), 





Glenn Miller: ‘Jingle Bells’; Alvino 
Rey: ‘Santa Claus Is Coming to 
Town’ (Bluebird 11353), Victor 
pulled good stunt in coupling these 
timely items by different bands. 
Either side is solid, but Miller's 
sprightly, muted brass work on 
‘Bells’ will sell best in boxes and on 
counters. Tex Beneke Modernaires 
and Ernie Cesares vocal in easy, 
rhythmic tempo digressing, of course, 





an | 





| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


| 


Penn students are not hard to|® bit; they finally released contrast- 
please so far as dance bands go. ing sides. ‘Nocturne,’ a fine melody, | 
| All they want is an even mixture of | is going vo take a while to catch on 
sweet ballads and fast swing num- | (Shep Fields made it first), but it 
bere Give them that and they ete should eventually move in boxes. 
well satisfied. The popularity of | It's for counters BOW. 's a swell 
Miller, the Dorseys, Sammy Kaye, Job full of Thornhill’s pianoing, 





(Decca 4065) backed by ‘Shepherd 
Serenade,’ another capable tune. 
Desmond is considerably less effec- 


tive on reverse, fair ballad as he 
Sings it. 
Kay Kyser: ‘Humpty-Dumpty 


Heart’—‘Romeo Smith, Juliet Jones’ 
(Col. 36433). Two tunes from 
Kyser’s forthcoming ‘Playmates’ film 
are handled well and they undoubt- 
edly will move when picture is re- 


leased. Of two ‘Humpty’ seems best, 
sung by Harry Babbitt in moderate 
tempo. It’s cute. Reverse is novelty 


at lifting speed, sung by Babbitt- 


Ginny Sims. It’s peppy. 





Tony Pastor: ‘You Can Depend On 
Me’—‘El Choclo’ (Blue. 11359). Pas- 
tor rings the bell on the old tune; 
arrangement isn't particularly bright, 
but his styled vocal, at easy, rocking 
tempo, sells the side edsily. Mod- 
erate box sales, but good counter 
traffic. Reverse is good material for 
machines. An amusing story in the 
lyric, sold by Pastor at average speed, 
side is very listenable. 





Manny Prager in Ionian Room of 
Deshler Wallick hotel, Columbus, for 
indefinite stay. Follows Jack Leon- 
aid who has moved on to Dayton’s 
Merry-Go-Round as replacement for 
Carl ‘Deacon’ Moore. 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, ts the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give | 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and | 
holiday pric2.) 











Covers Total | 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band Hotei Played Week On Date 
Eddy Duchin*....Waldorf (400; $1-$1.50)............. 9 2,000 17,300 
Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)........ 8 1,775 16,000 
Harry James..... Lincoln (200; 75c-$1)..........c00. 12 925 10,375 
Val Olman*...... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)............. 4 7250 250 
Ray Kinney*’..... Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 34 1,425 46,100 
Glenn Miller..... Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1).......... 9 2,000 20,025 
Vaughn Monroe*.Commodore (400; 75c-$1)........... 9 1,475 11,300 | 





*Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the 
major draw. ¢ 2 days. 


Chicago 

Les Brown (Blackhawk, 400; $1.25 min.). 
present indications, and could stay longer. 
last week handled 2,500 people. 

Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House, 600; $3-$3.50 min.). 
liams orchestra is now big Chi. name. Came through with 3,800 customers | 
last week, fine. , 

Lou Brees (Chez Paree, 500; $3-$3.50 min.). Business slipped somewhat, | 
with 3,500 patrons jast week, but apparently not due to Breese band, which | 
has been booked for return date next spring. 

Dec. 24. 

Jack Teagarden (Panther Room, Sherman Hotel, 700; $1-$2.50 min.). Now | 
in third week here, and doing excellently. While most bands are here for | 
four weeks only, Teagarden will hold for a fifth. Fine last week with 2,900 
patrons. 

Art Kassel (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel, 300; $1-$2 min.). Kassel or- 
chestra has its regular following and came up with 2,000 last week. 


Will go into January from 
Has been doing great job here; 





Wil- | 


Departs for theatre tour | 


San Francisco 


Henry Busse (Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 50c-$1.50). Weeks end 
Wednesday nights here, making Busse’s first a short one. He opened Sat- 
urday Big Game night, sharing 1,100 covers with Paul Whiteman’s final 
sesh. Three remaining days, poorest af the week, added 600, giving Busse 
a strong send-off. 


Los ‘Angeles 


Ray Noble (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
not so hefty at 1,500 covers. 

Carl Ravazza (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). Weekends carrying 
the bulge and trade plenty profitable with 6,500 customers. ‘ 

Stan Kenton (Palladium; 6,000; 65c-$1). Newcomer catching on with 
the younger set and should. repeat or better his 15,000 of last week. 

Bob Crosby (Trianon, South Gate; 800; 55c-75c). Still bouncing along 
to solid biz and ought to poll another 6,500 payees. 

Harry Owens (Roosevelt; 300; 75c-$1). Won't get past the 800 mark but 
plugging along for holiday season. 

Ted Weems (Casa Manana, Culver City; 2,000; 55c). 
get past 5,000, which is normal biz for this crew. 

Paul Whiteman (Florentine Gardens; 1,100; $1-$1.25 admission). Off 
with a bang and a cinch for a big 7,500 on his first of a 10-week stand. 
Opener (Thurs.) brought overflow of 1,175 customers. 


Shaw Culls $3,000 on Portland 1-Niter: 


Class trade somewhat off and 


Doubtful if he’ll 





| last week. 











AFM Eyes 


an COntinued from page 35 
owners, who hurried into the AFM 
meeting immediately upon finishing 
their annual outdoor convention here 








‘Out’ Angles 
Top carnival operators started to 
look around for ‘out’ angles as soon 





as the AFM broached the subject, 
and several of these carney men con- ° ’ 

tacted the American Guild of Va- Xavier Cugat’s Dates 
riety Artists which has many carni- 

vals tied up on other union contracts. 7 ’ F er 
When queried how it would stand in-- Xavier Cugat's band - arens 
case an anti-AFM fight developed | Pesular dance promotion one-night- 
with the carnies, the AGVA told the| ers for the first time this year. Since 
carnival operators flatly that AGVA| the sharp increase in popularity of 


members would not go through any | : ‘Ss 
AFM picket line. And. that about | anes conga, etc. Latin combi 








P ° é ..|nations have been in demand, but 
sews it up since the AGVA inherits! heretofore none have gone into one- 


night work without being coupled 
with a popular style, American 
band. Cugat has already played 
several hops in the New York «rea, 
and is down to work at Brookline 
C. C., Philadelphia, Dec. 27. 

Payoff, however, is his scheduled 
date at Harlem, N. Y.’s, Savoy Ball- 
room, Dec. 14. 


FREDERICK BROS. TAKE 


the old outdoor franchise of the| 
American Federation of Actors to 
which the American Federation of| 
Labor gave all outdoor workers with | 
the exception of musicians and bill-| 
posters. AGVA has the right to all! 
such workers, with the exceptions 
noted, but normally includes, besides | 
talent, the ticket-takers, talkers and | 


|spielers. It released the manual} 
worker and laborer, 
AFM long ago recognized the 


rights of the organized actor on car-| 
nival shows and under Joe Weber 
issued standing rule No. 13 which 
states that no AFM member could 
play before or behind an act unless 
that act was AFA (now AGVA). 





FOLLOW OUR 
TROOPS 





U. S. JUKEBOXES: 





OVER RADIO OUTFIT 





Chicago, Dec. 9. 

Frederick Bros. Musie Corp. con- 
tinues the expansion program upon 
which it embarked a few months 
ago, and last week took over the 
entire firm of Gordon & Williamson, 
Inc., radio production and artist 
management outfit. With the deal 


the entire personnel of the New 
York office of G-W shifts to the 
New York office of Frederick Bros. 
under a long-term contract, and 
moving over with it to the Fred- 





A donation of 66 coin machines 
has been made to the U. S. Army 


Morale division by Wurlitzer, manu- 
facturers of jukeboxes. They were 
delivered to the Army at Governor's 
Island, N. Y¥., last week (6) to be 
shipped to recreation rooms at Ice- 
land, Greenland, Bermuda, Trinidad, 
Alaska, Hawaii, et al, camps. Before 
being turned over, however, they 
were set to operate without coin in- 
sertions, of course. 


erick banner will be Joe Marsolais 
j}and Harold Weaver, Jr. They are 
| added to the regular N. Y. office staff 
| for Frederick Bros. of Roy Johnson, 
location booker, and Milt Deutsch, 
one-nighters. 

This marks still another big step 
for Frederick Bros. agency, which 
started in one room in Kansas City, 
Mo., and a small territorial cov- 
erage, to now nation-wide spread. 
Have such names on their talent list 
as Lawrence Welk orchestra, Red 





Columbia Records at the same time 
did its bit. Approximately 12,000 
Columbia and Okeh sides were | 


Nichols, Anson Weeks, Fletcher 
Henderson, Tiny Hill, 


Recently took over entire 22d 


Boffo Theatre Band Biz; Hawkins 
Hefty 336, Det.; Long $23,000, Pitt: 
Fields 186, Philly Savitt, 176, Cleve. 


(Estimates for This Week) 

Cab Calloway, Boston—(RKO- 
Boston; 3,200; 30-35-44-55-65). Get- 
ting negligible support from ‘Date 
With Falcon’ (RKO) on screen, band 


is taking responsibility for neat 
$19,000. 

Johnnie ‘Scat’ Davis, Chicago— 
(Oriental; 3,200; 28-44-55). Coupled 


with Mills Bros. on stage and ‘Mar- 
ried Bachelor’ (M-G}) on screen. Da- 
vis gets credit for bulk of healthy 
$19,000. 

Skinnay Ennis, Los Angeles—(Par- 
amount; 3,595; 30-44-55). ‘Glamour 
Boy’ (Par) and ‘Skylark’ (Par). 
Traveled on after two weeks of giv- 
ing out (3d) to keep house on top 
rungs with swelegant $15,000 for final 
stanza. 

Shep Fields, Philadelphia—,Earle; 
35-46-57-68-75). With John Boles, 
Marty Bohn and others on stage, in 
addition to ‘Blues in Night’ (WB) on 


screen. Barely gaining house par 
with $18,000. 
Lionel Hampton, Brooklyn— 


(Strand; 2,600; 30-40-50-55). With 
Maxine Sullivan on stage and ‘Sing 
for Your Supper’ (Col) as picture. 
Lean $7,500 in four days. 

Erskine Hawkins, Detroit—(Mich- 
igan; 4,000; 50-55-65). Four Ink 
Spots responsible for heft. ‘Look 
Who’s Laughing’ (RKO) on screen, 
Smash $33,000. 


Woody Herman, New York— 
(Strand; 2,756; 35-55-85-99). With 
‘They Died With Their Boots On’ 
(WB) (3d-final wk). Maintaining 
steady pull, with concluding (3d) 
week looking $29,000 or close. Last 
week (2d) was $36,000, good. 

Harry James, New York—(Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). Rounded 
out third week last night (Tues.) 
with Ray Bolger on stage and ‘Sky- 
lark’ (Par) on screen at satisfactory 
$36,000. Second week was a very 
substantial $47,000. 

Johnny Long, Pittsburgh—(Stan- 
ley; 3,800; 30-44-60-66). With Phil 
Regan and 3 Stooges. ‘Unholy Part- 
ners’ (M-G). Picture can step aside 
and distribute. bows for fine $23,000 
among vaude acts. Long’s band got 
its start here and Pittsburgh has 





picked up bv Army trucks, packed in| foor of the Mather Tower here for 
boxes of 100, for shipment to various| the Chicago headquarters for what 











Calloway, Basie Also Hit the Mark 





(Estimates) 


Count Basie (Brookline C. C., 
Phila., Dec. 6). First sepia band 


here gave a strong account of itself; 
1,100 at $1 a head, best mark since 
spot changed to Saturday operation. 


Cab Calloway (Memorial Aud., 
Burlington, Vt., Dec. 3). Calloway 
did nice job here, drawing about 
1,000 at 95c advance $1.10 door for 
approximately $1,000. 

Glen Gray (Totem Pole 8B. Au- 
burndale, Mass., Dec. 1-6). In 11th 
week Gray’s biz held up well; 16,000 
at $1.45 couple for fine $11,600 gross. 
Band stays another week; Johnny 
McGee and Dick Stabile follow. 

McFariand Twins (Muhlenberg C., 
Allentown, Pa., Dec. 3). McFar- 
land’s came out of school with good 











Dick Kuhn 
and His Orchestra 


The Biggest Little Band 
in Radio 


4th Year Hotel Astor 


DECCA RECORDS 


MUTUAL NETWORK 
Dir.: M.C.A, 








j 
| 
| 
; 


| 


$1.65 underclassmen, $2.75 alumni. 


$2.20 advance, $2.75 door rang up 





posts. Meior Justi: G. Doyle, of 
Morale aris. accepted both contribu- | 
tions for the Army. Machines and 
discs will be on duty by Xmas. 





gross of $1,051; 500 attendance at | 


Alvino Rey-King Sisters (Masonic 
B., Detroit, Dec. 6). Rey pulled 
1,800 dancers at frat hop sponsored 
by three Universities. Admission of | 


solid $2,000 or so. 

Artie Shaw (Municipal Aud., 
Portland, Me.). Shaw was moved 
from usual Ricker Gardens to Aud. 
and drew sock 2,500 at $1.20. 

Jerry Wald-Newt Perry (Raymor- 
Playmor B., Boston, Dec. 5). In 
twin hopperies Wald and Perry, both 
known kere now, pulled fine 1,700 
at 65c-55c for $1,020. Next night 
(6) Wald, coupled to Chick Hath- 
away, local crew, drew 2,200 for big 
$1,320. 


KELLEHER, BALLROOM 
OWNER, ELECTED MAYOR | 











Newburyport, Mass., Dec. 9. | 


John M. Kelleher, operator of a' 
local ballroom and skating rink, was | 
elected mayor of this city, defeating | 
Andrew J. Gillis in a heated cam- 
paign. Kelleher, a former member 
of the City Council, was defeated for 
the office by Gillis six years ago. 

Gillis ran his campaign from the 
Essex County farm prison, where he 
is serving sentence for criminal libel. 
He recorded speeches there which 
were broadcast during the campaign 
from Station WESX, Salem. 
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‘Music with the STRONG Appeal’ 


BOB STRONG 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
UNCLE WALTERS DOG HOUSE 
NBO-R 


Management: M.C.A. 





|after a triple-barrelled 





Glenn Miller’s Saturday mg oy 
NBC broadcast from Penn hotel, 
N. Y., also has donated flock of rec- 
ords and machines to Army selectee 
training camps in the U. S. So far | 
Miller has given away 19 machines} 
and 3,050 records to camps all over | 
the country. 





AMATEUR BANDS 
LAST ONE NIGHT 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 


A ‘hot band’ contest among ama- 
teur musicians in Philly at an up- 
town indie filmer folded last week 

crackdown 
by the Musicians Union, the Inter- 
national Alliance of Theatre Stage 
Employes (projectionists) and the 
City Fire Marshall. The contest was 
co-sponsored by the Jitterbug World, | 
a local mag on swing bands and/| 
bandsmen, and the Tioga, part of a} 
chain operated by Lewen Pizor, 
president of the United Motion Pic- | 
ture Theatre Owners. 


Initial competition began last Mon- 
day (1) in which the first of 15 
bands performed. Additional bands 
were skedded to play on successive 
Monday nights. But the Musicians 
Union acted immediately. After 
placing a picket line around the 
Tioga, the union invoked its agree- 
ment with IATSE and issued a ‘road 
call’ to projectionists. The opera- 
tors local informed the theatre it| 
would have to honor its pact with | 
the tooters unless the competish was | 
called off. On Wed. (3) the Fire 
Marshall called Max Kuperstein, 
manager of the Tioga, and declared | 
that any ‘live show’ on the theatre’s | 














stage would be in violation of regu- | 
lations. 


is now the home office of the entire 
agency. 





802 Derives $7,000 


For Medical Fund 


Benefit hop run by New York local 


Musicians at Manhattan Center, N.Y., 
week ago Monday (1), turned up 
shade under $7,000 for 802’s Medical 
Fund. Gross was about $8,000 from 
attendance of 4,100, and expenses and 
government admission tax ran slight- 
ly over $1,000. Tickets were $2 this 
year, as against $1 last. 

All name bands available around 
New York at that time participated 
in relays. As usual, they were broad- 
cast by WNEW, N. Y. 





Foster May, Newscaster, 


Buys into Ballroom| 


| tective 


Wahoo, Neb., Dec. 9. 
Radio newscaster Foster May, of 
WOW, Omaha, has turned, 


the terp biz as a sideline. 

Purchased Wanahoo Park, and are 
operating once weekly waiting for 
the opening of work on a 


here, 


| 
| 
| 


|802 of the American Federation of | Falcon’ (WB), satisfactory $17,000. 





with | 
Olie Anderson, auto dealer here, to | 


slated | 
bomb-ordnance plant to be built| 


watched his climb affectionately, 
with result that there’s plenty of in- 
terest in outfit locally; Regan and 
Stooges have steadily been b.o. at 
Stanley, although never to extent 
that they are now billed along with 
Long. 

Buddy Rogers, San Francisco— 
(Golden Gate; 2,850; 39-44-55). With 
‘Gev Falcon’ (RKO). Excellent 
$15,. _0 largely on Rogers’ popularity 


| here. 


Jan Savitt, Cleveland—(Palace; 3,- 
700; 30-35-42-55-65). With ‘Maltese 


Artie Shaw, Providence—(Metro- 
politan; 3,200; 44-55-65). Screen has 
‘Citadel of Crime’ (Rep). Zowie 
$10,000 on three days. 

Joe Venuti, ey ee 
2.150: 33-44-60). Getting plenty 
help from Andrews Sisters on stag@ 
‘Unexpected Uncle’ (RKO) on scree 
Great $14,500. 


Boston Local Elects 


Boston, Dec. 9. 

George Gibbs was re-elected pres- 
ident of the Boston Musicians’ Pro- 
Association of the American 
Federation of Musicians, A. F. of L. 
for the 13th year. 

Other officers elected: Gustav Fis- 
cher, vice-president; Edward Kurth, 
secretary-treasurer; Herbert Nicker- 
son, trustee, and five members of the 
board of directors, Pete Herman, 
Louis Weiner, Thomas Hawkins, Wil- 
liam C. Eastman, William Daley. 











SWEEPING THE COUNTRY 


THE SHRINE OF SAINT CECILIA 


DISCOVERED AND INTRODUCED 


AL DONAHUE 


and His Orchestra 


Okeh Record No. 6413 
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Inside Stuf—Orchestras 


Billy Rose, as head of Billy Rose's Exposition Spe tack which oper- 
ated ‘The Barbary Coast’ nitery at the N. Y Worl ’s Fair, h ent ren a 
judgment of $11,008 against the New York lIccal of the American Fe 
eration of Musicians. Rose had previously obtained a $10,000 vercict rom 
N. Y. supreme court justice Louis A Valente in a sult to recove! a bond 
that he had deposited with the union 1 June, 1940. The $1,0°8 covers 
court costs and interest. The union at the time required Rose to put up 


his discha when 


a bond after Abe Lyman had protested against 
converted the spot into a bar. Lyn 
hired at $2,500 a week on a run-of-the-show 
of the spot to Nicky Blair, Rose’s general manacer, 
he (Rose) was still responsible under the contract. 


that the trans sfer 


ligible 


basis and 


Was neg 


Al Donahue’s band may wind up a bit groggy New Year's Eve, but it 
won't be a result of celebrating. ) 
spots 45 miles apart, appearing twice at each stand. I will play 
Plymouth theatre, Worcester, Mass., and also at the Arcadia Ballroom, 
Providence, R. I., using a bus and police escort to quicken the trips. 


Outfit goes first to the Plymouth at 5 p.m. 


Rose 
an contended that his b: ot had been 


and that 


Band is booked to double between two 
the 


| 


for a rehearsal of the stage | 


| 


daies only. For his radio pro- 

Spitalny is keeping Mary 
M: irtha Briney and Bob Carter, who 
are not available, however, for his 
ight stands, 


dance 


gran 


one-n 


| 
Ray Heatherion’s orchestra opened | 


New 


in the Rainbo Room ot the 
Kenmore Hotel, Albany, Dec. 1, suc- 
ceeding Cab Calloway. 

Leighton Noble band booked for 


Pitt Freshman Ball at Hotel Schen- 


ley, Pittsburgh, Friday (5). 

Van A ander has three new 
faces in his band: Chuck Maxon, 
trombone: Johnny Austin, second 


trumpet, and Frank Ludwig on tenor. 


and singer, 
radio sta- 


Dick Rogers, violinist 
is new entertainer on 


tion KFPi's staff in Wichita. 
Jay Miller orch into Freddie's 
Ca‘e, ‘Cleveland, for extended en- 


Qagzen t. Comes from Ritz Club, 


| Coh 


show, then drives to the Arcadia to play from 8-10 p.m Escort takes | 
over at that point to get ‘em back to Worcester by 11:19 p.m, for the 
midnight stage job, then back to the Arcadia to play from 2-4 a.m. Next 


step is back to the theatre to begin a three-day stay, first show 


for about 1 p.m. 





Ernie Diven, one of the original members of Mitchell Ayres’ cooperative 
band, has sold his interest and quit the outfit to study serious music. He 
intends trying for a place with the New York Philharmonic 


With Ayres he played sax and doubied to clarinet, flute, @boe, bassoon. 


Place was taken by Milton Loeffler, from Cherlie Barnet. 
Ayres’ crew originally was Little Jack Little’s. It incorporated itself 
after Little dropped out. 


After having agreed toe a four-side-with-options test series of records 
on the Okeh label Muggsy Spanier’s band changed its mind before the 
contract was inked and went over to Decca. It begins cutting for 
label next week. Consolidated Radio Artists, Spanier’s bookers, abro- 
gated the verbal agreement between the band and Okek when it found 
that Decca was willing to pay more than the flat scale Columbia offered. 

With The Junior League of Boston, sponsoring the event Ruby Newman, 
whose band is currently at the Copley Plaza, Boston, last week delivered 


‘a lecture to 300 societyites on the evolution of cafe music from ragtime 


to boogie-woogie. His remarks were illustrated by orchestral bits. 


Charlie Horvatn has had such success with his new bowling alley policy 
at the former Trianon Ballroom, Cleveland, that he is figuring on opening 
more alleys in nearby Circleville, O. Trianon was a major one-night stop 
until it was made over for strikes and spares. 


scheduled | 


} 
| 


‘’dAcemsian Pirchner is dropping Ha- 


|waiian musie in his Eldorado Club, 


iC'leveland, and shifting to Latin at- 


Symphony. | 


that | 


| 
| 


mosphere Dec. 15, when Manuel 
Ovendo’s orch takes bandstand away 
from Jimmie MacKenzi.e Latter is] 
gos Wolverine Hotel's Tropic 
Room in Detrot' 
e Aud, h 
been tean 


Ja dancer, who has 
with MacKenzie’s crew, 


inot yet ued whether to take a 
Floric ‘| or go back to Holly- 
wood, 

Bob Boniemps, former vocalist for 
|Paul Burton’s outfit, is oiling up a 
new band o° his own to baptize Ju- 
lius Ciz-Madin’s new Band Box Ball- 
room. Cieveland, Dee, 14. Bill Tress, 
trumpet, te alternate with leader of 
nine-piece unit in vocals. Built in 
Rascher’s old dance hall, the Band 





| 


The Chicago Federation of Musicians has placed two agencies on the 


unfair list. 
Other 


First is Frank Minneci, 
is Harry J. Fitzsimmons. 


doing business as Franks 


Fred Waring, who held out against recording for 10 years—his last deal 


was via Victor—signed for 50 sides on Decca without violating the NAPA | 
fathered by the | 


credo. This is the National’s Ass’n of Performing Artists, 


Agency. | 


maestro as an artistic organization to control usage of their platters on 


jukeboxes, record broadcasts, etc. While under 
couldn’t restrict any rights for the series 
he did conform with NAPA regulations, when and if. 


the existing law 


Waring 
of albums he will wax for Decca, 


Trade reports on Decca creating an auxiliary label, akin to Okeh as 
against Columbia, or the Bluebird brand as a carrollary to Victor, are de- 
nied by Jack Kapp, company prez. Kapp, of course, reminds that his outfit 


owns the Brunswick label, factories, etc., 
that since Decca is split up already into 35c, 
conform to sundry | artistic classifications. 


50c and 75c 





but doesn’t contemplate reviving 
sub-divisions to 





On the Upbeat 





Martha Wayne and Buddy Stewart | Billy Cotton’s English dance band, is | 
join Claude Thornhill at Glen Island} stationed near Regina with the| 
Casino, N. Y., to form singing quar-}| Royal Air Force. . 
tet with Dick Harding and Lillian ——— 

Lane, now with band. | Dick Woollen, ‘Geshas im, Minne- 
| apolis, assistant treasurer and ex- 

Joe Bishop, former Woody: Herman | ploiteer, left last week to join Hor- | 
arranger-flugel horn player, back in| ace Heidt. He is handling publicity 
N. Y., recovering from illness which | for the Heidt outfit. 
had him at Saranac. He won’t re- | —_—— 


join band; to devote = 


all his time to| Four Knights of Rhythm replace 
writing. 


| Thelma Thompson's orchestra at the 
Plantation Room in § Grill, 
Youngstown. 





tone’s 

Art London has joined Benny | 
Goodman as a male vocalist. Lon- —_—- 
don was with Jimmy Joy at Ter- Bob Chester, Shep Fields battle i 
race Grill, Kansas City, when word] out for British 
came from Fred Goodman to join! mory, 
brother Benny in New York. 


Springfield, Mass., Dec. 29. 





Mrs. Dorothy Hultz Giles was | 
granted a divorce in Pittsburgh | Baltimore, to 15-pieces. 
recently from Arthur Giles, veteran | will be done in Cleveland. 
dance band leader, whom she mar-| - 
ried 18 years ago. 


piece combo now at Emerson hotel, 








Reichman band. 

Joel Palmer’s orchestra at Crook- 
ed Lake Hotel on Crooked Lake, 
mear Troy, N. Y. It followed Sher- 
man Hayes’ band, 


Lloyd Cooper, 


Rosemary MacDonald, daughter of | 
Brian MacDonald, m.c. of Wilken’s | 
Sunday amateur hour on WJAS, 
Pittsburgh, has joined the Maurice 
Spitalny band, singing with him on 








ex-pianist with 


] 
| Denny Thompson is enlarging five- 


1 


> 


t 


War Relief at Ar- 


Building | 


Box will be the first new dancery to 
open here in eight years. 





Babe Rhodes back with Baron El- 
liott orch, at Chatterbox, Pittsburgh, 
after etch with the Benny Bur- 
ton outfit 


a sf 





| — 
| Jimmy Joy band opens limited stay 
|}at Bill Green’s, Pittsburgh, Monday 
(15), replacing Al Kavelin. 


Art Baker foursome, featuring Jole, 





femme bass fiddler, has succeeded 
|}the Four Skyliners at the Hotel 
| Roo ; Fiesta Room, Pittsburgh. 

Paiti Jean, a Pittsburgh girl, is the 
ne calist with Al Kavelin’s band 
jat Green’s. She replaces Vivian 
Blaine, who left the Cascading 
Chords maestro to go out on her own 
as a singing single. Miss Blaine is 
now at the Belmont Plaza Hotel in 


New York. 

Lou Mindling, ex-CBS and MCA, 
into the personal band rep business. 
| Xavi ier Cugat his first client. 
nit ae 

Jennie Rand now singing with 
Vere Wirwille’s orchestra, currently 
| at Cliff Bell’s, Detroit 

Len Catlan combo moved in 
tel Markeen, Buffalo, 

Benny Griffin followed Tone Mar- 
|lowe into Keating’s, Clarence, N. Y. 


to Ho- 
Saturday (6). 





Band Bookings 





Al Donahue, Dec. 29, ‘High School 
Aud., Georgetown, Del.; 31-Jan. 1-3, 
| Plymouth theatre, ane’ 31, Arcadia 
B., Providence, R. I. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Jan. 23, Palace the- 
| atre, Cleveland; 30, Michigan theatre, 
Detroit; Feb. 9, Pennsylvania hotel, 
New York. 

Chuck Foster, Jan. 





16, Netherland- 


Janet Fulton now singing with Joe | Plaza hotel, Cincinnati. 


week, Loew’s 
State theatre, New York. 

Johnny Long, Dec. 26, party, Mont- 
| Clair, N. J.; Jan. 9, four weeks, Rose- 
land B., New York. 

Woody Herman, Jan. 29, U. of 
| Maryland, Washington, D. C.; Jan. 


| Carl Hoff, Jan. 29, 








and respective publishers.) 


Shrine of St. Cecelia (Braun)...... 


Modern Design (Republic)........... 
Clementine 


This Time Dream’s On Me (Remick) 


10. Why Don’t We Do This Often? (5) BVC.. 


PGE checthwicelseeayed eas 


This Is No Laughing Matter (Block)........ 


( Freddy Martin... 
} Kay 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 
| in demand on the coin machines.) 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukebores 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VArRieTy. 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicutes, in 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


Names 
order of 


Figures and names in 


1. Chattanooga Choo-Choo (7) Feist....... { Glenn Mille ea: Bluebird 
} Andrews Sisters...... Decca 

2. Elmer’s Tune (6) Robbins.............. | G‘enn Miller....... Bluebird 
YAnrdrews Sisters......Decca 

3. Piano Concerto (13) Maestro............ | Freddy Martin . Bluebird 
Tonight We Love (7) Maestro........... Tony Martin.......... Decca 
Concert for Two (3) Shapiro.... | Claude Thornhill. .Columbia 

, . . : { Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 

4. This Love of Mine (8) Embassy......... {Tommy Tucker ...... Okeh 
5. You Made Me Love You (9) Broadway.. Harry James ..... Columbia 
DB: Zomteen CO) BRN. ork cis eds s. Ch anxenass { Andrews Sisters.......Decea 
eo Decca 

7. Shepherd Serenade (4) Mayfair......... § Bing Crosby ......... Decca 
{Johnny Long . Decca 

8. Do Yuu Care? (2) Campbell............ { Bing Crosby.. ..Decea 
) Les Brown........ .-.-Okeh 

9. World on Fire (16) Cherio.............. { Inkspots ............. Decca 
} Tommy Tucker ,.....Okeh 


.Bluebird 


gees Cc olumbia 


{ Al Donahue.......... Okeh 
{Sammy Kaye.. ...... Victor 

aie ae - Sammy Kaye........ Victor 
ming CPOsby .. ....k sss Decca 

( Charlie Spivak Okeh 

| Sammy Kaye.. .....: Victor 


{ Woody Herman... 
} Glenn Miller 








Miami Beach, Fla. 


Will Bradley, Dec. 20, Opera House, 
New York; 25, Central theatre, Pas- 
saic, N. J.; Jan. 1, week, Flatbush | 
theatre, Brooklyn; 9, four days, | 
Windsor theatre, Bronx. 
Jimmie Lunceford, Jan. 3-4, Opera | 
| House, Bronx, N. Y.; 9-11, State the- 
|atre, Hartford, Conn.; 12-14, Loew’s 
theatre, Bridgeport; 15, week, Pal- 
ace theatre, Albany, New York; 23, 
week, Paradise theatre, Detroit. 

Ray Pearl, Dec. 19, two 
Claridge hotel, Memphis. 

Count Basie, Dec. 25, Savoy B., 
New York; 26, Armory, Wilmington, 
Del.; 27, Greystone Gardens, New 
Brighton, Pa.; Jan. 9, week, Apollo 
theatre, New York. 
| Enoch Light, Dec. 13, County Cen- 
ter, White Plains, N. Yi 25, Lotus 
Gardens, Dover, Del.; 26, Firemen’s 
Hal™Rehoboth, Del. 

Pinky Tomlin, Dec. 18, Blossom 
Heath B., Oklahoma City; 16, Old 
Hayloft, Lubbock, Tex. 

Earl Hines, Dec. 12, Delmar Ca- 
sino, Augusta, Ga.; 15, Aud, Knox- 
ville, Tenn.; 16, Ziegfeld Skating 
Rink, Highpoint, N. C.; 18, Commun- 
ity Center, Greensboro, N. C.; 19, 
Township Aud., Columbia, 8. C.; 25, 
Madrid b. Harrisburg, Pa. 





weeks, 











. Decca 


Bluebird 








tages and disadvantages 
London in a bombing ra 
structors at the mayor's 
have declared. 
the straight, 
streets and strong 
of the buildings, Disadvan 
geographical—the broad I 
and East rivers on 
and the Harlem 


Advantages 
comparatively 
construction 


either 
river to 





; : { Woody Herman....,..Decca 
By-U-By-O (Majestic) ...........eeeeeeees | Stew: Meeer...:.... Columbia 
: \ Jimmy ueeey << oss. Decca 
Moonlight Masquerade (T. B. Harms)... :) Vaughn Monroe... -Bluebird 
: ; ; {Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
Sinner Kissed Angel (Famous)...........-. 7 Vaughn Monroe. “Bluebird 
30-31, Washington & Lee, Lexing- —— 
ton, Va. f iB Bla ok 
Johnny McGee, Dec. 27, North! way ac out 
Hempstead C, C., Port Washington, | }W__— Continued from page 2S 
L. I; 81, Arcadia B., Providence, 
- & standing character would make 
Tommy Tucker, Dec. 19, Citadel | them the aim of every enemy 
Charleston Ss. C : 20 Fort Benning. | airman—who could hardly miss 
Ga.: 21 Plaza “theatre Asheville. hitting something vital in that 
N Cc: 22 Aud Shelby, N. C.: 24. tremendous group of structures 
party, Atlanta, "Ga.: 25, Aud., Bir- ‘Another important reason why 
mingham, Ala.; 27, Blue-Gray Foot- the Rockefeller Center will be a 
ball game, Montgomery, Ala.; 28, Al-| target is for morale purposes, 
bany Theatre, Albany, Ga.; 29, party, Radio City is known through- 
Columbia. S. C:: 30 Aud., Wilson, ou& the country and the world 
N.C . and thus become as much a sym- 
pea . bol of New York as is Broad- 
‘ 9 vat: 
Bed eg a to Rina ere ee way. Asa result, the enemy will 
N wets ae 4 27 "s A " fs a B. make a tremendous publicity ado 
ord Moni ~d , e about hits on the giant piles of 
|} masonry. 
Isham Jones, Dec. 17, six weeks, ‘Manhattan has both advan- 


over 
id, in- 
school 
are 
wide 


tage 18 
{udson 
side 
the 


north outlining the island even 


on the darkest nights witl 
might almost as well be 
Blackouts will help only 
ally. They will make it t 
for enemy fliers to locate t 
from afar and to pick ot 
ticular 
utilities—but 


won't give 


any particular trouble onc 


get within range. 


buildings—they aim 


1 what 
neon, 
parti- 
ougher 
he city 
it par- 
for 
them 
e they 


Nabes Would Boom 


‘Broadway's giant 
business, of course, 
tremendously, just as 
London's West End has. 


amu 
would 


sement 
suffer 


that in 


People 








would have no inclination to pour 
into the danger zone, nor would 
the Government permit them to. 
But, just as in England, theatre 
business would boom in the sec- 
tors to which New Yorkers have 
been evacuated.’ 








Following Monday Night's Preview.sAt The Liegfeld Theatre A. Star-Studded Audience Agreed 
NEVER SUCH AN OVATION! 


NEVER SUCH A QUICK HIT! 


HOW ABOUT YOU? 


c by RALPH FREED 
From the M-G-M Picture 
LEO: FETS T, 


Ine. 


“Babes On Broadway” 
1629 Broadway 


e@leT= 


Music Dy 


oo a ake. 


vee ,eeeee 





ER EDENS 
starring Mickey, Rooney and Judy Garland 


New York, rry Link) 
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‘Overhead Our Worry —Puhs 





affiliated 
the 


Publisher members 
last week as perplexed by 


the Society’s aggregate royalty 
could retain 66 2/3% 
the avowal that all they 
overhead of the Society 
lishers alike would be incieased. 


were 


with 
rumor rampant 
bers that the publishers are seeking to reduce the writers’ 
from 50% 
From pub members of the ASCAP board came 
concerned 
so that the net share for 


ASCAP expressed 


among 


themselves 
writer mem- 
share of 
so that the pubs 


to 331/3% 


about was to reduce the 


writers and pub- 


The pubs wondered whether this rumor was being used by certain 
elements within the Society as a red-herring in opposing the reforms 


that the publishers and a few, 
were intent on putting through. 


though reticent, 


writers on the board 











John O'Connor Resigns ASCAP 
Reorganization Post Claiming 


All Progress Blocked By Buck 





Johnny O'Connor resigned his di- 
rectorship in the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
ers at a meeting of the ASCAP 
board last Friday (5) after express- 
ing himself as unable to tolerate any 
further the type of obstruction that 
has been meted out to various 
effSrts at organizational reform. 
O'Connor told the board that he had 
labored hard to devise, along with 
his fellow members on the ways and 
means committee, methods of im- 
proving the Society’s operation, only 
to have these proposals ‘talked to 
death’ by Gene Buck, ASCAP’s 
president. 
the board, 
Irving Cae- 

consumed 


members of 
Jerome Kern, 
Herman Starr, 


Several 
including 
sar and 





much time at the meeting in urging | 


that O'Connor withdraw his resig- | 
nation. O’Connor replied that his 
move was irrevocable and that he 
still hoped that the sources of ob- 
structionism would still yield for 
the greater good of the Society 


Bill 

The meeting itself had been called 
at the request of O'Connor. It 
as a member of the ways and means 
committee that he wanted to inform 
the board that Buck had flouted the 
instructions of the committee in 
making unduly large expenditures. 


Press Club 


was 


Buck had been asked by the com- 
mittee months ago, said O'Connor, 
to consult with it whenever he de- 
sired to spend an appreciable sum 
of the Society's funds. The ASCAP 
prez, continued O'Connor, had just 
submitted a bill for $1,600 covering 
talent that Buck had contributed to 
a dinner of the National Press Club 

After much _ discussion on _ the 
$1,600 item, during which Buck ex- 
plained that he had been doing this 
same thing for years, O'Connor de- 
clared that he felt that he had no 
choice but to resign from the board 
O’Connor elaborated at length on the 
obstruction he and the committee 


have had to contend with from Buck 


and then he added, ‘We~-have just 
had a very good example of it. I, as 
a member of the ways and means 
committee, report to you a flagrant 
example of an officer’s overriding 
the expressed wishes of the commit- 
tee and here is Buck trying to talk 
the thing to death.’ 

Buck, who joined the others in 
pleading with O’Connor to remain 
on the board, remarked that he had 
done it because President Roosevelt 
was to have been a guest at the 
event and even though the President 
did not attend because of illness he 
Was sure that the President heard 
the show from a radio at his bed 
side. But, added Buck, if O’Conno! 





Music for Workers 


Bridgeport, Dec. 9. 
Bridgeport Brass Co. workers 
who get recorded music with 
their labor favor Harry James 


and Glenn Miller among maes- 
tros and go along with rest of 
public in picking ‘Chattanooga 
Choo Choo’ and ‘I Don’t Want 
to Set the World on Fire’ as top 
tunes, 


Quarter hour of discs, p.a.’d 
through 58 loud speakers, is 
skedded at 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. 


daily, Vera Lueas of personnel 
office handling turntable. 


Music is not heard by opera- 
tors of machines who might go 


off beat with rhythm. 








or the board, felt that way about it 
he was ready to pay 
of his own pocket. The board finally 
decided to the bill be paid out 
of the Society’s exchequer. 
O’Connor also deplored 
tense campaign now being conduct- 
ed to cause a split between the 
vriters and publisKhers in ASCAP by 
spreading reports that the publish- 
were trying to capture control 
of the Society so that the writers’ 
share of ASCAP income could be 
reduced.” O Connor said that the 
idea was ridiculous in every way. 
All, he that a member had to 
do to baseless this rumor is 
would read the 
laws the Government's 
decree. 
Because of 


on 


let 


the 


ers 


stated, 
see how 
be to 


Society’s by- 


and consent 
the time devoted to the 

the $1,600 item and 
resignation, it was nec- 
board to defer the 
publisher member 
means committee 
, 


aiscussion 
O'C: 


ary 


ynner’s 
for 
election of a 
of the 
As the 


Pay 


es the 
new 
Ways and 
board ids it ts 
of two writers, George W. Meyer 
Oscar Hammerstein, II, and a 
lisher, Jo O'Connor. Ham- 
term about to expire 
esolution passed by the 
February the successor 
must of two pub- 
one With O'Con- 
determined s resignation 
the board meeting 
be required two 


now star consis 


hnny 
merstein’s 
and under a 
board last 
committee 
lishers and 


consist 
writer. 
to let hi 
at its 
to 
for 


nor 
stand, 
will 
lisher 


next 
elect 
Meyer. 


pub- 
associates 
KRSC, Seattle Signs ASCAP 
Seattle, Dec. 9 
Seattle signed with 
Dec. 1 for 
fol 
Spokane, will sign up 
b@in 
if programs 


expected to sign ne neal 


KRSC, 
ASCAP on 
blanket license 
KHQ-KGA 


for a 


commercials 


Jan. 1 per program o1 


| 
‘in- 
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jin 1939 London’s music quarter re- 
acted with a flurry of fighting songs. 
| After a while the singing mood of 
the English changed and in the 
terim the more popular of British 
itunes have leaned toward themes of 
| nostalgia and peace anticipation. 

BMI’s Puzzler 
Tin Pan Alley greeted no 
little puzzlement a publicity release 
| issued Broadcast Music, Inc., 
| Monday announcing that for the 
duration of the war all 
musie published by BMI may 
| per formed without charge by broad- | 
| casting stations, by theatres, taverns, | 
i night clubs, motion picture theatres 


with 


by 


(8) 


jand producers and other users. What | 
puzzled Tin Pan Alley is just what | 
patriotic tunes BMI was referring to. | 


| There was no such list appended to 
BMI's statement. It was also pointed 
out by Tin-Pan-Alleyites that the 
only source that BMI has been col- 
| lecting on licenses anyway has been 
| broadcasting stations. 
| Publishers figure that they will be 
lable to tell by the end of the cur- 
rent week whether they will be un- 
| towardly affected by the outbreak of 
| War. 


|sellers bunched at the top of the 
sheet music list than at any time in 
three years. Customarily the No. 1 
and No. 2 tunes get the hog-share of 
the business and the turnover for 
| those below amount to driblets, but 
|last week the first five tunes were 
|selling in huge quantities and ‘there 
| were several potential smash sellers 
|looming up from the ASCAP sector 
" the industry. 


WRITERS ‘DEALS 
WITH BANDS IRK 
PUBLISHERS — 





>] 


the $1,600 out! 


Music publishers are burning at | 
the increasing practice among song- | 


writers of working on band leaders 
to get their new tunes started be- 
fore submitting them for publication. 
The pubs regard this situation as be- 


ing rife with unfair competition | 
since the publishers are restricted 
not only by an agreement with the 
contactmen’s union, but by a | basic 
contract with the Songwriters Pro- 
tective Association. By the former 
covenant pubs are restrained from | 


paving for arrangements or cutting 


in leaders on the royalties 


The SPA last week acted on a 
different tack involving the direct 
solicitation of exploitation of their 

ork by Ww ers Jo 1 Se l la 
SP cou € st tte the association's 
nembers at sing the aga 


placing their manuscripis directly 


with phonograph record 


The SPA’s position is that wile t 
is doubtful whether it can control 
such submission of manuscripts it 
can estrain the members from 
granting the phonograph companie: 
royalty terms that are less than 
those paid py the same companie: 
to publishers. 


head of the War- 
standard and 


tments has 


William Wieman, 
Bros. musie group's 
‘ational depal 
nted Louis Weippert ea 


ner 
educ ap- 
tern sales 
epresentative For Wei: 


fron the mail-order! 


in- | 


patriotic | 
be | 


War Songs a: Tiusic Schools Habitually Violate 


Copyright but Nat'l Music Council 
Is Out to Discourage Practice 


+ 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


Week Ending Dec. 6) 
Tonight We Love.......Maestro 
Shepherd Serenade ..- Mayfair 
Chattanooga Choo..... .Feist 
Elmer’s Tune......... .. Robbins 
This Love of Mine.....Embassy 
World on Fire...... cece enero 
Concerto for Two. .Shapiro 


Why Don’t We More Often. BVC 


ern ee Tobias 
Two in Love... .J. Campbell 
Shrine of St. Cecilia..... Braun 
MRGGIBINE 665 666i 6 083 .-- Santly 
Bells of San Raquel......Peer 
By-U-By-O . Majestic 
White Cliffs of Dover. .Shapiro 








-YOUMANS’ $600,000 


With the opening of business | 
| Monday (8) there were more strong | 


CLAIM ON HARMS, INC. 


Vinyou, 





Inc., assignee of Vincent 
Youmans, composer, filed a $600,000 
N.Y. supreme court suit Monday (8) 
|against Harms, Inc., and the Amer- 
|ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers, claiming he had not 
|received complete royalties on six 
|songs assigned to Harms for pub- 
lication in 1921, and the music from 


two shows. The shows were ‘Oh, 
Please’ and ‘Hit the Deck’ respec- 
tively. 


Plaintiff claims no royalties 
been paid except those due him as 
a composer-member of ASCAP, and 
he acknowledges some payments on 


the sale of sheet music. Sale on 
the balance of the sheets, profits 
form mechanical rights, radio, etc., 


make up the balance of the account 
jing asked for. 


iia to Luxury Shoriage 
| 


Cabled reports on British 
business startled American publishers 
| because of its extraordinary 
proportions. 

Answer is 
obtainable 
much 


boom 
that luxuries are 
in war-torn England, 
of what surplus money there 
is seemingly goes to buying the lat- 
est song hits, one of the few 


un- 


so 


luxuries 
remaining. 


i ’s Hold 
Reichman’s Holdover 
Joe Reichman has been extended 

at the Book-Cadillac hotel, Detroit, 
until Jan. 8 ao may be held over 
ifain until Feb. 5. 

Latter depends on a New York 
opening for the maestro, since he’s 
been away from Gotham for some 
months and wants to get back thi 


winter 


SAM BERKETT MOVING 
Bosto Dec. 9. 

Samuel Berkett, who ha 
since Nov, 1, succeeds R 
New England district 
American Society 
Authors & Publi 
"AP has other plans for 


+ + 
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peen 
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Rome as 
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posers, 
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anotner 


of Com- 
Jan 
Rome 


shers or 


This is ‘in the 
ire of a promot! 


He has 


y ; 
Da 


music | 


At 
lishing industry 
Council 


suaae sci 


the request of the music pub- 


the Nationa] Musie 


Inc., will undertake to dis- 


100ls, olleges, conserva- 


tories and teachers from the prac- 


tice of making special arrangements 
ing them 
mission of the copyright owner, 
The Council voted to take this aec- 
tion at its annual meeting in New 
York last week. A resolution on 
the subject had been introduced by 
Walter Douglas, chairman of the 
Music Publishers Protective Asso- 
ciation. It is estimated the publish- 
ing industry’s loss from such illegal 
reproductive practices in the aca- 
demic field amounts to several hun- 
dred thousands of dollars a year. 


and distribut without per- 





During the discussion on the reso- 
| jution Geoffrey O’Hara, who at- 
‘tended as a representative of the 
| Songwriters Protective Association, 
took a crack at music publishers for 
what he termed their ‘avaricious- 
| ness’ and then closed with the ad- 
mission that he didn’t blame the 
publishers for trying to get all they 
could for their product. O'Hara re- 


called that there was a time that 
| music sold for 10c and that his tune, 


‘K-K-Katy’ (1918) sold 1,600,000 
copies for which he received $25,- 
000 in royalties. O’Hara is one of 


the newly elected writer members of 


FROWNS 


VICTOR 
~ ONWORD ‘JUKE 


FOR BOXES 





have | 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 


Because of the sour connotations 
to the word ‘juke,’ the RCA Victor 
Company this week launched a con- 
for a more ‘suitable’ name for 
coin-operated phonographs than the 
current ‘jukebox 


test 


The contest is open to coin ma- 
chine operators and the winner will 
receive $150 worth of records to be 
received over a period of a year 
|from the loeal RCA-Victor distrib. 
The contest is being run by the com- 
pany’s trade organ, ‘Phonographic,’ 
and the winner will be announced 
at the RCA Victor exhibits at the 
Coll n cl e show Jan 14 J 1iages 
V1i ye leaders of name Dahds 


RIZZI SUES ROBBINS, AXT 


OVER ‘IF LOVE WERE ALL’ 


Alberto 
Thursday (4) in 
‘ourt fainst Robbins 
nd William Axt, 


charging the plag 


Rizzi, filed suit 


federa 
Corp., 
poser, 
song, 
1919, in 
Axt 


composer 

the N. Y 
Music 
also a con 
of I 
May 


posed bp 


arism 


If Love Were A lL.’ con 














They’re Still Cheering 
THE SUN WILL SOON BE SETTING 


For the Land of the Rising Sun 


A Terrific Song---Get Your Copy Immediately 





IRVING BERLIN, INC., DAVE DREYER, Gen. Prof. Mgr., 799 SEVENTH AVENUE, N. Y. C. 
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artists $2 
I these catalo 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


MURRAY BAKER, Prof. Mgr. 


On All Best Seller Lists 


ELMER’S 
TUNE 


Duke Ellington's 
Greatest Song Success 


i GOT IT BAD 
And That Ain’t Good 


Coming! 
EDDIE CANTOR 
in “Banjo Eyes” 
Watch for this new musical score 


by Vernon Duke and John Latouche 








HARRY LINK, Prof. Mgr. 


2 Hits by Gordon and Warren 
from “Sun Valley Serenade” 


CHATTANOOGA 
CHOO CHOO 


~ _ 


| KNOW WHY 
(And So Do You) 


Coming ! 
ROONEY & GARLAND 
in “Babes On Broadway” 
Watch for this great picture score 


by Ralph Freed, Roger Edens, 
Burton Lane and E. Y. Harburg 








BEN GILBERT, Prof. Mgr. 


No. L In Radio Performances ! 


ORANGE 
BLOSSOM LANE 


As Big As “Elmer’s Tune” 


| GUESS I’LL BE 
ON MY WAY 


Coming ! 
JESSIE MATTHEWS 
in “The Lady Comes Across” 


Watch for this new musical score 


by Vernon Duke and John Latouche 

















NBC, CBS, Mutual-Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all three 
omaha ee. CBS and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—WJZ, WABC 
and WOR, N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning Monday- 
through Sunday (Dec. 1-7), from 5 p.m. to 1 am., and is based on data 
provided by Accurate Reporting Service, regular checking source for the 
music publishing industry. 











* Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. 


Inside Stuff—Music 


t Legitimate. 








Victor Records has made a tie-up with Liberty magazine wherein they 
will collaborate on exploiting the song, ‘I Said No,’ from the forthcom- 
ing film, ‘The Fleet’s In.’ Tune, slightly suggestive as can be gathered 
from the title, winds up with the line ‘That’s how I subscribed to Liberty 
magazine.’ Its lyrics have already been barred from NBC and CBS net- 
works, but is being used on Mutual. 

Tieup between Victor and Liberty is on Alvino Rey-King Sisters’ re- 
cording of it; Jimmy Dorsey has also cut it for Decca. Dorsey’s band is 
in the film, with Dorothy Lamour. 





| 


| Was Mv Valley’ as a song title, Edwin P. Kilroe, counsel for 20th-Fox, 











| into the files, and Kassel combines both extremes with this ditty. 





Though Abner Silver’s Lincoln Music Corp. has been using ‘How Green 


and Curtis Brown, Ltd., agents for author Richard Llewellyn, have de- 
clared that Edward B. Marks Music Corp.,- was the only firm who got 
rights to publish a number under that title. 


TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Orange Blossom Lane...........scceereecrsensecsvoves a ot SS 5c 
Chattanooga Choo Choo—7‘Sun Valley Serenade’..... Feist ....-.--.+++ 23 | 
Magic of Magnolias..... SS i rae 23 
I ST ee Peer TT ee eT aa Witmark Rameeee te 22 
White Cliffs of Dover...... 15 CE Ga tae ene 22 
eee TCC err ere ; oo en baccks ws eo 
Oe Se eee a i ek i ef ah ra 19 
Everything I Love—t‘Let’s Face It’.........-..seeue ChaRPON 6... 0k 19 
Humpty Dumpty Heart—?‘Playmates’..... ere rrr. Re abe bes cers — 
Baby Mine—f‘Dumbo’..........ccccccsccccressvcsene re a 17 
*This Time the Dream’s on Me—?‘Blues In Night’....Remick .......... 17 
a RE ere eer errr ar tere oer ee 16 
ao gt Sree ey Pe Sd woaldnddbsn spel ae Sue 349 ose 13 
Shepherd Serenade... ......ceccccccccccceccess ccc ce MAYEBIE 6065555 cee 
Re eee eee tees Sy 0's eek ee: Ey COs apes 11 
i Se Oi ee .  iccce oe hs hee ehh en eee ow en EE re 
Ee errr re rere ee re es Chappell ......... 
DETLNS DERORODUOED oon oi 54 o6s.04 005s 000 0 cre edees 7, By. ROS... >2 10 
Tropical Magic—7‘Weekend In Havana’ ............. | Peer 
Why Don’t We Do This More Often?...... SEs Sees ok ahs 10 





4 


Slap-the-Japs 


Continued from page 1 








cess, the only escape lies in generous 
support of the Government by the 
'cash of all the people.’ That will be 
| the general theme. 
Without a war there were $2,500,- 
| 000,000 in bonds sold. That’s only a 
'fraction of the foreseeable cash 
'needs of America rising to its col- 
| losal destiny and it will fall, it must 
| fall, it has fallen to the broadcasters 
|of the United States to disregard all 
former ideas of a proper amount of 
‘free time’ to give any Government 
|agency. The Treasury is. perhaps 
‘incapable of being ‘popular’ in the 
‘frivolous sense, but it must have 
| ‘popular’ support in the wider sense 
to give life and reality to the ca- 
pacity of Americans to provide ample 
funds without compulsion. 
Compulsory Savings 

It is not going to be an occasion 
for national congratulation if com- 
pulsory saving must be adopted. A 
genercus response to the sale of 
bonds will perhaps make some of 
the unattractive fiscal proposals of 


Washington unnecessary. At least 
many hope so. 

Obviously the radio stations 
can, beyond any other agency, 


stimulate an outpouring of money 
to back the Treasury. It will do 
itself as an industry and a free 
agency of a free country great dis- 
tinction in so doing and it will per- 
form a real service to the Govern- 
ment and the cause of victory if it 
applies its showmanship ingenuity 
lavishly to these ends. 


4 —_——- 





New Title Needed 
It will surely occur to the powers | 
that be in Washington that the more | 
realistic name ‘war bonds’ will ring | 
the bell more clearly than the iess 
urgent ‘defense bonds.’ But perhaps 





Kilroe states that all radio outlets will be advised that the Silver pub- 


lication is not authorized, with 20th promising to take action if the com- 





pany’s alleged rights are infringed upon. 


‘I'll Never Forget,’ the tune which Mayfair intends to make its No. 1 plug 
after the first of the year, was written by Leo Cherne, head of the Research 
Institute of America. He’s an ex-Jowa farm boy who has built up quite a 
business in New York advising people how to invest their money. Cherne 
has an organ built into his office desk and in his moments of relaxation 
he uses it to write songs. Bob Weiss, p.a. for Horace Heidt, read in a mag 
article that Cherne had composed the number and he got it for the band 
leader. Heidt recorded it. 





‘From Tschaikowsky to Whiteman to Me’ is a new blend of old world 
classic and American jazz that Art Kassel is plugging. Since the Russian 
immortal’s Concerto has made the Hit Parade, the boys are really digging 


Tschaikowsky, who made the ‘Hit Parade’ in three different variations 
of his Concert in B-flat Minor, is taking an encore now under Mayfair 
Music auspices. Ivan Lane and Kermit Goell have given his Fifth Sym- 
phony a switch and it comes out as ‘Long May We Love.’ 








ASCAP publishers increased their dominance of the ‘most played’ list 



































last week. Out of the 20 songs that receievd 10 or more plugs only one | 
is licensed through Broadcast Music. That tune is ‘Two in Love’ (Camp- 
bell). Meredith Willson wrote the number. 

| Continued from page 13 ms 
ment on the ground that its system {|dolph. Ground broken this month, 


arr eno a lottery.’ | opening planned for April. 
er moving uptown, where he is | sii ‘ ial - 
operating the Senate with John An-| W. Anderson of Mt. Jewett, Pa., 


| Pe . 
a sa gw iaey a |operating a number of nabe houses in 
derson, Sam Feinstein sold the Kiva | the Pittsburgh area, has taken over 


Derek Sydney, Natfonal Screen 
| exchange manager, is in Mercy hos- 
| pital with a broken hip, incurred | 
| when he slipped on the floor at his 


| it shortly after complete remodeling. 


James Kelly, formerly of Hayman 
organization, Niagara Falls, man- 


| office. }aging the new Leroy theatre at Leroy 
| Film Employes Union and ex-| for the Kallett Circuit, which opened 
|change managers negotiating a new | recently. 

| contract. Variety Club held its annual 


Howard Smith, manager of Ideal | election of officers and crew recently. 
| Pictures Corp. (16mm.) exchange at} Delegathe to annual convention in 
| Littleton, Colo., has been succeeded | Hollywood are also 
rt ote Platcek. Smith goes to L. A. | election. 
office. ; 

© Harris Lumberg has returned as 
manager of the Bellevue, Niagara 
Falls, replacing Robert Case. 

John Doering, stage doorman at 
Shea’s Buffalo since its opening, died 
last week following a long illness. 

The Roxy and Genesee theatres at 
Mt. Morris have been closed by the 
Kallett and Martina Circuits, 





Buffalo Briefies 
Buffalo, Dec. 9. | 
The Portville, at Portville, N. Y., 


open under management of James 
Cranides. 


Ralph Schwartzmayer of Shea’s 
Buffalo house staff resigned, is leav- 
ing theatre business. 

Walter Davis, manager of the Ran- 
dolph, Randolph, N. Y., died while on 
a visit to Birmingham. 

The Grand, closed since last spring, 
reopened by Konczakowski circuit 
after extensive remodeling. 

New manager of Steuben, Hornell, 
for Warners is Kenneth Rockwell, 
formerly of RKO. 

Dave and Harry Bisgier, associated 
with the art department of Shea 
circuit opened downtown doll and 
toy shop. 

New 400-seater will be erected at 
Frewsberg by B. M. Garfield of Ran- 





Reopening Empire, Sask. 
Saskatoon, Sask., Dec. 9. 
Long-closed Empire theatre, Sask- 
atoon, will be reopened during 
Christmas week by Morton-Odeon 
interests, Winnipeg. Policy will be 
pictures and possibly vaudeville 





Beacon. Morton-Odeon already con- 
trols the Tivoli, Saskatoon. 

Empire was opened 29 years ago 
as a big-time vaude house, 








|in this 


slated for 


brought in by bus from Winnipeg’s 


the real charm of a title would exist 
designation: 
“SLAP-THE-JAPS BONDS’ 
Meantime the Treasury radio divi- 
sion, reeling under its new activities, 
contacted all stations on Monday 
through the NBC and CBS teletype 
systems and Mutual’s regular con- 
ference call communication. It may 
be confidently predicted that the/| 
broadcasters will show Washington 
plenty of spectacular ball-carrying | 
from here in. 
Everything up to 
been a rehearsal. 
Meantime a new series of five- | 
minute dramatic programs to boost | 
the Treasury Department’s sale of | 
defense bonds and stamps are be- 
ing readied by a group of name 
writers and producers. Tabbed ‘On 
Guard America,’ the shows will be 
distributed to ‘stations throughout | 
the country. 
Among the authors contributing 
are Robert E. Sherwood, William | 
Saroyan, Ruth McKenney, Gertrude | 


now has just 


| Berg, Elaine Sterne Carrington, 
Stewart Cloete, Mona Kent, Irna 
Phillips, Katharine Seymour, Mar- | 


garet Sangster, John Pickatd, Frank | 
Provo, C. C. Thomas and Carolyn | 
Darling. Miss Carrington is super- | 
| vising production and Theodora | 
| Yates is directing. 





Hayden With Tobias & Lewis 
| Earl Hayden has joined the Tobias | 
on Larimer street to Scotty Snyder. | the State at Friendship and will open| & Lewis firm as Chicago representa- | 


ling the 


‘Rose! 


| tive. 
| Concern’s 
O’Day.’ 


current tune is 


ithe defendants attorney for 


Carmichael-Parrish Lose ‘No Credit’ 
Suit Against Fox on ‘Star Dust’ 





Hoagy Carmichael and Mitchell 
Parrish have lost out in the $50,000 
damages suit they brought against 
20th Century-Fox because the pro- 
ducer failed to give them screen 
credit in the filmusical, ‘Star Dust.’ 
In telling the defendants’ counsel 
why he was going to dismiss the ac. 
tion N. Y. Supreme Court justice 
Denis Cohalan laid down the prin- 
ciple that when a writer assigns his 
rights to a music publisher under a 
royalty contract the publisher has 
the sole discretion of determining 
how a licensee should use the work, 


During the trial of the issue the 
songwriter’s lawyer asked for a dis- 
eentinuance. Justice Cohalan an- 
swered that he would consent to that 
technical change in his written de- 
cision providing the writers pay the 
costs of the trial. Carmichael wrote 
the melody of the song ‘Stardust’ 
and Parrish, the lyrics. 


Mack Gordon Got All Credits 


Song entitled ‘Stardust’ was pub- 
lished by Mills Music, Inc., with 20th 
paying $3,500 for the license to use 
it in pictures and as a title. Par- 
rish and Carmichael started action in 
May, 1940, alleging that in giving 
Mack Gordon overall screen credit 
for songs in the film, 20th nad ne- 
glected to give proper credit to the 
plaintiffs and had thereby committed 
a libel. Contenticn was that Gordon, 
by inference, got credit for writing 
‘Stardust’ and plaintiffs demanded 
damages and an injunction against 
further distribution of the picture. 

In court last week Julian Abeles, 
attorney for the defendants, called 
Elliott Shapiro, Harry Fox and Her- 


| bert Marks who testified to the ef- 


»* “* was not necessarily a 
custom where a song is used as the 
title of a picture to grant screen 


| credit to the writer of the song un- 
| less previously provided by contract, 
| With 


Victor Blau and Fred Rafael 
also on hand to testify on behalf of 
Parrish 
and Carmichael moved for a 
continuance instead of a dismissal. 
Judge Cohalan’s decision is re- 
garded as of considerable importance 
inasmuch as it clarifies position of 
publishers and writers. This is re- 
portedly the first time that a case 
has come to trial in a dispute over 
musical screen credits. Last case on 
record was when Hoagy Carmichael 


dis- 


|}sued Paramount over a picture title 
| taken 


from a song, ‘Hands Across 
the Table.” Paramount then settled 
before the case went to trial. 


Music Notes 


Frances Langford closed a deal to 


| make Decca records for the next two 


years. 

Bronislau Kaper assigned to con- 
duct the music for Metro’s ‘Some- 
where I'll Find You.’ 


Paul Stowell working on the score 
of ‘Valley of the Sun” at RKO. 

Lennie Hayton scoring ‘This Time 
for Keeps’ at Metro. 





Jimmy McHugh is not only writ- 
songs but the story of ‘A 
Girl, a Boy and a Band,’ a filmusical 
to be submitted to the studios. 











HELLO, ED WOLF! 


friends—Ben Gross, Francis 


! Manny Sachs — will again 
help you meet the Miami 
moon, ; 

Walter Jacobs 
P.S.— H URRY—-WON’T YOU ? 





Well, here’s that Miami sun again ! 


nett Cerf, Barney Balaban, Irving Berlin, E. Ray Goetz, 
| Jack Robbins, Phil Spitalny, Harry Flannery, Ike Levy, 


pb fate 


We hope all your 


Lederer, Edwin C. Hill, Ben- 


MIAMI BEACH 
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50 Dismissals in Philly Niteries 
As Result of New Pennsy Curfew: 
Remedial Legislation to Be Sought 








v 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 


Nitery operators yesterday (Mon- 
day) began heavily slashing their 
talent budgets and cutting down on 
non-entertainment personnel as cafe 
business dropped to a low ebb dur- 
ing the first week of the strict cur- 
few of clampdown. 

More than 500 persons were re- 
ported laid off—entertainers, musi- 
cians, waiters, chefs and _bar- 
tenders—and unless things perk up, 
more will be dropped. Several 
small clubs were said to have can- 
celled their entire floor shows. 

Topflight spots were cutting down 
on names, being content to have just 
enough entertainment to get by. A 
couple of clubowners have already 
approached the musicians’ union for 
permission to cut their band person- 
nel. 

Saturday Blow 

Biggest blow to the nitery boys 
was the ‘blackout’ of all entertain- 
ment and liquor sales at midnight 
Saturday (6). Once Saturday was 
the best night in the week. But last 
Saturday night was a total loss. With 
filmers and legit houses breaking at 
11:30 p.m., patrons went straight 
home instead of making the usual 
round of the clubs. Other potential 
nitery customers stayed home rather 
than coming into town, knowing 
they'd be streeted at the stroke of 12. 

Although the week-night curfew is 
2 am., the announcement of the 
strict clampdown dampened festivi- 
ties and some of the larger clubs 
were virtually empty Wednesday 
and Friday nights, usually runnersup 
to Saturday as big nights. 

The decision to close at the hours 

(Continued on page 42) 





Franchise Snag Holds Up 
Award in Philly Between 
AGVA Local and Agents 





Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 

Just when peace loomed between | 
the American Guild of Variety | 
Artists and Philly’s agents, that old | 
bugaboo—individual franchise versus 
group franchise—reared its head and | 
threatened to wreck the newly won 
entente cordiale. 

Officials of AGVA and the 10%-ers 
organization, Entertainment Man- 
agers Association, met Friday (5) in 
an effort to iron out difficulties be- 
tween both groups. The agents 
agreed to the union’s demand for a 
flat $1-a-day ‘cost-of-living’ increase, 
but balked at AGVA’s dernand that 
each agent sign an individual agree- 
ment with the union. 

EMA declared that 
were willing to sign a closed-shop 
pact with the union in behalf of all 
their members. AGVA execs 
clared that such an agreement would 
make it impossible for the union to 
police any violations and would give 


officers they 


de- 


the EMA sole power to deal with 
agents. Neither side would give in 


on this point and the meeting broke 
up with no future date set for any 


continued negotiations. 

Another bone of contention was 
the union’s demand that the old 
zoning setup be changed. AGVA 


wants a $10-a-day minimum set for 
all engagements in the area from 25 
to 60 miles from Philly. The agents 
want the present $8 (in town) rate to 
remain in this zone. 


Insurance Cos. Sued 
In M’w’kee on Cafe Fire 


Milwaukee, Dec. 9. 

Michael Goldman and _ Joseph | 
Krasno have begun suit in circuit 
court as president and _ secretary- 
treasurer, respectively, of Chateau 
Enterprises, Inc., against 16 in- 
Surance companies, to collect $26,500 | 
in claims arising out of the destruc- 
tion by fire of the local Chateau | 
Country Club, which the plaintiffs | 
Operated. Total loss of $37,822 is al- | 
leged as a result of the blaze, whose 
Origin has not been determined. 

The insurance companies refuse 
to pay up, contending that the 
Policies had been permitted to lapse 
and that payment was being held up 
for other ‘technical’ reasons. 


|attracts as 


|'more Harlem-conscious. 


| Outdoor Men Must Pay 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
backed by the Theatre Authority, re- 
fused to permit its members to work 
gratis at a local banquet of the Na- 
tional Assn. of Amusement Parks 
last week. Refusal was based upon 
the participation of George Hamid, 

who’s on the unfair list of AGVA. 


NAAP insisted 6n sticking along 
with Hamid on the show and there- 
fore was forced to hire and pay for 
the entire show. 








Cafe Sneak Peeks 





Milwaukee, Dec. 9. 

Sneak previews have brought 
a lot of extra admissions into 
the picture theatres, so some 
local tavern keepers have also 
adopted the idea. 

Wherever a remodeling job is 
in progress, instead of closing 
down for a few days, the cafe 
men keep open the clock around 
while work is being done and 
take sizable ads in newspapers 
to ‘advertise a ‘sneak peek’ for 
potential customers. 


AGVA Foes Set Up 
Own Guild in L.A., 














ROBINSON CAFE 
HIT BY HARLEM 
CRIME WAVE 


Continued publicity being given by 
New York dailies to Harlem’s so- 
called ‘crime wave’ took its first im- 
portant nitery casualty last week. 
Bill Robinson’s Mimo Club, one of 
Darktown’s best known spots, 
dropped its floor show because of 
punko biz and became wince-and- 
dine—and mabbe dance, depending | 
on the Musicians Union. 

Strangely enough, the Apollo the- | 
atre on 125th street has seen an in- 
crease in its white trade during the 
past four weeks, according to owner | 
Frank Schiffman. House,° with an | 
all-Negro or almost all-Negro show, | 
high as 75% paleface 
patronage at some _ performances, 
particularly Saturday midnight. 








Admitting that he was extremely 
apprehensive about biz when the bad 
music began to break, Schiffman says 
he can explain the upturn only on 
the possibility that the publicity is 
causing New Yorkers to become 
They’re not 
so much so that they want to risk 
the sidestreet niteries, but figure 
little danger on well-lighted 125th 

(Continued on page 42) 





‘Ice-Capades’ 60G, Mont’! 


Montreal, Dec. 9. 
‘Ice-Capades,’ at Forum five nights 
and one matinee, Friday to Tuesday 
(5-9), sold out 9,600 seats plus stand- 
ing room over weekend at $2.50 top. 
Pacing towards $60,000 gross. 


Los Angeles, Dec. 9. 

Lloyd Skeels, Hollywood agent, 
announced formation of American 
Entertainment Guild, to be made up 
| of actors, agents, musicians, bartend- 
| ers, cooks, waiters and others dis- 
| satisfied with the current operation 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists. 


New Guild is not connected with 
the American Federation of Labor 
or the Congress of Industrial Or- 
ganizations. It plans to bring ‘out- 
standing talent playing the foremost 
eastern theatre circuits and supper 
clubs to the Coast and offer them 
engagements.” Such a move would 
result in a clash with the Musicians 
Protective Association, AGVA and 
other AFL groups currently organiz- 
ing the Southern California territory 





| separate fair dates within 


|and the highest loss was $176. 


with the approval 
Waiters and Culinary Workers. 
AGVA has closed shop agreements 
with most of the top spots in the 
Los Angeles area. 


Officials of AEG are Dick Rogers, | 


first 


president; Ralph Weyer, first vice- 
prez; Gene Blaize, second vice-prez; 
Marjorie Weyer, financial secretary 
and treasurer; Edith Revlon, record- 
ing secretary, and Skeels, executive 
secretary. 


Only Three Losing Dates 
In 192 Bookings on % 
For WLS Barn Dance 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 





WLS Barn Dance played 
the past 
season, 

In LaPorte (Ind.) drew $3,800 for 
a grandstand show. All dates were 
booked on percentage, and in all the 
WLS -had only losers, 
And 
this date was almost washed out by 


rain. 


Cates three 


Group Clash Seen 


of Bartenders, | 


| 
192 | 


| their 


‘Union’ Nitery 


Griffin Ousts Jabin as AGVA Exec 
In Cleveland, Citing Operation Of 


for Personal Gain’ 





Buffalo Switch 


Buffalo, Dec. 9. 





merly under Dipson management 
;}and now independently operated un- 
der the direction of Robert T. Mur- 
phy, will go single feature beginning 
Xmas. ° 

At the same time, the house will 
feature a new 15-piece pit orchestra 
and will use spot acts weekly to aug- 
ment the band. Personnel will be 
made up of former Shea’s Buffalo 
orch men under baton of Meyer Bal- 
som. 


GRIFFIN PROBE 
T0 BE DECIDED 
TOMORROW 


American Guild of Variety Artists 
, will hold a national board meeting 


| tomorrow (Thursday), when it will 
be decided to hold a hearing on Ger- 
| ald Griffin, national executive sec- 
retary. Griffin has been under 
criticism for his part in a brawl at- 
tending the opening in September of 
new music publishing offices by 
Tommy Dorsey in N. Y. 

Hearing on Griffin’s participation 
is expected to be held within a week 
or 10 days, AGVA officials being 
determined to clear up the matter 
one way or another before the cam- 
paign against Griffin wrecks the 
talent union. 

It was 














hoped that Dorsey and 
his vocalist, Frank Sinatra, would 
be able to testify at the hearing, 
but they are currently tied up on 
the Metro lot in ‘I’ll Take Manila.’ 
It’s now figured that they’ll be will- 
ing to testify via depositions. 
serious hurdle facing AGVA, al- 
(Continued on page 55} 


No War Gags by Acts 


Loew’s is issuing orders to all per- 
formers playing its theatres to re- 
frain from mentioning 
acts. Whether 
straight, it’s strictly tabu. 








comedy or 


It’s expected that the other circuits 
will issue similar instructions before 
the start of the new playing week on 

‘Thursday (11) and Friday. 
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The Griffin matter is now the most 


a : 


Cleveland, Dec. 9. 
Teapot tempest brewed by so- 
called ‘illegal’ nitery maintained in 
| headquarters of local American Guild 





The first-run 20th Century, for- | f Variety Artists boiled over Satur- 


,day (6) when Stanley Jabin, the 
club’s operator and chairman of the 
local guild’s board, was ousted by 
Gerald Griffin, AGVA national exec- 
utive secretary. Griffin also ordered 
that AGVA sever all connections with 
the ‘notorious’ drinking spot, which 
had been raided by cops several 
times recently on charges of after- 
hour liquor selling. 

Checking on complaints registered 
by Thomas Lenehan and William 
Finegan, secretary and prez of the 





| 





| 


Cleveland Federation of Labor, who 
declared that the AGVA nitery was 
giving labor a ‘black eye,’ Griffin 
made an investigation that spared 
nobody. 

Jabin was removed, Griffin said, 
primarily because he was not an ac- 
tive AGVA member and not eligible 
for office, since only those who have 
worked 52 weeks or more as per- 
forrners can hold offiee in the union, 

‘Personal Gain’ 

The national executive secretary 
also revealed that the local board di- 
rector, who formerly managed the 
defunct Torch Club here, had used 
the union’s name to operate the pri- 
vate club for his ‘personal gain,’ with 
the organization getting no profits 
from the “wildcat’ drinkery. 

On July 19, according to Griffin, 
Jimmy Ague, ex-prez of AGVA here, 
‘illegally’ signed a 10-year contract 
with Jabin. It gave the latter the 
privilege of running a ‘social club’ 
under the sponsorship of the union, 
which was to be given free space for 
its business office. Under this orig- 
inal agreement Jabin promised to 
pay for light, heat, gas and also get 
a liquor license. 


One clause provided that AGVA 


| would pay him for all expenses of 


} 
| 
| 


| 


the war in, 


(Continued on page 44) 


AGVA Will Press Charges 


Vs. Performers Working 
Gratis at ‘Celebrity Nites’ 


New York niterles are continulng 
to advertise ‘star’ and ‘celebrity 
nights,’ and the American Guild of 
Variety Artists has completed data 
on all performers appearing at such 
dates for action by its national board 
tomorrow (Thursday). Those per- 








{formers who were not paid for their 


appea’ inces will be brought up on 
charges Resolution passed by 
AGVA. the American Federation of 
Radio Actors and Equity permit 
penalties of six months’ susvension 


and fines up to $500 per violation. 


Sunday (7), three niteries, Leon 
& Eddie’s, the Hurricane and the 
Beachcomber advertised ‘star’ or 
‘celebrity’ special shows At the 
Beachcomber, Little Jackie Heller 
and Yvonne’ Bouvier were the 
‘guests’; the Hurricane advertised 
Lya Lys, film player, while Leon & 
Eddie’s plugged the appearance of 
Adrienne Ames, former film player 
now a radio columnist on WHN. 
Plus these billed personalities, 
AGVA representatives state around 
even other performers appeared at 
all three niteries and performed 
one fashion or another. , 

At least one of the acts, Chris 
Cross, claims he was paid by the 


Hurricane, but AGVA states that its 


rules call for payment through the 
talent union, which was not done. 
However, if it’s proved that Cross 


was paid and was net cognizant of 
the rule, he’ll not be penalized. 





Bolger, Jessel Aid N.Y. 











Biltmore After Show Fiz 


Ice show scheduled to debut in 
the Bowman Room, Biltmore hotel, 
New York, last Friday (5), did not 
Start until the following evening 
(6) because of trouble with the ice- 
making equipment. 


Opening went off on schedule 
alyway, with guest stars offsetting 
the ice hiich. Ray Bolger, George 


Jessel, Joe E. Lewis, Bobby May and 
the LeAhn Sisters were 


desred ¢ G1) the ¢ 


“man. 











42 VAUDEVILLE 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 10, 1941 





Sam Lyons Dies at 45 in Hollywood: 
Talent Agent Was Picturesque Figure 


Los Angeles, Dec. 9. 

Sam Theodore Lyons, 45, who 
with his brother Arthur, operated 
one of the largest talent agencies in 
Hollywood and New York, died Dec. 
6 of a heart attack in his Beverly 
Hills home. Passing was sudden and 
three doctors failed in an effort to 
revive Aim. 

Lyons, one of the industry’s pic- 
turesque figures due to his dialect, 
which he called his stock in trade, 
worked as pharmacist after a few 
years in this country from Russia. 
Subsequently his brother, Arthur, 
worked in Lou Leslie’s agency and 
shortly after the brothers started 
booking talent for Loew’s and Fox 
circuits in N. Y. While Arthur 
served with the armed forces in the 
last World War, Sam carried 
with biz and, when Arthur was mus- 
tered out, operations of the firm 
spread to the legit field. 

Six years ago, when their main 
client, Jack Benny, moved _ to 


Hollywood, the Lyons set up offices | 


on the Coast, Firm recently cele- 


brated 25 years in the agency biz in | 


its own Beverly Hills office building. 

Deceased was much sought after 
as an after-dinner speaker, often 
matching wits with such past masters 
as George Jessel, Bugs Baer, Damon 
Runyon and holding his own. He 
never played down his broad dialect 
and it won him an easy audience 
with hard-to-see ad agency execs. 

Warned On Over-Eatirfg 

Lyons was warned by his phy- 
sician more than a year ago that his 
penchant for over-eating might have 
fatal consequences. For a time he 
went on a diet, but lately, it’s said, 
the agent had returned to his former 
habits. -A week or so ago, after in- 
dulging heavily late at night, he had 
a severe attack of indigestion. 

Both he and his brother were very 
close to Nicholas and Joe Schenck, 
some even getting the impression 
that the Lyons and Schenck families 
were related. Only connection, how- 
ever, was that both families orig- 
inally came from the same vicinity 
in Russia. It’s also coincidental that 
both Arthur and Sam Lyons and the 
Schenck brothers were originally 
druggists in N. Y. 

Besides his brother, Sam Lyons is 
survived by his widow, Joy Lynne, 
onetime stage actress. Services and 
burial were held yesterday (Tues- 
day) at Home of Peace Cemetery, 
Los Angeles. 


‘Scandals’ for Seattle 


Seattle, Dec. 9. 
Opening Dec. 12 at Orpheum 
(Hamrick-Evergreen) is the first 
stage show at this house in over a 
year. 
Tab version of George White’s 
*Scandals’ is booked. 








on | 


+h 




















Continued from page 41 














str ac g s0llo is | Girls (10), band 
street and the fact that the Apo | arn). 


only a block from the subway. 

By the same token, the big niteries 
on main thoroughfares, such as the 
Elks Rendezvous and Small’s Para- 
dise, have suffered far less from the 
‘crime wave’ than the remoter spots. 
Fact is, cellar joints such as Dickie 
Wells’, Dick Wheaton’s, Monroe's 
Morocco, Tillie’s, Covan’s and the 
Log Cabin are absolutely without 
any white trade except a few season- 
ed regulars who feel they know their 
way about Harlem well enough to 
risk ‘mugging’—the practice of Har- 
lem 15-and-16-year-old kids of put- 
ting an arm around a victims’s neck, 
a knee in his back and robbing him. 

Mimo dropped its floor show 
Thursday (4) night after running in- 
to difficulty on paying off musicians. 
Arrangement of a deal with the 
tooters union is being attempted, 
with the possibility of dancing to the 
tunes of a non-union band on the 
inside and pickets on the outside. 
Robinson actually owns but a small 
chunk of the place, which he ob- 
tained principally for allowing the 
use of his name. 

Those familiar with both Harlem 
and newspaper practice strongly 
maintain that there’s no ‘crime wave,’ 
although conditions are extremely 
bad, they admit, However, they have 
been that way since early in the 
depression, All the hullabaloo caused 
by the New York Times’ crusade has 
resulted merely from _ reporting 
what the Times never bothered to 
report before. It’s well known to 
newspapermen that city desks are 
seldom interested in ‘black’ crime 
because it is so prevalent. And 
when a paper does become inter- 
ested and begins to print it, there’s 
immediately a ‘crime wave.’ 

Nitery ops resent the Times’ cru- 
sade because it is so damaging to biz. 
Other businessmen and social work- 
ers, however, approve of it, hoping 
that immediate steps, such as addi- 
tional police, and more far-reaching 
steps, such as more social centers, 
will result. 


Cynda Glenn’s Coast Lead 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. 


Cynda Glenn, comedienne, gets 
top femme billing in Earl Carroll’s 
new nitery revue, ‘Star Spangled 
Glamour.’ 


Extravaganza opens Christmas 
night. 











Otto Roth Recovering 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 
Otto Roth, owner of the Black- 
hawk nitery, was operated on last 
week for an intestinal obstruction. 
He’s back home and recuping 
rapidly. 
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All-American Follies 
(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. Cc.) 





Charlotte, N. C., Dec. 5. 


Jean Bedini & Tanglefoot, Udell 
Triplets, Rixford Bros. (2), Bennett 
& Mitchell, Conchita, Clyde Jordan 
(5); ‘Gay Falcon’ 


Classiest show at the Broadway 
this season, Col. Ches Davis’ All- 
American Follies combines four high 
calibre acts with the best-trained 
line of ponies seen here in some tire. 
It’s an hour of solid entertainment. 

One of the best acts on the bill is 
Jean Bedini, veteran star-maker, 
and Tanglefoot, his eccentric dancer- 
stooge. Far above class of most turns 
on Kemp circuit, Tanglefoot’s sock 
stooging is blended with Bedini’s 
showmanly juggling and magic turn 
for top results. Tanglefoot clicks off 
impersonations of a man riding the 
bus to work and a jitterbug going 
jit-happy. He backs up Bedini’s 
magic and juggling turn to enhance 
a deft performance. 

Udell Triplets scored with nifty 
arrangements of rustic tunes. They 
open nicely with ‘There'll Be Some 
Changes Made,’ get into high with a 
nifty rendition of ‘The Old Apple 
Tree in the Orchard,’ and sock home 
solid version of ‘The Martins and the 
Coys.’ Girls are all good lookers. 

Rixford Brothers, acrobats, drew a 
strong hand. Open with standard 
hand balancing and build to wham- 
mo close with stellar balances and 
lifts. Pair work skillfully, breezing 
thru a snappy repertoire of hand-to- 
hand, head-to-head balances, and 
climaxing with a one-arm overhead 
push-up of partner. 

Bennett & Mitchell, the Singa-tina 
pitchmen, is also an above average 
opening act. Novelty music turn is 
built around their Singa-tinas (cellu- 
loid whistles). Bennett handles 
whistles, while Mitchell accompanies 
at the piano, former using dummy 
for novél whistling effects. Do imi- 





tations of musical instruments, fol- 
lowed by impressions of top bands. | 

Conchita, semi-nude, is pleasing in | 
a smartly staged turn backed up by| 
girls from the line. Clyde Jordan | 
Girls, in flashiest routines of the} 
season, open with a fast rhumba and | 
come back midway with a deftly-| 
executed Southern Belle number | 
with pantaloons and parasols, backed | 
up by Udell Sisters piping southern | 
ditties off-stage. Just. | 


500 Philly Firings | 
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specified by ‘the State Liquor Code 


—formerly ignored—was prompted 
by the liquor board’s announce- 
ment that it would no longer ac- 


cept $10-a-day fines in lieu of sus- 
pension orders in cases where spots | 


repeatedly were cited for after- 
hour sales. With most of the cen- 
tral city bistros having as many 


as four citations against tnem, their 
owners decided to close ‘voluntarily’ 
rather than having their licenses 
revoked entirely. 

A survey of dismissals at the lead- 
ing downtown clubs showed: Jack 
Lynch’s—more than 20 persons laid 
off with more expected to be 
dropped next week; Carroll’s—11 of 
65 employees dismissed: Club Bali— 
16 persons laid off; Little Raths- 
keller—six persons fired, and Em- 
bassy—14 employees slashed from 
the payroll. George Clifford, m.c., 
a fixture at the Embassy almost 
since it opened three years ago, was 
among those let go. 

Secret Meeting 

’ Club owners held a se¢ret meet- 
ing at Palumbo’s Friday night (3), 
to take steps to alleviate the situash. 
Initial action was the formulation 
of an alliance between the Penn- 
sylvania Cabaret Association and the 
Retail Liquor Dealers of Pennsyl- 
vania for the purpose of fighting 
for legislation to liberalize the liquor 
code. John B. Crane, head of the 
liquor dealers, appointed a commit- 
tee composed of reps of both groups 
to call on Governor Arthur H. 
James and members of the State 
Liquor Board. The two organiza- 
tions are contemplating a ‘march’ 
on Harrisburg to demand remedial 
legislation. 

They pointed out that continuance 
of the blackout would encourage the 
return of speakeasies and the exodus 
of Philadelphia pleasure-seekers to 
New Jersey and other neighboring 
States with more liberal closing laws. 
Jersey and Ohio allow the sale of 
liquor on Sundays in addition to 
late hours, while Pennsylvania is 
bone dry on the Sabbath. 

The fight of the cafe men was 
taken up by the Philadelphia Daily 
News. In an editorial on Wednesday 
(3) the paper warned that the old 
‘headaches’ of prohibition days 
would make their return unless the 








The Good Old Days 


Herewith appears a ‘Variety’ review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 1921 
with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these reviews 
ether than the interest they may have in recalling the acts which were 
playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show (book- 
ing), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the style 
of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 








(Reprinted from ‘Variety’ Dec. 9, 1921) 


PALACE, N. Y. 





No headliner billed at Keith’s Palace this week, but 10 standard acts 
minus a ‘draw’ was reflected by the attendance Monday night, slightly 
under capacity. This is ‘light’ for the Palace, where they usually stand 
them up rows deep on the first day of the week. 


The bill played smoothly, building up to a corking show with comedy 
predominating. Chick Sale, second after intermission, and Ruth Roye, next 
to closing, split the honors of the second half, each climbing into the hit 
class and having no beg-off in a speech. Sale is offering the same array 
of rural characters @s of seasons back, with one or two slight changes. Hig 
country parson has a few new cracks, and Jeff Sap has one or two new 
quips fresh from the village pool room. The ‘tubey’ player is now doing 
a sort of a Melrose fall in getting his rheumatic limbs properly focused for 
the descent to the stool. Sale is a vaudeville institution, and will have a 
rough time replacing his present character studies. They went as strong 
as ever Monday night. 


Miss Roye in the strongest song cycle she has shown in seasons had no 
trouble. This girl is a favorite at the Palace, as evidenced by her recep. 
tion, which was free from the taint of song pluggerism. Her Cat's Meow’ 
number has been altered to comply with the Keith mandate, barring the 
phrase, but went over just as strongly as ever. She has a kind applause 
number that landed solidly. The rest of the songs are the same as used 
at her last Palace appearance with one new one. 


Fritzi Scheff (New Acts) opened the second half, passing nicely in a 
well-selected spot. 


Carl Randall, sandwiched in between Sale and Ruth Roye, copped the 
artistic hit of the evening, assisted by Dorothy Clark and Berta Donn, 
two charming girls from ‘Sonny Boy,’ the late musical comedy in which 
all three appeared. Two of the song hits of that piece, ‘Peaches’ and 
‘Rainy Day,’ are in the present offerings, as is also Randall's specialty 
‘derby’ hat dance that tops anything seen of its kind. Randall has an en- 
dowed pair of legs and shakes a most onery hoof. He manipulates a hat 
while dancing better than most hat manipulators can while standing im- 
movable. The girls have unusual talents. Miss Clark is a high-class 
pianist and a looker with personality. Berta Donn puts over a ballad 
clussily, and pairs with Randall in a double dance that took encores until 
Randall was physically unable to encore. Two armfuls of floral pieces 
were passed over the lights at the completion of the turn, allowing Randall 
to acknowledge thanks with a comedy allusion to Thorley the florist 


The first half ran to comedy also with Johnson, Baker & Johnson giving 
things a fast start with hat manipulation and comedy boomer2ng hat jug- 
gling. Madelon and Paula Miller, No. 2, passed mildly with a stereotyped 
sister act arrangement. The girls do a piano and violin double, a double 
song parody and top it off with some good dancing of the acrobatic variety, 
featuring splits. The dancing was the big asset, bringing them back for 
an encore in the early position. 

Lightner girls and Alexander Revue followed, with Winnie Lightner 
clowning and mugging her way to favor. Ramona, a dancer in the turn, 
deserves special mention. Her classical bare-legged effort and another solo 
helped the average. The prop laugh of Winnie's sister could be modulated 


a triflé. The act is sumptuously produced and contains specialty people 
of merit in the Gosman Sisters, Vada Russell and Harry Jans. The business 
of describing an imaginary aeroplane flight, and Winnie Lightner, the 
aviatrix, walking out and asking ‘How do you start the blame thing?’ re- 
called Gallagher and Barret’s ‘Battle of Too Soon.’ 

Harry Delf kept things moving at the swift pace next with his song 


characterizations. Delf is an experienced showman, milking the last par- 
ticle of nourishment from his exceptional material. The ‘album’ song and 
comedy reproduction of the tin types of 20 years ago was and always is a 
sure-fire hit, as is the ‘Soup’ song, illustrating different types inhaling their 
liquid nourishment. A song panning the men was cleverly pantomimed. 
Delf injects a bit of pantomime in all his numbers, getting away from the 
usual delivery and allowing him an opportunity for characterization. He 
finished strongly 

Grace Huff in the Lewis & Gordon production, ‘The Trimmer,’ by John B. 
Hymer, clicked in the comedy sketch after a slow start. The act lags until 
the author has his situation planted, but rolls up a large total of laughs 
thereafter. The story has to do with a motherly elderly woman who en- 
lists the aid of a worldly blondined manicurist to indulge in a flirtation with 
her 69-year-old husband, who is losing his kick. The manicurist’s sweet- 
heart, a ball player, is enlisted as the jealous rival, with the old man falling 
hook, line and sinker. The theme is conducive of comedy, and the situa- 
tion funny. Miss Huff as the manicurist gets laughs with bright dialogue 
retorts, her sophistication in decided contrast to the old boy’s personality 
and rheumatic attempts at quixotism. The old lady’s willingness to risk 
the experiment and her reasons are not planted convincingly, but are for- 
gotten when the situation unfolds. The act got over hugely. 

Bostock’s Riders closed. The announcement at the opening started a 
‘universal walkout, and should have been edited out. The turn got on after 
11 p.m., closing with the ‘apparatus’ of aerial stunts teaching the plants to 
ride. It is staged in the manner of a contest, with a watch as the first 
prize. The winner is determined by the applause of the audience, as in the 
old amateur manner of holding the watch over each applicant's head. 
There were hardly enough left to applaud. Con. 

> 


RENEW S.F. CAFE SHOW 
San Francisco, Dec. 9. 


‘American Follies,’ girl revue at 
the Club Lido, has been renewed for 
an additional four weeks here. | 


Bobby Vernon, feature act and 
m.c., has also been made producer. 


CORINNE AND TITO VALDEZ 


(Amercia’s Finest Dancers ) 


JUST RE-OPENED NEW ENGAGEMENT 
WITH 


PAUL WHITEMAN and N.T.G. 


AFTER 
COMPLETING 1§6WEEKS WITH 
N.T.G. AT FLORENTINE GARDENS 
HOLLYWOOD, CALIF. 
Current Picture: 


“LADY FOR A NIGHT” 
Republic Pictures 








ACTS and BANDS WANTED 


Must be high class for smart, inti- 
mate, Latin-American room. 


THE TROPICS 
More than a Night Club 
Contact: G. B. LOTSMEN 
Hotel Wolverine Detroit, Mich. 




















~ 


Management: 
M.C.A. 





Strict curfew was eased. 
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SHOW MUST GO 
ON SPIRIT IN 
CAMPS 


Camp Davis, N. C., Dec. 9. 

Failure of the entire electrical sys- 
tem here last week, 15 minutes be- 
fore the first scheduled performance 
of a USO-Camp Shows, Inc., unit 
proved the Army is ingenious. Of- 
ficers quickly rolled up four big 
generating trucks, ordinarily used 
for 8,000,000-candlepower anti-air 


craft searchiights, and _ hitched 
them into the _ theatre’s. wiring. 
Show went on on _ schedule, al- 


though the rest of the cantonment 
was dark. ; 

Similar lighting breakdown oc- 
curred last spring when ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ traipsed from Broadway to 
Fort Dix, N.J., for a special per- 
formance. Only that time the gen- 
erating trucks had to be brought 
some 60 miles and there was several 
hours delay. 





Morris Silver Named 
USO Aide to Balaban 


Chicago, Dec. 9. 


Morris Silver, head of the local 
William Morris agency, has been 


named assistant to A. J. Balaban, 
now with USO-Camp Shows, Inc. 

Silver was associated with Bala- 
ban years ago when latter person- 
ally supervised stage shows for Bal- 
aban & Katz circuit. 





Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 


Saranac, N. Y., Dec. 9. 


Harold (Rogers Fund) Rodner in 
to ogle the gang, back to N. Y. 

The Spanish club at the Rogers 
sanatorium gave a one-act playlet (in 
Spanish) that Went over with a bang. 
Victor Rockiter stood out with his 
singing and guitaring. 

Jack Mulvaney, of WOR, N. Y., 
still adding that local poundage. 

Thanks and salutations to the Sar- 
anac Lake Study and Crafts Guild 


for slipping the gang at the Rogers 
Annie Oakleys for at the 
Hotel Saranac. 

Jerry Sager, who saw some local 
bed routine, elected as a downtown 


its bazaar 











shopper for the gang, which means 
that the boy is on the okay list 

Dr. William Stern, who served as 
house medico at the Rogers, has left 
the lodge to hang out his shingle 
downtown. 

Bob Cosgrove all agog over the 
éurprise visit of his pa and ma, the | 
Maurice Cosgroves. Bob i n ex- 
legit actor; his dad was with the 
Ringling circus for years. 

Thanks Norman Hanley, orch 


leader from Raleigh, N. C 


Henderson, blackface comic from At- 
lanta, for their timely good cheer 
letters to this colony. 

Henry ‘Hank’ Hearn, who saw 


years of this routine, reports that he 
is working daffy with United Artists 
office in Charlotte, N. C. 

Frank ‘Tubs’ Conley mended after 
his recent appendix op. Expects to 
leave soon for his home town, New- 
ark. He’s an ex-burlesque comic. 

Harry ‘Pop’ Barrett doing nicely 
after his two eye operations: sight is 
partly back. Charlie Barrett still in 
his wheelchair; no-can-wal 


two are of the Juggling Barrett 

Carl Greaves, who runs and man- 
ages the Lido Club in Plattsburg, 
N. Y., here looking for talent and 


mitting the colony gang while hand- 
ing out smokes. 

The Marks Foursome, local 
teur quartet consisting of Bob Her- 
ron, Harry Hubbard, Charlie Cogan 
and Cliff Smith, takes time out every 
Sunday to dedicate a number to this 
colony over their weekend broadcast. 
Things like that pack a wallop for 
the strictly-in-bed patients. 

Write to those who are ill. 


ama- 


Ft. Wayne Bookings 


Fort Wayne, Ind., Dec. 9. 

Harvey Cocks, general manager 
of Quimby theatres, has bought an 
extensive array of shows for local 
Palace theatre. 

Set are A. B. Marcus Continental 
Revue, Dec. 12; Gray Gordon orch, 
Dec. 19; Lou Breese orch, Dec. 24; 
Laurel and Hardy, Dec. 31; Ted 
Lewis, Jan. 9, and Martha Raye, 
Jan, 16. 
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Philly AGVA Grosses 
Over $2,000 in Benefit 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 


First annual benefit ball for its 
actors’ relief fund was held Thurs- 
day night by American Guild of 
Variety Artists local. Tickets, $1 
each plus tax, resulted in approxi- 
mately $2,000 going into the kitty, 
plus a couple of hundred dollars 
from ads and refreshment conces- 
sions. 


The affair was a success, with a 
three-and-a-half hour show in- 
cluding acts from virtually every 
local theatre and nitery. In charge 
of the ball was Richard C, Mayo, 
AGVA business agent. 


Curtail Reading Vaude 


Reading, Pa., Dec. 9. 
The Astor, largest of the Harry J. 
Schad picture theatres here, has dis- 
continued its Friday and Saturday 
vaudeville here for the Christmas 
season and devoting all of its pro- 
grams to pictures. 











Service Men’s 2c Tax 





Soldiers and sailors are being 
socked with a 2c admission tax 
by the Federal government on 
shows they see within the con- 
fines of their own camps and 
bases, it was learned this week. 
Both USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 
presenting live entertainment, 
and the Army Motion Picture 
Service are required to add the 
tax to their admish levies. They 
charge 18c, which, with the 2c 
tap, brings the price up to 20c. 

Bill is said to be pending in 
Congress to eliminate the tax on 
servicemen, but all has been 
quiet on the Potomac recently 
in this regard and nothing has 
been heard of the measure. 


= 








ene 
Divorcing Baron 
Detroit, Dec. 9. 
After six months of marriage, 


Baron Egon Karl von Mauchenheim, 
facing deportation to Germany, is 
being divorced here. 

His wife is the former Carolyn 
Caulk, who, until her marriage, was 


Two Major Bowes units and three 
legiters will be among the 12 shows 
that USO-Camp Shows, Ince., will 
send out on its ‘160 Circuit’ early in 
January. Circuit includes 160 Army 
camps and naval bases with mini- 
mum theatre equipment—mostly 350- 
seat auditoriums, designed for films, 
with only seven-foot-deep stages. 

With the start of the legiter, ‘Out 
of the Frying Pan,’ on tour about 


shows for the ‘65 Circuit,’ the 65 
camps with adequate stage equip- 
ment. ‘Frying Pan’ is the sole le- 
giter among the 11 shows, having 
been chosen as a -replacement for 
‘My Sister Eileen,’ which was ditched 
after having been in rehearsal three 
weeks. 

Determination that the nine va- 
riety units for the ‘160 Circuit’ shall 
not be the expected mere succession 





Vaudeville may be resumed some | manager of the Hotel Statler’s Cafe | of acts, but unified presentations, has 


time in January. 


Rouge, Detroit. 


‘held the CSI talent advisory com- 








Dec. 22, CSI will have out all of its) 





Mayer, 


2 Bowes Units, 3 Legiters Among 
12 USO Shows Set for Jan. Start 


mittee in a series of lengthy sessions 
during the past week. Advisory 
group consists of five top vaude 
bookers, Harry Kalcheim, Harry 
Bill Howard, Sidney Pier- 
mont and Jesse Kaye. 

Quintet was originally skedded to 
meet once a week. It held its first 


| working session last week and be- 


came so enthusiastic about solving 
the problem before it, however, it 
has held four meetings in the past 
eight days. Each unit, it has been 
determined, will have a specially- 
designed backdrop, worked out on 
a thumb-tack basis by Emil Fried- 
lander, to set its theme. There will 
be one act as a core and around it 
will be woven the other performers, 
Units will cost around $1,000 and 
run 45-50 minutes. This is in con- 
trast to the 70-minute, $2,250-$3,000 
shows being put on the ‘65 Circuit.’ 

Decision to use three legiters on 

(Continued on page 55) 
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“Gosh-a-mighty! 
Who thinks ’em up?” 
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A long-suffering executive speaks his mind 


about this time 


F i 


we do business with start sending 


me Christmas gifts. 


“I don’t know why 
They don’t have to. I certainly don’t 


ask them to. 


“Over the years, I’ve accumulated 
brass toadstool paperweights and 


‘A’ ME! It happens every year, just 


when firms 


to my office or—sa 


idea... 
they do it. 


giving me a Christmas remem- 


non-running clocks—one even set 


into an elephant’s foot. 
whistles and holds cigarettes ...a 
streamlined train that’s a penholder. 
And a cigar lighter that plays Yan- 
kee Doodle but won't light. Gosh-a- 
mighty! Who thinks ’em up? 


“Most of the gorgeous gadgets 
people give me cost too darn much 


money just to throw 


And besides, only an ungrateful heel 


A horse that 


Roses home with 
cork... 


them away. 


would do a thing like that. But 
brother, I’m getting desperate! Vil 
either have to build a Gadget Annex 


“If my business friends insist on 


brance, why, oh why don’t they 
make it a bottle or so of my favor- 
ite whiskey-—-Four Roses! 


“There’s the solution to the whole 
problem! I can take a bottle of Four 


and pour some out for my 
good friends to share with me. 
What’s more, I wouldn’t be expected 
to keep a Four Roses bottle on my 
desk all year, just in case the man 
who gave it to me drops in. 


“Boy, wouldn’t it be great if I 


y! Ive gota better 


could jiggle just some of the pack- 
ages that land on my desk this 
Christmas and hear ’em gurgle!” 





me... pull out the 








Four Roses is a blend of straight 
whiskies—90 proof. Frankfort Distil- 
leries, Inc., Louisville @ Baltimore. 
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Dora Maugham Takes AGVA Over 


Hurdles on Park Central (N.Y.) Issue 


— 


New York. 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 


There has been so much chit- 
chat back and forth on the ‘street’ 
re the AGVA-Park Central con- 
troversy...in which the mem- 
bers of the cast, including my- 
self, have been misquoted, mis- 
represented and maligned. Will 
you please print these facts and 
leave our reputations open to 
judgment from our fellow actors 
who read your paper? 

Six weeks after the opening 
of this new show—and three 
weeks after I joined it—the en- 
tire cast, excluding a few, re- 
ceived the following wire, to wit: 

‘Please be notified that offi- 
cially as of Friday AGVA has 


declared strike action against 
Park Central Hotel. Anyone 
working after Thursday night, 


November 13, will be subject to 
suspension from AGVA, Screen 
Actors Guild, Equity, AFRA and 
other unions of the Four A’s for 
one year or fine up to $500, or 
both. Contact AGVA office im- 
mediately.’ (Signed) American 
Guild of Variety Artists, Veto 
Melfi, national representative to 
N. Y. Local. 


A wire identical to the above 
was received by one of the 
chorus, Eleanor McConville. The 
balance of the chorus received 
the same wire, omitting the $500 
fine threat. I personally went to 
the chorus room after the first 
show on the Thursday and told 
the girls that the principals were 
going to AGVA to get to the bot- 
tom of the matter the next day 
and asked them to send a repre- 
sentative with us, or at least a 
message. They asked me to ‘ask 
the AGVA to leave them alone; 
they had a good job and wanted 
to keep it.’ They blankly refused 
to be represented at the meet- 
ing, and singly and collectively 
they voiced their definite deci- 
sion—not to strike! 


Went to Hearing 


The next day Wilson Lang, Bun- 
ny Howard, Rochell and Beebe 
and myself went to a hearing be- 
fore the local committee, headed 
by Alan Corelli, comprising the 
following members: Veto Melfi, 
Jonas Silverstone, the attorney 
for AGVA, Gus Van, Paul Draper, 
Emil Lowe, Jack Miller, a Mr. 
Ashburn and another actor whose 
name I did not catch. We went 
there simply to ask questions, we 
wanted to know: 

1. Why was the strike called 
after several months’ of pick- 
eting? Why were we not noti- 
fied within 48 hours, instead of 
being permitted to work several 
weeks? 

2. Did the members of the 
board know the true status of the 
jurisdictional battle between the 
Stagehands’ Union and the Hotel 
Employees’ Union? Were they 
being used by the Stagehands’ 
Union as a wedge in their battle? 
Why were the musicians sstill 
working? Why were other 
unions, also members of the re- 
puted combine not picketing or 
striking? 

3. If we went out, would we be 
protected by definite promise that 
no other actors would replace 
us? 

4. Would AGVA go to the State 
Relations Board and call the en- 
tire cast before the board, ask to 
become our bargaining agents, 
and be legally appointed. 


Called ‘Smug, Selfish’ 


None of these questions were 
answered. Instead we were told 
we were smug, selfish and incon- 
siderate of the ‘little fellow,’ 
namely, in our instance, our 
chorus girls. When we repeated 
their request to be left alone, 
that there was no reason for 
worrying about them, we were 
told to ‘strike for future choruses 
who might not be happy’; were 
assured we would not be re- 
placed (yet we were present in 
Mr. Robbin’s office later and saw 
at least ten standard acts wait- 
ing for us to make our decision 
on the union ruling. At that time 
I personally listened in on three 
AGVA franchised agents, calling 
Robbins to replace me person.- 
ally with three different ‘name’ 
acts. I heard that myself, and 
one agent, when asked by Rob- 
bins re the AGVA ruling, said: 


‘Chris Cross Wins Plea 


‘The hell with those guys, I want 
my act to work.’ Is that protec- 
tion? 

Two days later I spent almost 
two hours with Mr. Silverstone 
trying to get information. I got 
the finest line of legal ‘double 




















Jabin Ousted 


| : 
Continued from page 41 
outfitting and decorating the nitery 
if the contract should be broken be- 
'fore the expiration date on July 19, 
1951. Griffin declared that Jabin 
later claimed the union signed a sub- 
lease with him calling for rental of 
the business office at $240 per month. 
No record of such a sublease could be | 
found in the union’s files. 

All of these contracts were not 
binding because they lacked the ap- 
proval of the national executive 





talk’ I have ever heard. He is 
really a great guy—for his client. 
When I was accused directly of 
not being ‘union-minded’ I cited 
the fact that I had been a union 
member before the inception of 
Equity and was in that famous 
battle of 1919, and to emphasize 
my respect and admiration for 
Equity, I said ‘I would rather 
lose my American citizenship 
than my Equity membership.’ I 
neglected to add for the benefit 
of the stupid people present that 
I would fight like hell to keep 
both. 

I am still waiting to find out 
if we are on the ‘unfair’ list. 
That is a question I cannot get 
answered either. 

Dora Maugham, 


HARRY DELMAR 
SON, 8, KILLED 


Roger Walsh, 8, son of Harry Del- 
mar (Walsh), was crushed to death 


last week (3) near the home of his 
mother in Waterbury, Conn. Child 
was playing in an empty lot when 
a telephone cable spool, weighing 
3,600 pounds, toppled on him. 


Delmar was in Atlanta on a tour 
of army camps playing USO shows 
when the accident happened. Friends 
communicated with the booker and 
he immediately rushed to Water- 
bury. Friends who met him in N. 
Y. en route to Waterbury stated he 
was shocked speechless. There's 
another child, Mary, aged 5. 


It was not generally known prior 
to the accident that Delmar’s real 
name was William Walsh. His wife, 
Lucille, was once a stage singer, but 
is now employed in a Waterbury 
department store. 














board and were not counter-signed 
by himself, Griffin pointed out. 
What made them more unauthorita- 
tive, he stated, was the fact that no 
executive board existed at the time 
they were signed. It was dissolved 
on June 9 by Griffin, who ordered 
the officers’ posts to be vacated after 
an investigation of an intra-union 
controversy. 
Given Powers 


Following this, Bob Ellsworth, who 
is a national board member, Ague 
and the local executive secretary 
were empowered to supervise union 
affairs until recent election of new 
officers. They now consist of Tony 
Capri, local prez; Duke Rohrbacher, 
executive secretary; with the board 
chairmanship left open by removal 
of Jabin. 

Although the nitery operator had 
promised Ague that ‘everything wiil 
be taken ¢are of in a legal manner 
and every constitutional requirement 
fully lived up to,’ G: Tin admitted he 
was sent to Clev~':ad two months 
ago to look into complaints that had 
reached New York. He said at that 
time he offered Jabin another con- 
tract, permitting him to continue the 
club on several conditions. 

These stipulated that (1) he would 
operate it in ‘a legal and proper man- 
ner’; (2) that the AGVA name would 
not be used in connection with the 
restaurant or bar; (3) that no per- 
sons of ‘questionable reputations’ 
would be allowed to frequent it, and 
(4) that the union would be indemni- 
fied for any losses it should suffer 
from failure to fulfill these provi- 
sions. 

In answer to all these accusations 
Jabin denied Griffin’s charge that 
the drinkery was being run for his 
personal profit. He said Griffin and 
Morton Downey, national prez of the 
guild, and other high officers had 
visited the club on various occa- 
sions and had given it high praise. 
He also added Saturday (6) that he 
had not talked to Griffin recently and 
had not received any order of re- 
moval or anything else. 

AGVA case largely inspired a se- 
ries of sweeping raids by John 





MEROFF PLEA DENIED 
ON ALIMONY SLASH 


| 
Chicago, Dec. 9. | 
Benny Meroff, now on the road | 
with his orchestra in the ‘Funzafire’ | 
vaude unit, failed in his court plea | 
last week for a reduction of support 
payments to his second wife, Flor- 
ence Meroff, and daughter, Diane. | 
Meroff claimed he could no longer | 
pay $50 weekly due to the fact that | 
his bookings on the army camp cir- | 
cuit meant much less money for him. | 
He asked for slash to $25. Also! 
stated that he is paying his first wife 
$25 weekly. 
Meroff has remarried since his di- 
vorce from the second Mrs. Meroff. 
In denying reduction of payments 
the court ordered Meroff to explain 
a $275 arrearage in payments to 
Florence Meroff, 











Nixing Contract Verdict 


American Arbitration Association 
has reversed a previous decision 
against C. C. Christensen, performer 
known as Chris Cross, and declared 
his contract with Charles H. Allen- 
Nick Agneta invalid. First ruling 
against Chris Cross was by a joint 
board from the American Guild of 
Variety Artists and the Artists Rep- 
resentatives Assn, 


Chris Cross appealed the original 
verdict and was upheld in his claim 
that his contract with Allen-Agneta 
was null and void. New verdict 
places the performer under the man- 
agement of Music Corp. of America, 
which originally was directed to 
split commissions with Allen's 
agency on any bookings for Chris 
Cross. 





Myrta Silva, songbird from Ha- 
vana, opened at the It Cafe, Holly- 





Laws and state agents that are mak- 
ing private fraternal clubs and own- 
ers of legitimate niteries sing melan- 
choly blues. Most of the latter, 
afraid to jeopardize their $1,000 li- 
censes, are.closely observing the 
2:30 closing hour but weekly visits 
of the snooping boys in blue aren’t 
helping business. 


Although curfew is usually 
stretched an hour or so on New 


Year’s Eve, the boys are afraid that 
the likker board will toughen up re- 
strictions on the most profitable night 
of the year. A number of the top 
cafe proprietors met in a secret cau- 
cus last week to discuss ways and 
means of easing up the official pres- | 
sure. They came to the unofficial 
agreement that it could be done by 
tipping off state agents to ‘wildcat’ 
eafes that are to blame for the clean- 
up campaign. 
Fraternal Clubs Feel Ax 

Ax is also being felt keenly by 

fraternal clubs which use proceeds of 


SHOWMEN TO RESCUE 


U. S. service men’s morale, its condition and its cure, has 
been under discussion ever since conscription went into effect. 
Some steps were finally taken by civilian groups to impress 
upon the men in khaki and blue that they were not merely 
-on the business end of a gun—and otherwise faceless beings 
in a nation that had not yet reached a unified decision on what 
course it was taking in world events. ‘The steps, however, 
were for the most part uncertain and stumbling and tended 
to aggravate a condition instead of providing a tonic, 








In the past two weeks, however, the horizon brightened con- 
siderably. For the first time since the USO’s drive, which 
raised $15,000,000, showmen have been injected into the project 
that was originally created to inject a hyperdermic in soldiers’ 
and satlors’ morale. 


The knowledge of men of experience in providing entertain- 
ment had an immediate effect upon the USO. From a state 
of somnolence in its camp show division it instantaneously 
sprang to the alert. Men who knew the problems of putting 
together a show, and its costuming and its routing, were now 
at the helm. Within the space of a few days, Abe Lastfogel, 
now in the unsalaried position of assistant to the president 
(Eddie Dowling) of USO-Camp Shows, Inc., set up a likewise 
unsalaried staffi of showmen to guide the venture toward its 


goal, 


Much credit, however, must go to the executive administra- 
tion of the USO-SCI under Lawrence Phillips, which, unfor- 
tunately, had been laboring under the handicaps of working 
with little practical show business experience on one hand, and, 
on the other, coping with army and naval camp commandants 
whose opinions on ‘what's good for morale’ are strikingly dis- 
similar. Until one understands that each camp commander 1s 
his own boss and working on his own initiative, rather than in 
the position of being ‘forced’ to work under any set rules and 
regulations by the War Department, it’s not possible to com- 
prehend the problems of providing stage entertainment for 
soldiers in the camps. 





Some commanders are of the opinion that motion pictures 
are the best entertainment medium; others like stage shows, 
but are censorious to the point of prudishness. Some like to 
play at show business themselves and will have no part of any 
show in which they themselves can’t have an important hand 
in presenting ; still others are of the opinion that their job 1s 
to train a tough, fighting army—and entertainment go hang. 

This naturally means that each camp is an individual booking 
problem, The camp commandant is the head man and the 
final judge. In many cases they have to be ‘sottened up’ to the 
value of stage entertainment. 

In view of all this, Phillips and his staff had done an ad- 
mirable job. Despite the acute booking problems and the po- 
litical byplay with the chief army officers, the USO-CSI was 
able to line up a 65-theatre circuit for 11 shows, all, except one 
(‘My Sister Eileen’), having started touring last week, or go- 
ing out this week. ‘Eileen’ was cancelled at the last minute 
because of bluenoses’ complaints, as detail€éd elsewhere in this 
issue, but another legiter will take its place as soon as possible. 

Plus Lastfogel, one of the best minds in show business, and 
his advisory booking committee consisting of the five major 
circuit show buyers, another new and extremely able addition 
to USO-CSI is Emil Friedlander, head of Dazians, the scenery- 
costume outfit. Friedlander, working gratis, has been giving 
the venture invaluable aid in the purchase of scenery and cos- 
tumes, plus planning the necessary mobile equipment for the 


| touring camp shows. * 


He is credited with already having saved USO-CSI con- 
siderable money, but the coin is not as important as the spirit 
he and the other showmen are displaying and imparting to the 
regular USO-CSI staff. There can be no doubt now that the 
problem’s toughest corners have been rounded. Virtually all 








slot machines owned by them to 
build up their charity funds. Slots 
were yanked out of all of them last 
week by gendarmes who filed a re- 
port against the Variety Club. To 
fight this action, there is a state-wide 
organization of private club permit 
holders to push through an amend- 
ment to the state liquor control law 
that would allow private clubs to 
own slots for strictly charity pur- 
poses. 

Bingo and keno, however, were fin- 
ally struck out in Northern Ohio via 
a test case in which Edward Kancler 
was fined $100 last week for running 
a bingo game at the old Harvard 
Club. In defending himself, Kanc- 
ler displayed an admission tax cer- 
tificate issued to him by the state tax 
commissioner, but it was ruled out. 

All the certificate proved, commis- 
sioner brought out in court, was that 
the holder had paid $1 to conduct a 
certain amusement and had promised 
to pay the 3% amusement tax on 
gross receipts whether the amuse- 
ment was legal or not. Because it 
left too many loopholes for gamblers, 


that remains to be solved is continued financing of the shows. 


Andrews Sis Defer Date DET. NITERY OPERATOR 
At NY. Par for U Picture SLUGGED, ROBBED OF 16 


Detroit, Dec. 9. 
Dave Saks, owner of Saks Show 
| bar here, was hit on the head with 
a revolver and robbed of $1,000 as 
he and three employees were leaving 
the main stem nitery last week at a 
late hour, 


Saks was hit by one of three band- 
its, who showed a certain familiarity 
with the money handling at the 
’ > | place by immediately grabbing the 
Cue Club’s Competish Cue | r»:se of touise Gernak, the cashier, 

| who was carrying the night's pro- 
Ts | ceeds. The bandits also forced them 

Cue Club, new 52nd street (N. Y.) | back in the place, insisting ‘there 
bistro, is boosting all opposition |must be more money someplace,’ as 
spots. Enlarged photographs planted they made a search 
over the bar depicting various scenes ‘ 
around Manhattan advertise all | 


Andrews Sisters have again de- 
ferred a date at the Paramount 
theatre, New York, for a Coast pic- 
ture. Girls were to start three| 
weeks at the Par Dec. 31, but now 
have to report to Universal Jan. 5. 

While on the Coast trio will ful- 
fill theatre dates in Los Angeles, 
San Francisco and Seattle. 














some specific clauses and sharper 
teeth are being added to rewritten 





wood, 


licenses issued next year. 


other niteries, theatres and miscel- | Frank Kerwin, operator of the 
laneous entertainment. | Merry-Go-Round, Hollywood, is re- 

Sammy Sax, one of the three en- | opening the Copacabana there dur- 
trepreneurs, is temporarily fronting. |ing Christmas week. 
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~ COPACABANA, N. Y. 


Enya Gonzalez, Don Loper and 
Maxine Barrat, Estelita, Fernando 
Alvarez, Los Segovias (Alberto de 
Segovia and Lolita Moya), Samba 
Sirens (8), Charles Baum and Frank 
Marti’s bands; staged by Billy Reed; 
$2.50 and $3.50 minimums (latter 
Saturday and holiday evenings). 








Same pattern obtains at the ‘Copa 
Little Show’ but is punched up by 
the return of Fernando Alvarez from 
the Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro, 
whose only link, incidentally, with 
Monte Proser’s and Julie Podell’s 
establishment lies 
There’s also Estelita, a hoyden from 


Cuba, whom Joe Pasternak has 
just signed for Metro (she’s 
slated for the added scenes in 


‘Panama Hattie’ on that lot), plus a 
new headliner in Enya Gonzales 
(New Act). She’s a Filipino opera 
diva, and succeeds torchy Gertrude 


Niesen as the headliner, which is 
quite a switch. 
The booking was daring, im- 


presario Proser theorizing that he 
chanced it when he took Carmen 
Amaya out of concert, and he'll re- 
peat—albeit to a lesser degree— 
with this entry. 

Don Loper and Maxine Barrat con- 
tinue with their socko terps. Seem- 
ingly Miss Barrat has had her danc- 
ing partner (who is also a designer) 
make her the same gowns in sundry 
colors, since she favors a like pat- 
tern, but in different neutral shades. 
The coutourier appurtenances are as 
distinctive as their terps, although 
something should be done by dance 
stager Billy Reed to permit Loper to 
mop his brow and give him respite. 


It’s a grueling grind he _ goes 
through, first with the team’s 
Youmans medley (in place of the 
former Arthur Schwartz ‘Band- 


wagon music); and then he does 
things with the Samba Sirens, a 
sexy octet whose sight appeal is 
very boffo. Miss Barrat has an op- 
ortunity to catch breath but not he. 

t’s here that Miss Gonzalez, the 
soprano, might be sandwiched in, 
rather than be given the closing spot 
responsibility. 

As befits the Cariocan theme of the 
Copa, the samba is king, and growing 
more so, judging by the strong dance 
floor pull that Frank Marti’s samba 
music gets. Not that Charles Baum’s 
forthright dansapation suffers in 
support, but the samba sessions are 
growing, which is in marked contrast 
to the abortive effort two or three 
winters ago in New York’s nite life 
to make the South American dance 
catch on. The idea was to create 
contrast to the already then well 
established conga-rhumba vogue, but 
the samba needs ‘hemispheric soli- 
darity ‘to make it click. 

Los Segovias (Albert de Segovia 
and Lolito Moya) plug the wait early 
with their terps. They’re better dis- 


fastest 15-minute 
heard in a tavern. Who else but 
Milton Berle? He left his bride of 
a few hours at a nearby table, being 
‘coaxed’ to the mike by Granlund. 
The smoke-laden air bristled with 
fasties the rest of the way. Rudy 
Vallee also did a turn with the 
King’s Men and then brought on a 
protege, Victor Borg, a Danish comic 
who got over big by making sounds 
to indicate punctuation marks in the 


routines ever 


YACHT CLUB, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Nov. 25. 
Joe Frisco, Malo 3, Iris Wayne, 
Paul Allen, Magic Fliers, Shirley 
Heller, Don Roth Orch (8); $1.50-$2 
minimum. 








Joe Frisco’s over more than half 
of the heads at Little Jackie Heller’s 
Pittsburgh hot spot. It isn’t until 





reading of Shakespeare. 
NTG’s revue, this time called 
‘Stars Over Hollywood,’ is little dif- 





|man_ unit. 
in the billing. | WU@lity and rhythm to her voice and 


ferent from his others. Most of the | 
performers are those in the White- 
Dolly Mitchell has nice 


should be in the forefront ere long. 
She was severely handicapped by 
the room’s acoustics (Berle: ‘the 
p.a. is p.u.’) but the talent is un- 
mistakably there. Paul and Paulette 
are expert tumblers who must 
bounce around in the best tramp- 
oline set. Robinson Twins, boy and 
girl, fast workers on the hoof, epito- 
mize the best ballroom behavior of 
our younger set. 

In Granny’s lineup there’s still 
Sugar Giese fronting for the line, 
more youthful and better lookers 
than in earlier floor shows. Fred 
Scott booms the vocals and the 
others, Corinne and Tito Valdez, 
Yvonne De Carlo, Chiquita and 
Sylvia MacKaye run to dance 
specialties and are bound up in the | 
production numbers. NTG, as has 
been his custom for so many years, 
is all over the place with flip cracks 
and table repartee. 

There are a happy 10 weeks or 
more ahead for the Gardens. The 
name of Whiteman is still magic out 
here and the capacity of the site 
will be tested most of the time. 
Granny still has his drag, too, and 
that combination should spell big 
business well into next year. 

Helm. 


LA MARTINIQUE, N. Y. 


Imogene Coca, The DiGitanos (2), 
Merrie Vee Johnson, Carlos Ramirez. 
Line (8), Cy Walter and Herbert 
Curbelo’s bands; production con- 
ceived and staged by Nat Karson; 
$2.50-$3.50 minimums. 








Without peaches there evidently 
isn’t any cream in the night club 
racket any more. So Dario and Ver- 
non, with a plushed-up cellar on 
their hands that was slowly becom- 
ing tomb like, hired themselves Nat 
Karson, eight pretty gals and gave a 
costumer carte blanche on the bank- 
roll, It’s evident, however, that they 
just didn’t say to the costumer: 
‘Spend money!’ What they did Say | 
was: ‘Spend money, but artistically!’ | 
For they have more than merely fol- 
lowed the new-found old formula for 
girl shows. This one is pretty, smooth | 





played here than at the St. Regis’ La 
Maisonette where they just closed. | 
Estelita, personality looker, with a| 
dash of the Diosa Costello but a} 
softer personality, comes on with a 
striking strawhat number and her 
paprika song-and-dance. Thence the | 
dancers and Enya Gonzalez in se- 
quence. 

Per usual, Miles White’s costumes 
are not the least of the general ap- 
peal of this cafe frolic. 
and even the bosses are laughing at 
the prospect of Joe E. Lewis’ advent 
New Year’s eve. Abel. 


Florentine Gardens 
(HOLLYWOOD) 


Hollywood, Dec. 4. 

Niles T. Granlund, Fred _ Scott, 
Dolly Mitchell, Corinne & Tito, Val- 
dez, Yvonne De Carlo, Robinson 
Twins, Sugar Geise, Chiquita, Sylvia 
MacKaye, Paul & Paulette, Paul 
Whiteman’s Orch (17), line (22); 
$1-$1.25 admission. 





If a visitor out of this world had 
dropped into Florentine Gardens 
last Thursday night (4), oblivious 


of time but mindful of the ravages | 
of Mars, he may have deduced that | 


either New Year’s eve or the end 
of the war was being celebrated. 
Naturally, it was neither, but one 
glance at a suave, smiling figure 


standing in front of 17 caparisoned | without a mike and, despite the ter- | for 


musicians would at once have given 
him the reason for the wild demon- 
stration. 
welcoming back Paul Whiteman, 
one of the best loved figures of the 
show world. Never in the history 
of the home night crowd has a band 


leader received such reception. The | 


kid swing bands have come with a 
Tush since Whiteman last played in 
Cocoanut Grove five years ago, but 
with that opening night mob he is 
still the head man. 

Nils T. Granlund lavished all man- 
ner of praise but it remained for 
Hollywood's brightest stars to pay 
him homage. Such names as Gary 
Cooper, Mickey Rooney, Judy Gar- 
land, Milton Berle, Robert Taylor, 
Barbara Stanwyck, Damon Runyon, 
Rudy Vallee, Kay Kyser, Meredith 
Willson, just to name a few, stood 
and cheered the intro, his ‘Rhapsody’ 
themer being swallowed up in the 
tumultuous ovation that lasted a 
full three minutes. Throughout the 
evening sporadic outbursts occurred. 
All that Hollywood was trying to 
say was, ‘Pops, we love you.’ 

Such an hilarious evening was 
nade even more so by one of the 


| Know.’ 


Biz is good | 
i flattened by 


It was Hollywood's way of | 


and lavishly dressed, and if the en- 
tertainment isn’t quite 100%, it’s 
merely the fault of one weak act and 
one strong act with weak material. | 

The one brodie is registered by | 
Merrie Vee Johnson, a blonde looker | 
whose singing of ‘More Than You | 
Everything Happens to Me’ 
and a third number with a femme 


| quartet out of the line is hardly big- 


time. On the other hand, Imogene | 
Coca, a usually strong comedienne, is 
‘Pocahontas’ and ‘I| 

Bought a Parrot in San Domingo,’ | 
two poor specials, but really goes to | 
town with ‘Wrap Her Up in I. J.} 
Fox Furs,’ a satirical blast, and her 
|standby ‘Jim.’ Miss Coca is a hold- 
over from the last intime show here. 
Two applause socks in the show 
was Carlos Ramirez, the Colombian | 
operatic singer, and The DiGitanos, | 
fast-moving ballroom team, with the! 
blonde femme possibly the _ best 
dancer of her type now around, 
She’s a picture of grace and move-| 
|ment, plus an unusually strong per- | 
|sonality. Her partner is more acro- | 
|batic than Nijinsky, but his terrific | 
|spinning stunt for their finale helps | 
| greatly in overcoming some of his} 





learlier awkwardness. ov ; 
Ramirez, who has had considerable | te 


operatic experience in South Amer-| 
ica, is a romantic type, with a strong 
| but melodic vocal delivery. He sticks 
to Latin tunes all the way, departing 
for an encore into an aria from “The 
Barber of Seville. This he does 


rible acoustics of a cellar nitery, sells 
it powerfully. 

The line will probably be this 
spot’s mainstay. Well-trained and 
gorgeously costumed, they’re also all 
shapely lookers and can _ deliver 
specials, as best proved by the smart 
|patter of the opening tune that was 
written on the q. t. by Sylvia Fine 
(Mrs. Danny Kaye). Writer did the 
|number as a favor to the spot, which 
gave Kaye his first major nitery 
break in N. Y., prior to her going to 
Miami for a much-needed rest. 

In slipping into girl-show produc- 
tions, La Martinque enters the com- 
petition against the Copacabana, the 
Versailles, Hurricane, Beachcomber, 
|Commodore Hotel, et al., and appears 
lto have a good chance of winning 
|back its once excellent trade. 

Cy Walter, ace pianist, is now 
fronting the main band here and has 
himself a neat eight-piece combo. 
It’s especially good on the playing of 
the show and also okay for the fox- 
trot, one-step and waltz hoofery. Al- 
ternating band for the rhumbas is 
Herbert Curbelo’s crew, likewise 
satisfactory. Scho. 





near the finish of his act, when the 
guy goes into his old Frisco strut, 
derby cocked and the cigar stuck at 
the familiar angle, that he’s on the 
ringside level. Funniest piece of 
business Frisco has come up with in 


| years, that scene in a bookie shop, 


is almost a total loss around these 
parts, where horse-rooms are scat- 
tered and confined to a small per- 
centage of the population. In Holly- 
wood or Miami it’s a natural; in 
Pittsburgh it’s a mystery. 


Otherwise, .owever, Frisco gets 
over on his glibness and ready wit. 
His impression of a home-town 
singer on amateur night is something 
they know more about locally, but 
unfortunately it’s not up to the 
Frisco par except for some tomato- 
dodging pantomime at the close. 
Outside of the places where they’re 
strictly show-wise, Frisco’s reputa- 
tion is tied in with hoofing, since his 
impersonators have been legion 
everywhere for years, and on that 
score he’s not doing enough dancing 
in the hinterlands. They sort of ex- 
pect more of him, although his mono- 
log about Hollywood, films and pro- 
ducers is a natural anywhere. 


Rest of the show is geared more 
to native tastes. Magic Fliers, boy 
and girl, open with crack roller- 
skating act that winds up with girl 
sipping a glass of water through a 
straw while she’s being whirled 
around dizzily by her partner. It’s 
an okay flash. Iris Wayne is a 
clever little hoofer, equally agile in 
taps and control] stuff, and she man- 
ages the leg-twisting stuff without 
any loss of femme appeal. Gal was 
in Al Jolson show originally with 
three others in a tumbling turn, and 
is able to hold her own in fastest 
company as a single. Paul Allen is 
the singing m.c, handles the an- 
nouncements nicely and has a high, 
pleasant voice that does all right by 
the current pops. Could shade that 
tremolo in the upper registers slight- 
ly, however. For a close, layout has 
the Malo trio, two girls and a boy, 
starting out as a conventional ball- 
room trio, then going into the knock- 
about stuff and winding up with the 
dames in a semi-strip tease as they 
tear each other’s clothes off. Turn’s 
very funny in spots, but needs polish 
and a few more original comedy 
dance situations. 


Don Roth’s band is new here, fol- 
lowing Herman Middleman, who had 
been at Yacht Club for nearly two 
years. Outfit from midwest is 
catching on. Plays a lot of music 
for a small outfit, Roth’s expert 
squeeze-boxing giving it a lift, and 
they can turn on a Latin-Americaned 
rhythm with a flourish. Yacht Club 





| dancers are usually pretty tough to 


please, but floor’s crowded the min- 
ute Roth strikes up, so that’s the 
answer. Shirley Heller, Jackie’s kid 
sister, who also sang with Middle- 


man, is likewise doing the vocals | 


with Roth. Cohen. 


Stairway to Stars, S. F. | 





— | 


San Francisco, Nov. 28. | 

Rochelle Hudson, Dub Taylor, Tut 

Mace & Gary Leon, Gotham Girls 

(6), Ray Meyer Orch (6); $2 mini- 

mum (opening night $3, ‘Big Game’ 
night $4.40). 





Something always happens at the| 
Stairway, and tonight’s (28) reopen- | 
ing was no exception, 

Spot has been reorganized as a 
corporation by Joe Tenner, Assem- | 
blyman O’Day (his attorney) and 
Joe Ryan, who identifies himself 
only as the manager. Long rumored, 
relighting came suddenly, with | 

advance notice, but with| 
Rochelle Hudson as the draw, pulled 
a reported 423 persons for the early 
opening night show. 

The tastefully red-and-tan deco-| 
rated 450-seat room was about half- 
ful at second show caught. Skedded 
11:20, it went on about 12:40, | 
with Miss Hudson’s manager, Jack} 
Melvin, doubling as producer, sub- 
bing as m.c. and digging up fill-ins to | 
replace Dub Taylor, who was unable | 


to go on. Fact that Melvin, a Holly- 
wood press agent, was 
salvage anything out of the con- | 


| fusion rates some sort of a bow. 
| Gotham Girls (five instead of six 


| with Barry Wood. 


switch to a conga chain, generating 
some much-needed life. 

Miss Hudson then makes her ap- 
pearance and looks’ extremely 
charming in black and red. Works 
close to the mike in intimate ballad 
style, doing three songs, ‘Haven’t a 
Thing to Wear,’ ‘In Love Again’ and 
‘Humpty Dumpty Boy.’ Reportedly 
in for two weeks on guarantee and 
percentage. Line reappears for 
finale. 

Room itself is okay, and with 
proper management should succeed. 

Wern. 


PANTHER ROOM, CHI 


(HOTEL SHERMAN) 





Chicago, Dec. 4. 
Jack Teagarden Orch (16), Kitty 
Kallen, Walter Donahue, Carlton 
Emmy’s Dogs, 3 Jones Boys, Fash- 
ionettes (10). 





Jack Teagarden started with his 
own orchestra a couple of years 
ago, and after a few weeks of break- 
in he roared right into the local 
Blackhawk hotel. MHastily booked 
and as yet untried, the band 
ran into an immediate snag. Noth- 
ing sparked and the band seemed to 
be headed for oblivion. But there 
was a quality about the Teagarden 
band which kept it going. Today 
Teagarden is back in Chicago—and 
doing great. 


Teagarden’s own musicianship and 
ability are unquestioned; his position 
as a topflight trombonist is unassail- 
able. There is, besides, a sympathetic 
touch about him, a certain down-to- 
earth directness which the public 
likes. And with Teagarden in the Pan- 
ther Room, turning in an excellent job 
currently, business is excellent, and 
the audience reaction to the orches- 
tra more than encouraging. 


Kitty Kallen, singer with Tea- 
garden, is a good-looking gal with a 
easy style. Miss Kallen is one of the 
veterans with the orchestra. 

Panther Room boasts more of a 
show than usual currently. Walter 
Donahue is m.c., dancer and would- 
be comic. He has a fine, clean-cut 
straight dancing style, but doesn’t 
have the slightest notion of what 
comedy is. 

Carlton Emmy’s dog act, which has 
been in vaude for years, remains 
solid at all times, and clicked as well 
here as it ever did in a theatre. 

Three Jones Boys, colored trio, 
disappoint with comedy, but do well 
enough with their jive piano playing 
and yodeling. Their routine wears 
thin quickly, however. 


Room now has fashions of mild 
interest displayed by the line. Some 
of the girls are easy enough on the 
eyes to make it all right with the 
male contingent, but the strictly 
beach and pool wardrobe is not too 
absorbing for the femmes. Gold. 


MURRAY ROOM, N. Y. 


(HOTEL SHERATON) 














Ruth Lowe, Sair Lee, Donna Dae, 
|'Russ Black; no minimum or cover. 
| a 
| Ruth (‘T’ll Never Smile Again’) 
Lowe has chosen for her debut as 
nitery manager and cafe entertainer 
a room which is not too well located | 
in the Lexington avenue sector. It} 
might serve, however, with some re- 
furbishing and more tiptop im- 
promptu performers such as Jack 
Lawrence, who popped up at show 
caught, to sing a few of his own com- | 
positions such as ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter.’ | 

Donna Dae, comely _ songstress | 
from the Fred Waring band, is cur- | 
rently here, but appears only briefly | 
after midnight. She’s accompanied | 
by Russ Black, from the Four} 
Squires. Sair Lee (New Acts) plays | 
one of the two pianos in the room. | 
Miss Lowe limits herself to the piano. | 

New ballad written by Miss Lowe, | 
entitled ‘It’s Raining Memories,’ is 
introduced by Miss Lee. Girl also 


sings parody called ‘Gin.’ ‘Memories,’ | 


as yet unpublished, has possibilities. 
Victor has made a recording of it 
Movi. 


VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. | 


(HOTEL HOLLENDEN) 
Cleveland, Dec. 9. 
Joy Hodges, Howard Nichols, 
Arturo & Evelyn, Sammy Watkins’ 


able to} Orch. 





Whenever Sammy Watkins’ orches- 
tra returns to its old stamping 


opening night, reportedly because of | grounds after a periodic eastern tour, 
= ad ’ ds . - 
‘a mixup in costumes) opened with a| the Vogue Room unrolls the welcome 


‘Smoke Rings’ routine, puffing 
which Melvin intro- 
currently doing 


| slow 
iciggies, after 
|}duced Roscoe Ates, 


|mat and doesn’t have to worry about 
|empty tables. 
| Watkins has a stronger hotel pull 


la week at the Golden Gate. Filmster | here than any other local maestro, 


tore off part of his routine, plus a 
couple of blue song parodies, and 
|landed so solidly that a deal to keep 
him on was buzzing before the show 
ended. 


Following second line turn, Gary 
'Leon and Tut Mace take over. Ball- 
|room team is plenty smooth, dishing 
|a couple of neat routines after which 
‘femme half does an okay control 
number on one _ stem. 
'things off, team rhumbas, pulling 
customers from tables to dance with 
them and then pairing payees until 
floor is full. At this point they 


To polish 


| doing better than some out-of-town 
| talent, after 20 years in the business. 
Starting seventh return whirl at the 
Hollenden’s band-box room, where 
| orch hung up a record of 172 weeks, 
crew has a fresh lilt and decisive- 
|ness. Dance rhythms are nicely paced 
|too. As a violin-playing m. c. Wat- 
| kins’ work is quietly humorous but 
| the essence of brevity. 

For smart singing, Joy Hodges is 
| about the best canary the Vogue has 
|imported in last two semesters. 
\Warbler bowled over the case-hard- 
ened regulars first night with her 


chic Hollywood gowns and high» 
reaching soprano. Repertory seems 
rather limited, needing some neweF 
tunes, but her fine diction and clear 
voice give such old ballads as ‘Blue 
Heaven’ new meaning. She also 
negotiates sophisticated ditties 
brightly, scoring with ‘Jenny.’ 

Arturo and Evelyn have been seen 
here too often latejy, yet their ball- 
room terping is packed with enough 
vigorous action and acrobatic lift to 
make up for lack of personality. It’s 
high time for them to revamp their 
routine, which hasn’t varied much in 
two seasons, 


Howard Nichols supplies more vae- 
| riety in excellent juggling of silvered 
hoops, doing some amazing tricks 
considering low ceiling which cramps 
his style. Gino Martin, tenor in Wat- 
kins’ band, steps out with a couple of 
okay solos. Jean Marshall’s baby 
voice isn’t impressive enough for 

stroller but she’s a cute eyeful aoe 
okay as an accordionist. Pullen. 


MUSIC BOX, FRISCO 





San Francisco, Dec. 3. 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ revue with 
Shirley Deane, Harger & Maye, 
Jackson & Blackwell, Lili Marie, 
Tatara, Vivian Duncan, Line (10), 
Eddie Fitzpatrick Orch. (10); mini- 
mum $2, 





Importation of Ivan Fehnova, who 
in one week whipped up this revue, 
has considerably hypoed the enter- 
tainment in this nifty-looking room. 
Routining is still unconventional 
however, with alternate changes of 
pace making each act do a double 
selling job. Spot go tough break 
when a storm virtuaily rained out 
the new show’s opening last night 
(2), only a handful occupying tables. 

Proceedings are fast, with the 10- 
girl line on first in silver scanties for 
a turn involving considerable grind 
and bump. Harger and Maye, smooth 
dance team, occupy the deuce with 
two easy-flowing routines, the first 
based on a Chopin prelude. They’ve 
been here since the spot opened 
nearly two months ago and drew a 
hand on entry. 


Room is then darkened and spot 
picks out Vivian Duncan, in red, at 
the piano doing the B flat Concerto. 
Encores with ‘Remembering.’ 


Curtains on the upper stage next 
part, revealing a picture composed 
of the line in multi-colored feathers 
backgrounding Tatara, exotic dancer. 
All trot down stairs to the floor to 
the tune of ‘Tabu,’ line eventually 
departing while Tatara writhes solo. 
It’s a nifty production number. 

Offstage m.c. then intros Shirley 
Deane of fiJms, making her second 
nitery appearance. Fresh looking, 
green-gowned blonde spiels a nice 
verbal intro and then goes into a pop 
medley followed by ‘Old Playmate’ 
and ‘Lucky Fellow, Mr. Smith.’ Gal 
sells, and mob gave her an ovation 
which brought her back for another 
roundup of pops. Too much band 
was a handicap, although nothing 
that rehearsal can’t cure. Eddie 
| Fitzpatrick puts out okay dansapa- 
ition and follows the show rather 





|well. Jackson and Blackwell finish 
| with their smash knockabout terp- 
ing which starts as legit ballroom 


and develops into near mayhem. 
The week’s novelty is Lili Marie, 


appearing hourly in an extended 
strip. Apparently only connection 
‘Keep ’Em Flying’ billing has with 
show is fact that on her final appear- 
ance gal’s G-string takes the air. 
Wern. 


EAST VILLAGE, N. Y. 


(TAFT HOTEL) 


Kay 


cover. 


Parsons; no minimum ofr 





East Village, behind the large tap 
room in the Taft Hotel, is a very in- 
formal hangout. One just hangs his 
duds on a rack, orders a drink and 
listens to Kay Parsons, titian-haired 
songstress. Latter formerly ran the 
Parsons Show Boat up the Hudson 
and in more recent years appeared 
at some of the better known large- 
capacity niteries. 

Miss Parsons seemingly has a 
simple but effective formula for 
|holding a noisy audience. If the cus- 
ltomers talk loud she sings louder. 
| She knows how to hold a mob, 
|warms up a cold room and keeps 
everybody happy. She peddles corn, 
singing old favorites with object of 
|getting audience gegny sg Boy 
| participation, but it’s a good bran 
|of corn. For visiting firemen from 
\Iowa to Brooklyn and non-jitterbug 

youngsters to whom the compara- 
|tively low wine card and food tariff 
\is bound to be attractive, it’s a handy 
|spot to spead an evening. 

Miss Parsons has a repertoire for 
which the word ‘vast’ would scarcely 
|do justice. Self-accompanied at the 
piano, she’s ready to warble any one 
of 100 (count ’em) oldies including 
|such faves as ‘Band Played On,’ 
‘Harrigan,’ ‘Memories,’ ‘Blue Heaven,” 
‘Bubbles,’ ‘Melancoly Baby,’ etc. 

She has a pleasant voice admirably 
suited for this type of room and its 
'trade. That she can handle, newer 
|tunes was also demonstrated at show 
caught. Room, however, needs re- 
| decorating and should be billed out 
jfront. Currently, it’s open but two 
inights weekly, Friday and Saturday. 
Mori. 
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STATE, N. Y. 


Milt Britton Orch 
Tommy Rafferty, Evelyn 
Billy DeWolfe, Gertrude 
Diamond Bros. (5), 5 Jewels; 
Tonk’ (M-G). 


with Tito, 
Farney; 
Niesen, 


‘Honky 


(13) 


From first to last, it’s a fast. zippy 


walloping stage lineup here this 
week, opening with Five Jewels, 
femme jugglers, and closing with 


Milt Britton’s standard, zany aggre-! 
gation. Latter had the house in an 
uproar. 

In between are the Diamond 
Brothers, good; Gertrude Niesen, 
who tied up the house, finding it 
practically impossible to beg off, and 
Billy De Wolfe. who paniced ‘em 
with his mimicries. 

DeWolfe drew bellylaughs faster 
than they could be clocked. Imper- | 
sonation of a snooty male baliroom | 
hoofer in a swank nitery and bur- | 
lesque on a fan dancer are about his 
best. but he comes through with | 
plenty more sock takeoffs. The one | 
on chorus girls, another on a small- | 
time m.c., woman walking with and | 
without corset, etc., all went big. 

Britton’s musicians cashed in for | 
hefty response as usual. ‘Hellza- 
poppin’ type of funfare remains an 
immensely comical, surefire turn. 
With tke Britton band is Evelyn | 
Farney, clever flash tapper; Tito, | 


band accordionist-comedian, andj} 
Tommy Rafferty, one of the most 
active screwballs in the group. 


Nutty ‘Round the Mountain’ routine 
and scrap involving bull fiddle are 
but two standout bits in a constantly 
standard, though still uproarious, 
routine. 

With accent strongly on comedy 
this week, and paying off plenty in 
laughs, Diamond Bros., in the deuce 
spot, slso make a worthy contribu- 
tion though their opening patter is 
on the light side. Tumbling and acro 
hoofing are topnotch, however, and 
bits where stooges are worked in 
drew nifty returns. 

Miss Niesen first held them nicely 
‘Jim’ and a couple of other | 

| 
| 





tunes and then hit solidly with vari- 
ous versions of ‘Oh Johnny.’ That| 
clinched it and clamor for another | 
song couldn’t be stilled despite ex- 
cuses show was being held up. 

The Jewels handle rackets, hoops 
and dumbells with equal expertness | 
to fill opening nicely. 
, Biz strong when caught opening 
night (Thursday). Mori. 


TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas Cigy, Dee. 6. | 

Sally Rand, Paula & Jane, Ray! 

Vaughn, Zavattas (6), Lewis & Van, | 

Tom O’Neal, Betty Ann Johnson, | 

rd House Orch; ‘South of Tahiti’ 
(U). 





Tower keeps the ball rolling with 
Sally Rand back in the home town| 
for a headline appearance. Continues | 
the trend Manager Barney Joffee set | 
several weeks ago by bringing in| 
some of currently attractive vaude 
names at admission fee upped frorn | 
30c to 50c. Miss Rand’s name is 
helping and house will have a good, | 
if not sock, week. 

In keeping with higher scale bal-| 
ance of the bill strikes a lively pace! 
and the fifty minutes are well filled. | 


Paula DeMorrow and Jane Quinn 
step off with lively acrobatic tap 
routine Ray Vaughn, a repeater 
here from couple of seasons back, 
with his xylophone and racks of 
bottles from which he tinkles pop'| 
tunes, satisfied the customers. Zav- 
atta troupe, Spanish acros, follow 
with balancing and walking atop| 


ladders. 
performer 
standers and another of piling three 


Stunt of hanging trapeze | 
between two ladder-| 


inext to closing. 


| male member 


lor the audience down. Result is a 
}pace and motion which is tops In 
showmanship. 

In addition leader’s trumpet and 
tonsil work there are standout 
specialties from various members of 
the band. Gloria Van, band’s canary, 
turns in a neat performance. 

Mills Bros, is another act still re- 
membered and liked here Maybe 
that old-time wallop has grown a 
little weak in spots, but it is still a 
fine novelty vocal act suitable for 


jany stage. 


Chicago standard is rotund comed- 
ian Jack Leonard who is good stuff 
for the general audience with his 
running fire of gags and jokes. Leon- 
ard keeps pounding at all times, and 
the very number of gags he throws 
at an audience must result in a good 
many hits. They liked him here and 
he had to talk himself out of repeat- 
ing. Falls, Reading and Boyce are 
also standard with knockabout acro- 
batic dance. Well-routined and nicely 
costumed, the act is sold well 
makes the grade nicely. 

Business fine at the last show Fri- 
day (5). Gold. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Dec. 7. 
Jerry Cooper, Anthony, Allen & 
Hodge, Maysy & Brach, Criss Cross, 
Milt Herth Trio, Felice Iula House 
Orch; ‘The Men in Her Life’ (Col). 


—— 


Here’s a show that would have pro- 
vided a songplugger’s paradise back 
in the days when boys battled so 
hard for those vaude plugs. Almost 
all the acts in layout use pops of 
one type or another. Jerry Cooper 


| sings five, Criss Cross comes through 


with a few via his ventriloquism and 
Milt Herth and his instrumental trio 
revive some oldies. All in all it 
seems too much music, but the cus- 
tomers seemed to like it when 
caught. 


Cooper m.c.s straight opening the 
doings with a vocal of ‘I Was Born 
With Music’ and holding down a slot 
for the rest of his singing repertoire 
Setup starts with 
Maysy and Brach, mixed unicycle 
duo 
some multiple hoop spinning by 
which makes for a 
solid closing trick. 

Criss Cross, deuce, is a ventrilo- 
quist who doesn’t use a dummy that 
looks like Charlie McCarthy and 
who doesn’t even give the impression 
that there is a guy named Bergen 
also doing double talk. Cross’s doll 
is rigged up as a cowhand and ma- 
terial is in keeping. Impressions 


|} are okay and added business with a 


tiny. radium-lit doll doing a vocal 
of ‘My Man’ is a decided clickeroo. 
Encore bit introduces some marionet 
manipulation which adds stature to 
the turn. Cross has plenty on the 
ball and can hold his own with the 
best of them. 

Anthony, Allen and Hodge follow 
with their adagio travesty which 


and the usual stuff. Makes for a 
pleasing short interlude and _ sets 
matters for Cooper, who sells solid 
vocals of ‘Tonight We Love.’ ‘World 
on Fire,’ ‘Intermezzo,’ ‘Beguine’ and 
‘Kiss Boys Good Bye.’ Stubholders 
forced him to beg off. 

Milt Herth and his trio closes. and 
following the music directly 
manages to seore to big returns 
After a swingy opening. organ, piano 


ahead, 


and drum, stick to recorded versions 
of ‘Whistler and His Dog.’ ‘Dark 
Eves.’ in contrsting tempos. and 
‘Sheik of Araby.’ It’s straight trio 


tuff throughout without the solo in- 
terludes 
Biz fine. Burm. 


ADAMS, NEWARK 





and | 


\than the average Negro outfit. It 





| melody as a member of Benny Good- 


in fast routine highlighted by | 


i*Tonight We 
employs a breakaway pair of pants | 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 


Lionel Hampton Orch (16) with 
Rubel Blakely; Tip, Tap & Toe, Max- 
ine Sullivan, Harris & Howell (3); 
‘Sing for Your Supper’ (Col). 


There’s been a lot of favorable | 
trade talk about Lionel Hamptons 
new band, particularly since its last | 
week's date at the Apollo theatre, | 
New York. On the strength of what) 
the combo showed on this four-day | 
Strand booking, all the comment is 
justified. Hampton is leading a} 
group of five sax, Six evently split 
brass and four rhythm that packs a} 
smart musical wallop and has the | 
added advantage of sock showman: | 
ship up front in Hampton himself, | 
whose vibe and drum work is sold | 
adeptly, wildly, yet with solid appeal | 
for almost all age ranges. 

This Hampton crew is colored in 
style, without any readily identifiable 
marks as yet outside of the leader's 
vibes, but from its work here behind 
acts it seems a more pliable setup 


boasts a clean, smoothly voiced sax 
team, a major requisite for quieter 
‘rhythms, solid brass with neat tone 
quality and, over all, a steady, solid 
beat that never override’ the rest 
of the combo. Lack of the latter is e | 


failing of too many jive crews, | 
especially colored. 
In playing this show Hampton 


made two mistakes, however, which 
lessened audience response. Not 
once did he break through with a 
strictly rhythmic number to really 
warm up the pew-holders. And the 
latter were setups for such a tune; 
ithat was apparent during an un- 
| billed, familiar number that began as 
a slow vibe solo and picked up mid- 
|way to a rhythmic beat. House 
could be felt coming alive, but before 
/it got really started the pace was 
| dropped again. Again, in ‘Flying 
| Home,’ there was an opportunity to 
lift the roof, but it was kicked off too 
fast. As it was, it showed as a crack 





piece. When Hampton played the 


man’s band most of its impact was 
in its rhythmic punch. 

An arrangement that helped a lot 
and drew strong reaction, however, | 


was one in which Hampton used a|and Lois get off to a flying start with 


| 
drum down front, answered by the 


drum in the band. 
a click solo by the latter. 


It’s one of 


It worked up to/| tapping on elevated platforms. 


and-ahs from the femme contingent 
with his robust yodeling of di ties 
like ‘Following the Sun Around —_ 
Sister and I,’ ‘One Alone,’ and 00 

for the Silver Lining’ among others. 
The gals wanted more and Boles 
obliged with ‘Waiting At the Gate 
for Katie,’ with the audience chiming 


n, 

Marty Bohn, product of Philly 
niteries and a graduate of the burley 
field, uncorks a clever routine of 
gags and imitations. It’s his first 
bigtime vaude turn in these parts 
and, with a little fresher material, 
he'd be plenty clicko. Among his 
best takeoffs are those of Fiorello 
LaGuardia (whom he resembles); 
Mussolini, Joe Penner, Popeye and 
a Mexican President, 

Six Honeys—three guys and a trio 
of gals, have a tricky acrobatic dance 
act. The gals are surprisingly 
powerful, carrying the load most 
of the wer 

House Friday afternoon almost ca- 
pacity. Shal. 





Paramount, New Haven 


New Haven, Dec. 6. 
Bill Robinson, Jimmie Lunceford 
Orch (15), with Dan Grissom and 
Jimmie Crawford; Miller Bros. and 
Lois (3), Velma Middleton, Eddie 
Wittstein House Orch (10); ‘Glamour 
Boy’ (Par). 


Flesh came back to the Paramount 
with a bang-—albeit briefly. First 
week of live talent in ages brought in 
a good show that went over nicely 
with the fans and ticked off some op- 
timistic figures for the weekend. 


Reception given Lunceford on 
opening curtain indicates customers 
hereabouts know and like him. Band 
numbers throughout hour-long show 
please, with oldtime and modern 
tunes being sagely shuffled. Fea- 
tured with the crew are Dan Gris- 
som, who vocals ‘This Love of Mine’ 
aad ‘Peace and Love for All.’ Also 
given a spotlight is Jimmie Craw- 
ford, who steps things with a drum 
routine. ‘Blues in the Night,’ with a 
sax solo by Willie Smith, plus glee 
club arrangement, is a new number 
recently added, which is clicko. 

On the vaude end, Miller Bros. 


a whirlwind dance act that includes 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Archie 
Sara Ann 





Robbins, Harold Barnes, 

McCabe, Lucille Page, 
a May, Gae Foster mixed en- 
semble (36), Paul Ash's House Orch; 
‘Rise and Shine’ (20th), reviewed in 
‘Variety,’ Nov. 19. 


Roxy currently is getting away 
with the hazardous booking of 4 
bill composed entirely of single acts, 
Savior is Gae Foster's mixed en- 
semble of 24 girls and 12 boys, who 
surround and interpolate the per« 
formers sufficiently to complete th 
aura of a production. It’s the ola 
story of ‘spread out, boys, and make 
it look big.’ 

Also to the show’s credit is the 
fact that the singles are all clicko. 
Harold Barnes’ tight-wire walking 
(New Acts) is an early hig‘)-scorer; 
Sara Ann McCabe, siandard singer 
in the operetta motif, whammed 
opening night with a so-so spiritual, 
a medley of Rudolf Friml tunes and 
finally ‘Things I Love.’ 


Lucille Page, still plenty good, is 
backed by the male ensemble for a 
conga-acrobatic routine and then 
solos it with her standard double- 
jointed dancing, all adding up to 
heavy applause. Closing single is 
Bobby May, the juggler, who has’a 
wealth of good tricks with the indian 
clubs, rubber balls and cigar and top- 
hat, but is overdoing it here. His 
turn could be trimmed, despite the 
fact that the customers gave him a 
hearty reception in face of all that 
milking. 

Fifth single in the show is Archie 
Robbins, playing stock here as m.c. 
and general all-around funster. His 
material is a little better this week 
and he has the talent to put it over. 
His interpretation of how different 
types of girls would sing ‘Jim’ is his 
high laugh scorer. 

Line has its best inning with the 
‘collegiate rally’ closing, part of 
which appears patterned after the 
‘Woonsocky’ routine in ‘Best Foot 
i pease the George Abbott musi- 
cal. 

Biz was pretty good for the last 
show Friday (5). Scho. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 





They 


rate, and get, a nice hand. Velma 


the best excuses for a drum solo ever | Middleton warbles to good returns, | 


devised. Another good arrangement | then 
surrounds a trombone solo by Sonny | avoirdupois 
High | that includes a split—no mean trick 


Graven titled ‘Mushmouth.’ 
point in the entire layout comes at 
the finale, however, 
takes over the drum setup for an 
exhibition of trick beating that’s 
plenty flashy, yet with a definite pat- 
tern that few, if any, skin beater 
could equal. Guy’s just as much of 
a whiz on skins as he is on vibes, and 
lightning fast. 

Rubel Blakely, singer, exhibits fair | 
pipes in interpreting ‘You and I and 
Love.’ Background 
during the latter seemed a bit over- 
|done. It intruded on his work. 


Tip, Tap and Toe, familiar dance 





act and one of the best of its type | O'Neill Line (12). House Orch 
‘The Gay Falcon’ (RKO). 


available, was first of outside turns 
and wound up with the best audi- 
ence response. Unison and challenge 
work aboard their oval platform 
was in its usually slick, perfectly ex- 
ecuted groove. 
went over solidly 


| 


with ‘Nice Work 


If You Can Get It,’ ‘Jim,’ ‘Loch 
Lomond’ and ‘St. Louis Blues,’ get- 
ting neat backgrounding from the 
band. She didn’t excite this audi- 
ence. 

Harris and Howell, comedy pair, 


picked up solid bellylaughs with gags 
}to open, then one got going on an 


easy, well-done vocal of ‘You and I) 


when Hampton | Bojangles 


| palm of his hand. 


| Co. 


| ‘ers 
Maxine Sullivan also Rogers. 


|track riding 


accompanied by his own uke strum- | 


ning. ‘Indian Love Call,’ 
from strings, and a violin solo also sold 
well. 
tapster, on for a short routine. He 
was okay. Wood, 


EARLE, PHILLY 


| ——__ 





| 

| 
high atop single ladder went big. | 

Lewis and Van, twosome, con- Rae alee ee 

tribute reputable tapping with minia- Newark, N. J., Dec. 5. 
ture stairs as their piece de resist-| , Tommy Tucker’s Orch (13) with 
ance, maintaining nicely the pace | Amy Arnell, Kirwin Somerville, Don | 
established in early half of show.| B7own; Eddie White, Kidoodlers (4), | 
Preceding is Betty Lou Johnson,|OQlsen & Shirley; ‘Private Nurse’ 
singer of ‘Gianina Mia, rather mild, | ‘ReP). 
Tom O’Neal, m.c., nas a brief story | 
sequence before he gets to the im-| While there is nothing terrific | 


portant business of bringing on Miss 
Rand. She’s doing both the ostrich- 
plume fan dance and the later bubble 
dance. 

Since it’s a home town appearance, 
Miss Rand returns front stage for a 
curtain speech but uses opportunity | 
only to get off a bit of risque chatter. 


Quin, 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, Dec. 6 





Johnny ‘Scat’? Davis Orch (14) | 
with Gloria Van, Mills. Bros. (5). 
Jack Leonard, Falls, Reading &| 


Boyce; ‘Married Bachelor’ 

Show is composed of people who | 
have played here time and time 
again and are known and liked by 
Chicago customers. They are stand- 
ard entertainers who can invariably 
be counted upon to deliver. 

Davis has been around these parts 
for years, dating back to the Fred 
Waring days. Now back again with 
his own orchestra, he continues to 
do a bang-up job for any house. He 
remains one of the most exuberant of 
all band leaders. Davis works hard 
at all times, never letting himself 


(M-G). | 





about the Adams’ current bill, act: 
are smooth and refreshing. As in 
other recent vaude programs at this 


| theatre, emphasis is on music, latter 


being supplemented by a nice mix- 
ure of dancing and gagging. 
Tommy Tucker’s band, active 

throughout the program, delivers its 


jtunes with a bounce that caught en- 
| thusiastic 
| Olsen 
}combine an 


response 
and_ Shirley, 


from audience. 
acro-dancers, 
attractive youthfulness 


| with some neat dance tricks. 
utilizing kiddy | 


he Kidoodlers, 
musical instruments, 
socko versatijity. 
cializes in gags and, at show caught, 
he had everybody roaring. The buy 
even puts over the old ones. A 
Don Brown, with the band, sings 


demonstrate 


‘This Love of Mine’ and ‘Apple! 
| Blossom Time’ neatly. Crowd went 
‘for him big. Second male band 


singer, Kirwin Somerville, specializes 
in humorous tunes; he’s also okay. 


| Amy Arnell is bill's only femme | 


Singer, Possessing a soft, restrained 
| Voice, gal gets over ‘World on Fire’ 
and “You Made Me Love You,’ neatly 
_assisted by good spotlighting. 

| Program, which takes 65 minutes, 
|played to okay biz Friday night 
| (5). Jaff. 


Eddie White spe- | 


Philadelphia, Dec. § 
Shep Fields Orch with Ken Curtis, 


‘Blues in the Night’ (WB). 

Shep Fields brings his new brass- 
less band to town this sesh, and, if 
nothing else, proves 
make swell music without a trumpet 
or a trombone. Fields and his erst- 
while rippling rhythmers are partial 
to the saxophone—there are nine of | 
"em in the band, and the stuff they | 


plucked | 


puts her 200-odd 
through 


pounds of! 
some stepping 


for a femme Man Mountain Dean. | 
closes the show with a} 
feast of gagging and tapping that has | 
the seat-holders with him from be-}| 
ginning to en&. Sepian Bill still has | 
what it takes to hold ’em in the 
Bone. 


~- | 
| 
| 





GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Dec. 3. | 
Doodles Weaver, Bobby Whaling & 
(2), Buddy Rogers, Linda Ware, 
Vivian Fay & Robert Bell, Peggy 
(13); 


Charley Kaley, house m.c., lays off 


|this week to make way for Buddy | 


Greek-chorus_ intro by | 
house line following opening routine 
brings him on to trombone his way 
through ‘Dark Eyes’ with the band. 

Rogers in turn ushers in Bobby 
Whaling, tramp in tails with a break- 
way bike who doubles into some fast 
and builds to a high 
unicycle. Fear-of-falling routine on 
giraffe wheel grabbed a flock of 
laughs and a few gasps. For a finish 
he parks a femme partner on his 
shoulders. 


Doodles Weaver, in what can be 


Third ber billed. j | considered the deuce, is a chap who} 
ird memoper, unobiliea, is a jis going to work his way up. 


An in- 
significant, yokelish-looking lad, he 
unforks some fresh  patter-with- 
doodles, working at both mike and 
plano with trick props. Sometimes 
slurs diction too much but packs so 
much into his chuckle marathon that 
mob at show caught interrupted in 


| the middle to give him a hand. For 
'a finish he does a slowmotion base- 
John Boles, Marty Bohn, Six Honeys; | 


; Which 


dish out goes easy on the ears. | 


Saxophonists also double on the 


of variety when the boy. 
neo-classical 


like Brahms’ Hungarian Dance No. 5 


| in swing style, Tschaikowsky’s Con- | w 


flute and clarinets so there’s no lack | clic 


. oys ride the | pace to whack out some scrubwoman 
eam with numbers! boogie on the ivories for 


certo in B-Flat Minor with Ken Cur- | 


tis vocalling, and “The Lost Chord.’ 


| There’s even’a lilting little piccolo! messed up the final punch but re- 


| number titled ‘Picoletto.’ To show he’s 
not gone entirely longhair, maestro 
| also offers ‘Begin the Beguine’ and a 
medley finale of lowdowners includ- 
ing ‘Dipsy Doodle, “Tuxedo Junc- 
tion, ‘Rhumboogie’ and ‘Chattanooga 
Choo-Choo.’ The entire layout plus 
Ken Curtis’ excellent warbling got a 
huge hand from the mob down front. 

Holding down the next-to-closing 
slot is John Boles, who brings oohs- 





that you can | the boy in blue tights with red sash 


|and lapels, pair ‘Intermezzo’ a part | 


ball-batter which is a howl. 

Rogers returns for a trumpet both 
followed by the line in a ballet turn 
segues into Vivian Fay and 
Robert Bell. With gal in silver grey, 


ballet ballroom number. ‘Encored 
with a faster routine full of ballet 
kicks, leaps and spins. Got over | 
satisfactorily. 

Linda Ware moves into the feature 
spot, opening with a mild version of ! 
‘Tonight We Love,’ seconded by a 
ko job of ‘Sweethearts.’ Changes 


okay re- 
Starlet and Rogers encore 
ith a singing dialog woven from 
pops which is neat but long. Rogers 
broke himself up at show caught and 


turns. 


covered sufficiently for the pair to 
collect hearty returns. Miss Ware 
polishes off with a short novelty, ‘I 
Said No,’ making a nice bow-off. 
Torrid jive sesh tabbed ‘Man Who 
Comes Around’ has Rogers climbing 
through the band, working out on 
trumpet, bass, drums, piano, clarinet, 
trombone and accordion for a hot 
finale. Weather cold but biz okay 
when caught. Wern. 





|} with three of its own specials 


(NEWSREELS) 
Campaign in Libya and defense 
preparations at home top new biil 
here, with Paramount leading way 
in number of significant stories and 
manner of handling. Pathe also 
makes a strong showing while Uni- 
versal hogs the greatest of so-called 
freak items. News of Day’s exciting 
version of the latest British attack on 
Axis troops in Libya leads off. Pan- 
American spirit is stressed by Par- 
amount’s clips on Brazil, including 
new ‘West Point’ for the Brazilian 
army. 

Embassy has heightened its lineup 
Ralph 
Ingersoll, editor of PM, offers his 
second exclusive for the house. He 
claims that Hitler is a threat to U.S., 
basing this on his own observations 


| and conclusions after a junket around 


the world 
Subject 


and to key 


suffers because 


battlefronts. 
he’s not a 


particularly convincing screen 
speaker. 

H. V. Kaltenborn’s editing of the 
news is a sturdy new feature done 
especially for the Embassy. He an- 
swers three questions submitted by 
theatre patrons weekly, this week on 
how well the Pacific is prepared, on 
anti-strike legislation and what 
| finally will defeat Hitler. Familiar 
radio voice is just as impressive and 
authoritative on the screen. Looks 
like a fine addition. Other, of course, 


is Tex McCrary, who orates on Free 
France, stressing how much Charles 
de Gaulle means to the free French- 
men, 

Payamount hits the gong with its 
smart coverage of Swede Larsen’s 
farewell as Navy grid coach at An- 
napolis. After the Army game dress- 
ing room scenes and his departure 


| from the academy are excellent bits 


of newsreel business, with Bill Slater, 
Par’s sports editor, cleaning up on 
narration. Pathe has a novel clip 
on how soldiers are entertained in a 
Pacific coast community. 

shows’ Roosevelt at 
and hurrying to D. C 


Universal 
Warm Springs 


| because of unfavorable turn in Jap- 


anese develonment: Par has a ter- 
rifically appealing item on the Red 
Cross roll call drive, with Bing 
Crosby singing ‘Angels of Mercy,’ by 
Irving Berlin, both getting screen 
credits. Tune is doubly effective as 
offered with suecinet scenes of or- 
ganization’s work. Universal handles 
the Aussies in Malaya while Movie- 
tone has a Singapore shot. 

Click comedy clip by Par on ‘La- 
dies Night’ at the Boys Club of N. Y. 
is made a natural by deft narration. 
Movietone shows styles for skiers. 


} News of Day has several outstand- 
ing All-America football scoring 
plays that are marvels of slick pho- 
tography, aided by Bill Stern’s fine 
spieling. Par treats the opening of 
St. John’s church, America’s greatest 
cathedral, in dignified manner and 
sweeping scope. Same reel makes 
something of army _parachutists 
training and Roosevelt’s speech on 
Bill of Rights anniversary. ‘Sage- 
brush and Silver’ (20th) completes 
program. Wear. 
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~~ STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 6, 
Johnny Long Orch (14), 3 Stooges, 
Phil Regan, Berry Bros. (3), Helen 
Young, Bob Housto; ‘Unholy Part- 
ners’ (M-G). 








Practically Homecoming Week at 
the WB deluxer. Johnny Long got 
his first big break in Pittsburgh at 
William Penn Hotel, going from here 
to New York. His band was at 
Stanley often enough to call it home 
and same goes for 3 Stooges. Only 
Berry Brothers are outsiders, and 
judging from the way crack colored 
hoofers go over, they’re already 
adopted. 

Lay-out adds up to an okay show 
all the way ‘round. Long’s band has 
developed a lot since leaving here 
two years ago. His music has 
achieved a lush, satiny quality; better 
arrangements have brought out the 
latent possibilities and whole outfit, 


Long included, behaves with the 
poise and assurance that success 
brings. At the William Penn’s 


Chatterbox here, it was just a good 
journeyman college boy orch. Now 
it sounds and looks like the real 
thing. 

Long is a personable lad himself, 
plays fiddle with left hand, and has 
in Helen Young and Bob Houston a 
couple of vocalists who are decidedly 
assets. Gal has looks and pipes; 
Houston is ditto excepvt that he can 
acquire a bit more grace. Coming 
on from the wings his walk is un- 
gainly. He gives ’em ‘This Love of 
Mine,” ‘I Surrender, Dear’ and 
‘Shepherd Serenade,’ all very good. 
Long band is primarily a sweet out- 
fit and he gets some stunning tones 
out of those meg-covered reeds and 
the muted brass. 

Following couple of band numbers 
and two or three songs by Miss 
Young, show sizzles into a ball of 
fire with entrance of Berry Brothers, 
colored lads featured recently in the 
M-G picture, ‘Lady Be Good.’ Thev’re 
sensational with whirlwind splits, 
taps and boogie ballet and had to 
come back at least four times in 
middle of Long’s subsequent band 
number before mob would let ’em 
get away. Begged off on account of 
complete exhaustion. 

Long’s corking arrangement of 
‘Shantytown’ precedes Regan, who 
is launching his annual p.a. here. 
Former Brooklyn cop is in fine voice, 
as usual. Gets the customers on his 
side with a wide Irish smile and a 
few asides. and then shoots over 
‘Let’s Be Buddies.’ ‘Nicht and Day,’ 
*You and I’ and ‘Don’t Want to Set, 
etc.” Encores with an original tune 
written by his accompanist, Jimmy 
Rule, which sounds promising and 
winds up with the inevitable ‘Wild 
Trish Rose.’ 

Next-to-closing are the 3 Stooges, 
with their familiar and apparently 
still very marketable mavhem. Some 
of their stuff is still on the blue side, 
but that’s the Stooges and anything 
else from them wouldn't be in char- 


acter. Went over big again, al- 
though not quite as big as usual. in- 
dicating that something new added 
to their standard material might not 
hurt. 

Biz big at getaway and _ strong 
week looked for in view of series of 
marquee draws. Cohen. 


MICHIGAN, DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 6 
Erskine Hawkins Orch (16), 4 Ink 


Spots, Moke & Poke, Red & Curley, | 


Ida 
Parrish, 
(12); 

(RKO). 


Billy Mitchell, Avery 
Brestoff House Orch 
Who's Laughing’ 


James, 
Phil 
‘Looks 


Coupling two colored outfits which 
have plenty of pull as solos, the 
Michigan is following up its initia- 


tion of vaudeville here last week || 


bandsmen. Final orchestra emphasis 
comes with Avery Parrish, the pian- 
ist, contributing a fascinating ‘After 
Dark’. 

Following Moke and Poke, Ink 
Spots take over the last portion of 
the bill, being even smoother than 
their last time here although using 
some of the same numbers. With 
the house in a fine mood, they went 
for four encores, their numbers run- 
ning through ‘Java Jive,’ ‘Do I 
Worry,’ ‘Keep Cool, Fool,’ ‘World on 
Fire’ and ‘Didn’t Care.’ They finally 
had to beg off by going into ‘Tuxedo 
Junction,’ a blend into the band 
which took them all off. Crowds 
were standing in the lobby at the 
early evening show Saturday (6) 
when caught. Pool. 


NATIONAL, L’VILLE 


Louisville, Dec. 4. 
‘Gay 90's’, with Tommy Hanlon, 
Nellie Clark, Al De Clercq, Allan 
Sher, Petti, Lester, Dowling & Davis; 
Exotiques, House Line (15), Jimmy 
Ainscough’s Orch; ‘Desperate Cargo’ 
(PRC). > 








This is final show of the current 
run, house advertising that players 
will take a »>st until Christmas Day. 
House goes dark Dec. 10 and re- 
hearsals resume Dec. 18 after re- 
vamp of the house sound system and 
necessary improvements in seating, 
etc. 

Motif this week is ‘Gay 90's,’ with 
one set depicting an old time va- 
riety theatre. Idea is good, and acts 
on the bill likewise are costumed to 
fit the Gay Ninéties idea. Show gets 


for a Can-Can, then going into the 
old familiar ‘Ta Ra Ra Boom De Ay’ 
and ‘You're Naughty.’ Followed by 
an old time cinema scene, players 
enacting ‘The Eternal Triangle,’ as 
this scene would appear when run 
through a primitive projection ma- 
chine. Plenty funny, and the au- 
dience liked it. 

Sock number was the ‘Boomps-a- 
Daisy,” with Allan Sher, comic, in- 
viting the audience on the stage to 
do the ‘bumps’ with the chorus 
gals. Got a tremendous hand at 
finish. Plenty of volunteers among 
the males, but when the m.c. called 
on the femmes from, the audience 
to come up and participate, response 
was light. ; 

Petti and Lester, mixed-combo, 
were on with a row of musical 
bottles. Man wore a_handle-bar 
mustache and _ bartender’s outfit 
while femme played the accordion. 
Off to a big hand with his playing 
of ‘Bells of St. Mary’s,’ followed by 
the more pretentious ‘Second Hun- 





garian Rhapsody.’ 

Dowling and Davis, dancers, fit 
into things ideally, with their Gay 
Nineties getup. Snappy stepping, 
reminiscent ef an old time vaude 
turn, was good. When they returned 
for a second number, male with 





dead pan expression and loose- 
jointed style, and girl wearing shell 
glasses, hollow-chested, half-dead 
appearance, response was hefty. 
Resident company contributed sev- 
eral funny scenes. ‘Flora Dora 


| Era’ ‘Outside the Law’ ‘Olden Love 


Days,” ‘Remember the Bowery,’ 
‘Sextette from Lucia,’ ala Gay 90's, 
and finale ‘Gay 90 Salute to 1941, 


were all in keeping with the 
theme. Players came through 1n | 
capable. style, appropriately cos- 
tumed, femmes with bustles and 
Merry Widow hats, and boys in 
dated suits and mustaches. Sex- 
tette from Lucia was standout laugh- 
getter. 


At first show Thursday night (4) 
house was about two-thirds full. 
Hold. 





{ 
i Continued from pase 3 








with, second show that is TINEIME| povties were afraid they woul 
Erskine Hawkins’ — band, blowing i'shortly have to release the more 


them hot and sometimes sweet, or| than a dozen features and newsreels 


the Ink Spots, doing it jive or syrupy, |in their possession. 


That’s all over 


moves ahead in favor, but it doesn’t! now, however, with the Espionage 
matter, for there’s a nice merging of | Act and other laws which war auto- 


talent in the entire colored 
What come out pleases both the gal- 
lery and downstairs, also the jitter 
crowd and the elders. 


In distribution of the type of | 
music, Hawkins’ crew takes care of} 
most of the jumpin’ music, with the|the country 


Ink Spots doing the sweet rhythms. 


Oddity on the bill is tossing in two | 
song-and-dance pairs like Red and} 


Curley and Moke and Poke, not 
widely separated in appearance, but 
they got away from too much simi- 
larity with the former’s drum-and- 
taps turn while Moke and Poke, one 
turning to femme getup, burlesquing 
the jitterbugs. Working smoother and 
without overdoing it, Moke and Poke 
was in front in augience apprecia- 
tion, 

Although it’s a recent recording of 
the Ink Spots, the band uses ‘Some- 
one’s Rocking My Dreamboat’ for a 
smooth number early, with Billy 
Mitchell putting his baritone to the 
lyrics. Following Red and Curley 
beating it out by drum and afoot, Ida 
James, singing with some of that 
babyish quality of Bonnie Baker, 
coes ‘Beau Night in Hotchkiss Cor- 


ners,’ ‘This Love of Mine,’ ‘Let’s Fall | aytienpesellschatt 
‘n Love,’ with slick accompaniment. | > analy oa yuneoreagraly 


Yawkins band takes ‘St. Louis | 
‘lues’ pretty far from the beaten 
ith, spotting it to show off its 


show. | 


|matically puts into effect giving 
|U. S. plenty of legal basis for con- 
| fiseating alleged propaganda films, 
German Pix B.O. 

or so theatres throughout 


which regularly play 
| German-language pix are also ex- 
pected to be forced to shutter or 
change policy. Biz with them, as 
with UFA, has been very bad re- 
cently because of lack of fresh prod- 
uct. They've been playing reissues 
up to 10 years old. 

Nitze, always mild-mannered and 
exceedingly cooperative with 
American press)in his endeavor to 
prove he was jubt an ordinary busi- 
nessman and not a propagandist or 
Fifth Columnist, came to this coun- 
try to head UFA two years after it 
was organized in 1924. UFA is a 
New York corporation and Nitze al- 
ways maintained that its only tieup 


Dozen 





which it distributed films made by 
German UFA — Universum - Film 
American UFA 
also had pacts to distribute films of 
other German makers, Tobis, 
varia and Terra, in the U.S 


off to a rousing start with line on- 


Arrest Nitze |) 


the | 





| talented 
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MAINSTREET, K. C. 


Kansas City, Dec. 6. 
Jackie Green, Loie Bridge, Red- 
dingtons (3), 
Quartet, Charley & Dottie, Mary 
Graham Minor Girls (16), Beef Trust 
Girls (6), Eddie Schulz House Orch, 
Gene Moore; ‘Strange Alibi’ 








Though the Mainstreet has been in name, h 


operation only five weeks, this hour 
makes it old home week with a mix- 
ture of nostalgia, memories 


time favorite of local stock and 
vaude, headlines the Will Harris 
production of ‘Grandmother's Fol- 


lies’ with the Barber Shop four and | 


six beef trust hefties recruited local- 
ly. All bets are off in tagging this 
one in the class of standard stage 
presentations, but combination of 
standard vaude_ turns 


and Dottie with local turns and house 
regulars comes ofi as good audience 
entertainment. 

Green holds over from last week 


to retain the job of coordinating the | sonality, 
show as m.c. besides contributing his | 


album of singing impressions of stars 
of yesteryear, Show gets a running 
start toward the gas-light mood with 
Green leading the audience sing-song 
to accompaniment of Gene Moore at 
the organ. Entire company holds a 
street parade in the aisles before tak- 
ing to the stage and completing the 
opening flash with a can-cam from 
the line. 

Dick McVey, Bert Phelps, Ben 
Franklin, Russ Hogan as the K. C. 
réps of’ the’ Av -S*' P.-B.'S"Q.°S-"2 
(American Society for Preservation 
of Barber Shop Quartet Singing in 
America), get going on old time har- 
mony bringing on Green for ‘Old 
Grey Bonnet.’ Singing is okay and 
little more stage presence is all these 
boys need. Beefy hefties doing 
‘Strawberry Blonde’ waltz is strictly 
lightweight corn. 

Miss Bridge takes her solo bit of 
singing, monologue, jigging and 
clowning over the old days before 
bantering with Green and fronting 
the line’s Floradora number. In the 
realm of corn Miss Bridge’s rustic 
rube impression takes well with the 
paying patrons. Reddingtons have a 
brief turn at jogging the trampoline 
and exhibit a neat number as June 
Reddington does her quota of front 
and back flips. Green closes with 
imitations of Eddie Leonard, Eddie 
Foy, Gus Edwards, Walter Winchell, 
Eddie Cantor and Al Jolson. Terp 
team of Charley and Dottie joined 
show Saturday. 

Corn husking and general nostalgia 
will keep the b.o. in its adopted light 


vein. ‘“ Quin. 


KEITH’S, BOSTON 


Boston, Dec. 5. 





Cab Calloway Orch (16), Anise & | 


Aland, Honi Cole, Caboliers (4), Six 
Cab Jivers, Paul, Slim & Eddie, 12 
Dizzy Feet (6); ‘A Date With the 
Falcon’ (RKO). 


Cab Calloway brings in the biggest 


;company (33) and presehts the best 


show in his series of perennial visits 
to the Hub. Formula is a repeat of 


solid last year, plus some acts new to 


his unit. 3rand new addition here 
is Honi Cole registering with sweet 
rippling taps. 

Another applausible addition to the 


company are Caboliers, capable male 
vocal quartet who have been clicking 
on Calloway recordings lately. Ac- 
companying band leader in 
‘Blues in the Night.’ one of the best 
numbers in the show, and ‘See a 
Million People,’ a fast-selling 
the combo goes big. 
Paul, Slim and 
hoofers, take the 


hs 
the 


Eddie, comedy 


next-to-close slot | 


(WB).| 


and | 
standard vaude turns as ingredients | fact she 
of the stage lineup. Loie Bridge, one- | ceure 


by Jackie | 
Green, the Reddingtons and Charley | 


}some of the sock numbers that sold! 


disc, | 
rin, Ze) 


and wham out a session of hot stuff | 


that stirs up dust and leaves every- 
body limp. Fast-working boys of 
high and low altitudes 
acro tricks into their 
routine, and the sock line 
show comes after the 
have been mopping up the stage for 
about five minutes, when one of the 
lad yells: ‘Let's go.’ Somehow 
they put on more steam for a finish. 

Anise and Aland, attractive and 
young dance team, are 


of the 


the show. Couple have an interest- 


Also assisting in 
ment are the Twelve Dizzy Feet, 
mixed sextet of steppers who back- 


a ki | per minimum tab. 
spee ings | 


| 
| 
—_ where her parlor entertainment 


New Acts 





K. C. Barber Shop| cLAUDE ALPHAND 


| Songs 

| 12 Mins. 

| Le Petite Palais, N. Y. 

For some reason Claude Alphanda, 
|who is a femme despite the first 
as become a somewhat ex- 
citing must-see personality in intime 
| New York nite life circles. That she’s 
potent b.o. is best attested to by the 
fast put on the map an ob- 
West 56th street bistro, which 


'| trades by day as Le Tricolor (‘res- 


|} taurant bar Francais’ says the bilil- 
|ing), and which becomes Le Petit 
Palais for the supper club sessions 
; when a $3 minimum tap obtains. 
| That her b.o. is recognized is evi- 
| denced by her forthcoming engage- 
at the Hotel St. Regis’ La 
Maisonette later this month. That 
she’s still a parlor singer is evident 
| when catching her stuff. However, 
| she has potentials. 


Mme, Alphand is an arresting per- 


| ment 


inviting comparisons to 
Lucienne Boyer, Milli Monti, et al. 
She is younger; has a com- 
pelling front; can do a French 


chanson that surges up plenty of 
nostalgia for the fugitives from pre- 
Occupational Montmartre; but for 
American customers she must (1) 
unbend and not jambon (that’s 
French for ham), and (2) she must 
learn some English. 


_It doesn’t have to be 52d street 
jive, but an occasional Kern or Rom- 
berg excerpt, to break up the 
straight French paroles, becomes es- 
sential for U. S. commerce. The 75- 
capacity Petite Palais, in the inti- 
mate manner of a yesteryear She- 
herazade, Casanova or Petite Maison- 
ette des Comediens Russe, which 
were famed Paris boites, can get 
away with its $3 tap to the limited 
socialite draw that will support this 
spot for a couple of more weeks; but 
the three partners of this joint must 
also look farther ahead. 


For one thing, the average Ameri- 
can customer doesn’t like to be 
pushed around; that seems to be a 
west 56th street custom at this bistro. 
For another, he’d like to savvy a 
little what’s going on with the word- 
age. Of course, if the intent is keep 
the American Francophile some- 
wheres nearer the Stork and 21 belt, 
that’s something else again, but the 
management will fast run out of 
customers on that premise. 


As for the rest, Julian Fuhs, refu- 
gee Viennese maestro, now tickles 
the ivories as interlude music; ditty 
Duci de Kerekjarto (alias Albert 
Kerry, on Decca records) with his 
violin solos; Sula Lester on the other 
piano, and Oscar Karlweis as genera] 
conferencier. 


Atmosphere is, of course, Free 
French and pre-Vichy. Mme. Alp- 
hand’s husband was once Reynaud’s 
secretary and quit the Vichy regime 
to join DeGaulle in London where 
he now is. She was prominent in 
pre-war French political and social 





asserted itself. 
land she has the makings. 
the strength 
able auspices, prestige and, it 
can't be denied, a certain talent, she 
may become a personality. But it 
must be better produced for U. S. 
consumption. Abel. 


As a pro in Yankee- 
And, on 


RENEE DE MARCO 
Dances 
Fefe’s Monte Carlo, N. Y. 
The prettier half of the De Marcos 
is on her own as a soloist, and Renee 


de Marco comes into her own with 
her dance presentation at Fefe’s 
| Monte Carlo, topflight class bistro. 


Unlike her very sotto voce engage- 
ment at the Ambassador hotel 
which somehow can’t put 
itself on the map, no matter how it 
tries, here Miss De Marco really 
zings. At the Park avenue hostelry, 


| where she and Emil Coleman’s music 
| held forth, she was a secret; at the | 
interpolate | 

eccentric | 


Monte Carlo the supper club trade is 
giving her strong support 





Dancing only after midnight, and 


again at 2 a.m.—if trade warrants it— | 


the looker makes an effective en- 
trance from the miniature stage, 
backed by a vocal quartet to ‘Inter- 
mezzo.’ Holding the floor alone with 


| a sans-talk routine, such as solo terp- 
back again, doing their stuff early in 


ing, save for the occasional vocal 


‘ , | interludes as background accomp, is 
ing terp routine and hold attention] g pretty tough chore even for a fan- 
from start to a smart jitterbug finish. 


the dance depart- | 





dancer, much 


than makes the grade and impresses 
that her ex-partner and husband, 


|ground for Cab’s delivery of ‘All| Tony De Marco, and his new partner, 
Reet,’ a rich mixture of solid band, Sally Craven, will have important 


| 


| 
| 


original vocaling by the leader and 
snake-hips embellishments. 

Cab Jivers (Cozy Coles, Tyre 
Glenn, Milton Hinton, Danny Barker, 
Jonah Jones and Teddy McRae) 


'step out for their specialty jam on 


i ‘Twelfth St 


t Rag’ and stir an ex- 


cited welcome. Soon after 





namesake competition in cafe and 
stage fields. 

Her four numbers run the gamut 
from waltz and rhythmic to rhumba. 
The boys, besides ‘Intermezzo,’ chirp 


|‘Romantic Guy I’ for her rhythm 


number, and for the finale conceit 


this; they act as collective vis-a-vis, but 


'rouser, Cozy Coles has his day drum-| the dancing department is wholly 


with the Reich was a contract by | 


Ba- 
| 


ming out a terrific specialty on 


‘A-G’s Jive. 
for the entire company. 


The closer is a conga | 


that of Miss De Marco’s. 


| Ferry and Gene Cavallero’s lease on 


of background, favor- | 


at $3.50 | 


less a polite stepper | 
like the De Marco gal. But she more | 


Ted Straeter, who goes with Fefe | 


KITTY CARLISLE 

| Songs 

| 14 Mins. 

Hotel Plaza, N. ¥. 

| In a field that’s hungry for boff 
names, Kitty Carlisle is a cinch to 
make her mark with the big league 
‘saloon’ singers, as they're colloquial- 
ly called. Despite the inelegant trade 
| term, the cafe circuit is a soft touch 
| for the right people, of the Richman, 
|}Lewis, Tucker, Hétdegarde, De- 
|Marcos and kindred calibre. Thus, 
when Kitty Carlisle brings a radio, 
Stage and screen rep into the smart 
boites, she’s got something, especially 
when backed up by a sock per- 
sonality and an undeniable vocal 
talent. 

Miss Carlisle has improved con- 
siderably since her cafe debut at the 
Club Versailles, N. Y., a couple of 
months back. Now she’s a full- 
fledged headliner at the snazzy Hotel 
Plaza’s Persian Room where, with 
Jack Cole and his Dancers (2), she 
more than sustains her headline 
billing. 

In striking yet simple black velvet 
gown, offset by an eye-filling dia- 
mond necklace which, even if it’s a 
Cartier’s road company, looks like 
something that’s not this side of 
Kresge’s, she makes a fetching front. 
Her song repertoire is surefire, yet 
not overly familiar. ‘You Can’t Have 
Everything,’ ‘Then It’s Not Love,’ a 
bolero arrangement of a Mexican air 
(in Spanish), an Irving Caesar lyric 
(announced) to ‘Caprice Viennois 
(by Fritz Kreisler, not announced), 
‘Blow Gabriel’ are among her ex- 
cerpts. They produce a nice change 
of pace and are expertly sold. 

Jack Cole and his Dancers 
(Florence Lessing and Marion 
Lawrence), incidentally, are better 
than ever, and, per usual, Dick Gas- 
parre’s expert dansapation lends 
sturdy support to the floor show 
specialists and for the customers on 
the hoof. Biz here is big, which is 
surprising in view of Jean Sablon’s 
exceptionally strong draw just pre- 
ceding Miss Carlisle’s advent. Abel. 


ENYA GONZALEZ 
Songs 

10 Mins, 
Copacabana, N. Y. 

Monte Proser, who adventured 
with Carmen Amaya, taking a 
strictly concert flamenco dancer from 
Brazil into a saloon, and mak- 
ing her an exciting entry at his 
last season’s Beachcomber, figured 
logically and well with Enya Gon- 
zalez, whom he just booked into his 
Copacabana. She’s a Filipino diva, a 
personable, sloe-eyed soprano, Al- 
must in character from the start, she 
perforce finales with an aria from 
‘Mme. Butterfly... But in the main 
her topflight sopranoing is in the 
pop Spanish-Mexican idiom, to con- 
form with the general Latin motif 
of the Copacabana. 

‘Estrelita,’ another Mex song, ‘El 
Relicaro’ (in faster paso doble 
tempo) and the aria make for an 
effective sequencing although, in 
justice to the diva, she might be 
| better spotted. The burden of closing 
the show is a little too tough. 





| Miss Gonzalez is distinguished in 
| Opera circles as a warbler, having 
| chirped with some big league 
| troupes like the Chicago Civic opera, 
{and brings into clas cafes a nice 
the s quality. That she will repeat 
the signal success that attended Car- 
|}men Amaya as a saloon personality 
is unlikely, but certainly class 
niteries—of the Rainbow Room type, 
for example—can advantageously 
showcase Miss Gonzalez. After all, 
the Philippines don't spawn such 


distinguished songstresses every sea- 
son, and on personality values alone, 
coupled with her vocal prowess, she 
is something for any class joint to 
shout about. 

The exotic young soprano was sent 
to America under the auspices of 
| President Manuel Quezon of the 
Philippines and sang at the White 
House for the President and Mrs. 
Roosevelt. 

P.S.—She’s doing good biz for the 


| Copa, on the heels of a strong three 


Com- 
Abel. 


weeks with Gertrude Niesen. 
| ing: Joe E. Lewis. 

es 

| HAROLD BARNES 

| Tight Wire Walker 

| 5 Mins. 

| Roxy, N. Y. 

| Harold Barnes, Fanchon & Marco 
| discovery, is an excellent novelty 
act for any theatre. A nice-looking 
youngster just turned 18, he’s as ex- 
pert on the tight wire as a booker 
ean hope for. 

Does all the standard tricks, in- 
cluding somersaults, without excess 
milking or stalling. As he gains 
showmanship he’ll make them look 
harder and thereby create more ap- 
plause, but it’s still refreshing to see 
an act of this type run through a 
routine in business like fashion. 

A. definite click here. Scho. 


| 








SAIR LEE 

| Songs 

Murray Room, N. Y. 

| Miss Lee is a Canadian girl with 


Calloway sings more than usual in| the Monte Carlo, gives out with tip-| some experience in radio, mostly 


this show, and sells ‘Chattanooga | top society dansapation. 


Choo Choo’ with a new twist, ‘Nain 
Nain,’ and ‘All Reet.’ 


numbers being ‘Smith One’ and 
‘Piano Concerto’ for change of pace. 
Hefty trade on the second show 


Fox. 


Opens with! 
‘Minnie the Moocher,’ ensuing band | 


He’s ideal 
| for this room, and handles the con- 
ferenciering in great style. The ad- 
joining Monte Carlo Beach, opened 
as a summer room, incidentally, con- 
tinues with Phil D’Arcy and Marcia 


Neil’s music. Straeter’s relief combo | 


is headed by Bob Knight. A 


| dramatic. Vocalizing is not her forte, 
| pipes for the present lacking reson- 
ance. Needs much additional polish 
to overcome indicated immaturity. 
' She's on and off intermittently in 
this room, at her best with ‘Raining 
Memories,’ new Ruth Lowe composi- 
tion. Mori. 
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Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (10) 
Orrin Tucker Orc 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Walter Long d 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (12) 
Martha Raye 
Jackie Miles 
Cappy Barry Boys 
Shyrettos 
Ruth Daye 
MIAMI 
Olympia (11) 
Jack Holst & Lady 





Arren & Broderick 

Marc Bollero 

Ti Paysee Danc 

Fortunello & Circill 

BOSTON 

Metropolitan (11) 

Gene Krupa Bd 

Tony Martin 

Chris Cross 

Evelyn Farney 

Shea & Raymond 


TOLEDO 
Paramount (12-14) 
Inkspots 


Erskine Hawkins Bd 











Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (11) 
Count Basie Orc 
Hattie McDaniel 
Gordon & Rogers 
Whitey TT hd Hop 
) 


Woody Herman Ore 
Billie Rogers 
The Stapletons 
Lowe, Hite & Stan 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (12-15) 
Teddy Powell Ore 
Lowe, Hite & Stan 
Sue Ryan 
Chester Dolphin 
(5-8) 
ionel Hampton Ore 
faxine Sullivan 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Harris & Howell 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (12) 
H' wood Sweater Gis 
(5) 





Shep Fields Ore 

Marty Bohn 

John Boles 

Honey Fam 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (12) 

Ear! Carroll Vanities 


Johnny Long Ore 

3 Stooges 

Phil Regan 

Berry Bros 
WASHINGTON 

Earle (12) 

Roxyettes 

Keith Clark 

The Stapletons 

Bob Hall 

Mogul 


Roxyettes 

Danny Drayson 
The Antaleks 
Dave Apollon 
Yost New Yorkers 
Mogul 








Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (11) 
Artie Shaw Ore 
Bob DuPont 
The Colatons 
WASHINGTON 


Capitel (11) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Masters & Roliins 
Harrison & Fisher 
Great Yacopis 
Margie Knapp 


| NEWARK 
Adams (12) 
| Tony Pastor Ore 
| Jack Leonard 
|; Ruth & B Ambrose 
{Sammy White 
PASSAIC 
Central (11) 
Woody 
Don Rice 
Anthony, Allen & H 
Rod Rogers 
H King & Arlena 
PATERSON 
Majestic (16-18) 
Anita Jakobi 
Towne & Lee 
T Waldman & Suzie 


Vox & Denning 
Neiss Tr 
(12-15) 


Maior Rowes TU 
PHILADELPHIA 
Fay’s (11) 

Reggie White 

Stanley Bros 

Watson Sis 

Bobby Baxter 

Rae & Harrison 
Carman (12) 


Salici ‘ 
PITMAN 
B'way (13 only) 
Powder, Lipstick R 
PROVIDENCE 
Metropolitan (12-18) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 

Mildred Bailey 

Wally Brown Co 

Roy Davis 

Happy, Tom & Jerry 
SOUTH RIVER 
Capitol (12-13) 

The Co-Eds 

5 Marshalls 

(Three to fill) 


Herman Orc} 


TOLEDO 
Rivoli (12) 
Ben Bernie 
Bob Atcher 
Bonnie Blue Eyes 
Jeri Withee 
Bailey Sis 
Donald Saxon 
Lane Bros 
WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (13-14) 
Bob Howard 
(Four to fill) 
WORCESTER 
Plymouth (8-10) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Mildred Bailey 
Wally Brown Co 
Candos Bros 


Princess Valda 
'Columbos Ore 
Bobbe Caston 
Phil & Audrey 
Johnny Taylor 
Savannah 
Reeve Sis 
Spordoe-O-De 
Havana-Madrid 
Julio & Kiki 
Hickory House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Norma Shepard 
Hoot Howley 
Larry Bennett 8 
Mercedes 
Carol Boyd 
Rollin Smith 
Ginger Wayne 
Hotel Ambossador 
(Trianon Room) 


Jules Lande Orc 
Claire & Arena 
Hotel Astor 





Harold Nagel Ore 


Churchill 


(la Maltsonette) 
Nicholas Mathe Ore 
Rosalie Grant 

Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 
Ann Barrett 
Sonny Skyler 
Hotel Waldorf- 

Astoria 
Tito Guizar 
Georges & Jalna 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Hurricane 
Henry King Ore 
Don Richards 
Ginger Harmon 
Edna Sedgwick 
Nina Olivette 
Allen Murray 
Iceland Restaurant 
Danny White 


Herman Chittison 
wt Dyer-Bennet 
Russian Kretchma 
Norma T.ucero 
Lyda Swan 

Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 
Marusia Sava 
Mischa Vzaanefft 
Cornelia Cedolban O 
Spivy’s Roof 
Tana 

Kay Kimber 
Petty Bryant 
“idie Mayhoffe 
Rarbara LaMarr 
Haywood & Allen 


Rev 


Max Bergere Ore 
Panchito Ore 
Jane Pickens 
Dorothy Keller 
Frances Mercer 
Edward Trevor 
The Barrys 
Six-Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 
Pat McLane 
Eddie Bruce 
Robinson & Martin 
Marion Moore 
Tex Fletcher Co 
Village Vanguard 
Leadbelly Nero 
Josh White 
Debby Best 





Frank Shuman 








Mildred Jocelyn 


Band Box 
Pete Smyder 
Billy Snyder 














NEW YORK 





BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY 


Ann Robinson 


LOS ANGELES 


Doodles Weaver 
Peter Lind Hayes O 
Neville Fleeson 
Hollywood Tropics 


Maxine Lewis 
Dick Thomas: 
Paul Neighbors Orc 
House of Murphy 





HILLS, CAL. 








| 
| 








YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (16-18) 
Bill Robinson 
J Lunceford Ore 
Miller Bros & Lois 





Vilma Middleton 








Cabaret Bills 





Arthur’s Moulin 
Rouge 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Adama & Lisa 
Patricia York 
Dolores Baron Co 
Armando's 
Geo Morris Ore 
Pedrito Ore 
Dorothy Allen 
Julie Colt 
Aurelia Colomo 


Bagatelle 








RKO 








immy Dorsey Bd 
ob Eberly 
s O’Connell 
oe & J McKenna 
Condos Bros 


(5) 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Palmer Bros 
Anice & Aland 
Paul, Slim & Eddie 
oney Coles 
alloway Boys & Gis 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (12) 
Juggling Jewels 
Ch Fredericks Co 
Carol Bruce 
Stooges 
tuart Morgan Danc 


Bon Bon 

Ruth Robbins 

8 H’wood Blondes 

Bob Evans 

Melissa Mason 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (12) 

Andrews Sis 

Joe Venuti Ore 

Wesson Bros 

Rosalind Gordon 


(5) 
Earl Carroll Vanities 
Slate Bros 
Shaver, Olive & Geo 
Al Norman 
Fay Carroll 
Jean Devereaux 
Bynton Danc 
Beverly Carroll 
Lois Morrissey 
Ann Lee 





Jan Savitt Ore 


16 Carroll Beauties 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (11) 
Eunice Healey 
Selma Kaye 
Robt Shanley 
Katherine Warred 
Tony Kraber 
Louis de Milhau 
Glenn Marlin 
George Wayne 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Glee Club 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (12) 
Bobby May 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Harold Barnes 
Archie Robbins 
Apollo (11) 
Lucky Millinder Ore 
Sister Tharpe 
Aunice & Aland 
Honey Coles 
6 Craker Jacks 
Spider, Sandy & J 
Windsor (12-14) 
Vici ‘Spices of 1942’ 
Riviera (14) 
Ina Ray Hutton Ore 
6 Marshalls 
(Two to fill) 
ASTORIA 
Steinway (12-14) 
Gonzales 3 
Elisie, the Cow 
(Three to fill) 
BROOKLYN 
Flatbush (11) 
Belle Baker 
Michael Loring Ore 
Litile Tough Guys 
H Boyd & Jigsaws 
H Reynolds Skaters 
Marine (14 only) 
Betty Reeve 
$3 Byrne Sis 
(Three to fill) 
Ridgewood (10) 
Kay & Karol 
Jerome & Beck 
Elsie, the Cow 
3 Shades of Rhythm 
(One to fill) 
AKRON 
Palace (12-15) 
Bill Robinson 
J Lunceford Orc 
Miller Bros & Tois 


BALTIMORE 
Hippodrome (11) 
Carroll & Howe 
Billy DeWolfe 
Hermanos Williams 
Maxine Sullivan 
Amelia Gilmore 
State (14-17) 
Powder, Lipstick R 
(11-18) 

Anita Jakobi 

Roy Smeck 

T Waldman & Suzie 
Neiss Tr 

CAMDEN 
Towers (12-14) 
Hoffman 3 
Doyle & Seed 
Pryde & Dell 
Johnny Woods 


Yost New Yorkerg 
ELIZABETH 
Liberty (11-14) 


Cartier Sis 
Jerome & Beck 
White & Manning 
Buddy Walker 
3 Shades of Rhythm 
FALL RIVER 
Empire (11-13) 
Ciro Rimaec Ore 
Henny Youngman 
3 Sailors 
Duke Art, Jr 
FREEPORT 
Freeport (12 only) 
Betty Reeve 
% Byrne Sis 
GLEN COVE 
Cove (13 only) 
L Manning & Mitzi 
(Four to fill) 


HARTFORD 
State (12-14) 
Charlie Barnet Ore 

Blackstone 
Pot, Pans & Skiilet 


JAMAICA 
Jamaica (11-14) 

Eleanor Bowers 
Paul le Paul Co 
Wally Ward Co 
Tyler, Thorn & Post 
(One to fill) 

LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (13 only) 
Betty Reeve 
3 Byrne Sis 





Vilma Middleton 


(Three to fill) 


Nordstrom Sis 
Marcella Clair 
Aurelia Coloma 
Royal Lukawella 8 
ick Wilson Orc 
Beachcomber 


Walter Long 
Shadrach Co 
Sonny Tufts 

Bee Kalmus 

Toy & Wing 
Pupy, Michael, B 
Machito Orc 

Lee Kuhn Orc 
Ben Marden’s 
Winter Room 
Owen & Parker 
Diane Denise 
Dolores Andereon 
Freshman Five 
Rita Renaud 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Lynn & Marianne 
Pat Williams 
Ginger Lane 
June Carroll 
Jean Mona 

Moya Gifford 
Lois Palmer 

Don Sylvio Ore 
Bill’s Gay 90's 
Kay Parsons 
Lulu Bates 

Ethel Gilbert 
Don Richards 
Charles Rosoff 
Brevoort 
Nora Sheridan 
Charles & Ray 
Ruth Landi 
Batler’s New Room 


Steve Murray Rev 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Cafe Madison 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Marlynn Michael Co 
Les Parker 
Cafe Montparnasse 
Aileen Cook 
Jean Brunseco 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
John Kirby Ore 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Cafe Society 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Sammy Price 
Connie Berry 
Helen Humes 
Ammons & Johnson 


Cafe Vienna 


Ruth Barr 
William Hoffman 
Murray Miller 
Dolfy Margens 
Leo Pleskow Ore 
Casa Marta 
Antoinette Severin 
Tony & Estrella 
Hector Del Villar 
Monalito 
Juan Dimitri Ore 
ino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Gypsy Markoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Mischa Novy 
Dmitri Matvienke 
Cerutti’s 
Bricktop 
Billy Hayward 
Cliff Allen 
4 Chanticleerg 
Dan Parrish 
Chateau Moderne 
{fra Spector Ore 
Chin Lee's 
Cartwrights 








NEW YORK CITY 


Eugene & Maria 
Georgie Trotter 
Ronie Hayworth O 
Clichy 


Ann Gale 
Walter Lynch 


Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Ore 
Roberta Wel 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Kay Blaire 
Gaye Dixon 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Betty Jordan 
Club Gaucho 


Jose & Lolita Vega 
Maruja Serrano 
Anita Rosa! 

Nedra Madera 
Lupita Orla 

Maria del Carmen 
Camancho & F 
Don Carlos Ore 
Club Maxim 


Don Miguel 
Marion Shaw 
Rosita Carmen 
Vince & Anita 
Johnny Morgan 
Marion Powers 


Club Midnight 


Ramona 

Vi Bradley 
Club Samoa 
Ching 
Elmer 
Los Chamacos Orc 
Copacabana 
Enya Gonzalez 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 
Estelita 

Los Segovias 
Charlies Baum Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 


Cora & Irene’s 
Winnie Duncan 
Nora Williams 
Terrace Boys 
Coq Rouge 
Laura Deane Dutton 
James Copp, III 
Maggi McNellis 
Tony Kraber 
Nick D’Amico Ore 
Cue Club 
Key Men 
Dorothy Ross 
Bobbie Engels 
Nirma Cordova 
Louise Carlysle 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Betty Compson 
Dorothy Lewis 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 
Gilda Gray 
Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 

El Chico 


Don Alberto Ore 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Victoria Barcelo 
Antonio de Cordova 
El Morocco 
Chauncey Grey Orc 
Chiquito Orc 
Andre Bodo 
Charles Inwald 
Famous Door 
Billie Holiday 
Three Riffs 
Babe Hussin Ore 
51 Club 
Carolyn Biddle 
Marion Joyce 
Iris Karyl 
Wauneta Bates 
Frances Leslie 





Wilma Novak 
Trene Kaye 


| 
Snowden Orc 





Dick Kuhn Ore 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaga 

George Shelley 
Vivian Biaine 
Carole Sherod 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumy Ore 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Koom) 
Heasley 2 
Hazel Franklin 
Maureen Holmes 
Va! Olman Or« 
Hotel Bossert 
(Brooklyn) 
Virginia Hays 
Nye Mayhew Ore 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Room) 


Monroe Orc 
Ore 


Vaughn 
Peter Rotunda 
Billingtor 
Keith 
Marylin 
Hotel 
Blue Barron 
Hotel Essex House 
Sammy Kaye Urc 
Hotel 5th Ave 
Diaz & Diane 
Raymond & Lucinda 
Burton Gross Orc 
Hotel Lexington 


Clark 
Duke 
Edison 


Ore 


Norine Robinson 
Beuval & Tova 
Clem Belling Tr 
Joan Wood 
Ginger Layne 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Orc 
dack Dempsey’s 
B’way Kestaurant 
Irv Carroll 
Adrian Rollini $8 
Kern's 
Cornel Tan 
Kelly's Stable 
Kea Lo}! °° 
Betty Behr 
Ann Huallow 
Art Tantum 
( Hone 
i}Ramon & Jo 
Linda Keene 
Billy Daniels 
King Cole 23 
La Conga 
Noro Morales Ore 
Harris Ore 
boreo 


Orc 


Say 





tlenda 


Ann 


Jack 
Emile 
Tana 
i} Vonna Co 
Peter Birch 
Carios & Carita 
6 Congaette 
Wally Wanger Gls | 
La Marquise 
Ruth Winchell 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Frances Connolly 



































tay Kinney Ore Al Carr Ore 
Meymo Holt . 
Napua La Martinique 
Leilani Iaea Imogene Coca 
Nani Todd Carlos Ramirez 
Lehua Paulson Di Gatanos 
| 
| 
RKO Boston—Jan. 16, 1942 
Palace, Cleveland—Jan. 30, 1942 
Placed By 
EDDIE SMITH 
Paramount Bidg., New York 
| 
Hotel McAlpin |Merrie Vee Johnson | 
Johnny Messner Orc|Cy Walter Orc 
Hotel New Yorker | Herbert Curbello O 
Benny Goodman O Le Petit Palais 
Peggy Lee Mme C Alphand 
Tommy Taylor Oscar Kariweis 
Adele Inge Duci de Kerekjarto 
B & B Wade Julian Fuhs 
Ronny Roberts Sula Leste: 
Ice Ballet Leon & Eddie’s 
Grace Harvey Lou Martin Ore 
Lynn Clare Nerida Orc 
Hotel Navarro Marcella Hendricks 
(Midnight Club) | Eddie Davis 
Noel Toy 
Margo & Mann Gold Pal 
Midnight Gypsies aa ae 
. _— Sahji Co 
Hotel Park Central| len Manning 
(Cocoanut Grove) lial & Honev Bee 
Elaine Jordan Norma Krieger 
Dora Maugham Steven Phillips 
Robert Raymon Kirk Wood 
Geoffrey Hale _ Maison Louis 
Rochelle & Beebe Bill Drye : 
Carrie M Beville | 
(Rhumba Room) | Gaston’s Monte « arlo| 
—— ene Orc Pierre Beaucaire 
r = a Gola Nena Montes | 
SIS Se WrOie LeCarlos & Granada | 
The Three Debs 5 Madcaps 
Hotel Pennsylwania |Chung Ye Wha 
Glen Miller Orc 6 Can-Can Gls 


Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Adelaide Moffett 
Chandra-Kaly Co 
Bertallerton 
Stanley Melba Ore 
Bonzon! Orc 
(Cafe Pierre) 
Pliner & Earle 
Ariel Perry 
Monica Moore 
Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Kitty Carlisle 
Jack Cole 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruthlowe 
Sair Lee 
Hotel Savoy-Piaza 
Hildegarde 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotel St. Moritz 
(Cafe de la Paix) 





Garron & Bennett 


Gaston 

Moulin Rouge 
Joe Richarde] Ore 
Georges Danilo 
Marianne Baxter 
Judy Roberts 
Loretta Lane 

19th Hole Club 
Rita Renaud 
Tommy Lazardo 
Bobby Blair 
Greta Lewis 
Bill Hall Ore 

Old Koumanian 
Freddie Bernard 
Sasha Leonoft 
Jerry Withee 
Nila Ramos 
Joe La Port Ore 
Andy D’Aquila 

Place Zlegante 
Cliff Conrad 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 

Queen Mary 
Jerry Blanchard 
Dorothy Tanner 
Jack Wallace Ore 
Babe Slater 
Consuelo Flowerton 
Jerry Blanchard 
Kimi Toye 
3oyd & Smith 








| Dr 


| Buddy 


George Tibbles Ore 
Johnny Howard 
Ann Triola 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Musie 


Felix de Cola 
Roger Roland 


Ken Stevens 

Nita Claire 

Dick Winslow Ore 
Biltmore Bowl 

Bob Shea 

The Duffins 

The Velascos 

rank Paris 

Carl Ravazza Ore 
Cafe Secicty 

Billie Holiday 

Clayton 8 

Bob Laine’s Ore 


Casa Manana 
Frankie Carle 
Fred Lowery 


Larry CC. tten 

Mimi Cowanni 

Horace Heidt Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 

The White Guards 

F D'Amore & Anita 

Snooky Lanson 

kay Noble Ore 


Karl Carroll 
Rockwell 
BR Minnevitch 
Helen O'Hara 
Michel Ortiz Bd 
Alec Morison 
Madelyn Meridith 
Barney Grant 

St Clair & Day 
Dorothy Ford 

The Debonairs 
Bery! Wallace 

Ina Hayward 

Bill Brady 

Manny Strand Ore 
Florentine Garden 
NTG 

Dolly Michell 
Robinson 2 

Weed 

Mike Pingatore 
Chiquita 

Corinne & T Valdez 
Paul Whiteman Or 
Frank Howard | 


Co 





|; Fred Scott 


Sugar Geise 


| Charlie Foy's Club 


Charley Foy 

Les Burnett 

Marguerita Padula 
Lorraine Elliott 
Frankie Richa 
Red Stanley 
Grace Hayes Lodge! 
George Lloyd ; 
Elizabeth T Martin ; 
Vivian Marshall i 
B Reilly & Cherito | 


lson 
Ore 


| Josephine 


| Patti 
| Sam 


Bob Cri 


Bob Murphy 


|} Charles Miller 
| Jean Meunier 


3eth Reynolds 

Frankie Gallagher 

Gordon Bishop 
‘It’ Cafe 


Mavis Mims * 
Dave Forrester Ore 


Macambo Cafe 


Edwardo Aguilar O 
Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Palladium 
Kenton Ore 
Paris Inn 
Kenny Henrvson 
Marg’rite & M'rtinez 
Henry Monet 
Mary Craig 
Bouncing McGeea 
Joe Molle 
Hlelen Golden 
Helen Harrison 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 
Pirates Dea 
Johnny Holmes 
Tom Hart) 
Tohn Arden 
Nick Cochran Ore 
Rhumbooxie 
Lois Galloway 
Marie Bryant 
Paul White 
6 Sepian Beauties 
Cee Pee Johnson O 
Roosevelt Hotel 
Harry Owens Ore 
Scheherazade Cafe 
Borowski 
Houston 
Ore 


Stan 


Yascha 


Russéan Gypsy 
Seven Seas 
Benny 
Puanani Mathews 
Princess Luana 
Chief Sautin: 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 
Charlie Openul 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Slapsy Maxtes 
Ben Blue 
Cully Richards 
Jerry Kruger 
Marian Manners 
Benny Lessy 
Moore 
Lewis 
Joe Polsky 
Joe Oakie 
Bettye Martin 
Joe Plumer Ore 
Swannee Inn 
Fred Skinner 
Joe Turner 
Meade Lux 
Tin 
Sugar 
Harry 
Jimmy 
iily Green 
Ray Sherrul 
Jiminy O’Brien 
Pauline ¢ rroll 
Trianon 
Ore 


Kaha 


Lewis 
Pan Alley 
Marcell 
Carroll 
Morgan 


re 


Dy 
Trouville 

Jerry Bergen 

Billy Gray 

‘“top, Look & T.isten’ 

Rob's B Royallaires 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Orc 
Club Nomad 
Tiny Kaye 
Helene F 
How'd 
Manny 


rancis 

Montzgon ery 

Davis Ore 
Paddock Int'l 

Bob Bell 

I 


addockeers 


Gre 
Penn Atlantic Hotel | 

(Paim Koom) 
Al Francis Ore 
Sue Mitchell 





Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 


Eddy Morgan Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
William Madden O 


Village Garden 


(Black Horse Pike) | 


Don Gibson 
Mildred Laverne 
Madeline Hart 
Hap Brander Ore 
Gables’ Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Nan DeMar 
Stanley Rich 
Joan Clark 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotol 
(Pump Koom) 

Emile Petti 
Buttery 

Carl Smith Ore 
Barone 

J & J Walton 

Rae Marsh 

Vera Allen 

Edith Rogers Dahl 

Phil Kaye 

Don Orlando Ore 

Skeets Minton 3 


Bismarck Hotel 

(Walnut Room) 
Art Kassel Ore 
Marion Holmes 
Harvey Crawford 
Maurice & Maryea 
Hadley Gls 

(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marshall 
Annette Shields 





Blackhawk 


Les Brown Ore 
Betty Bonny 
Cappy Bara Ens 
Shirley Gay 
RalpW Young 
Jose Rosado Ore 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Rm.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & George 
Verna Ray 
Bob Billings 
Broadmonat 
Ralph Fielder 
Bonnie & Ryan 
Kay Foster 
Pat Lewis 
Evelyn Raye 
Art Testa Ore 
Brown Derby 
Kay Carrol! 
Thelma White 


Ethel Shutta 
Rossilianos 
Rica Martines 
6 Willys 
Lois Harper 
Bobby Ramos Ore 
Evans Gis 
Club Alabam 

Larry Vincent 
Bernie Adler 
Mary Earle 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Charlotte van Dae 
Del Estes 
Marton Moore 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 

Colosimos 
Lamb-Yocum Ice R 
Don Lang Orc 
The Hartzells 
Brucetta 


Jackie Mignac 
*yrognaph Gls 
Henry Lishon Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Vincent Bragale O 
Drake Hotel 
(Camiilia House) 
Ramon Ramos Ore 
Ldrienne 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 
Richard Himber Ore 
Margery Lea 
Mata & Har! 
Nighthawks 
Dorben Gls 
885 Club 
Carroll & Gorman 
June Carson 


Julio Garcia Ore 


(Book Casino) 


Joe Reichman 
Jane Fulten 
DeAngelo & Porter 
(Motor Bar) 
Joe Vera 
Bowery 
Schlepperman 
The Masons 
Paula Shell 
Stanley 2 
Francis & Grey 
Naval Cadets 
Don Arden Dane 
Chas Carlisle 
Benny Resh Ore 
Casanova 
Hoff: nS 
Demaranvilles 
Martell 
Geo Bell 
Renee I)’'Orsay 
Cy Ree 3 
Lee Walters Ore 
Club Congo 
}Orlando Robertson 
St Claire & LeRoy 
> Beachcombers 


Margaret Watkins 

§ Congoettes 

Teddy Blackmon 

King Perry Ore 

Corktown Tavern 

Don Harris 

Marl Parchman 

Hart & Allison 

Bell 

Panchita Villa 

Phil Skillman Ore 

Grand Terrace 

Don Harris 

Davis & Delmar 

Karl Parchman 

Mildred Perlee 

Hilge 

Gregory, Ray'd & C 

Lyle Carlyle Ore 
Hund's 

Val Serenaders 

|Lendon Chop House | 

| Barney Gr 

Ruby Or 

Connie B 


Geo 





}Sun 


een 


arleau 
Club Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 
Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 
Nebiolo’s 
Fay & 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 
Clem Hawkins 
Leonard Seei Ore 
Northwood Inn 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 
Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
Don Amato 
Ray Carlin Ore 


Andre 


PHILAD 


Club Bali 
Josephine Del Mar 
Pierre & Renee 
Lee Noble 
Baliloolies 
Alan Fielding 
Sacassas & Ore 
3 Aces 

Ben Franklin 
The Blanchards 
Elaine Condos 
The Lovebirds 
Phyllis Myles 


Ore 





Helen Sumner 
L’ Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veausell 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobel de Marco 
New Yorker 
Dolly Kay 
Ralph Cook 
Marjorie Lane 
Natalie & Howard 
Darlene Ottum 
Patsy Gale 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Oro 
Al Milton Ore 
(Picadilly Circle) 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 
Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


Griff Williams Ore 
The Hartmans 
Gertrude Simmons 
Pedro DeLeon Ore 
Abbott Dancers 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 


Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 
Jack Teagarden Ove 
Kitty Kallen 
Carlton Emmy 
Walter Donoghue 
N Brooks Style Rev 
Carl Marx 

Rhumba Casino 
Sylvia Froos 

Willle Howard 
Carol King 

Gil Galvant 
Pan-Am Dane 

Don Pedro Ore 





Roberta & Sarita Monchito Ore 
Johnny Honnert Ferd Canay Ore 
Kitel’s 606 Club 
Heidelberg (ctet Honey Bee Kellar 
Rathskellar Wally Vernon 
Louis & Orc Marion Miller 
5100 Club Evelyn Taylor 
on Betty Shajne 
Danny Thomas Maxine DeShoa 
June Carson Alyce Cerf 
Bob O Lin Gls abe Bhaolde - 
Mark Fisher Ore Be ie Was Donald 
Garrick Stagebar | Fay & Wellington 
Cats & Fiddle 4 106 Gls 
Nett’e Saunc: |} Dolly Sterling 
Graemere Hotel 1 Donna Darnell 
(Glass House Rm) | Sol Lake Ore 
Lew Story Ore | Tripoli 3 
_—— ane Stevens Hotel 
setty Grey 
Grand Terrace (Continental Room) 
F Henderson Orc Avis Kent 
Harlem Rev *Del Courtney Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel | 


Olde Wayne Club 
Charles Costello Ore 
McColl §& 


|} Jack London 
Palm Beach 
La Temple 
Margie Vail 
Holly Sis 
Kay La Salle 
Billy Meagher 
Don Pablo Ore 


Huck’s Redford Ina 

Mac McGraw Ore 
Royale 

Coral 

The Leaches 

Key Taylor 

3 Harmaniacs 

Harriet ith Dane 

Dick Worthington 

Skeeter Palmer Ore 

Statler Hotel 

Marquita 

Pancho 

avo 

Pat 

Fark 


Tito 


Sn 


Flores 


Gilmore 
Madriguera O 
Saks 

Cliff Winehill 

Crutiss & “lare 

Johnny Morrison 

Pearl Magley Dane 

Leonard Seel Ore 


San Dieco 


Gene Emerald 
Glenn bale 
The Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 


Clif? Arvin 
Al Alexander 
Stevadora 
Everett & Conway 

Bill Harris 
Roland & Rite 
Trene Burke 
Tiny Gorman 
Jack Thomas Ore 

The Tropics 
Bill Oger (3) 


Ore 


i} Ravaye & Margo 

Del Parkei 

Vincent Bragale Ore 

Vernes 

Bill Frazer 

Renee Melva 

June Wren 

Marino & De Voe 

Chuck Stevens Ore 
Whittier Hotel 


(Gold Cub Room) 


Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Pat Nash 


Manuel Lopez Ore 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
509 Club 

Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Good & Goody 

Dottie Ard 
Jean Moore 
Joy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 


‘ Horace Houck Ore 


ELPHIA 


Frankie Masters 
Talia 
Benny the Bum's 


Lila Lyan 
Marquita 


Cadillac Tavern 
Little Joe 
Tiny Lee 
Eddie Black 
Bette 
Henriquettes (6) 
Rifts (3) 





) Swing Masters (4) 


Harry Dobbs Or: 


(Continued on page 54) 
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Wednesday, December 10, 1941 


VARIETY 


LEGITIMATE 49 





—_——— 


Mors. League Asks N.Y. Atty. General 
To Curb Scenic Union's Demands 


vt 





Last week the managers took 
steps with the idea of preventing the 
scenic artists union from forcing 
them to engage a permanent worker 
to touch up painted settings at $90 
weekly while any show plays. Mat- 
ter was voted down at a union meet- 
ing some weeks ego, but cropped up 
as expected in some quarters and 
was put to a referendum. As a ma- 
jority of the scenic group’s member- 
ship, approximately 350, is made up 
of journeyman painters, the measure 
is likely to be adopted. 


An appeal was maae by James F. 
Reilly, for the League of N. Y. The- 
atres, to John J. Bennett, Jr., attor- 
ney general for the state of New 
York, to discourage the union from 
imposing enforced labor. Managers 
contend that the situation is similar 
to that of the recent newsstand deal- 
ers’ boycott of the newspapers. The 
latter successfully argued in court 
that the newsies are not employees 
of the publishers and a thumbs down 
decision on the boycott was handed 
down. 

Producers of shows make con- 
tracts with designers of scenery, lat- 
ter being in the guise of contractors. 
There is no employer and employee 
relationship between the manager 
and designers nor studio owners, the 
latter employing the painters. 

While not especially countering 
the managerial contentions, the 
union says that when scenery is 
touched up ft wants its painters to 
do the work, and alleges that when 
sets are touched up or repaired 
‘other crafts infringe,’ sometimes. 
Fact that designers, studio operators 
and painters belong to the same 
union makes it possible for the ret- 
erendum to be enforced. Plan calls 
for a rotating system, a new ‘main- 
tenance’ man being assigned weekly 
to each show. In that way the union 
hopes to solve its unemployment 
situation to some extent. 


‘Sons B.0. Click 


Clips Takes of 
Bway Musicals 








it was expected that when an- 
other sock musical draw arrived on 
Broadway, such as ‘Sons O’ Fun,’ 
Winter Garden, attendance of the 
others, especially the long-stayers, 
would be dented. That happened last 
fall, when ‘Panama Hattie’ came to 
the 46th Street, and similar reaction 
was recorded last week when ‘Sons’ 
bowed in. 

‘Hellzapoppin’, Majestic, and ‘Hat- 
tie,’ 46th Street, had eased off after 
Thanksgiving, but dipped further 
last week. While that was in line 
with the pre-holiday slide, 
tions are that it was more the op- 
position of ‘Sons.’ Fact that the 
Winter Garden’s size uses up plenty 
of audience volume is a_ factor. 


‘Sons’ can gross around $38,000 and | 








| 
| 


} 


indica- | 


| 


bettered that figure last week, $8.80 


premiere top being a factor. 
Only musicals not affected are 


‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial, forced out | 


of first place by ‘Sons,’ and ‘Best | 
Foot Forward,’ earlier sock suc- | 
cesses. ‘Lady in the Dark,’ which 


resumed to capacity after a summer 


layoff, was off a little at the Alvin, | 
and whatever dip there was is be- | 
lieved to be mostly because of the 


pre-Xmas period. But ‘High 
ers, which is among the new mu- 
sicals, dropped further at the Broad- 


hurst. All the musicals named are 
$4.40 top, with the exception of 
‘Hellz.’ 


‘Sons’ was figured to chase ‘Hellz’ 
off of Broadway and it goes to the 
road after another week. Another 
factor is the picture called ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ in which Olsen and Johnson 
are starred. As they top ‘Sons’ it 
was hardly in the cards that they 
or their names could draw ’em in 
with three simultaneous attractions. 
‘Hattie’ had held up well enough 
against the first 4.40-ers and is stay- 
ing for the Christmas holidays. 
Slated for road immediately after- 
ward. About that time at least two 
more high-scaled musicals are due, 
80 the competition may be hotter 
than ever, with the effect of the war 
with Japan an unknown factor at 
this time. 


Kick- | 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Portrait of a Lady’—Aldrich 
& Myers. 

‘The First Crocus’ — Edward 
Hambleton. 

‘Johnny on the Spot’ (‘Off the 
Record’ )—Shuberts. 

‘In Our Time’—Otto L. Pre- 
minger, 

‘Pie in the Sky’—Edgar Mac- 
gregor, Lyn Logan. 

‘Brooklyn, U. S. A.’—Bern 
Bernhard, Lionel Stander. 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (3rd co.)— 
Max Gordon. 


Det. Legiter, Anxious to 
Fire Musicians, Seeks 
Order to Stop Strikes 


Detroit, Dec. 9. 

Newly reopened legit house here, 
the Shubert-Lafayette, wants to toss 
out its house orchestra and get along 
without music. As a preliminary step 
to ousting the band, D. T. Neder- 
lander, manager of the house, has 
taken legal steps to prevent the De- 
troit Federation of Musicians from 
picketing the theatre, and also to put 
a squelcher on the stagehands union 
to keep it from walking out in a 
sympathy strike. 

He filed action with Circuit Judge 
Joseph A. Moynihan ordering offi- 
cials of the union into court on Dec. 
12 to show cause why they shouldn’t 
be restrained from calling a strike | 
when Nederlander tosses out the | 
band. Nederlander told the court 
that he had signed a contract for six 
musicians only after he was threat- 
ened with picketing. He added that 
the house is newly reopened and try- 
ing to get started and that it has 
been shackled with $450 in salaries a 
week for the musicians, who provide 


less than a half-hour'’s music nightly 
—mostly during intermissions when 
the audience is outside smoking. He 
got the court order for a hearing. 
He added that the stagehands 
threatened to pull out in a sympathy 
strike if the band was fired, but that 
he believed that with a court order 
they would be compelled to live up 
to their present contract with him. 
Named as respondents in the action 
filed by the theatre, operated by the 
Shuberts, were Jack Ferentz, presi- 
dent of the musicians’ union; Buddy 
Fields, its business agent; Harry 
Leib, leader of the orchestra, and 
four members of the stagehands 











Ketti Directs Her Own 


Hollywood, Dee. 9. 

Ketti Frings, screen writer, is go- 
ing to New York after the first of 
the year to direct her own stage 
play, ‘Mr. Sycamore,’ adapted from 
a mag story by Robert Ayre. 

Broadway production is slated 
some time in March. 


JAP ATTACK CANCELS 
FARCE ON U. S. NAVY 


First definite reaction of the sud- 
den attack by the Japs upon Hawaii 
was the abrupt cancellation of ‘The 
Admiral Had a Wife,’ farce which 
was to have opened at the Cort, 
N. Y., tonight (Wed.). A few hours 
after news of the bombing, Lowell 
Barrington, play’s author, huddled 
with Jose Ferrer, who produced the 
play in association with Ruth Wilk. 
It was to have been the latter’s first 
such activity on Broadway. She is a 
daughter of Jake Wilk, of Warners 
eastern headquarters. 

‘Admiral’ is a farce localled in 
Pearl Harbor, principal objective of 
Japanese bombers, and its characters 
are U. S. Navy officers and their 
wives stationed there. Because of 
that the producers and author con- 
sidered their play ‘too close to home’ 
and decided the script should be 
rewritten. 














Harry Kaufman Undergoes 
Emergency Operation 


Harry Kaufman underwent a ma- 
jor abdominal operation at the) 
Doctors hospital, N.Y., Friday (5). 
Early this week he was reported in 








favorable condition, but will remain | 
in the hospital for some time. 

Kaufman’s was an emergency case, | 
he being forced under medical care 
on the day that ‘Sons O’ Fun,’ which 
he supervised, opened at the Winter 


Garden. He was operated upon last 
spring and, while the surgery was 
said to have been successful, an in- 
testinal condition was not entirely 
cleared up. 


Lyle Andrews, former Broadway 


producer, who suffered a nervous 
collapse recently, is reported in 
somewhat better condition. He is 


resting at his Valley Stream, L. L, 
home. 








Gibney to Direct Plays | 


Hollywood, Dec. 9. | 

Sheridan Gibney is taking time off | 

from his film writing chores next 

month to direct three legiters of his | 

own for the Elizabeth Miele stock 
company in Deal, N. J. 











union. 


Plays are ‘Merry Madness,’ The | 
Wiser They Are’ and ‘Encore.’ | 


Charity Groups Must Pay Gov't Tax 
On Excess Ticket Levies for Shows 





v 


23, Skidoo 





Tom Ewell, ‘new’ comic in 
‘Sunny River,’ St. James, N. Y., 
has been in 23 Broadway shows, 
all flops, and has his fingers 
crossed that the new operetta 
will not make it 24. Ewell drew . 
favorable mention from the re- 
viewers. 

Known runner-up is Sam Le- 
vene, Until he opened in ‘Three 
Men on a Horse’ he appeared in 
18 consecutive failures. Has 
done alright since then and is 
currently busy on the Coast. 


‘Arsenic’s’ Angels Will 
Share Cost of Play’s 
Ist Anniversary Party 











Backers of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ | 
will pay their share of what it costs 
to throw a party celebrating a year’s 
run of the laugh show at the Fulton. 
Looks like the doings will take place 
Jan. 10. Howard Lindsay, who dis- 
tributed the profit checks to the 


horde having pieces of the hit, men- 
tioned the generosity of the partici- 
pants in an accompanying note. 
Around $40,060 was split as the No- 
vember net, and while that was less 


Contention by the heads of a 
charity organization that money 
charged in addition to the established 
or boxoffice price of shows should 
not be subject to the admission tax 
has been completely upset. Ruling 
by D. S. Bliss, deputy commissioner 
of Internal Revenue in Washington, 
makes that clear. When tickets are 
sold in excess of the regular prices, 
the tax on such increase is 11%, 
while the regular 10% applies on the 
established price. Ticket brokers 
have been collecting the additional 
1% on all sales because their tickets 
are generally sold at 75c. over the 
boxoffice rates. 

Benefit people argued that if they 
buy out a show regularly priced at 
$3.30 and print tickets at $10, the ex- 
cess of $6.70 should not be taxable 
because it should be regarded as a 
donation. Tax officials declined to 
accept that idea and ruled that what- 
ever the price charged for tickets the 
total shall be classed as the cost of 
admission. That upset an earlier 
communication, which suggested the 
excess might be classed as donations 
if it could be clearly established as 
such. At that time it was regarded 
as too vague to become an estab- 
lished custom. 

The 11% levy has been in opera- 
tion for more than a year among 
agencies. A pair of lower floor 
tickets for a $3.3° top show can cost 
the patron $8.27, the boxoffice price 
being $6.60, plus $1.50 (75c. premium 
per ticket), plus 17c., which is the 





than the previous month, it wag 
pointed out monthly melons are only 
for the elite. 


So the ‘Arsenic’ angels have it fig- 


! ured out that they’ll be partly hosts 
Buck Crouse ex- | 


and partly guests. 
plains that only every other drink 
will be on the house so far as the 


| backers are concerned. 


It now comes out that there are 
23 persons in on ‘Arsenic,’* which 
caused some disquietude among the 
backers, who feared maybe the main 
guys were lousey accountants. The 
two others, or spares, say it isn’t so 
and that Lindsay and Crouse put it 
on the line regularly. 


Ticket Case Ready 


When the proceedings designed to 
test the legality of New York’s stat- 
ute, known as the Mitchell bill, lim- 
iting all tickets sold by agencies at 
75c. over the box office price, was 
called in the N. Y. Supreme Court 
Monday (8) it was marked ready. 
There were a series of postpone- 








tax on the premium. Cost of a pair 


| tickets regularly priced at $4.40 each, 
| actually could be $10.47. 


Another theatre party or benefit 
| ruling is that when a charity organi- 
| zation buys out the house at a fixed 
sum, that money is not subject to 
| tax, nor is the theatre responsible, 
‘but the organization selling the 
| tickets must collect the tax of 10%. 
| Or, if it sells tickets at an excess, 
| 11% applies to that percentage of the 
takings. If organizations purchase a 
| block of tickets for benefit purposes, 

they must pay the tax to the theatre, 
which is responsible to the collector. 





Cantor to Keep 


Banjo on Road 
Til Its Ready 


Eddie Cantor and the Warner 





ments that started last season. Hear- 
ing may start next Monday (15). 
William A. Hyman, counsel for | 
the Associated Theatre Ticket Agen- | 
cies, plaintiffs in the action, was said | 
to be occupied by another action in| 
the Bronx, reason for further delay. | 
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| Bros., who have some $170,000 thus 


‘Banjo Eyes,’ currently in 
Philadelphia on its pre-Broadway 
breakin, are going to keep the stage 
musical out until Cantor feels it ‘can 
compete. The comedian star-pro- 
ducer is the first to concede the cur- 


far in 


|rently tough Broadway competition 
| and general high standards, and he’s 
|not going to risk lukewarm recep- 


tion when, by possibly going to 
Pittsburgh or even another key city 
like Cleveland, after the Philly run, 


| he can whip it into shape. 


The show is playing much more 
smoothly, but admittedly it needs a 
couple of highlights. Tony De Marco 
and his new partner, Sally Craven, 
who have cafe doubling privileges 
in their deal with Cantor, may bow 


| out, although holding a run-of-the- 


play contract. 
cialty may 


Another colored spe- 
augment Bill Bailey. 


| Romo Vincent, like the De Marcos, 
| seems wasted and may go out, but 
| Lionel Stander 
| signment. 


looks set in his as- 


Cantor wants a boff girl singer on 
the Dinah Shore pattern and, for a 
rhumba fantasy sequence, he wants 
some highlight terper. Mary Jeanne, 
from the American Ballet, is being 
mentioned. Estelita, at the Copa- 
cabana, N. Y., might have fitted, but 
she’s set on a Metro picture deal. 
Ann Graham, from the ensemble, 
now does the vocals. 


Harold Adamson has added a new 
song, ‘We’re Going to Have a Baby 
(My Baby and Me)’. Vernon Duke 
and John Latouche, the _ score 
writers, have since switched into 
working on the new Jessie Matthews 
musical, ‘A Lady Comes Across,’ 
breaking-in in New Haven this week, 
Albert Lewis, the presenter, and 
Hassard Short, who staged, have 
| been working all the time on re- 
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Equity Members Get Copies of Anti-Ism | 
Amendment; Schedule Vote on Jan. 9 


+ 





Copies of the endorsed anti-ism 
amendment to Equity’s constitution 
have been mailed to the Equity mem- 





| Talu, Recuperating in A.C.,' 


‘Anxious to Resume ‘Clash’ 





bership and will be voted on at the, PRC sa 
next quarterly meeting, Jan. 9. Re-| ——— City, 7: 9. 
gardless of whether it is accepted by; Tallulah Bankhead, recuperating 


those attending, indications are that} 


the amendment will go to referen- | 
dum for final disposition. Measure 
was okayed by that means recently, 
but that action did not make it part 
of the constitution. 

Part of the membership does not) 
think it important that the amend-| 
ment be adopted, at least at this! 
time, so that the vote is bound to be | 
split. Anticipated that 750 seniors in| 
good standing will not be present at| 
the meeting to make the amendment | 
official, and, under Equity’s rules, | 
the council can adopt or reject, al- 
though it is doubtful that that body 
would go against the majority, al-| 
though that has happened before in| 
this situation. 

If the amendment is voted affirma- | 
tively at the meeting, 100 members | 
opposed can force an amendment 
vote by petition. Should the measure 
be nixed, 100 of those in favor of the’! 
amendment have a similar right to 
petition for referendum. Vote of 
two-thirds present at the meeting is 
necessary to adopt, while a simple 
majority applies to referendums. 

Amendment names as objectionable 
the Communist party, National So- 
cialists (Nazis) and Fascists, and any 
allied groups which have policies ‘in- 
imical to and conflicting with the 
best interests of this association 
(Equity ).’ If any officer or employee 
of Equity does not leave such groups 
within 30 days after warning by 
council, upon a two-thirds vote he 
shall be subject to ouster or disci- 
pline. 

The term ‘sympathizer’ is not spe-| 
cifically mentioned, but a relative) 
clause includes: ‘Any person who! 
publicly, knowingly, or willfully ad-| 
vocates, advises, teaches, or abets | 
the doctrine, duty, necessity or de- 
sirability of overthrowing the gov- 
ernment of the United States. . .by 
force, violence or unlawful means.’ 

Should any officer be ousted by the 
eouncil, he shall have the right to ap- 
peal to the association, presumably at 
one of its general meetings. That 
section sets forth that persons ‘may 
be removed or otherwise disciplined 
for cause appearing sufficient to the 
council after charges have been pre- 
ferred in writing and after a hearing 
on which at least seven days notice 
has been given.’ 


‘Sunny River’ May 
Result in Curb On 
Long Rehearsals 


Rehearsals of Max Gordon’s ‘Sun- 
ny River,’ which opened at the St. 
James, N. Y., last Thursday (4), were 
high-pressured to such an extent 
that there may be repercussions. 
Operetta tried out for three days at 
New Haven, then brought back to 
N. Y. for finishing touches. John 
Murray Anderson was called in and | 
although on the job but three days, | 
is programmed as having supervised | 
the production. Because of his ac- | 
tivities, premiere was put back one | 
night. 

Company rehearsed through | 
Wednesday (3) night, players being 
dismissed at five a.m., but called for 
a dress rehearsal at one o'clock the 
same afternoon. The audience con-| 
sisted of players in other shows pro- 
duced by Gordon. The afternoon 
performance was considered unusual 
for a musical. At intermission of the 
debut showing, Muriel Angelus, 














show’s prima donna, almost passed | 


out from fatigue. 

Equity limits the hours of rehears- 
al except for the week prior to 
opening. When actors are kept at it 
for extended periods- Equity may 
take action upon complaint of those 
rehearsed to the limit of endurance. 
The actors appear to have been too 
tired to file complaint day after the 
opening, but it is indicated that some 
way will be sought to prevent simi- 
lar conditions. Equity cannot revise 
rehearsal rules, having recently en- 
tered into a two-year agreement not 
to change regulations during that 
term. 


| cluded 


here at Hotel Traymore, following | 
severe attack of pneumonia, said | 
last week she was ‘still a bit wobbly, | 


but terribly anxious to get back ‘on | 


the stage again.’ Miss Bankhead | 


was stricken the night she opened 
Clifford Odet's play, ‘Clash By 
Night,’ in Philadelphia three weeks 
ago and since that time had been 
confined to Mount Sinai hospital. 
Upon being discharged from there 
Saturday (6), she came to this re- 
sort to rest. 

Miss Bankhead added that she will 
return to N.Y. in about two weeks, 
if improvement continues, to re- 
hearse the play for its opening Dec. 
27 at the Belasco, N.Y. 

Because of Miss Bankhead's ill- 
ness, Billy Rose has cancelled the 
resumption of ‘Clash’ in Philly start- 
ing Dec. 15. 


Wells Hawks Dies 
At 71; Was Noted 
As Show Biz P.A. 


Wells Hawks, 71, whose boast was 
that he had been a press agent for 
everything from ‘elephants to battle- 
ships’ (which was literally true), died 
in the U. S. Navy’s sanitarium, Pine- 
hurst, at Pomona, N., Y., Dec. 4. From 


the turn of the century until the mid- 
twenties, Hawks was an outstanding | 
figure as press representative for 
numerous theatrical and film enter- 
prises, High point in his career was 
an appointment as lieutenant com- 
mander in the Navy, assigned to 
public relations during the first 
World War. 


Hawks’ earliest training was 
newspaper work, and for a _ short 
period he was editor of the Baltimore 
Herald. The theatre, however, ap- 
pealed to him and he became man-| 
ager of the Academy of Music in that | 
city. He attracted the attention of) 
Charles Frohman through the un-| 
usual use of publicity channels he 
had developed in Baltimore. Froh-!| 
man induced him to come to New} 
York to handle national press rela- | 
| tions for his numerous stars and at-| 
tractions. 











in | 


Cultivated Newspapers 
Hawks generally is credited as 
being one of the first theatrical press | 
agents to thoroughly cultivate the | 
newspaper field for promotional pur- 


poses. Most expenditures by man-! 
agers was in outdoor billing, an 


adaptation of circus ballyhoo. Hawks | 
encouraged the use of newspaper ad- | 
vertising space for his shows. In half | 
a dozen seasons on tour he brought | 
newspapermen into close association | 
with theatre people., He was among! 
the first showmen to develop and| 
modernize the use of expensive cuts | 
and photographs for theatre sections | 
of the newspapers. 





Major enterprises he promoted in- 
the New York Hippodrome, | 
where he established headquarters 
for visiting out-of-town newspaper- | 


men and their families; Luna Park, | 
at Coney Island, and Ringling Bros. | 
and Barnum & Bailey Circus. He} 


| was connected also with the publicity 
department of the Metropolitan 
Opera House, and for a short time} 
| Was personal representative for Mary 
| Pickford. 

Failed Navy Physical Exam 


| Hawks’ term of service with the| 
| Navy in charge of press relations | 
during the war was punctuated with | 
; many incidents of effective promo- 
| tion quite in contrast to the tradi- 
| tional conservatism of the fleet. 
| Never one who went in for physical 
| culture, Hawks was reported to have 
_ failed in every physical qualification | 
| for active duty. Notwithstanding, his 
| papers were hustled through. Presi- 
| dent Wilson, according to report, cut 
|the red-tape. Hawks substantiated 
| the account of his enlistment and 

commission by pointing to his selec- 

tion as a member of the President's 





| Paris with a purse raised by 


| at the c 
| the former, Ethel Levey, 


i numbe1 





Plays on Broadway | 








SUNNY RIVER 


Operetta in two acts presented at the St. 


James, N. Y., Dec. 4, ‘41 by Max Gordon; 
book and lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein, 
“nd: music by Sigmund Romberg; staged 
by Hammerstein; supervised by John Mur- 


ray Anderson; dances by Carl Randall; 
settings by Stewart Chaney; costumes de- 
signed by Irene Sharaff; $3.50 top. 

Carot Henee 


Children,...ccccesses John Shepherd 
{Edwin Bruce Moldow 
Old HON ccccccccccccendsccns Richard Huey 
Aristid@...cccccecs cease Oscar Polk 
Gabriel Gervais...eesee++4 Ainsworth Arnold 
Mother Gervals..cccccsccccseccsreck¥y¥ Scots 
Jean Gervala...ccccccccessers Bob Lawrence 
Fi. opeccsceadovvesiseoeeoiecses Donald Clark 
FIGSTry cc cccccecscvccsegecess George Holmes 
ELE EP RAS Gordon Dilworth 
BEMIMB. cccccccccrecscevees ...- Vicki Charles 
en WPT ET TT CCTTEP ETT Ethel Levey 
George Marshall.......+++. Dudley Clements 
Judge Pepe Martineau..... Frederic Persson 
Marie Sauvinet......-eeeee> Muriel Angelus 
Daniel Marshall......-eeeeeeeees Tom Ewell 
Cecilie Marshall......essceeess Hielen Claire 
Watchman. ..-s.cccecccscesess Byron Milligan 
Madeleine Caress@......seee eee Joan Roberts 
DHaAPUNE.. oc ccccccccsscsescece Peggy Alexander 
Harlequin. ..ceseccesereeeeeceeeres Jack Riano 
Columbine. ......¢+¢ eeeesss-Mirlam LeVelle 
Achille Caresse.....eeeeess- Willlam O'Neal 
Drunk......eeeeee weerceece Howard Freeman 
The DoctOr..cccccessesesecs Kenneth Tobey 





A little more time for preparation 
might have made ‘Sunny River’ a 
better show, and while it is question- 
able whether New York will support 
the familiar type of musical called 
operetta as it formerly did, new en- 
trant should do fairly well. 

‘River’ possesses the best warbling 
of any musical in years. It has a 
lively second act that nearly equal- 
izes the drag of the first portion. 
Seems to have a fair content of scor- 
ing comedy, too. Comparatively 
new faces and voices head the cast. 
Costuming is colorful, settings cer- 
tainly adequate, so if the show does 
not get across the fault is hardly on 
the production end. First act should 
have been cut 15 minutes. 


Story is localled in New Orleans, 
which was its title when ‘River’ was 
presented outdoors in St. Louis last 
summer. Dated 1806-'15, but the fact 
that it is a costume show should not 
be a mitigating factor. It tells of ro- 
mance, one which is never consum- 
mated barause of trickery by the girl 
the hero married. He is killed in 
the battle of New Orleans and the 
show ends on the sombre side, which 
is unusual for oreetta. 

Jean Gervais, progressive son of an 
aristocratic family of French origin, 
falls in love with Marie Sauvinet, 
singer in the establishment of Lo- 


| lita. where fastidious males may im- 


bibe, gamble or perhaps select 
comely creole. Marie, however, is 
unsullied and Jean selects her in 
preference to Cecilie, daughter of his 


boss, an attorney. 


It is Cecilie who interrupts the ro- 
mance, lying to Marie of an affair 
with Jean. Marie abruptly departs for 
the 
bloods opposed to the love match. 
Returning after five years,-she is the 
star of an opera company. Jean and 
Marie are about to resume the ro- 
mance that never ended, although 
he is wed to Cecilie, but she again 
comes between them, it being indi- 
cated she is to bear a child. The two 
women meet five years later, one a 
sorrowing widow and the other still 
a star of the opera. 

No finer feminins voice outside the 
operatie stage has been heard on the 
stage than that displayed by Muriel 
Angelus. who charmed despite the 
strain of excessive reheorsals on the 
eve of the premiere. Miss Angelus 
from England and she appeared 
first in ‘The Boys From Syracuse,’ 
but that score had little opportunity 
for such a warbler. Fer a couple of 


a 


is 


sensons she was In Hollywood. 
Teamed on the vocal end is Bob 
Lawrence, sterling baritone. He also 


some attention in ‘Syra- 
‘Jumbo.’ He lands with 


attracted 
cuse’ and 


‘My Girl and I,’ at one reprise get- | direct line, with all the action cen-| Jo 


ting a rousing hand. Miss Angelus’ 
top number is ‘Call It a Dream’? 
Their standout duets are ‘Along the 
Winding Road’ and ‘Let Me Live To- 
day.” 

Atmospheric scenes are the patio 
and a reception hall. In 
who was in 
delivers the 
with an en- 


at 
aie 


the St. 


Louis showing, 
‘Sunny River’ 


semble background, and first-night- | 


ers greeted her warmly, it being a 
reappearance on Broadway after 
many seasons. Another back on the 


main stem after years in Australia is 


| William O'Neal, whose part isn’t big 


well vocalizing 
too, is of the St. 


but who does very 
‘Duello” O'Neal, 
Louis lineup. 
Most of the comedy comes from 
Tom Ewell, who has had plenty of 
narts but no chance such as in 
‘River.’ Playing a lad who sows his 
first wild oats and then goes on to be 
a youne man about town, Ewell is 
fenuinelv funny. Whatever the out- 
come of the engagement, his work in 
‘River’ putS him in the limelight as 





Own peace party aboard the George 
Washington. 

He was author of numerous short 
stories and wrote a series of circus 
yarns entitled ‘Red Wagons.’ He also 
wrecte a book of mountain stories en- 
titled ‘Moonshine Strategy’ and was 
one of the founders of the Friars. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 





dramatized it. 


derfer has become one of the most 


makes numerous trips to New York 


day). 


an actor to the very finish. 


victim of throat cancer. 
passing was deeply mourned. 


Max Gordon is interested in five or more shows on Broadway instead of 
four, as previously indicated. Now generally known that Gordon is in on 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ selling out at the Morosco. He has been interested in other 
Coward shows, an arrangement entered into some time ago when Gordon 
was in London, Others are in on ‘Spirit’ in addition to its presenter, John 
C. Wilson, Same goes for those shows with Gordon’s name at tke top: ‘My 
Sister Eileen’ (Biltmore), ‘Land Is Bright’ (Music Box), ‘Miss’ and ‘Sunny 
River’ (opens St. James, Thursday (4). . 

Sally Benson, whos stories in the New Yorker furnished the material 
for ‘Miss,’ sought to buy in on the show. 
to have a rooting interest, as she explained it. 
writer being told there were too many ‘pieces’ around, including Moss 
Hart, who staged ‘Miss,’ and Jerome Chodorov and Joseph Fields, who 


She wanted to invest $1,000 just 
Deal never went through, 





Episcopal Actors Guild held a memorial service for members who died 
during the past year at St. Thomas’ church, Fifth avenue, N. Y., Sunday 
(7). A stirring address was made by Walter Vincent, head of the Actors 
Fund. Others who spoke were Rev. 
Around the Corner, and Rev. Roelif H. Brooks, rector of St. Thomas. 

There were 14 on the deceased list, including Daniel Frohman and Isadore 
Witmark, who belonged to the Guild, but were of the Jewish faith. Other 
professionals memorialized: Hugh Cameron, H. Dudley Frawley, Evange- 
line Irving, Ernest Lawford, William Parke, Ida Waterman, Madge Wood- 
ruff, and F. Howard Schnebbe, a manager. 
Horton, John C, Hughes, John R. Strong and Dr. Alfonso Castelli. 


Randolph Ray, of the Little Church 


Lay members: Mrs. John B, 





Robert Sensenderfer, drama critic for the Philadelphia Evening Bulle- 
tin, doubles in that assignment and as the paper’s sports editor. 


Sensen- 
itinerant critics in the country, fre- 


quently going to Baltimore, Washington or other eastern cities to see try- 
outs not scheduled fer pre-Broadway engagements in Philly. 


He also 
to see shows on his day off (Thurs- 


He has an extensive theatrical library and collection, which legit 
press agents occasionally consult for background. material. 





Hugh Cameron, a leading legit comedian who died recentiy, remained 
He was chatting with friends in the living 
room of his apartment, then excused himself, bowing out backward as 
though leaving the stage before an applauding audience. 

Cameron then went to his bedroom and literally choked to death, a 
He was popular in the Lambs Club, where his 





Production cost of ‘Hope for a Harvest,’ Guild, N. Y., is said to have been 
virtually earned back before the show opened on Broadway. Drama played 
out of town last spring and again before coming to town. 

Business was consistently strong and the Guild figured it had a standout 
until given lukewarm notices by the metropoiltan critics. 
may figure in ‘Hope’ making a good showing. 


Word-of-mouth 





a comic. He also was in the outdoor 
outfit, as were Helen Claire, good as 
Cecilie, and Howard Freeman, who 
plays a stew. One of the lighter and 
enjoyable parts is nicely handled by 
Vicki Charles as a p¢ tty minx. Os- 
car Polk, colored comic, is okay per 
usual. Ibee. 


ANGEL STREET 


Melodrama in three acts by Patrick Ham- 


{lton. Staged by Shepard Traube; setting 
and costumes by Lemuel Ayers. Presented 
by Shepard Traube, tn association with 
Alexander H. Cohen, at John Golden the- 
atre, N. Y., Dec. 5, '41; $3.80 top ($4.40 
opening) 

Mrs. Manningham........... Judith Evelyn 
Mr. Manningham. .cecccceses Vincent Price 
MOT is cvievde coabuss esses HMlizabeth Bustis 
| rae Florence Edney 
PONS ceed cveeeevbseebenee ce Leo G. Carroll 


Having finaliy gotten to Broadway, 
Patrick Hamilton’s London scalp- 
tingler should have a profitable stay, 
Terror-melodrama was originally 
| called ‘Gaslight’ and was strawhat- 
| tested a couple of years ago at Sara- 
itoga, N. Y. It was later presented at 
ithe Hollywood Playhouse, where 
|Shepard Traube saw it. Latter gave 
|up a directing stint at RKO to pro- 
duce (in association with Alexander 
|\H. Cohen) and stage the play on 
Broadway. 
several times, finally 
| present ‘Angel Street.’ 

Show is a simple one, both as to 
script and production. It has a 
straight-forward plot, only five char- 
acters and a single setting. All those 
jaspects add immeasurably to the 
|play’s chances. Story sticks to a 








choosing the 


| tered on the key characters and the 
| audience compulsion built on the 
{basic situation. From a_ business 
| standpoint, the small cast and single 
|setting permit a modest nut and, with 
lany kind of:-a gros 
| gin of profit 

| Yarn deals with 


a homicidal 


|/maniac who, having murdered an old | 


jlady philanthropist 15 years before, 
has returned to the same house under 
a different name. He is bigamously 
married and, under the guise of kind- 
ness, is driving his wife to distrac- 
tion and insanity. Into this situation 


dence on the killer and effects his 
capture. 

Despite such slim story material, 
all this is projected with a curiously 
menacing concentration of suspense. 
Although the explanation is revealed 
almost from the first, there is until 
just before the end a disquieting pos- 
sibility that the apparent detective 
may actually be another maniac, or 
at least an accomplice. And while 
the ending is apparent long in ad- 
vance, there is a stunningly effective 
hysteria scene by the wife at the 
curtain, 

Show’s undoubted click is more 
than anything else a personal tri- 
umph for producer-director Traube, 
as the script was available for several 
seasons and was, in fact, read and 
turned down by a number of Broad- 
way managements, But more than 





He also changed the title | 


;; a handsome mar-| 


enters a whimsical, rather eccentric | 
detective who uncovers the vital evi-| 


that, Traube’s staging is a vital factor 
in the play's slow crescendo of tere 
ror, It seems over-deliberate at times 
and at others lacks pacing, but in 
Lemuel Ayers’ gloomy setting and 
with Feder's atmosphere-creative 
lighting, the performance builds a 
wealth of intangible detail into a 
gripping climax. 

Individual performances are li..e- 
wise enormously helpful. Judith 
Evelyn, making her Broadway debut 
after appearing extensively in Lon- 
don and doing this same play at the 
Hollywood Playhouse, scores a solid 
personal success in the exhausting 
part af the frightened-to-a-frenzy 
wife. Vincent Price in the restricted 
role of the handsome fiend, is quietly 
and expertly sinister, while Leo G. 
Carroll gives one of his most engag- 
ing performances in the rewarding 
part of the detective. Florence Edney 
underscores the integrity of the loyal 
maid, and Elizabeth Eustis is plau- 
|sible as a strumpetish serving girl. 

As the first engrossing thriller- 
| melodrama since ‘Ladies in Retire- 
iment,’ and one of the most authentic 
audience-scarers since ‘Kind Lady,’ 
the show should fill a definite niche 
on Broadway. It's also a natural for 








| touring and offers possibilities for 
| Holly wood Hobe. 
| OLDEN WING 
| Melodrar in three acts presented at the 
Cort. N. Y., Dec. 8, ’41, by Robert Miltor 
| Written by William Jay and Guy Bolton; 
t \ ilton; setting by Watson Bare 
| Us Se Oa bas SER een eneesd Marg ste Y yn 
| FORME eo eeecceesesbocesevere \ il rile # S* rt 
eds ne 06600 6606006600 606% e Lowell Gil e 
} v8 Tree eee Te ee Cathleen C a}? 
PEW: 500s 8eedea sede eesanes Kidmond St : 
lime da SEC OCTET re oer Hughie ¢ n 
SL COT ee na Peter 1 ny 
MUCK Ti canut ise t kc: Will n !} 
Normar .Gerald S 

Rex Lio G I 
} Tom esathavadeson tes G on O 
Judith rT 
Kay Vv 
Wing-Commans Forbes.....Evan 17 

Hint R ..William P 
| Dillon. ~~ . J V Au 
ere ee ee M 


Under the title ‘R.A.F.’, this play 


was mentioned for presentation by 
several showmen. They let it slide 
to Robert Milton and are probably 


luckier than he, for ‘Golden Wings’ 
is too mild a melodrama for Broad- 
way, even though it has to do with 
fiyers in Britain’s Royal Air Force. 

Play is set in the lounge of a ser- 
vice club, close to an airport, and, 
while there is an offstage bar, there 
is little over-indulgence. Authors alm 
for romance rather than the limited 
diversions that are more probably the 
lot of the R.A.F. One has his wife 
around, another's fiancee, Kay, turns 
up, and also Judith, girl flyer in the 
ferry service, who becomes the cause 
of several ructions. 

Flight Lieutenant Rex figures Kay 
doesn’t much care anymore and goes 
on the make for Judith, whom pilot 
officer Tom saw first. Rex and 
Judith go off for a night at the town 
tavern and then the flyer goes on a 
bombing expedition and is believed 





(Continued on page 52) 
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Chi Looks to New Year's for Full Legit 
Sked; ‘Purchase’ $26,500, Tops B.0.s 








Chicago, Dee. 9. 

Come New Year’s and all of the 
theatres in town are slated to be oc- 
cupied. Blackstone, which hasn't 
had anything since its smash with 
‘Life With Father,’ gets its first show 
of the season on Dec. 29, when Al- 
fred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne return 
to town for another showing of 
‘There Shall Be No Night.’ 

Grand Opera House, currently 
dark. after two weeks of ‘Blossom 
Time.’ will relight on Dec. 25 with 
‘Student Prince.’ On Dec. 22 the 
Harris will get ‘Papa Is All.’ 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Blossom Time,’ Grand Opera 
House (2d final week) (1,200; $2.75). | 
Annual showing of this operetta is | 
now over, and went out softly at 
$7,000 for final session. 

‘Claudia,’ Selwyn (12th week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Smash dramatic en- 
try of the season; came through with 
$12,500 last week. 


‘Louisiana Purchase,’ Erlanger (8th | 
week) (1,400; $3.85). Walloped back 
into the big-time coin last week, 
hitting practically capacity at 
$26,500. 

‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ Harris (4th 
and final week) (1,000; $2.75). 


Scrammed after a mild four-weeker, 
taking down $6,500 for windup. 
‘Native Son,’ Studebaker (4th 
week) (1,300; $2.20). Mixed cast 
drama dipped to $7,000, but figures 
to keep going. 
‘Village Green,’ 
(3d and final week) 


Great Northern 
(1,300; $1.65). 


First stock try was weak and 
finished at $3,000, but company will 
keep trying, opening last night 


(Monday) with ‘Let’s Have a Baby.’ 


RIVALS’ $14,000, BELOW 
EXPECTATIONS IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 9. 
Theatre Guild’s revival of ‘The 
Rivals’ failed to come up to expecta- 
tions here at Nixon last week, fall- 





vv 


Cornell Smash $23,700 
In SF: ‘Patricia,’ $6,000 


San Francisco, Dec. 9. 

Early flood of Yule shopping isn’t 
helping the legiters. Despite ex- 
cellent word of mouth, Henry Duffy’s 
world preem of ‘Patricia’ is only fair 
at the Alcazar. Ditto the debut of 
light opera at the Tivoli. 

Katharine Cornell got a great take 
iit her first week here. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Patricia,’ Alcazar (1,390; $1.50). 
Dorothy Stone, Charles Collins and 
Jed Prouty drew raves in this ver- 
sion of ‘The Patsy’ with songs, but 





| first week drew only mild $6,000. 


‘The Firefly,’ Tivoli (1,700; $2.75). 
Relighting of the old Tivoli Opera 
House with Rosemarie Brancato top- 
ping was a plush event, but opening 
week just fair at $8,000. 

‘Doctor’s Dilemma,’ Curran (1,286; 
$3.30). First week of Katherine 
Cornell drew terrific $23,700. 





Current Road Shows 


(Dec. 10-20) 





‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Erich von 
Stroheim)—-Nixon, Pittsburgh (10- 
20). 

‘Banjo Eyes’ (Eddie Cantor)—For- 
rest, Philadelphia (10-20). 

‘Blossom Time’ — American, St. 
Louis (10-13); English, Indianapolis 
(15-17). 

‘Claudia’ (Lila Lee) —- Selwyn, 
Chicago (10-20). 

‘Claudia’ — Park, Youngstown, O. 
(10); Shea’s, Bradford, Pa. (11); 
Shea's, Jamestown, N. Y. (12); 
Shea’s, Erie, Pa. (13); Aud., Roches- 





ing way below biz it did in three | 
previous road stops. Playing at $2.75 | 
top, show got only a little better than | 
estimated $14,000, quite a disappoint- | 
ment considering fact that it had al- 
most $10,000 in subscription coin be- | 
fore the curtain went up. 

Aside from the two matinees, win- 
dow sale for the most part was 
negligible. Notices can’t be blamed, 
for, while they were lukewarm for 
the show itself, local crix went over- 
board in hailing Bobby Clark’s as 
one of the prize comedy perform- 
ances of any season. 

Nixon currently has ‘Arsenic and | 
Old Lace’ for two weeks, first of | 
which is on subscription, 





Horton’s ‘Henry’ Returns 


To L.A; ‘Down’ $6,000: 


Hollywood, Dee. 9. 

On the wave of a good press and 
with professional pals rallying round 
as numerous as his fans, Edward 
Everett Horton opened (4) at the El 
Capitan in his old reliable ‘Spring- 
time for Henry’ and has been stow- 
ing them in since. Run is sched- 
uled till New Year’s Day. After- 
ward carpenters and decorators take 
over to convert the house into an- 
other first-run screener for Para- 
mount. 


‘They Can’t Get You Down,’ musi- | 


cal in its seventh week at the Mu- 
sic Box, feeling the pinch of the 
holiday shopping during 
hours, managed approximately light- 
weight $6,000. 


Lunts Still Cleaning Up, 
4 Texas Towns $23,200 


The Lunts continued their cleanup 
tour in “There Shall Be No Night’ 
last week, playing four Texas stands 
for an eight-performance gross of 
$23,200. Dates were Dallas, Ft. 
Worth, Austin and San Antonio. Bulk 


of the takings were drawn in Dallas | 
where ‘Night’ was played four per- 


formances. 

Highest take for one time was at 
San Antonio, where $5,200 was gar- 
nered. 


G. & S. $6,500 in N. H. 


New Haven, Dec. 9. 
Gilbert and Sullivan troupe hit 
town with four performances of 
repertory last weekend (4-6). Slow 





Start built to big finale, final score | 


being an approximate $6,590; fair. 
Shubert this week gets preem of 
the George Hale musical, ‘Lady 


Comes Across,’ then goes dark, ex- | 


cept for Sunday band-vaude, 
Xmas night, when ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
is in for three days. 


| 
| 


evening | 


till | 


ter, N. Y. (15-17); Strand, Ithaca, 
N. Y. (18). 

‘Doctor’s Dilemma’ (Katharine 
Cornell) — Curran, San Francisco 
(10-20). 

Gilbert and Sullivan — Ford's, | 
Baltimore (10-13); National,’ Wash- 
ington (15-20). 

‘Hellzapoppin’ — Cass, Detroit 
(10-13); Ohio, Lima, O. (15); Vir- 


ginia, Wheeling, W. Va. (16-17). 
‘Lady Comes Across’ (Jessie Mat- 
thews) — Shubert, New Haven (11- 
13); Shubert, Boston (15-20). 
‘Letters to Lucerne’ — Plymouth, 
Boston (10-20). 
‘Life with Father’ (Margalo Gill- 


more, Percy Waram)—Taft Aud., 
Cincinnati (10-13); Mem. Aud, 
Louisville (15-16); Indiana Univ., 


Bloomington, Ind. (17); So. Illinois 
Normal Univ., Carbondale, Ill. (18); 
Coliseum, Evansville, Ind. (19). 
‘Life with Father’ (Dorothy Gish, 
Louis Calhern) — State, Winston- 


Salem, N. C. (10); National, Greens- | 
| boro, N. C. (11); Carolina, Durham, 


N. C. (12); State, Raleigh, N. C. 
(13); Palmetto, Columbia, S. C. (15); 
Carolina, Greenville, §S. C. (16); 
C 
C 


~ 


arolina, Spartanburg, S. €. (17); 
arolina, Charlotte, S. C. (18); Plaza, 
Asheville, N. C. (19). 

‘Louisiana Purchase’ (Victor 
Moore, William Gaxton) — Erlanger, 
| Chicago (10-20). 

Mr. and Mrs. North’ — Davidson, 





Milwaukee (10-13). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ — Virginia, 
Champaigne, Ill. (10); Coronado, 


| Rockford, Ill. (11); Parkway, Madi- 
|son, Wis. (12-13); Lyceum, Min- 
neapolis (15-16); Aud., St. Paul (17). 
| ‘Native Son’ — Studebaker, Chi- 
cago (10-20). 
‘Pal Joey’ — Shubert, Boston (10- 
| 39). 


| ‘Papa Is All’ — Wilbur, Boston 
| (10-20). 
| ‘Pie in the Sky’—Playhouse, Wil- 
| mington, Del. (19-20). 

‘Rivals’ (Mary Boland, Walte: 
Hampden, Bobby Clark) — Royal 
Alexandra, Toronto (10-13); Cass, | 
Detroit (15-20). 


‘Separate Rooms’ (Alan Dinehart, 


Lyle Talbot) —— Lafayette, Detroit 
(10-13); Cox, Cincinnati (15-20). 
‘Springtime for Henry’ (Edward 


Everett Horton)—El Capitan, Holly- 
wood (10-20). 

‘Student Prince’ National, 
Washington (10-13); Royal Alexan- 
dra, Toronto (15-20). 

‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Al- 
fred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne)—Shrine, 
Oklahoma City (10-11); Forum, 
Wichita, Kans. (12); Mun. Aud. 
| Kansas City, Mo. (13); Orpheum, 
| Sioux City, Ia. (15); Coliseum, Sioux 
Falls, S. D. (16); Aud., Rochester, 
| Minn. (18-19). 
| ‘They Can’t Get You Down’-—Mu- 
sic Box, Hollywood (10-20). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
English, Indianapolis (10-13); Ameri- 
can, St. Louis (15-20). 





| garnered 


Hellz,’ $18,000, Grosses 
Half Initial Cincy Take 


Cincinnati, Dec. 9. 
‘Hellzapoppin’ fetched approxi- 
mately $18,000 last week at the 2,500- 
seat Taft at $2.75 top, doing seven 





night performances and two mati- 
nees. Take, while okay, was below 
expectations. Same troupe grossed 


around $36,000 in the Taft last 
February for a Cincy record. Top 
then was $3.30. 

Show had opposish in the last half 
from the Ballet Russe de Monte 
Carlo, linked with the Cincy Sym- 
phony, which pulled approximately 


$20,000 for four performances in 
Music Hall at $3.30 top. 
‘Life with Father,’ with Percy 


Waram and Margalo Gillmore, in the 
Taft this week at $2.83 top. 


JOEY 316,000, 
NICE IN BOSTON 





Boston, Dec. 9. 
‘Pal Joey’ and ‘Papa Is All’ have 
the town to themselves and both 
found it attractive to stay on one 


is n.s.h., but the reviewers wrote 
through rose-colored typewriter rib- 
bons and the public is buying seats. 
‘Papa Is All’ got good word all 
around, but the trade is a bit dis- 
appointing. 

‘Letters to Lucerne,’ new play pre- 
sented by Dwight Wiman, preemed 
here Monday (8). 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘Pal Joey,’ Shubert (lst week) 
(1,600; $3.30). Will play one more 
frame here before moving on to 
Washington. Garnered over $16,000 
for the initial week, pretty good. 

‘Papa Is All,’ Wilbur (2nd week) 
1,227; $2.75). Not big, but 12,500 
for second week was satisfactory. 
Should do better after it has run a 
season on Broadway. Chief repellant 
to the show-shopping. public seems 
to be the title. 


‘Claudia’ $12,000, Hit By 


Pre-Xmas Lull in Cleve. 








Cleveland, Dec. 9. 

Just a fairly satisfactory  esti- 
mated $12,000 was nailed by ‘Clau- 
dia,’ the Elaine Ellis-Mabel Talia- 
ferro company, which ran irto pre- 
Xmas lull at the Hanna that cut at- 
tendance down about 25% last week. 
Eight performances were scaled at 
$2.50 top. 

House also bothered by looming 
scarcity of shows, which may create 
some dark weeks later this month 
and in January. Current is ‘Danso- | 
pation,’ by Veloz and Yolanda. 


Prince’ OK $12,500 
In 1st Wash. Week| 





Washington, Dec. 9. | 
Shubert’s touring ‘Student Prince’ | 
approximately $12,500, | 
about same as when here last spring, | 
in first of two scheduled weeks at 








National. House scaled low, 55c to 
$2.20 
.20. 3 
‘Prince’ is to be followed by week 
of repertory by Gilbert & Sullivan 
Opera Co., starting Monday (15). 


‘Rooms’ 956 in Det. 


Detroit, Dec. 9. 
Two houses are back in operation 


| here, with ‘Separate Rooms’ going a 


| 
second week 


ette and ‘Hellzapoppin’ moved into 
the Cass (7). 

Action wasn’t any too strong in 
the first week at the Lafayette, but 
| ‘Separate Rooms’ rolled in approxi- 
mately $9,500 at a $2.20 top. 


‘Dinner’ $11,700 in Seattle 


Seattle, Dec. 9. 
Again Seattle proved that good 
legit goes good in this burg. Advance 
sale was a trifle slow, but ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner’ got such good 
word-of-mouth that biz kept build- 
ing. 


politan, with the week’s gross esti- 
mated good $11,700. 


' ‘Admiral’ N.G. 3!4G, Balto 


Baltimore, Dec. 9. 








‘The Admiral Had a Wife’ got in | Wednesday matinee switched to Sun- 
a pre-Broadway week under its belt | day; estimated topping $41,000; $8.80 | 


at Ford’s here last week and took 
a lambasting from the local crix. 
Garnered approximately poor $3,500 
at $2.22 top in 1,900-seater. 

Current at Ford’s is Gilbert & Sul- 
livan company sponsored by the 
Shuberts. 





extra week. Word-of-mouth on ‘Joey’ | 


| (M-1,450; $4.40). 


| $13,200, 


at the Shubert-Lafay- | 


Top was $2.88 at 1,500-seat Metro- | 


‘Sons $41,000, New B'way Leader; 
Pre-Xinas Slump Cuts the Grosses, 


Kickers’ $17,500, ‘Hattie’ $20,000 





Pre-Xmas drop continued last 
week and musical competition will 
chase two or more such shows off the 
list. ‘Sons o’ Fun’ is new top grosser; 
‘Angel Street’ won strong notices; 
‘Sunny River’ got weak press, but 
may have chance. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (D-789; 
$3.30). Opened Friday (5); accorded 
excellent reviews; surprising be- 





cause, as ‘Gaslight,’ it wasn’t figured 
much in summer tryouts. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(47th week) (CD-938; $3.30). One of 
hits claimed not affected by seasonal 
decline; quoted around $16,000, which 
is close to capacity. 
| ‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore 
(10th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Dipped 
| Slightly at midweek matinee, but 
| gross claimed around $24,000, which 
| iS capacity pace. 

‘Blithe Spirit,” Morosco (5th week) 
| (CD-938; $3.30). Another hit that 
claims continued sell-out attendance; 
again quoted around $18,500. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (43d week) (CD- 
| 712: $3.30). Managed to approxi- 
foo $10,000 again and, unless con- 
| ditions change, engagement is aimed 
| to Washington’s Birthday. 

‘Candle in the Wind,’ Shubert (7th 
week) (D-1,405; $3.30). Rated around 
$12,000, which is further drop in at- 
tendance, but should be popular 
draw among holiday visitors. 

‘Cuckoos on the Hearth,’ Ambassa- 
dor (12th week) (C-1,172; $3.30). 
Will stay for holiday money and 
maybe longer if business holds up 
after New Year’s; $5,000 estimated. 

‘Golden Wings,’ Cort (D-1,064; 
$3.30). Presented by Robert Milton; 
written by William Jay and Guy 
Bolton; first called ‘R.A.F.’; opened 
Monday (8); lukewarm notices. 

‘Hellzapoppin’, Majestic (167th 
week) (R-1,715; $3.30). Dropped to 
around estimated $19,000; winds up 


| 


| 


Saturday (20) next week and goes 
on tour. 
‘High Kickers,’ Broadhurst (5th 


week) (M-1,142; $4.40). Eased off 
again last week and, although there’s 
fair call in agencies, business disap- 
pointed; $17,500. 

‘Hope for a Harvest,’ Guild .2d 
week) (CD-956; $3.30). First full 
week fair; subscription helping, but 
drawing strength will hardly be 
tested until after holidays; satis- 
factory at $10,000, 

‘It Happens om lee,’ Center (3d re- 
peat engagement) (2lst week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Looks like rink revue 
will have another prosperous holiday 
period; has varied somewhat lately, 
but okay at well over $21,500 last 
week. 

‘Junior Miss,” Lyceum (3d week) 
(C-1,004; $3.30). Expected to build 
to capacity; slightly off early part of 
week and parties clip gross some- 
what; excellent money at $14,500, 
however; capacity in last half. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (re- 
sumed) (35th week) (M-1,357; $4.40). 
Just a little off last week, with the 
count almost $28,000; only couple of 
shows getting more money. 

‘Land Is Bright,’ Music Box 





(6th 


week) (D-1,012; $3.85). Has man- 
agement guessing; figured to be 
much better draw than proven so 


far; dipped under $11,000 last week. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (6th week) 
Only such a show 
as ‘Sons 0’ Guns’ could top this sock 
musical, which goes along at capacity 
clip; $34,000. 

‘Life with Father,’ Empire (108th 
week) (CD-1,082; $3.30). Dropped 
bit more than some others; quoted at 
but that’s real money for 
ithis comedy and will bound back 
| with the arrival of holidays. 

Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (50th 
| week) (CD-991; $3.30). Dipped to 
| $9,500; first time under 10G’s since 
|summer; will beat year’s stay; should 
|play through winter. 

| ‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th 

| week) (M-1,347; $4.40). 
|around $20,000, which is around sum- 
mer low; competition and time of 


‘™M y 


St. 


season the answer; due out after | 


New Year’s. 

| ‘Spring Again,’ Miller (4th week) 
(CD-940; $3.30). Has beca getting 
|fairly good grosses: drawn mostly 
|for lower floor; rated around $11,000 
|and should play through winter. 

| ‘Sunny River,’ St. James (1st week) 
| (M-1,520; $3.30). Opened Thursday 
(4) last week; drew mixed notices, 
but business quite encouraging on 
Saturday; around $9,500 in four per- 
formances. 

‘Sons o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (lst 
week) (R-1,519; $4.40). Broadway’s 
new leader: not. sold out at midweek 
|matinee, but capacity at night; 


| first night counted; regular capacity 
| around $38,000. 
‘The Admiral Takes a Wife,’ Cort. 


|Postponed from Saturday to Wednes- 
then put back in- 
definitely when Jap war broke out. 


|day this week; 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ Royale (54th 


(58th | 
Down | 


| 
| 





week) (D-1,047; $3.30). Will lay off 
week before Christmas; then goes to 
the road; dipped under $10,000; has 
fine run recorded. 


‘The Wookey,’ Plymouth (13th 
week) (D-1,075; $3.30). Claimed 
more than $12,000, but that is quite a 
drop from most of fall period; slated 
well into winter. 

‘Theatre,’ Hudson (4th week) (CD- 
1,094; $3.30). Climbed to around 
$11,000; theatre parties helped im- 
prove the pace; should do well 
around holiday time and thereafter. 

‘Walk Into My Parlor,’ Forrest (3d 
week) (C-1,165; $2.75). Figuring on 
cutrates and two-for-ones to get it 
by; rated around $2,590, which is 
low for list. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Martin Beck 
(36th week) (D-1,120; $°.30). Staunch 
holdover from last week’s drama 
standouts and expected to stick in- 
definitely; off with field last week; 
$14,000 estimated. 


Revival 


‘Macbeth,’ National (3d week) (D- 
1,162; $3.30). Declined somewhat, 
but management well satisfied with 
quoted $16,400 for Shakespearean 
work. 


‘Twelfth Night,’ Little (D-520; 
$2.20). Semi-pro venture; little ex- 
cept frorn schools and such; goes out 
after this week instead of planned 
repertory, 


CANTOR FINE $24,000 
IN 6 PHILLY SHOWS 


Philadelphia, Dec. 9. 
Eddie Cantor’s new musical, ‘Banjo 
Eyes,’ clicked as expected here with 
better notices than Boston gave it. 
In six performances (show did not 
open at the Forrest until Tuesday 


(2) and Cantor as usual took Wednes- 
day night off for his radio broad- 
cast), ‘Banjo Eyes’ rang up approxi- 
mately solid $24,000. That figure will 
be improved considerably this week, 
with sevem performances skedded, 
Show will be held here for a third 
week. 


Otherwise Philly is drawing a 
complete pre-holiday blank. The 
Locust relights Dec.. 22 for two 
weeks of the Shubert-Burnside 
Gilbert & Sullivan revivals. The 
Walnut comes back into the fold on 
Christmas Eve with ‘Mr. and Mrs. 
North,’ also a two-week booking, 
Following Cantor at the Forrest wi 
be the often-promised ‘Hellzapoppin, 
which opens three-week date Xmas 
Day. 


‘Road’ Good $10,000 
In 8th St. L. Showing 


St. Louis, Dec. 9. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ the Georgia saga 
that simply won’t give up, finished 
its eighth one-week stand at th 
America theatre here Saturday 6} 
and grossed estimated good $10,00 
for nine performances. House wag 
scaled to $1.65. Piece will be 
brought back for another week 
starting Sunday (14). 

This will break all records since 
the World’s Fair in 1904, when “The 
Darling of the Gods’ played all sume 
mer at a downtown theatre. 

With Everett Marshall in the lead 
role, ‘Blossom Time’ began a onee 
week stand at the American Sune 
day (7) at $2.20 top. 
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Possible Chi News Probe 


The new Chicago Sun's entry Into 


the Windy City’s morning fie'd may 
touch off a federal investigation ol 
the local news services. The Sun 


has already complained. 

Chicago local news is handled by 
two outfits, the Chicago News Bu- 
reau and the City Press, and b vith 
outfits have constitutions which de- | 
mand a unanimous vote of all mem-| 
ber papers before any change can | 
be made or a new paper admitted to 
the service. 

Chicago Sun applied to both serv- 
ices, and was turned down for CNB 
by votes of two papers, understood 
to be the Tribune and the American. 
City Press turned down the Sun by | 
one vote, reportedly the Tribune. | 

Silliman Evans, publisher of the | 
Sun, sent a stinging letter to at least | 
one of the services, and last week the_ 
services in Chicago were called by 
Donald Richberg, attorney for the 
Sun, and were informed that they 
might be asked to answer charges of 
restraint of trade. 

It now appears that the federal 
authorities and Thurman Arnold will 
look into the franchise situation of | 
press services, and federal action is | 
possible which may crack open nots 
only the local news services, but also | 
the national setups. 

Chicago Sun made a triumphant 
entry into the midwest metropolis On | 
Dec. 4 (Thursday). 

Paper was on the stands at mid- | 
night and within 10 hours had | 
printed and sold some 890,000 papers | 
of the 72-page edition. Only the de- 
mands of the Chicago Daily News 
for its presses on Friday prohibited 
additional copies of the Sun, 

Sun still has the problem of hav- 
ing to wait until the News is through 
with its own printing before getting 
the use of the presses, but this situ- 
ation is due to be straightened out 
shortly. 

Despite the size of the paper, 78 | 
contracted advertisers were not in 
the first edition, but the Sun will | 
print their ads later, the Sun’s con- | 
tract with these advertisers permit-| 
ting them to run the ads at a later 
date. Regular Chicago buyers of| 
space are giving the Sun lime for line | 
with the other dailies and more in| 
some instances. 

In the first week the paper came 
through with slightly less than 200,- 
000 home subscribers. 

Chicago Sun marks the 13th paper 
to try to buck the Chicago Tribune, 
and the battle is now on its merry 
way, with the evening papers joining 
in the fun. Al! the rags are upping 





Photos would provide art for the | 
! 


| WW stories. These will be feature 
pictures, in cont to AP News- | 
phoio Service, which will be con- 
tinued as the spot news service. Ap- 
proximately 20 drawinss and pix 
sent out each week throush AP 


Newsphotos to illustrate SNS scories 
will now be serviced by WW 
Photos. 

Among WW by-liners are DeWitt 


Mackenzie, war news interpreter; 
Howard W. Blakeslee, science 
editor; Devon Francis, aviation 
| 


editor; Paul Gesner and John Beck- 
ley, business writers; Hugh Fuller- 
ton, Jr., sports columnisi; C. E. But- 
terfield, radio writer; Sigrid Arne, 
femme angles; and oihers. 





Guild Vs. Time-Life 

Work stoppage has been set by 
the Time-Life-Foriune unit of the 
Newspaper Guild for tomorrow 
(Thursday). It will be of only one 
hour’s duration and on one of the 
least important days of the week so 
far as tieing up publication of the 
mags is concerned. Furiher and 
more serious stoppages are expected 
by Guild leaders, however, and pos- 
sibly a strike. 

Guild is protecting the firing two 
weeks ago of Anna Goldsborough, 
head of Life’s Letters to the Editor 
department. Manage.sent claims dis- 
missal was for unbecoming ‘attitude 
and spirit’ but Guild maintains it 
was for union activity. 

Work stoppage was voted last 
Thursday (4) at the second emerg- 
ency meeting of the T-L-F unit 
within a week. It was the mildest 
active protest measure possible to 
take. Blazing anger over Miss Golds- 
borough’s ousting, which was evi- 
dent at the first emergency meeting, 
had died down somewhat by the 
time of the second conclave and the 
rather inconsequential work stop- 
page was a compromise. 

In the meantime, the Guild will 
continue in contact with the man- 
agement regarding Miss Golds- 
borough’s case, although it was stated 
at last week’s meeting that about all 
that could be said had been said by 
both sides and the situation was 
status quo. Another special meeting 
has been called for Dec. 18, at which 
time a strike vote may be taken. 





Sidney Skolsky’s Added Syndication 

Sidney Skolsky, east on a fort- 
night’s visit, his first in two years, 
has signed with United Features 
(Scripps-Howard) for syndication 
which will increase the Hollywood 





every kind of service to create good- 
will; are running much institutional | 
copy and are making up to the radio | 
stations for air puffs. 

First issues of the Sun stirred | 
surprise with their completely fin- 
ished and professional appearance. 

Readers of the Chicago Tribune— | 
which hadn’t previously so much as | 
mentioned its new competition, the | 
Sun—were amazed to find in home- 
delivered copies Thursday (4), the 
day the Marshall Field III paper 
debuted, an insert quoting London 
papers’ coverage of the Sun’s com- 
ing debut. Insert carried copies of 
two eight and nine-day old cables 
from Larry Rue, Trib’s London cor- 
respondent. It was obviously an ef- 
fort by the isolationist ‘Trib to show 
that Britain was gleeful that there 
Was a new American paper which 
would help ‘push the U. S. into the 
war.’ 





AP’s New Special Service 

Associated Press last week gave 
indication of plans to broaden its 
interpretive and feature news serv- 
ice—on contrast to the straight ob- 
jectivity of its regular file—by 
changing the name of its Special 
News Service to Wide World. WW 
will work in conjunction with Wide 
World Photos, Inc., which the AP 
bought from the N. Y. Times last 
August. 

Special News service was started 
about two years ago, following an 
idea initiated on a smaller scale for 
Sunday papers some nine years 
earlier. Its aim, which will be 
given wider scope under the Wide 
World label, was to give behind-the- 
news news, interpretive and back- 
ground material, personality profiles 
and columns and features, 

Kent Cooper, AP g.m., in a note 
to member papers last week, stated 
that the name change was made to 
better identify the new service. He 
asked that its stories hereafter be 
credited ‘Wide World.’ No additional 


assessment is being made for the 
bervice. 
Cooper said that Wide World 


columnist’s present five outlets to at 
least 20 papers, including the basic 
quintet. These comprise the N.Y. 
Post, Chicago Sun, Washington 
Times-Herald, Hollywood Citizen- 
News and Philadelphia Record, 
none of which is a Scripps paper, 
nor does the United Features syndi- 
cation necessitate restriction to that 
chain, 

This is evidenced by the New 
York outlet remaining the Post: 
where H. Allen Smith, who started 
on the N. Y. World-Telegram 
(Scripps-Howard), and is now being 
handled by the same syndicate, may 
wind up in the N.Y. Herald-Tribune 
instead, under present plans. 





Unions Support Philly Ledger 


All the newspaper trade unions at 
a meeting last Wed. (3) pledged sup- 
port to the efforts to reorganize the 
Philadelphia Evening Ledger. Robert 
Cresswell, publisher of the paper 
seeking reorganization under the 
Chandler bankruptcy act, outlined 
plans being taken to continue publi- 
cation, 

Unions represented were News- 
paper Drivers, Pressman, Stero- 
typers, Mailers, typographical work- 
ers and the Newspaper Guild. The 
trustees of the Ledger were given 
permission by the Federal Court to 
borrow $45,000 within the next week 
to meet current expenses, 





Dr’s. Will Names 3 Newspapermen 


Late Dr. Menas Gregory, who was 
once chief psychiatrist of Bellevue 
Hospital, New York, left bequests 
to three newspapermen, two of 
whom died before he did. His will 
divided the estate into nine parts 
|and one-ninth to have gone to the 
late Victor Watson one-time manag- 
ing editor of the N.Y. American, 
and the same skare to Jack Smith, 
also deceased. A ninth, however, 
Is payable to Bill Bolger, who was 
on the staff of the Sun for 35 years. 
He is presently in the office of 





Joseph McGoldrick, recently re- 


lelected comptroller of the city of 
New York. 

Dr. Gregory’s estate is estimated 
at more than $100,000 and Bolger’s 
share will be around $12,000, 


| 





N.Y. Trib’s Wage Tilts 
Regular bonuses to help meet the 
cost of living are being 
'given by the New York Herald- 
‘Tribune, sheet announced 
They will be retroactive to 
'Oct. 1 and apply to all full-time 
| editorial and business employes 
earning $75 or less. 
| Supplementary pay will. amount 
|to 5% of the first $40 of the basic 
weekly salary and will be handed 
lout in one lump at the end of each 
|calendar quarter, based on 13 weeks’ 
‘salary. Plan, it was said, will be 
| subject to reconsideration from time 
|to time in light of changing econ- 
omie conditions and periodic re- 
views of salaries will continue to be 
made. 


increased 


| week. 





Lillian Hellman’s Anthology 


Long overdue on a foreword for an 
anthology of her plays, Lillian Hell- 
man has repaired to the country to 
turn out the intro to the forthcoming 
Random House publication of ‘Little 
Foxes,’ ‘Children’s Hour,’ ‘Days to 
Come’ and ‘Watch on Rhine.’ 

Meantime Miss Hellman’s ‘Rhine’ 
has been sold to Warner Bros, for 
$150,000, with details to be ironed 
out about not producing the film be- 
fore the show has run its course, etc. 





LITERATI OBITS 


James Schermerhorn, 76, who 
founded the Detroit Times in 1900, 
and was former publisher of the 
paper, died in Detroit Dec. 2. The 
paper was sold to William Randolph 
Hearst in 1922. 


Karl Decker, 73, Hearst corre- 
spondent during the Spanish-Ameri- 
can War. died Dec. 2 in N. Y. He 
had worked for Hearst for close to 
30 years. 

Charles Elstun Nixon, 85, who 50 


torial writer and Sunday editor of 
the Chicago Inter Ocean, and was 
also music editor of the Chicago 
Daily News, died in Jacksonville, 
Fla., Dec. 4. 

Thomas S. Andrews, 72, 
sports editor and boxing promoter, 
who for many years published a 
sports annual, died Dec. 2 at his 
home in Milwaukee. 


Vesta Kelling, 37, feature writer 
of World Wide News Service (As- 
| sociated Press), was found dead in 
her apartment in N.Y., following a 
gas explosion there Dec. 3. She 
leaves her mother and father and a 
sister. Her former husband, Lieut. 
Col. Charles M. Cummings, had died 
|in Lisbon the day before, while on 
| his way back to America from Lon- 
|don, where, he had been an Air 
Corps attacke at the U. S. Embassy. 








CHATTER 


Sheridan Gibney’s collection of 
|light essays about the film business, 
‘Sound Track,’ will be published by 
Julian Messner & Co, 

Ayn Rand, author of ‘Night of 
Jan. 16’ and now a reader for Para- 
mount, has had a new boak accepted 
by Bobbs-Merrill for publication. 

Leonard Lyons, N. Y. Post col- 
umnist, working on a book about 
New York for Farrar & Rinehart 
which is now some five years over- 
due, as it was contracted for in 1936. 

John Cecil Holm (‘Three Men on 
a Horse’) has had his first book, 
‘There Aren’t Many Left,’ a fiction- 
alized biog of his father, accepted 
for publication by Farrar & Rine- 
hart. 

George Jean Nathan’s ‘The Enter- 
tainment of a Nation,’ dealing with 
stage, pictures, circus, ballet, carni- 
val shows, radio and _ strip-tease, 
hits the bookstalls Jan. 5. Alfred 
A. Knopf publishing. 





Kurt Kasznar Must Pay 
‘Heat’ Writers $2,671 


An award of $2,671 was made 
Thursday (4) in the N. Y. supreme 
court to eight authors against 
Kasznar Productions, Inc., and Kurt 
Kasznar by two arbitrators, John 
Monks Jr., and Benjamin Strong. 
The arbitrators found that amount 
owing for the use of material in the 
revue ‘Crazy With the Heat’, 

Those to receive the award are 
Rudi Revie, $411; Pete Smith, $154; 
William Provost, $137; Irvin 
|Graham, $1,321; Cole Porter, $262: 
Carl Kent, $77; Don Harold, $153 
jand Max Liebman, $153. 
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killed wher his plane drops in flames 
| over Flanders. 
| Rex, however, is hidden by friendly 
peasants and escapes to England. His 
return is hailed, but the feeling be- 
tween Kay and Judith flares up, Tom 
gets into a fight with Rex, who 
swears he will shoot him down when 
they are aloft. 

Tom is killed on the next flight and 
Rex faces court martial for murder. 
Other flyers must tell of the threat, 
/ but a Polish aviator in the corps de- 





on Broadway 


Continued from page 50 


clares he will testify that a German | 


plane gunner killed Tom. Outcome 
lof the trial is not revealed, for th: 
curtain comes down as Rex starts on 
| »nother flight. Before he leaves be 
indicates his love for Kay and Judith 
doesn’t seem to mind. 

Lloyd Gough, who rehearsed an- 
other part, was switched to the lead 
part of Rex. It isn’t the most at- 
tractive assignment, but men at war 
are not supposed to be sticklers for 
formality. Signe Hasso, little Swedish 
actress, makes her debut as Judith 
and turns in a good performance. 
|'That also goes for Fay Wray, who 
|plavs Kay, a colleen who thinks she 
|mieht ctrav but has no such 
ltion. Hughie Green does very well 
|with the on'y comedy part, he on- 
pearing under leave of absence from 
l the Roval Canadian Air Force. Some 
of the others. including Gordon 
Oliver, who plays the other man, 
handle their parts satisfactorily, but 





it is a story that’s not corvincins. 
nor melodramatic enough. Even the 
alert sirens seem mild, Ibee. 


TWELFTH NIGHT 


(REVIVAL) 

Revival of William Shakespeare's comedy, 
in prolog and two acts (10 scenes). Produc- 
tion devised by Michael Chekhoy; directed 
by Chekhov and George Shdanoff; music 
composed by Joseph R. Wood, Jr.; technical 
advice by Johannes Larsen. Presented by 





The Chekhoy Theatre Players at’ Liltle 
theatre, N . Dec. 2, '41; $2.20 top ($3.50 
Opening). 

Wy OOM av 0.46.086400009b800006% Beatrice Straight 
Sea Captain..ccccccccevessecss Frank Rader 
NEE «4 ss 4kb uso dneeeeun Ronald Bennett 
| Second Sea Captain........ Charles Bennett 
| OTSINO.. see eeeeeeeeeeceeeeeess JOHN Flynn 
t SPER wceg bccn eceeess- Nelson Harrell 
Valentine.... oees-- Lester Bacharach 


Sir Toby Belch......0¢. .. Ford Rainey 


| Maria. . gases 6001463583 Mary Haynswerth 
| Sir Andrew Aguecheek,....... Hurd Hatfield 
PON cds gecesauPenstetetss’ Alan Harkness 
BMatvolio.i«ccccveé ceseee mam Schatz 
bu a eye Mary Lou Taylor 
SND: 06s dude Seeks tob-enen nite Youl Bryner 


Servagits: Daphne Moore, Eleanora Barrie, 
Alfred Boylan, Margaret Boylan, Penelope 
Marshall, 





The Chekhov Theatre Players, in a 
sortie two seasons ago from their 
hideout at Ridgefield, Conn., wrestled 
with and were thrown by a ponder- 
ous adaptation from the Russian, 
titled ‘The Possessed.’ For their sec- 
ond Broadway try they have gone to 
the other extreme with a frisky, 
ultra-stylized revival of ‘Twelfth 
Night,’ with the sub-billing, ‘Or What 
You Will.’ It’s an uneven show, by 
turns beguiling and amateurish. Con- 
sidering the $2.20 top, the modest nut 
and the limited capacity of the Little 
theatre, it should get by readily dur- 
ing its limited engagement. 





the production. Curtain remains 
raised throughout the 10 scenes, be- 
ing lowered only during the single 
intermission. Scenery consists of only 
drapes hung from several movable 
standards, plus a few small screens, 
a sketchy balcony, benches, chairs, 
tables and props. Drapes provide 
background arid wings. Group of 
‘servants’ in costume shifts the scen- 
ery in view of the audience, in some 
cases carrying members of the cast 
about the stage, 

Shakespeare’s comedy is given a 
headlong performance, stressing the 
roughhouse laugh scenes. That tends 
to make the already stilted romantic 
interludes even more tedious, but it 
does provide numerous bright mo- 
ments, such as the uproarious drink- 
ing scene and a genuinely rousing 
duelling scene. Staging maintains 
movements and adds visual interest 
throughout, while the manner in 
which the ‘servants’ enter at the end 














| ‘Banjo’ Stays Out 


'|___—_ Continued from page 49 














furbishing and switching sequences 
on the break-in. 

Biz is good in Philly. 

With Cantor dropping his Wednes- 
day night performance of ‘Banjo’ 
because of his broadcasts, he will 
essay a $4.40 Sunday night legit in 
N. Y. This will make the second 
Sunday $4.40 musical, ‘Sons o’ Fun’ 
also having that scale. 

It’s been proposed to George Jes- 
sel that he tackle a Sunday night 
schedule for ‘High Kickers,’ but he 
can’t see a $2.20, or even $3.30 scale, 
on the Sabbath, and then going 
back into a $4.40 top the rest of the 
week. 

Incidentally, Jessel has his nut 
down so that at $15,000 he can make 
money. 





Novelty of the show lies mostly in | 


inten- | 














—— 
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of scenes, as if they had been eaves- 
dropping on the action, is a punciu- 
ating touch. 

Performances vary sharply. Beat- 
rice Straight is believable and effec- 
tively direct as Viola; Ford Rainey js 
persuasively lusty as Sir Toby Beich, 
and Mary Haynsworth is engagingiy 
vigorous as Maria. But John Flynn 
accentuates the pompousness of Or- 
sino; Alan Harkness is affected as Sir 
|Andrew Aguecheek; Sam Schatz is 
| self-conscious as Malvolio, and Mary 
Lou Taylor seems arch as Olivia. 

Hobe. 


Play Out of Town | 


LETTERS TO LUCERN E 


Boston, Dec. 8. 
Drama in three acts by Fritz Rotter ang 
Allen Vincent. Presented by Dwight Decre 
Wiman; directed by John Baird; settings 
by Raymond Sovey; at Plymouth, Boston, 

















Dee. 8, ‘41; $2.75 top 

Ces TRE cece tecads Sonya Stokowskti 
Nn EPPA Aifved A, Hesse 
Erna Schmidt....... sae eeaet Grete Mosheim 
Cretchen Linder.....Beatrice de Neergaard 
ND | SPO C TT ET eee e Carl Gogse 
eae See ree Lilia Skala 
BAYO. -BEWROOP. vcccsiccs Katherine Alexander 
| BOMRO- BE s < Booed evescesstces Nancy Wimen 
| Welice Renoir.....eeee+..-Mary Barthelmess 
BRIT SROMSOR. ccc ceeesccenons Vhyllts Avery 
Marion Curwood seeeee Faith Brook 
a, eee Kenneth Bates 





Ilarolad Dyrenforth 





While it is extremely doubtful that 
theatregoers will spend much of 
their money on another war play, 
especially since events of the past 
weekend, Dwight Wiman rates a 
testimonial for presenting a new 
actress of real importance—Grete 
Mosheim. No matter how much the 
fun-seeking, escapist public give this 


'one the go-by, there are the real 


| theatre lovers who will be elated in 


| their 
;player and 


of this 
likely 


discovery 
will 


brilliant 
urge their 


| friends to see her before it's too late. 


'B 
|}dark for ‘Lucerne,’ 


That should give it a fair run on 
roadway, but beyond the future is 
though not for 
Miss Mosheim, a refugee from the 
German and Hungarian stage. The 
Rotter-Vincent piece is an out-and- 
out war play, with the impact of war 
upon a charming Swiss girls’ finish- 


|ing schoo] drilled into the script with 


| 


| 





| 





the unpleasant persistence of a 
night-long air raid over a defense- 
less city. 

The conflicting patriotic fervor of 
the folks back home shoots through 
their letters to the girls, bringing the 
war into the dormitory inhabited by 
adolescents from Germany, Poland, 
England, France and America. The 
letters are important because the 
nightly reading of them aloud in the 
dormitory has long been a custom. 
Erna Schmidt, the first to realize the 
mistake of airing the conflicting 
viewpoints from home, vainly sug- 
gests that the letter-reading custom 
be suspended during the war. Mrs, 
Hunter (Katherine Alexander), the 
schoolmistress, would like to have it 
stopped, too, for she is trying to 
maintain an isolated haven of peace 
for her charges. 

The German girl becomes the ob- 
ject of pitiless persecution from the 
nagging and taunting French, Eng- 
lish and southern (U. S.) members 
of the dormitory sextette. In the 
closing moments of the play Grete, 
in desperation, reads her most recent 
letter from home, a reading of which 
is one of the most impressive dra- 
matic moments of this season. 

The play opens and progresses 
slowly, and it takes some time for 
the players to overcome an opening 
night self-consciousness. First act 
is draggy, second act is much more 
potent, and the final scene just about 
saves it. -‘Lucerne’ holds several 
young actresses adolescent in experi- 
ence as well as age, and it might be 
unfair to point a finger at the di- 
rector when some of his scenes lose 
their grip. Katherine Alexander 
comes through with a_ satisfactory 
characterization (which the play- 
wrights only sketched) of the school- 
mistress. Sonya Stokowski is fre- 
quently plausible and always lovable 
as the loyal Polish friend of the 
persecuted German girl. Phyllis 
Avery has practically all the laugh 
lines in the role of a fluffy honey- 
chile from the South and easily 
romps off with many a scene. 

Faith Brook (daughter of Clive 
Brook) improves as she develops 
the character of the English girl 
coming around finally to the ap- 
peasement viewpoint. In minor 
roles Lilia Skala, Alfred A. Hesse, 
Carl Gose and Kenneth Bates all 
registered. Sovey’s rich setting of 
the school’s main hall rates special 
mention, while his dormitory set 
with six beds in a row, though awk- 
ward to act in, apparently more than 
meets the specifications of the 
authors. Fox. 


Equity Names Peters 


Brandon Peters was named by the 
Equity council yesterday (Tuesday) 
to fill the vacancy created by the 
recent death of Hugh Cameron. 

He will serve until the regular 
election at next annual meeting. 
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Broadway 





Sam Wood, director, east to join 
the missus. 
Geza Herczeg. 


from bankruptcy. 


author, discharged 


Harry Richman into the Chase 
hotel, St. Louis, Dec. Zz. 

O. L. Oz is now in the insurance 
biz: what's the premium on his 
laugh? 

Lew Deak’s wife in the hospital 
where she has had series of eye 
operations. 

Caswell Adams, Herald Tribune 
sports writer, scalded on face and 
arms, at home, 

Lois Andrews (Mrs. George) Jessel | 


ficw in to join hubby this weekend. 
Ti-'r baby is on the Coast. 
‘Fictionized biography’ is the term 
pvlied to John Cecil Helm’s new 
book, ‘There Ain't Many Left.’ 
‘oliday greetings from ‘Mr.. and 
Mis. Gargantua,’ for the Ringling 
show on litho as big as a half-sheet. 
J on Wenger, stage scenic de- 
sirner and artist, offering his latest 
water color show at Grand Central 
Art Galleries. 
Hotel Pierre’s 


Cotillion Room takes 


on Rosario & Antonio, doubling from | 


‘Sons o’ Fun,’ and songstress Joy 


Hodges Dec. 23. 


John O'Connor, Universal v.p. and 


of the West End nabe house, to wed 
soon, 

Burglars copped a cigar box con- 
taining $400, receipts of one night, 
from the Criterion, downtown indie 
house. 

Ray Goode, wire walker, and Jean 

Rickey, roller skater, headline cur- 
rent floor show at C lub Continental, 
| Hotel Jefferson. 


Johnny Morpney, saiesman for 
Producers Releasing Corp., recov- 
| ered from illness caused by eating | 


a piece of glass with his food 
Quincy, Ill., restaurant. 

Les Kaufman and Mario Plessner 
thinking up tag for daughter of Bob 


in a 


Greater Union Theatres setting 
‘Pimperne| Smith’ (BEF) for a loop 
|runaround early in ‘42, 

Twice-nightly legit is still okay at 
| Minerva, Sydney, for Alec Coppel. 

“Robert's Wife’ and ‘Rebecca’ are the 
current attractions. 

Will Mahorey may bow into 
pantomime for Tivoli loop in Mel- ; 
bourne this Yuletide. Would make 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 


Williamson-Tait mulling repeat 
run in New Zealand early next year 
of Gilbert-Sullivan. 


| Mahoney’s second panto bid in this 


Ryder, a colleague in Fanchon & 
Marco’s publicity and advertising | 
department. Infant was born last 
week. 











Coast Blackouts | 
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course’ is not itself participating in 
any censorship activity, but 
making its facilities available to 
other Government departments. 


A Rehearsal 
The country already has a fairly | 


only | 


zone. 


Unknown as yet whether authori- 
ties will grant release of Metro's 
‘They Met in Bombay.’ Certain 
military sequences in pic 
ing it up. 

Metro’s ‘Gone’ has 
run of 90 weeks in Sydney, an all- 
time record for any pic here. 


Metro has not as yet set dates for 


| the nabes. 


are hold- |! 


concluded a/' 


And | 


end the holi- 


| 
| wood next week to s 
»D Finkel, of 


|days with their son, 
| Republic Pictures. 
Dr. Giovanni opens the season at 


| the Roney-Plaza in Miami Beach 
New Year’s Eve. He’s now at the | 
Villa Madrid here. 


i 


Mike Shapiro has been 


named | 


Vartety Club district rep for Pitts- | 


burgh, Cleveland, Cincinnati, 
lumbus and Dayton, 

Ben Sufrin, 
known as ‘Sufrin Ben,’ 


Co- 


home on fur- 


lough. Expects to be released from 
army shortly (he’s over 28) and will 
try to crash Broadway. 

















| Astrid Varnay 


een CONtinued from page 34————' 





| different methods of production 
| Which throws the entire range out of 
line. As an actress she was rather 


the Desdemona characieri- 
zation. Nicholas Moscona voiced his 
few lines in a rich, sonorous bass, 
while Alessio De Paolis was not in 
g00od voice as Cassio. Staging was 
tops. 


tame in 


E. J. Tait, \V.illiamson-Tait, seeks 
jto have Australian Broadcasting 
Commission exited from _ concert | 


|effective scheme to undertake cen - | 


sor ship, newsmen were 


told by the | 


assistant to Nate Blumberg, away | pan |: ay dah : : , 

from his desk a couple days last eames ee a prompt | 

week with a cold. | é : | 
Eddie Sherman blew into N. Y. | Concerning the taking over of 

from the Coast Monday (8) and will | radio properties, Fly pointed out that 

blow right out again next week,/the Navy undoubtedly will need | 

probably Tuesday Sg iii <auaiad 'some properties in the general com- 

o lam was é yer 


the weekend discussing pre-release 
engagements of forthcoming pictures 
in Par theatres there. ; 

McSorley Mounted Literary So- 
ciety to hold next beefsteak at Madi- 
son Square Garden, no less, but only 
a score wil! be allowed. 

Kate Smith acquired a new niece, 


named after her, on Saturday (6). 
Daughter was born in Virginia to) 
her sister. Mrs. Lee J. Steene. 


Mary Lucas (Mrs. Bobby) Craw- 
ford handling the bag, costume Jew- 
elry and accessories department at 
Jane Carol’s on Madison avenue. 

W. M. ‘Doc’ Bishop, 20th-Fox 
foreign department studio contact, 
back to the Coast over the weekend 
after a few days at the homeoffice. 

Maestro Ted _ Straeter’s _ sister, 
Marion, quit Boswelling the class 
cafes as a p.a 


Strauss-Miller, wholesale dress 
house. 
Mary Lucas Crawford, widow of 


publisher 
jewelry 
Madison 


Bobby Crawford, 
and producer, has 
and accessories shop 
avenue. 

Last Thursday's matinee, 
Cantor’s first in Philly, with ‘Banjo 
Eves,’ looked l.ke a Broadway preem 
with the large N.Y. contingent train- 
ing to Quakertown. 


music 
opened a 
on 


RKO sales bunch tossed farewell 
luncheon Friday (5) to Cress Smith, 
who recently quit as western divi- 
sion manager to take over the UA 
branch in Los Angeles 

Postal Telegraph is adopting ‘Look 
Out for Mister Stork,’ from Walt 
Disnev’s ‘Dumbo.’ as its theme for 
congratulatory messages to males 
about to become fathers 

Dramatist Robert Sherwood was 
among the first ummoned to the 
White House to assist In preparing 
the President’s address for a dec- 
laration of war on Japan 

Because of her father’s illness in 
California, Stella Unger, who does 
an NBC ‘Hollywood News Girl’ co- 
operative commercial, canceled her 
television premiere this week 

James J. Murphy, western director 
of arbitration tribunals under the 
consent decree, has taken over the 
east as well under appointment as 
exec director to J. Noble Bracen 

John Wenger. former art director 
at the Metropolitan Opera Co., the 
Roxy theatre and Capitol theatre, 
had an exhibition of water colors at 
the Grand Central Art Gallery last 
week. 

Eddie Cooke, after a session at the 
Mayo Clinic. Rochester. Minn., is 
back on the job, quartered in John 
Golden's office, where he is pinch 
hitting for Capt. Dixie French, gen 
eral manager 

Robert Kern. vet N. Y. restau 
rateur, co-producer ith late Lew 
Fields of several musicals, opens a 
new dine-and-dance spot on 7th ave 
nue ti morrow (11). Cornel Tamassy 
heads the orchest 

Pago-Pago \ eather report fro 
Miami and California make _ the 
local contingent happy, because N. Y 
weather has been so mild of late 
Wags are even gagging about 
Gotham becoming the new winter 
resort, 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 

Mother and sister 
both ill. 

Frank Braden in 
‘How Green Was My 
opens run at the Fox Thursday (18). 

Walter Thimmig. owner-operator 
of the McNair, South St. Louis indie 
nabe, bedded by bad cold for a week. 

Jack Weil, vet film salesman. has 
joined Producers Releasing Corp. 
covering Northeast Missouri terri- 
tory. 

Shirley Smith, secretary 
Kaufman and Don Norling. 


of Sam Komm 


ballving 
Vallev’ which 


town 


to Les 
manager 


to become a model for | 


Eddie | 


munications field, but asserted that | 


| Sponsorship. Tait avers ABC should | 


stick solely to ) the air Janes. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


Talk of a new burlesque house to 
| be built in downtown area. 
Harry (Pony-Boy) Winezimmer, 


this has been pretty well talked over | cafe owner, still in hospital seriously 


| 

ih companies involved and, in|} 
|some cases, even covered by con- 
ltr “acts. 


| Taking over of any circuits or} 
| transmitters would be by 
agreement, 
plete cooperation has been promised 
| by industry bigshots. 


mutual: | from 
Fiy indicated, and com- | RKO Palace in three weeks. 


ill. 
Frederic McConnell’s Play House 
company. doing ‘Mr. and Mrs. North’ 
| for the holidays. 
Kenneth Means, recovering ra 
illness, is expected bac 


idly 
at 


Marty Lake building new orches- 
| tra around J. Russel Robinson, com- 


| Concerning reports that the broad-| poser-organist at Chez Martee. 
| casting industry might be taken over | 
'generally by the Government, Com- | 


| mish chairman 
was not planned. 
units would be involved, 

Replying to queries at 


Only essential | 
anyway. 
his press 


in a position to divulge the 
of reports about censorship. 
dicated, however, 
| known that several groups in Wash- 
ington are interested and slanted his 
comments toward the Navy De- 
partment. 

While Broadcasters gathered some 
cold comfort from early assurances 
that no real censorship or 


source 


grabbing | Pilar in 


cenference, Fly said that he was not! 


In - | : 
that it is generally | Hynda 


| Gus Modgdic, 


reiterated that this | 


Frank ‘Monaco trying out two-band 
experiment, with Manny Landers’ 
loca] crew and Dinorah’s Cubans at 
his nitery 

Orpha Towle, operetta singer at 
| Alpine Village, has dropped tag o 
Jeanne Alexander which she used 
West Coast in radio. 

Robert and Berta Hellman, 
duo, replacing Harry and 
in Veloz-Yolanda’s 
‘Dansation’ at the Hanna. 

Joe Baldi and Mickey Kat 
bandmasters, have 
cocktail unit of their 
for Hotel 


piano 
John 
current 


z, former 
formed a new 
own, including 
Allerton. 


Ruth Feather, Cleveland actress, 
;denies printed reports that Para- 
mount is considering her for role of 


of stations is contemplated, events in} 


connection with the war 

'so rapidly that it is virtually impos- 
sible to chart radio’s course for the 
next few weeks, or even days. 

On Sunday, when the war broke 
out, it announced that certain 
amateurs would be permitted to stay 
on the air with the permission of 
Federal, State local authorities. 
This permission was retracted in less 


Was 


or 


than 24 hours, When it was ordered | 
that all hams must get the green- 
light direct from the Defense Com- 


munications Board. 








: | Japs Gyps : 
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but slickness and trickery. 


Long famous as the most conscien- 
tious thieves of copyrights, patents, 
novelties and other people’s property 
generally, doing busine in Japan 
was always one-sided 

Hari-Kari on Pix Biz 

Compared to what Japanese film 
men regularly perpetrated ipon 
Yankee distributors, the whole his- 
tory of exhibitor-distribution agita- 
tion the Unite 1 States is a joy- 
0 CO tail pari 1 S. « ! plai 
i the B i ( a Nave 
peel ompia of Y dD erness 
bi ] VS with ne chance of s¢ 
Ll conce 1ONnS iT ame rat 
B Jap t 2 tal loss 
NIP] llowe 00 At 
cal films oO € er ut 
hedge this nu I y dow b 
organizea interiere! th play- 
dates, deliberately c ved red- 
tape. perennial legalities always in 
favor of themselves. - 

The Japanese were consistent 
pirates of certain types of Ameri- 
can phonograph records and musi- 


although there has 
more or less 
inst “western 
customs, 
light 


cal compositions, 
| been, for some time, a 
| official prohibition ag: 
jazz’ and other 

Even the stage 
club fare on view in the larser, 
more cosmopolitan Japanese cities 
were often lifted almost in toto from 
productions, or parts of productions, 
seen in New York. The ‘smart’ Jan- 
anese entertainers used American- 
like costumes and 
formed an odd contrast 
viving geisha-like native 
entertainment technique 


; 


western 


so, revues and 


with the sur- 


style of 


have moved | 


| licizing 


| tary at WB exchange. 


‘For Whom the Bell Tolls.’ 


Philadelphia 


WIP’s 
ing 


Arnold, 
ready 


Murray 
director, 
of poems. 

Milt Shapiro, 
the new 
Town Hall 

Josephine Delmar, 
chanteuse, entertained 
orphans last week 

Cliff Hall, pianologist. lined 
for a winter season playing social 
funct is at Palm Beach 

Johnny Ferro, formerly associated 
with Art Padula’ Arcadia-Inter- 
national, is new maitre d’hotel at 
Palumbo’s 

Miss Edna Phillips 
R Rosenbaum. Ww WFIL’s 
prexy) will play on the harp for 100 
British evacuee children at Christ- 
mas party at WFIL studios tomorro 
ane: 


program 


is another 


nitery flack, is pub- 
Center of Music at 


Club- -Bali 
a group of 
is 


up 


107 


(Mr 


fe of 


Samuel 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 


Martha Rave booked into Stanl 





week of Dec 19 with Jan Savitt 
band 

Jol McG reevey Harris exec 
OmiIng aionge rignt e pnet 

Carl Doze ( | 
Aut i I . . 
la \ S€ 

Skip Ne on F lef Be B 
ons bar for a berti! { he Joe 

Pi D riiart i € 
h< ( ‘ to € r 
er ri > e] ¢ 

Ice Fo f { f I l € 
gagement at Garder Xmas ght 
and will play through Jan. 6 

Local ‘Green Pastures’ company 


will present ‘Porgy’ for three nights 


next week at Roosevelt theatre 
Peggy Neenan has quit Buzz 
Aston’s band for marriage. Will re- 
tire from show biz permanently. 
David Langworthv, of Fred Bu 
leigh’s Cohasset. Mass summer 
staff. now with Donald Oenslager 
Milton Karle. Johnny Long’s p.a.. 
and his brother, Sid Dickler, a local 
press agent, have ended their long 
feud. 
Ruth Waag,. Harry Seed’s secre- 


has announced 


jher engagement to James Brennan, 
jan attorney 
Helen Antoone, nitery owner Joe 


makeup which | 


Sala’s sister-in-law, will marry How- 
lard Kingshill, Philly ad agency man, 
on New Year's 

The Bill Finkels going to Holly- 


on | 


book | 


SAMSON ET DALILA 


in three acts (four scenes) 
Saint-Saens, libretto by 
Wilfred Pelletier; 


Opera 
music by 
comductor, 


Lemaire; 
stage director, 


camp show monologist | 





Hollywood 


Alan Ladd hospitalized with pneu- 
monila,. 
L. Wolfe Gilbert to New York for 
ASCAP meeting. 
Lupe Velez to spend Christmas 
holidays on Broadway. 





Otto Kruger soaking up desert 
; sunshine in Palm Springs. 
Rufe Davis bought a new Brent- 


wood home on his birthday. 

Danny Dankers celebrated a wed- 
ding anniversary in Las Vegas. 

John Warburton back in films after 
an interval of horse breeding 

Edward G. Robinson celebrating 
his 25th anniversary as an actor. 

Sam Houston Jones. governor of 
Louisiana, gandering the studios. 

Johnny Weissmuller to Miami, 
Fla., to play in a golf tournament. 

Errol Flynn training with Mushy 
Callahan for his Jim Corbett role. 


Mary Martin ready to resume her 
picture career after having a child. 
Louis Hayward back from six 


weeks in Washington and New York. 

Errol Flynn back from New York 
—— training for his Jim Corbett 
role. 


Mark Hellinger threw a _ studio 
| party to celebrate Fritz Lang’s birth- 
| day. 

Charles Ruggles will spend the 


' 
with | 


Christmas holidays in New York, 


as 


| usual. 


Bill Elliott hopped off his horse for 
a stage tour covering four eastern 


| states. 


Desire Defrere chorus master, Fausto | 
| Cleva; presented at Metropolitan Opera 
| House, N. Y., Dee, 8, °41, 
Cast: Rise Stevens, Rene Maison, Leonard 
Warren, Norman Cordon, Nicholas Moscona, 





Emery Darcy, John Dudley, Arthur Kent. 
The Metropolitan Opera's first 


‘Samson et Dalila’ of the season last 
Wednesday (3) was a decided flop 
| not only at the boxoffice but artistic- 
|ally also. Company went consider- 
l ably into the red with ‘Samson’ and 
| the same cast last year, and why 


| Was repeated is a moot question. 
Rise Stevens, who carried the 


| brunt of the work, did not possess 
| Suffici ient voice for ‘Dalila.’ The 
|} mezzo was short on top and bottom, 
| and i her voice too small to penetrate 
beyond the middle of the orchestra. 


| She did creditably on ‘Printemps qui 


it | 


commence,’ but struggled with a top | 
‘G’ in ‘Amour viens Aider’ and was 
lost in the low ‘A’ flat in the same 
aria. ‘Mon Coeur’ was almost in- 

udible. Costumed seductively, she} 
a »ked her part, but needed consider- 
able amplification to be heard. 


Rene Maison breught a giant fig- 
ure, a fine French style and good act- 
| ing ‘Samson,’ but virtually no 
| voice. The tenor chose to sing the 
written ‘A’ flat at the end of ‘Ar- 
| retez O mes Freres’ instead of the 
| customary three high ‘Bs.’ His ‘B’ 
flat at the end of ‘Mon Coeur’ was 
much too forced. 
Warren exhibited a 


to 


| Leonard big 


volce 


as the High Priest and Norman | 


| Cordon, as Abimelech, did spYendidly | 


| with his bit. Nicholas Moscona, | 
Emery Darcy, John Dudley and} 
Arthur Kent filled minor roles ex- 


cellently. Wilfred Pelletier directed 
a fine-sounding orchestra. 


athe GIOVANNI 


Orv } o acts (10 ecene Aolf- 
Mi bretto, Lorenzo "Da 
onductor Bruno Walter; stage director 
tle er rs chorus master, Fausto 
Cle Fer t Metropolitan Oper: 
fouse. N. Y., D 41 enefit for 
M ! Scho Mus $7.70 
} R + 4 ’ 

i‘h « ] } ’ 1 
0 Bidu Sayao, Sa ; ' 
f h nt 
The Metropoliian’s first ‘Don Gio- 
vanni’ of the season, presented Fri- 
day afternoon (5), was presented 150 
ears to the day of Mozart death 
Performance sparkled and bubbled 
ovel th the infectious music and, 
for the most part, the excellent work 
|} of the cast 
| Heading the principals was Ezio 
Pinza vhose Don has grown 
measurably with the eal The 
ass presented the best voice in the 
cast, and whether it be in the mock 
im’ serenade, ‘Deh vieni alla Fine 
tra.’ or the ‘Finch ‘dal vino 
th ax e abando it gre 
‘ ‘ p ¢ yf ‘ 
é é et | i 
t *< ) 
é ( ( ery ( H 
é € ent 
R ‘ ose ( : 
é Vi o buff Sa to B iC 
| A e Leporello é NY 
o tt of Cl The 
Mada 4, il catalogo’ was ing ex- 
f nt and throughout the ye! 
formance the bass stole scenes with 
his acting. Arthur Kent's Masetto 
was excellently vocally and from an 


acting 


standpoint. 


Norman Cordon made a terrifying 
picture as the Commendatore. and 
Charies Kullman voiced Ottavio's 
arias, ‘Dalla sua pace’ and ‘Il Mk 
tesoro, with long breath and a flow- 
ing stvle. Bidu Sayao. as Zerlina, 
was the best of the women, acting 
cutely, as usual, and singing both 

‘Batti sattii and ‘Vedrai’ carino’ 
impeccable style. Jarmila No- 


votna had the style, looks. grace and 
|}acting ability for Donna Elvira, but 
fell short vocaily in a few’ spots. 


| Rose Bampton made a regal picture 
Denna Anna and did her best 
; work in ‘Non mi Dir’ in Act II. 

Orchestra played the work to the 
jlimit under the firm direction of 
Bruno Walt 


as 


Mildred Messic shifted from Warn- 
ers to Columbia with Robert Tap- 
linger. 

Eddie Prinz is directing dance rou- 
tines for the Christmas show at Ear] 
Carroll's. 

Joel, McCrea added 757 acres to his 
California ranch, making a total of 
2,314 acres. 

Kay Kyser is grand marshal of the 
Tournament of Roses parade on New 
Year’s Day. 

Oren Heelund back at Warners as 
assistant director after nine months 
in the Army. 

Unusuel weather caused a lot of 
western location troupes to come in 
out of the rain. 

Joseph Calleia suffered burns on 


his hands when a machine gun on 
location got too hot. 

Lillian Gish guesting with Mary 
Piclford and testing for ‘Mrs. Wiggs 
of the Cobbage Patch.’ 

Bob Murphy deserted his corned 
beef guests long enough to do a 
guest job on the radio. 

Jesse L. Lasky back from Hannie- 
bal, Mo., where he helped celebrate 
Mark Twain's birthday. 

Maury Marcus hrddling at United 
Artists before leaving for Sh-rchai 

|as far east szies manager. 

Jack Yellen returned from New 
York where he worked on the musi-« 
cal score of ‘Sons ’o Fun.’ 

Eva Gabor. ectress imnorted from 
Hungary filed suit for diverce 
against Dr. Eric Drimmer. 

Burton L. James, Seattle theatre 
owner, in town to visit his daughter, 
Mary Jo James, at Warners. 

Ona Munson guest of honor at 
annual dinner of University of 
Southern California women’s club 

Paul Whiteman decorated with an 
honorary degree-in music by the 
University of Southern Californi 

William Seiter donated ‘Sei‘er 
Cottage.’ the 16th bungzlow for the 
Motion Picture Relief Fund's Coun- 
try House 

Mi 2 
inneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Ann Ranaecz of M-G wedded 

W. A. Steffes spending winter in 
Californi: 

Eddie Young orchestra into Hotel 
Lowry Terrace cafe. 

Fall boxing eason opens at 
Armory Friday (12) 

C, Fogle. M-G home office pur- 
chasing agent, in town 

20th-Fox exchange in first place 
n Film Bowling league 

LeRoy Smith, M-G salesman, to 
hospital for observation 

Rud Lohrenz Warner Brothers’ 
d t manager. a \ tor 

T > Arr + ‘at VW 7 1, } 1) 

TY ‘ one~ hi¢ + 

W. H. Workman. M-G brench man- 
ey 1 Chiraco fo les huddle 

Spread of double feeaturins n 
I vin ( alarming Ne t] est Al- 
ec 

Nev fluorescent light ém 

tallec n Warner Brothers’ ex- 
‘ ange 

L. E. Goldhammer. RKO bran: 
manage} attending Chicago sales 
conference 

Paul Draper and Larrv Adler a 


1 to replace 


; opens 


Saturday one-nighter at 
Auditorium 

Neil Messick heading east 
up talent for Minnesota 
town’s pre ritery 

Harold Saltz, new Universal city 
booker. transferred from Cleveland 
Bill Soper, resigned. 
Drver and Art Stevens, 
two other lower loop the- 
acauired third, Crystal, from 
Green. 

Twin Citv Varietv 
tributed $5000 quarts 
needy femilies first 10 
current vear. 

Fred Henneman comes here from 
Los Angeles to manage Esouire, 
newsreel theatre, for Newsreel The- 
atres of America, when house re- 
after alterations. 


University 


to line 
Terrace, 


Harry 
owners of 
atres, 
R-loh - 
dis- 

to 

of 


club has 
of milk 
months 


eon 
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FRANK TRENOR 


Frank Trenor, 65, former Shakes- 
pearean actor, who because of his fine 


voice, was selected by Thomas A 


is id in experimentations on 
god ag : died at his 
Dec. 4, 
after a brief illness. He had been a 
charter member of the White Rats, 


the early phonographs, 
home in Watervliet, N. Y., 


early vaude performers union. 
A native of Watervliet, 


hakespearean productions i 
Seeart Robinson and worked with 
other stars. Since his retirement 
from the professional stage 20 years 
ago, he had directed many amateur 
shows in the Albany area and also 
operated a concrete block building 
business in Troy. Deceased had been 
a Democratic city committeeman in 
lower Watervliet (Port Schuyler) 
since 1710. 

Widow survives. 





ART FRANK 

Art Frank, 40, vet vaude per- 
former, died recently of pneumonia 
in a convalescent home in Ossining, 
N.Y. 

. Frank was considered one of the 
best eccentric dancers on the stage. 
He always played an old-man char- 
acter, which segued into his comic 
hoofery. He once worked in pro- 
duction acts staged by Max Gordon 
and the latter’s late brother, Dave. 

Besides his widow, two children 
survive. 





CHESTER ABBEY a’BECKET 

Chester Abbey a’Becket, 61, dean 
of Philadelphia radio announcers, 
died last week in the Presbyterian 
hospital of that city, He was the 
direct descendant of St. 
a’Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury 
during the 12th century. 

Deceased was 
WHAT, Philly, since 1931 and also 
broadcast programs on WF'IL. 


Survived by widow and two daugh- 


ters. 


HAYES WATSON 

Hayes Watson, 38, Philadelphie or- 
ganist, was killed late Saturday 
night (6) by a trolley car near his 
home at Haverford township, Phila- 
delphia suburb. 

A graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania, he was currently en- 
gaged at Kugler’s Restaurant, Philly. 
He formerly played at Stanley-War- 


ner’s Stanley theatre and at the 
both in 


Bellevue-Stratford hotel, 
Quaker town. 


CHRISTIAN SINDING 

Christian Sinding, 85, Norwegian 
composer and pianist, died in Oslo, 
Dec. 3. He had written an opera, 
three symphonies, three sonatas and 
more than 200 songs. 

In 1921-22 Sinding taught theory 
and harmony in the Eastman School 
of Music, Rochester, N. Y., after 


Sibelius was forced to quit the post | 


due to illness. 


MAUD MORGAN 
Maud Morgan, 81, noted harpist, 
died at Prince’s Bay, 
ai a, Dee: 3: 
1933. 


Miss Morgan was believed to be 
the first American to appear as a 
solo harpist on the American con- 
In 1924 she marked her 


cert stage. 
golden 


jubilee at Carnegie Hall, 
N. Y 


, Daniel Kenvan, 60, brother of Mary 
Carr, vet Hollywood character ac- 
tress, died Dec. 2 in Pittsburgh. An 
executive of a steel firm, he was a 
| member of several amateur dramatic 
| clubs as a youth. 


DR. FRANK MANKIEWICZ 


Dr. Frank Mankiewicz, 72, profes- 
sor of education at College of the 
City of New York, died suddenly in 
Hollywood, Dec. 1. He was on vaca- 
tion, visiting his sons, Joseph and | - . 
Herman Mankiewicz, producer and | Variety 


writer, respectively, of pictures. 


Trenor 
went to New York at the age of 19 


to go on the stage. He appeared in 
with 


Thomas 


associated with 


taten Island, 
She had retired in 





OBITUARIES 


Secret’ in the U. S., creating the 
role of Janek Prus, died in N.Y. 
Dec. 7. He had been retired and 
lived in Paris prior to the out- 
break of the war. 
Widow, Dorothy Manley, survives. 





CLARENCE L. BULL 


Clarence L. Bull, 42, manager of 
news bureau at WBTA, Batavia, 
N. Y., died Dec. 1 in his home in 
Clarence Center, N. Y. A veteran 
newsman on Buffalo and Rochester 
papers, he had been ill for some 
time and was on sick leave from 
WBTA at the time of his death. 

Surviving are his widow, three 
sons and a daughter. 

CHARLES F. KUNTZ 

Charles F. Kuntz, 65, retired ma- 
gician, died Dec. 2 of a cerebral 
hemorrhage at Salem, O. He was 
known as ‘King, the Magician,’ pro- 
fessionally, and had traveled through- 
out the U. S. 

Widow, two daughters, brother and 
three sisters survive. 








WELLS HAWKS 

Wells Hawks, 71, publicity rep for 
many theatrical stars, died in Po- 
mona, N. Y., Dec. 4. He had been 
invalided since 1927, when he suf- 
fered a stroke. 

Further details in Legitimate sec- 
tion. 





FLORIAN NYE 
Florian Nye, 28, former manager 
of the Strand theatre, Milwaukee, 
and later touring with his wife, La- 
Verne, in a vocal, guitar and ac- 
cordion act, died Dec, 1 in the Wis- 
consin city, 





FREDERICK LEUSCHNER 
Frederick Leuschner, 37, Coast 
counsel for RCA-NBC, died in Hol- 
lywood Dec. 8 of a heart ailment. 
He is survived by his widow, Dor- 
othy Page, a former radio singer, and 
a daughter. 


RANSOM R. CARVER 
Ransom R. Carver, 80, pioneer the- 
atre manager of Missoula, Mont., 
died at Coeur d’ Alene, Idaho, Dec. 
x 
Survived by widow and son, 


SAM T. LYONS 
Sam T. Lyons, agent, died sud- 
denly Dee. 6 following a heart at- 
tack in his Beverly Hills, Cal., home. 
Details in the Vaudeville section. 


CECIL FORSYTH 
Cecil Forsyth, 71, English 
poser, died in N.Y. Dec. 7. 


com- 





John Sheridan, 23, drama student 
and son of Frank Sheridan, stage 
veteran, died Nov. 30 in Los Angeles 
following an accident in the Lock- 


temporarily employed. Stage tradi- 
tion 
back 250 years, 





Lena Sarnoff Fox, 73, mother of 


chairman of the NBC board, died in 
the Bronx, N. Y., Dec. 3. Surviving 
are three other sons, a daughter and 
her husband, Jacob Fox. Her first 
husband, Abraham Sarnoff, died 30 
years ago. 





Father, 69, of Wilton Welch, ‘Daily 
circulation manager, died 
| Dec. 6 in San Bernardino, Cal. 


Remains were forwarded. to New | Leaves widow, two other sons and 


York for burial. 


WALTER G. PRESTON, JR. 


daughter, 


Mother of John Lawson, trom- 


heed airplane plant where he was} 


in the Sheridan family dates| 


David Sarnoff, president of RCA and | 


Walter Preston, Jr., 39, committed| bone player with Bob Crosby’s or- 


suicide Dec. 6 in New York. 
had been with NBC since 1936 and 
lately held the title of director of 
Public Service Division of the pro- 
gram department. 

Further details in Radio section. 


OSCAR DEUTSCH 
Oscar Deutsch, 48, chairman of 
the board of the Odeon film thea- 
tre circuit in England, died Friday 
(5), in London. 
Further details appear in Interna- 
tional section. 


DONALD DUFF 
Donald Duff, 36, actor, who ap- 
eared in the original version of 
arel Capek’s ‘The Makvopoulos 


He|chestra, was killed in auto accident 


Dec. 1 in Trenton, Mo. 





George Yemm, 28, active in the 
little theatre movement in Philadel- 
phia, died Dec. 2 following an opera- 
tion. 





Mother of Norma Coffas, Buffalo 
radio singer, died recently in Buf- 
falo. 





Tommy Flynn opened return en- 
gagement Friday (5) at Merry-Go- 
Round, Pittsburgh, after pulling out 
for two weeks to fill previous com- 
mitments. Brad Hunt subbed for 





him during the two weeks. 


MARRIAGES 


Helene S. Burton to Sheldon Kap- 
lan, Dec. 7, in New York. Bride was 
secretary in publicity department of 
WOR, New York; he’s an attorney 
associated with Leon Lauterstein, 
the station’s general counsel. 

Ann Nagel to Lieut. James H. 
Keenan, in Boston, Dec. 4. Bride is 
film actress; he is with Army Air 
Corps stationed at Langley Field, Va. 

Celia Manteuffel to William Szy- 
pulski, in Detroit, Nov. 28. He is 
owner of Park and Conant theatres, 
Detroit: she is daughter of late Max 
Manteuffel, owner of Martha Wash- 
ington theatre, Detroit. 

Mathilde Kaultin to Walter O’Con- 
nor, Dec. 7, in Elmhurst, L. I. Bride 
was former secretary at the Palace 
theatre, N.Y.; groom was formerly 
treasurer of the Palace and is pres- 
ently prez of the Treasurers union. 

Juanita Hobson to W. G. ‘Tommy’ 
Thompson in Kansas City, Nov. 20. 
Bride is former circus bareback per- 
former; groom handles publicity and 
advertising out of 20th Century- 
Fox exchange in K. C. 

Elaine Elizabeth Link to Peter 
Gordon Brown in Manhasset, L. L, 
N. Y., Dec. 6, 1941. Bride is the 
daughter of Harry Link, general prof. 
mgr. of Leo Feist, Inc. 

Phyllis Dobson to Tom Fizdale, in 
Alexandria, Va., Dec. 1. Bride is 
legit actress; groom is publicist. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dick Barrett, son, in 
Hollywood, Dec. 5. Father is a 
screen actor, 

Mr. and Mrs. Carlisle Jones, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Dec. 3. Father is 
on Warners publicity staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milton Sperling, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Dec. 4. 
Father is a producer at 20th-Fox; 
mother is Harry M. Warner’s daugh- 
ter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard M. Leonard, 
son, in New York, Dec. 2. Father is 
v.p. of the Raymond Spector ad 
agency. 

Mr. and Mrs. David Keppel, daugh- 
ter, Dec. 4, in Buffalo. Mother is 
Ruth Paige, women’s commentator 
on WEBR, Buffalo. 

Mr. and Mrs. James Keefe, son, 
Dec. 4, in Spokane, Wash. Father is 
manager of the State theatre, Spo- 
kane. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chester Herman, a 
son, Nov. 24 in Cincinnati. Father 
is on WLW’s production staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Horace Heidt, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Dec. 7. Father is 
the bandleader. 

Mr. and Mrs, Robert Morley, son, 
Dec. 4, in London. Father is Brit- 
ish legit and screen actor; mother is 
daughter of actress Gladys Cooper. 











Newsreels’ 


Continued from page 3 Saaeame! 


pects its special to be 1,500 in 
length with the addition of Presi- 
| dent Roosevelt’s address to Congress 
| and its action in declaring war. 
Although all the newsreels have 
men on active duty in Hawaii, 
Philippines and elsewhere in the 
South Atlantic, mone kas any idea 
when they will be able to get ma- 
| terial to the U. S. even if naval 
authorities okay the release. The 
|reels have had no indication of how 
severe the military clampdown on 

















Carroll's 


Gaines Ore 
Ramon & Diane 
Shelly & Neff 
Dot Landy 
Elsie Sterling 
Crystal Ames 
Babe Cummings 
Carrolloviies (12) 
Club 15 
Jane Lynn 
Baba Stone 
Marlene Turner 
Matty Owens 
H Hale Rhymettes 
College Inna 
Margie White 
Ann Suter 
Casimiera Sis 
Scarey Gavin 
Jerry Delmar Ore 
Embassy 
Fernandez Ore 
Carlyle Sis 
Eduardo 
Betty Rannon 
Argentina Mia 
Evelyn Brooks 
cliff Hall 
George Clifford 
Chico & Donne 
Evergreen Casino 
Vivian Vance 
Burnettes 
Patsy Marr 
Pat Shevlin Ore 


(H Walton Roof) 


trace O'Hara 
Jo Andrews 
Thompson Bros 
Carolyn Marsh 
Roy Benson 
Glamour Gis 
Helen Heath 
Chavez Ore 
Castaine & Barry 
Neil Fontaine Ore 
Rose Gallo 


Jam Session 


Mickey House 
illy Kretchmer 
Jeorge Lutz 


Hopkins’Rathskeller 

Agnes Barry 

5 Suzettes 

Betty LaRue 

Jack Spangler 

David Gold Ore 

Lexington Casino 

Richard Bach 

Johnny Carnes 

Garvin Buschell O 

Hep Cats 

Ralph Lewis 

Jerry Brandon 

Barton 

Octaves (4) 

Lide Venice 

Carmen Torrente 

Alan Gale 

Sunny Mason 

Margie Drummond 

Gypsy Manya 

Sddie Blum Ore 

Little Rathskeller 

Kathleen May 

Alman & Roland 

3 Radio Aces 

Gerry & Turk 

Sil Walker 

Victor Hugo’s Ore 

Lou’s Chancellor Bar 

Beale St Boys 

Romeo (4) 
Minstrel Tavern 

Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 

Joe Lorigan 

Margie March 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Beatrice Kay 

Floradora Sextet 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Moravian Bar 

Three Keys 

Dick Wade 

Anne Lewis 

Bill Bennett (3) 
Nell Dieghan’s 

Barton Bros 

Tip Top Gis 

Klee Ko Rena 

Joyne & Anthony 

| The Evoneers 

| Geo Marchetti Ore 

Leonard Cooks 


Old Falls Tavern 
Diane Cooper 
Cddie Thomas 
Watson Sis 
Billy Hayes’ 
Al Kilbride 
Open Door Cafe 
Jeannettes (10) 
Sheila Starr 
Renaud & Marcia 
Helen Jerico 
Frankie Schluth 
Viola Klaiss Ore 


Ore 





Palumbo’s 


Yvonettes 
Henry Patrick 
Ben Jerry 
Bonnie Stewart 
Kaye & Grey 
Smythe & Dolores 
Philadelphia Hotel 
Russell LaBean 
Linda Lief 
Irmgrad & Alan 
Leonora Co-Eds 
Dorothy Snow 
Dick Wharton Ore 
Walter John 
Roman Grille 
Gloria Dale 
Al Capron Ore 
Adele de Vere 
June Taylor 
Billy Kelley 
Princess Chang Lee 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 


Latins (4) 

Shadows (3) 
Sam's Cafe 

Ida May Nash 

Ruth Kaye 

Don Cavon 

Bob Tolly 

Bella Belmont 

3 King’s Rhythm 

Silver Lake Inn 

Cot Geo Reed 

Alice Lucey 

Natalie Targo 

Carlos & Doria 

Frank Hassel Ore 
Spatola’s 


Don Renaldo (4) 
4 Dots 

Stamp's 
Good Scouts (3) 
Cirillos 
Danny Montgomery 
Lanny Vale 
Vickie Lane 
Frances Tone 
Natalie Mann 
Dolly Raoul Gls 
Eddie Dolan 


Sun Ray Gardens 

Black-Eyed Peas 

Sunny & Mildred 

Thelma & Maher 

Suzanne Rae 

Vallaire Gail 

Agnes Willis 

Don Anton Ore 

69th St. Rathskeller 

Vi Vi Austin 

Mary Frances 

Elton Brown 

Virginia Dawn 

Helen Wilson 

Tony Bennett Ore 

Swan Club 

Beth Calvert 

Marie Nanette 

Aloha Boys 

Gracie Steele 

Biond Tip Tops (4) 

Mac Pepper 

Jack Curtis 

Earl Denny Ore 
20th Century 

3 Peppers 

Mike Pedecin 

Sally La Marr 

Arthur Strohman 8 
Venice Grill 

Nick Varallo Ore 

Paramount Steppers 

Jackie Lee 

Dottie Brennan 

Ann Dee 

Chic Kennedy 
Warwick Hetel 


Joe Coe Ore 


Weber’s Hof Brau 
Camden 

Dave Pierson 

Pump Handle Trio 

Pen Bannerman 

Reg Keohoe Queens 

Tonl 

Jack Moss 

Jules Flacco’s Ore 

Syd Golden 

Raths’r Eldoradians 
Wilson’s 

Joe Hough 

Art Mathues 

Marion Long 

Catherine Wolff Gls 

Gerard Rean 

Carol Joyce 

Tiny Harris 

Geo Baquet Ore 
Yacht Club 

Harry Holly 

Jackie Lee 

Donna Lee 

Jane Lynn 

Yacht Rhythm Men 

Victor Nelson Orc 





newsreels will be now that the 

country is at war. PITTSBURGH 
Most likely that it will be days 

before they are able to get the ma- Anchorage June Collins 


from the scene of action in 
}the Orient because all Clipper ser- 
|vice to Hawaii 


terial 


Hugh Morton Ore 
Maynard Deane 
Arlington Lodge 


and Australia has | Phil Cavezza Ore 
| been halted. Balconades 
Newsreels believe some sort of wie Agri — 
. . . e i ree 
co-operative tieup with the Signal a 
2 ht it 7 ral : Al Kavelin Ore 
{Corps of the Army and Navy will | Patti Jean 
|be worked out for covering the war- Blue Ridge Inn 
fare as had been tentatively outlined | Lou Lucky Ore 


earlier, This would enable each 
reel to place a service man in the 
Signal Corps, with complete mili- 
tary supervision, so that first-hand 
material may be obtained of the 
war. However, it is too early to 
tell for certain if this method or 
that employed in World War I will 
be used, with the reels having to de- 
pend entirely on the Signal Corps 
for any footage. 
March of Time’s Special 

Immediately after the receipt of 
word about Japan’s attack in the 
Pacific, full staff of ‘March of Time’ 
started preparing a comprehensive 
story of U. S. position in present 
war. It is designed to show how a 
great democracy like the U.S. meets 
exingencies of warfare. Short will 
be ready for pre-release bookings 
next Thursday (11), with supply of 
prints rushed to all RKO exchanges 
throughout the nation. Picture is 
to be called ‘Your America at War.’ 














Benny Austin 
Ray Styles 
Margie Allen 
Will Ryde 
3 Elmers 
Boogle-Woogie Club 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Harry Comorada 
Pat Burns 
Wally Wayne 
J Comorada 

Club Petite 
Piccolo Pete Ore 
Jay Howard 
Selma Jones 
Eileen O'Shea 

Cork and Bottle 

Nelson Maples 

Colonial 
Art Farrar Ore 

Eddie Peyton’s 

Memphis 5 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 

El Chico 
Mario Orc 
Sammy Walsh 
Hal Menken 
Dolores Gaylord 





51 Club 
Billy Merle Orc 


Marion Joyce 
Lyda Radnok 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Harry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 
Hotel Henry 
(Silver Grill) 
M Contreras Ore 
Conchita 
(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Bess Saunders 
Ida lola 
Everett Haydn 
Betty Donahoe 
Al Devin 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Art Baker 4 
Jole 
Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 
Hotel Wm Penn 
(Chatterbox) 
Baron Elliott Ore 
Mary Krieg 
Pat Murphy 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 
Virginia Ramos 
Merry-Go-Round 
Tommy Flyna Orc 
Mike Musinro 
Walt Dickman 
New Hilleresi 
Marty Schramm © 
Connie Gregx 
Ray Engler 
Antone Rozincs 
Bill Shaffer 
Nixon Cafe 
Al Marisco Orc 





Bills Next Week 


ontinued from page 4 


Bob Carter 

Columbus & Carrol 

Morgan Sis 

4 Elgins 

Lols Hendricks 
Nut House 


Sherdina Waiker O 
Ted Biake 

George Gregg 
Harry Frank 


Oasis 
Benny Burton Ore 
Betty Lee 
Babe Rhooes 
Skip Nelson 
Orchard Inn 
Rudy Gale Ore 
Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Shangri-La 
Steve Matthews 
Dorothy Matthews 
Betty Carroll 


Alpine Village 
Florence Faye 
Gale Sextet 
Danny Dennis 
Orpha Towle 
Del Kay 
Willie Matthias Ore 
Bob Copfer 

El Dumpo 
Bob Manners Oro 
Sammy Lipman 
Roger & Spruce 
Ramona 
Virginia Rae 

Eldorado Club 
Aggie Auld 
J Mackenzie Ore 

Freddie’s Cafe 
Three Wiles 
Lee Bartell 
Billy Davis 
Estelle Sloan 
Lee Leali Ore 

Gourmet Club 


Royal Hawaiians O 
Bill Lochman 


Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 


Hotel Carter 


Thixton Sprenger 
Ambassadors Ore 
Charles Wick 

Hotel Cleveland 


Yacht Club 
Don Roth Ore 
Guili-Guili 
2 Co-Eds 
Nina Olivette 
Tryon Sis 
Paul Allen 
Shirley Heller 

Sky-Vue 
Tommy Carlyn Oro 
Bill Douglas 
Pee Wee Walker 
Billy Sagone 


Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
Frank Natale 
Mike Sandretto 

Villa Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
Dr Giovanni 
Jean Blanche 
Dorsay & Diane 
La Verne & Dee 


CLEVELAND 


Hotel Fenway Hall 
Bernard & Henrie 
Hotel Hollenden 
Margie Kaapp 
Mono Ambassadors 
Arturo & Evelyn 
Katherine Hoyt 
Will McCune Ore 
Hotel Statler 
Flover & LaMae 
Patricia Willis 
Fddie Le Baron Ore 
Ernie Taylor 
La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Coleman Hawkins 
Hal Simpson 
Monaco’'s Cafe 
Frane Reynolds 
Ravaye & Margo 
Gloria Miller 
Lou Story Ore 
Mounds Club 
Gene Kerwin's Ore 
Harry Richman 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin, Ore 
3700 Club 
Art West 
5 Aristocrats 
Hal Hall 
Shirley Burke 





Bernie Cummins Orc 


Beachcomber 
Harry Morrissey Orc 
Chico Simone Ore 
Eva Clough 
Benton 2 
Beach-Charmers 6 
Dance Players Tr 
Calypso Singers 
Duke of Iron 
Bill Matons 
Blinstrub’s 
Peter Hodge Ore 
Boyd Heathen 
The Gleasons 
Claire & Senna Sis 
Patricia King 
Casa Manana 
Al Tory Orc 
Harrison Aulger 
Joye Martin 
Louise Sherwood 
David Heminger 
Frank Thomas 
Jane Giddings 
Jean Carle 
Don Muckel 
Club Mayfair 
Ranny Weeks Oro 
Bernie Bennett O 
Sheila Barrett 
Patti Pickens 
Robert Simmons 
Georgie Tapps 
Boots McKenna Rev 
Club Vanity Fair 
Al Cova Ore 
Stella Ray 
Ginnie O'Keefe 
Bette Claire 
Princess Sequoyah 
Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Oro 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keim 
Hilly Paine 
Marianne Francis 
Pearl Robbins 
Lane & Small 
Mignon & Manor 
(Melody Lounge) 
Marjorie Garretson 
Herb Lewis 
Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Room) 
Ruby Newman Ore 
Julia Barbour 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Crawford House 
Ray Collins Ore 
Frank Fontaine 
Luticia 
Snake-Hips Davis 
Crawfordettes 


Fox & Hounds 


Rev 


Milton George Ore 
David Ballentine 
Ray Parker 
Maxine Coleman 


(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 
Charles Wolk Ore 
Les Habaneros (6) 

Fodericos 
Teresita 
Argentina Mia 
Hi-Hat 
Pete Herman Ore 
Lucille Grey 
Frank Petty 
Hotel Bradford 
(Cireus Room) 
Warren & Bodee 
Hote? Brunswick 
(Bermuda Terrace) 
Raymond Scott Ore 
Billy Leach 
Roberta 
Hotel Mssex 
Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 





Don Walsh Ore 


BOSTON 


silly Kelly 
Mario & Margarel 
Bill Groin 
Conga Teresa 
Jean Monti 
Hotel Lenox 
(Lenox Arms) 
Bob Hardy 
Kay Ivers 
Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Somerset 
(Balinese Room) 
E Frothingham 
John Hoysradt 
Harry Marshard QO 
Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 
Howard Jones Ore 
Jack Edwards 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
International Cafe 
Ted Crowley Ore 
Norman Bolster 
Frances Grant 
Archie O'Brien 
Roberts & Trebor 
Ken Club 
Farren Bros Ore 
Russ Howard 
Carney & Cress 
Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno Ore 
Rhumboliers Ore 
Harry Richman 
Jack Golden 
Malo 3 
Hudson Wonders 
Latin Q’tr Eye-dears 
Irene Donahue 
Jack Beekman 


Ore 


Mlle C Vogue Ballet 
(Lounge Bar) 

Hum & Strum 

Escudero & La Plata 


Miami Grove 
Jimmy McHale Ore 


Lennie Fitz 
Tom Chales 
Ella May Waters 
Phillips & Breen 


Oscar Carmel 
Elano Norton 
Arthur Martel 

Rio Casino 
George Harris Ore 
Carmen del Rio Ore 
Harry Spear 
Buster Keim Rev 
Georgie Price 
Buddy & Judy Allen 
Artini & Consuelo 

(Garden Lounge) 

Newell & Steger 

Steuben’s 

(Vienna Room) 

Lew Conrad Ore 
Moore & Revel 
Hartnells 
Ray Pike 
Jimmy Marr 
Adele Corey 

The Cave 
Don DiBoma Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Carmen Adrians 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Adele Corey 


Tic-Toe 
Joe Nevils Ore 
Billy Byrd 


Brett & Young 
Charlie Reid 
Emanuel 

Vera Lamont 
Mal Hallett Ore 





ary at~* former. 





wood. 


Stan Kenton band, new coast out- 
fit, comes east for dates at Frank 
Dailey’s Valley Dale, Columbus, O., 
and Meadowbrook, Cedar 
N. J., beginning sometime in Febru- 


Grove, 


Date at Famous 


Door, N. Y., is still pending, too. 
Kenton’s now at Palladium B., Holly- 
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Japan, the disturbed state of the 
public mind, overworking of radios, 
watching the newspapers, etc. 

Just how long this will last and 
what it will do to the boxoffice at a 
time when Christmas shopping» is 
hurting anyway, is a moot question 
although exhibition masterminding is 
that after the heat of the war news 
cools off, people will seek amuse- 
ment and come back to the theatres. 
When that occurs, and it is hoped it 
will in two or three weeks so that 
holiday business will not be much 
below normal, if at all, it is believed 
the demand for light entertainment 
will be accentuated. 


An operating theory also is that 
there may be a tendency to loosen 
the hold on the purse-strings among 
folks who have any money to spend. 
Two extremes are a possibility, it is 
pointed out. In the one case heavy 
taxation will probably restrict the 
poorer classes with definite adverse 
b.o. effect, especially when they start 
paying the income tax, while those 
who have money may now feel that 
they might as well spend it. The life 
of man and his money becomes very 
problematical now, it is noted, and 
this no doubt will show in film thea- 
tre receipts. 

5-15% Sunday Drop 


Business on the whole Sunday (7) 
averaged a little bett - than for the 
first Sunday in December last year 
but in view of the fact grosses have 
been running well ahead of the fall 
of 1940, this means a probable dam- 
age on the day of anywhere from 
5 to 15% as compared with a week 
ago. 

Theatres usually sell the most 
tickets on Sundays for matinee per- 
formances, with result a lot of 
people were in the houses before 
knowing of the Japanese attack. 
However, the evening went off 
sharply everywhere, according to ob- 
tainable figures. 

40-50% Dip Monday 

Good mats helped offset that to 
some extent but not enough, since 
evening prices usually are higher 
than for mats. On Monday (8) at- 
tendance went away off, with the 
average placed as high as a prob- 
able 40-50%. 

Where theatres open early and 
were in operation when President 
Roosevelt delivered his message to 
Congress at 12:30 Monday (8), they 
were virtually empty at midday. In 
some cases the speech was broad- 
cast into the theatres, however. 

Among other things, theatres im- 
mediately lost the patronage of serv- 
ice men when Japan attacked and it 
is doubtful if there will be any 
holiday furloughs. Meantime, rela- 
tives and friends of boys in uniform 
are so concerned that they are prob- 
ably going to be lost to the radio and 
newspapers for some time to come. 

On Sunday (7) when the news of 
war against us broke, theatres every- 
where interrupted shows, including 
in the middle of pictures, to ask any 
service men present in the audience 
to immediately report to nearest 
headquarters. In the vast majority 
of cases cops or other local officials 
got word to theatres and other 
places where soldiers or _ sailors 
might be found to spread the alarm. 


Frisco Calm; Market St. 
Lit Up Despite Blackout 


San Francisco, Dec. 9 

Scream of air-raid sirens as Jap- 
anese planes reportedly swooped 
within 20 of San Francisco 
last night nday ) theatre 
biz to zero Conflicting 
stories made people along the entire 
Coast here unsure whether it was a 
real raid or whether it was practice 


miles 
(M 


almost 


spun 


What they were sure of was that 
they didn’t want to be in a theatre 
when it came. 


Many film houses had barkers out- 
Side during the two-and-one-half- 


hour blackout, when most marquees | 


naturally were dark, to inform pros- 
pective patrons that the houses were 
open. There were few takers, how- 
ever, 

First alarm came at 6:20 p.m., with 
the insufficient sirens and other 
warnings being supplemented by 


police in cars informing Son Fran- | 


ciscans. Cops came along Market 
street, the town’s principal thorough- 
fare, and ordered all theatres to 
douse the mazda. Alarm went off at 
7:30 p.m., but that was a mistake and 
it shortly went on again. 

Biz Sundav night was relatively 
okay. Warfield, with ‘Rise and 
Shine,’ was above normal, althouch 
others were off. Grosses dropved 
anywhere from 5 to 20° Nohes 


On Both Coasts 





Continued from page 1 — i 





were worst hit. Monday matinees 

| were also below standard. 
Blackout Incomplete 

| Blackout was very incomplete, as 
5. F. had never even had a practice 
session at it. People were calm, 
however, and conditions were almost 
normal except for the darkness. Sur- 
prise of the blackout need was rea- 
son for its incompleteness, but 
Mayor Rossi promised that quickly 
would be changed. He declared: 

‘This emergency convinces me of 
the necessity for immediate and 
more thorough control of neon lights, 
billboard illumination, theatre mar- 
quees and_ kindred illumination. 
Steps will be taken tomorrow to 
remedy.this situation.’ 





Hollywood 40-50% Off 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. 
Picture houses were beginning to 
| feel effects of war in the Pacific 
Monday when trade slumped off 
from 40 to 50%. Dropoff noticeable 
around 5 p.m. in first runs with 
neighborhoods hard hit both Sunday 
and Monday. Lines that generally 
form before the night scale goes into 
effect were missing at all deluxers 





All locations felt the pinch and 
prospect isn’t any too promising 
with most workers, having missed 
the daytime newscasts, hugging their 
sets at home up to retiring time. 


Theatre men have real mad-on 
with radio which are broadcasting 
frequent announcements to remain 
at home and keep the highways 
clear, as the police are needed at 
other points. Broadcasters say they 
were requested to issue these state- 
ments by the police chief. 


Paramount theatre (downtown 
L. A.) manager, for instance, said 
the announcement made a difference 
of $1,000 in Sunday’s receipts. First 
runs, strangely enough, weren’t hard 
hit Sunday 
houses reported severe slump. 


Some managers are inclined to be- 





| ment to get out of their doldrums. 


Hartford’s Sharp Drop 
Hartford, Conn., Dec. 9. 
Hartford theatres Sunday night 
| (7) reported one of the worst night 
| businesses as people remained close 
| to their radios for late news reports. 
Business during the day was good, 
with a steady dropping off noted as 
word of the situation got around. 





Decree a ‘Mess’ — 


__—__——(‘ontinued from page 7-5) 








the theatre owner than he had be- 
fore under the meager and highly 
conditional cancellation clauses plus 
his ability to trade out pictures on a 
eason’s contract, it is claimed. With 


the cancellation rights entirely 
wiped out by the decree, so-called 
community selection is tossed out 


the window, Kuykendall notes. 


Moreover, he points out, the 
theory that quality and boxoffice 
value would be improved by the 


decree, allowing exhibitors to refuse 





| 


| 


' 


|that the average time in obtaining 
|an award on 51 cases decided, was 
|86 days, while on cases brought up 


and only a handful at the boxoffices. | 


| 
| 
| 


| 





although the outlying| over 500 theatres, and was ready to 


| 


lieve the situation will improve in| @ Move and, following a conference 
week or two after people get their | with Barney Balaban, dealing ‘was | 
fill of war news and seek entertain- | 





; petition with McNeil & Naify, which 


tributors ‘to offer better terms on 
features to exhibitors who buy other | 
product in the total absence of any 
standard or list prices in our busi- 
ness and the abuse is too elusive for 
effective arbitration regulation, in 
the opinion of many thoughtful ex- 
hibitors.’ 


That few exhibs have enough con- 
fidence in the practical value of ar- 
bitration to submit their grievances 
under its complex legalistic proce- 
dure is reflected in the small num- 
ber of complaints filed to date, Kuy- | 
kendall declares in attacking this 
feature of the decree. 


In the first 10 months of arbitra- 
tion, at an expense to distributors of 
over $300,000, only 129 complaints 
have been brought. The average 
cost per case to distribs has been 
$2,325, the average expense to ex- 
hibs (filing fees, cost of arbitrator, 
etc.), $87.87, exclusive of attorney 
fees, traveling expenses and _ the 
like. Further figures would indicate 


to the Appeals Board the average 
time has been 176 days. 

Another point raised is that a fair 
comprehensive zoning plan is im- 
possible to establish through arbi- 
tration. The majority of exhib com- 
plaints have dealt with clearance 
and run. 











——— 


Selling Away’ 
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entered the situation and that day 
met with Neil F. Agnew, Par vice- 
president over distribution, with a 
view to trying to break the dead- 
lock. Result was consummation of a 
deal Monday morning (8) covering 
Par’s first two blocks. Reported that 
Loew’s finally yielded, agreeing to a 
contract at Par’s terms which are 
higher under the decree and has 
many buyers yelling. 

Par actually broke off relations 
with National Theatres, embracing 





sell away, but in that ease Spyros 
Skouras made overtures against such 


resumed, and a 


closed. 


contract finally 
Metro sold some accounts in com- 


have 80 theatres in northern 


| profitable Japan market. 


| any 


| the 














Aussie-Far East 








combined represents only about 18% 


eign officials believe this total will 


| be more than slightly dented by the | homeoffice for a new 


war. 
Japan Was Profitable 
American distributors, of course, 
immediately lost the _ previously 
However, 
the distribs have been unable to take 














An Old Jap Custom 


Foreign managers in New 
York are not exactly unhappy 
about getting out of Japan now 
that the U. S. is at war with 
Nippon because Japanese exhib- 
itors always have been regarded 


as tough babies to handle on 
sales pacts. It’s fairly well 
known in foreign department 


circles that of all foreign ex- 
hibitors with which American 
companies have had dealings, 
the squeeze to exact cheap terms 
wos worse from the Japanese. 

In the past, several U. S. film 
company reps at Tokyo outlined 
their difficulties in obtaining dis- 
tribution contracts, claiming 
they were tougher to deal with 
than the most obstinate N. Y. 
independent exhib. 

Routine with Japanese exhibs 
works like this: After weeks of 
bickering and the deal appar- 
ently is all set, the exhibitor 
stalls further by saying he must 
take it up with another execu- 
tive. After additional weeks of 
dickering with this new official 
and an agreement appears set, 
the American distributor learns 
that the contract must go to an- 
other higher-up for approval. 
When it is finally settled, the 
originally agreed on terms gen- 
erally have been whittled down 
by 20 to 30%. 








money out of Japanese territory 
nearly three years. They still 
getting the coin 
Yokohama Specie Bank in San 
Francisco under the _ three-year 


for 
are 


| agreement, which paid off starting 
| this fall. U. S. major film companies 
Cali- | had about $950,000 in this fund, and 


fornia and Nevada, but since see-| all but about $237,000 actually has 


ing Metro meant business, negotia- | peen paid to American distribs. Final | 


tions are on again with McNeil & | payment is not due until next Feb- 


Naify. Bill Rodgers, 
for Metro, stated before he left for | 
Chicago Sunday night (7), 
had not yet been informed that a 
deal with Mc&N had been reached, | 
assumption being it was still in the | 
negotiating stage in the west. 
Saenger vs. Goldwyn 


Paramount-Richards (Saenger) in 


| the south, which frequently over the 


years has turned distribs away when 
unable to agree on terms, has flatly 


| refused to play ‘Little Foxes’ under 


'to buy and reject the poor quality | 


pictures, has been proved false be- 
cause ‘if you refuse to buy a poor 
picture you don't get the good one.’ 

Attention is also called to the fact 


| get together with RKO 


that buying and selling film has 
gone up to both exhibitor and dis- | 
tributor but just how much addi- 
tional expense is involved nobody 
knows, not even the distributor. The 


extra costs are a dead expense, how- 
ykendall’s opinion. 
Dated Pix 

new system ‘delays 
new pictures which 
the boxoffice pos- 
pictures that are 
the completion 
The boxoffice 


ever, in Ku 


Also, the 
booking of 
evitably reduces 
sibilities of the 
held up awaiting 
of product deals. 


the 
in- 


with age. Subsequent run theatres 
are encountering plenty of trouble 
booking pictures. This has become 
acute and critical in many places.’ 
The MPTOA believes that the 
|solution is an honest option to can- 
cel a reasonable minimum number 
of films under any contract and that 
ia 20% rejection privilege would not 


mean a loss of 20% in revenue to 
lthe distributor since cancellation 
lwould not be restricted to any 


| specific pictures nor would the op- 
‘tion be fully exercised by most ex- 
| hibs. 

| While the decree prohibits the 
forcing of shorts, it is simple arith- 
metic to the MPTOA for dis- 


the rentals demanded by Sam Gold- 
wyn and RKO. As a result the pic- 
ture is being sold to opposition ac- 
counts in the Saenger territory, em- | 
bracing close to 100 houses in Louisi- 
ana, Mississippi and Alabama. Cir- 
cuit has taken other RKO product 
this year, however. 

The Sparks circuit of around 75 
houses in Florida has been unable to 
on ‘Foxes’ 


and picture may be sold away in 


that territory also. RKO at first 
' sought deals throughout the country 
on ‘Foxes’ at 40% with reversion 
down to 35% and up to 50%, but 
since has accepted a straight 35% 
from some accounts. Warners broke 
with Sparks two years, but recently 
nade peace. 

Universal continues doing business 
away from Saenger with which it 
broke two years ago The prior 
year Warner Bros. sold away from 
Saenger, while the year before that 
it was Columbia. These have since 
made up with Saenger. Two high 


; ened 


percentage films, both sold singly, 


; ; | that Saenger didn’t play were ‘Great | 
value of a picture seldom improves | 


Dictator’ and ‘Snow White.’ Metro 
had trouble with Kincey-Wilby this 
season but it was finally straight- 
out, reportedly by Nick 


, Schenck and Balaban. 


Although theatres are being forced 


| to make deals in order to keep open, 


, other hand, when deals such as Par- 


in seores of instances they are still 
holding out to the bitter end and 


trying to get along as best they can 
rather than bend to the terms de- 


manded by the distributors. On the 


' Loew are held up as long as this 


one was, independents playing be- 
hind Loew’s 


| Japan’s 


| San Francisco 
in the Greater N. Y.| 


area are in a spot since they haven't | 


been able to make buys until the 


; , +4 
a n 


Loew’s was settled 


° 41 
with 
Witil 


| 
| 


; 


V-p. Over sa‘e€S|ruary but major company officials 


feel there is little doubt but that it 


that he would be paid in full since the coin 


has rested in the Frisco 


about three years. 


bank for 


This sum represented all the major 
company distribution coin collected 


}in Japan over a period of more than 
| two years, 


agreement having 
entered into because Japan needed 
product and U. S. companies wanted 
the coin out of that country. Third 
payment was due last Saturday (6), 
with collections going through for 


| most of the film companies. 


Numerous film companies admit 
having heard from their Manila of- 
fices, but the fate of various man- 
agers last reported in Toyko remains 
in doubt. Metro had the least to 
worry about because its representa- 
tive in the Jap capital is James 
Johnson, a Dane, who naturally 


| would not be held. 


$1,800,000 Tied Up in Nippon 


Estimated that the eight American 
major distributors presently have 
about $1,800,000 tied up in Japan, 
figured at the recent basis of ex- 
change. However, the value of the 
Jap yen has slumped so dra 
days that it is dubious if 
the film companies would be able to 
the usual official rate of ex- 
change, this making the 7,-8,000,000 
yen held in Japan worth “consider- 
ably less than $1,800,000 estimate. 

Warner Bros.’ manager in Japan, 
N. Shathin, is believed to be in 
Tokyo, only recently having been to 
Shanghai, also now in Japanese con- 
trol. Harold Dunn, Far Eastern man- 
ager, also was last heard from in 
capital, 
Manila where he was due 


+inrall« 
tically 


In recent 


get 


gone to 


soon, 


Because much of cable service has 


been taken over by government au- 
thorities, it likely will be later this 
week before N. Y. hears from many 
managers in the Orient. 

Charles Mayer, recently named by 
20th-Fox to supplant Arthur G. 
Doyle as Far East supervisor, had 
sailed for Singapore on Dec. 5 from 
but was reported 
safely back in Frisco Sunday (7). 
He was on President Polk but had 
been notified to turn back because of 
and he re- 


threatening situation, 


Continued from page 3 


impounded in| 


| line. 
been | 


but he may have | 








turned to San Francisco over the 


|of all foreign revenue, and few for- | weekend. 


Doyle, who is on his way to the 
assignment, 
last was heard from in the Philip- 
| pines. No word has been received 
‘from him sinée the war outbreak nor 
from Dan Lederman, manager of 
20th-Fox Philippine office. Also no 
report has been received from Jo- 
seph MclIlhenny, supervisor for 
| Singapore and Batavia, last heard 
from in the former city. Mayer for- 
merly managed Batavia. 


12 USO Shows 


j_jContinued from page 43a 


the ‘160 Circuit’ followed huddle of 
the advisory committee with Ezra 
Stone last Thursday (4). Stone, now 
a private in the morale division at 
Camp Upton, L. L, staged ‘Brother 
Rat’ there with an all-soldier cast 
and is now prepping other shows. 
‘Rat’ was so successful in its Upton 
run that the top-ranking general of 
the 2d Corps Area ordered it toured 
through all the camps under his 
command. Most of them had the 
handkerchief-size stages which some 
sources had claimed were too small 
for legit shows, but Stone pointed 
the way. The tour was a tremen- 
dous hit. 

Two Bowes units, opening Jan. 4, 
will be the ‘All-Girl Revue’ and the 
‘All-Star Revue.’ They each run 
about 50 minutes. Bowes is taking no 
commish and CSI has acquired them 
for about half of what they get on 
the one-nighters which they have 
been playing. 

‘All-Girl ’show (which isn’t strict- 
ly that) includes Cyril Smith, Doro- 
thy Zane, Wanda Gibson, Jean Clark, 
| Marie Smith & Co. (2), Burns Sis- 
ters and one act to be added. ‘All- 
Star’ includes Youman Bros. (3), 
Frances Gibby, Jeri Donahue, Mil- 
| dred Maye, Windy Jack & Co., Joan 
& Gene, and one act to be added, 























‘Razzle Dazzle’ in St. Loe 


St. Louis, Dec. 9. 

| First of the road shows sponsored 
| by the USO-Camp Shows, Inc., hit 
'this neck of the woods last week 
j;and played a two-night stand at 
| Jefferson Barracks, a selectee train- 
|ing camp just south of the city lim- 
|its. More than 6,000 soldiers were 
'on deck for the variety show tagged 
‘Razzle Dazzle.’ 

| Cast was made up of Milton Doug- 
las, m.c.; Bob Ripa, juggler; June 
Lorraine, mimic; Fayne and Forster, 
bellringers; Lucille Johnson, song- 
bird, and Willie Solar, comedian. 
Gay Foster gals (12) constituted the 
Music was supplied by the 
soldier orch. 


Troupe, managed by Max Allen- 
tuck, started out for Brownsville, 
Tex., after local stand. 
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Griffin Probe 
—_— - Continued from page 41 — 


though the talent union has not been 
without a crisis, usually because of 
internal dissension, since it replaced 
the disenfranchised American Fed- 
eration of Actors two and a half 
| years ago. 

Griffin, presumably strictly on a 
trip to Cleveland, carried on exten- 
his own behalf 





sive lobbying in 
lamong midwestern members of 
AGVA’s national board. He is re- 


ported to have visited Chicago and 
Cincinnati, along with (Cleveland, 
where he sought to rally support to 
himself in the pending hearing. 


Plus the personal lobbying, Griffin 
has issued a long statement in de- 
fense of himself and in excoriation 


of those who are now attacking him. 
Strangely enough, Griffin, in a foot- 
note, says the statement was written 
last July. The Dorsey party did not 
take place until September and it’s 
not known that Griffin was under 
‘any attack prior to that 

In the statement, Griffin traces his 
geneology back to his grandparents. 





Hirst Gets A. C. House 
Atlantic City, Dec. 9. 

Garden Pier theatre, this resort’s 
only legit house, has been leased for 
entire summer of 1942 by Izzy Hirst, 
Philadelphia burlesque producer. 
Hirst operated Giobe theatre on 
Boardwalk for past eight summers 
}and plans for bigger burley shows 
out over the ocean. 

Ben Jacobson and Rube Bernstein 
operated theatre Jast summer. About 
12 traveling Broadway shows were 


precented 


ates 


EO mala ienchedihnaieeees 











56 


VARIETY 





Wednesday, December 10, 194] 





























They come to you froui 4 1 united United Artists. 


K United Artists with collective strength, A company 


with a background. and a backbone . . +. an organization 


_ determined to Belivet important. pic from great 


producers. 


Vice-President in Charge of Distribution 





‘Your Big Christmas Attraction 
EDWARD SMALL presents ALEXANDRE DUMAS' 


THE CORSICAN BROTHERS 


starring DOUGLAS FAIRBANKS, Jr. 
with RUTH WARRICK AKIM TAMIROFF 
Directed by Gragory-Ratoff * Screenplay by George Bruce & Howard Estabrook 











ARNOLD PRESSBURGER presents His Great Roadshow Hit! 


THE SHANGHAI GESTURE 


starring g 
GENE TIERNEY * Walter HUSTON - Victor MATURE » Ona MUNSON 
with PHYLLIS BROOKS « ALBERT BASSERMAN + MARIA OUSPENSKAYA 
From the celebrated play by John Colton * Directed by Josef Von Sternberg 








‘BDWARD SMALL presents The Famous Stage Farcel 
GEORGE BRENT and JOAN BENNETT in 


TWIN BEDS 


MISCHA AUER * Una MERKEL + Glenda FARRELL + Ernest TRUEX 


Directed by Tim Whelan * Screenplay by Curtis Kenyon and Kennéth Earl 
and E. Edwin Moran 














UNITED ARTISTS CORPORATION 














The World's Great Laughing Picture! 


CHARLIE CHAPLIN . 
THE GOLD RUSH 


WITH MU8IC AND WORDS! 
Written and Directed by Charles Chaplin 




















ALEXANDER KORDA presents 
RUDYARD KIPLING'S 


THE JUNGLE BOOK (In Technicolor) 


with SABU and a cast of thousands 
Adapted by Laurence Stallings * Directed by Zoltan Korda 
































ALEXANDER KORDA presents 
AN ERNST LUBITSCH PRODUCTION 


CAROLE LOMBARD + JACK BENNY in 


TO BE OR NOT TO BE 


Produced and Directed by ERNST LUBITSCH 

















